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December, like November is a very bleak month for
special games. However, I found them all.
ACBL Membership Game – Friday, December
7th. It is just that, only ACBL Members in good
standing are eligible to win Masterpoints. NON
MEMBERS AND THEIR PARTNERS are ineligible
to win points. So, why are we having this? Well, it
awards extra Masterpoints but does not cost the
club anything extra, a truly rare bird in ACBL land.
Sectional Tournament at Clubs (ST@C’s) –
December 10th, 12th, and 14th – your opportunity
to win silver points at our club. Note that the

Friday, December 14th game will be
Open Handicapped (limited to 9 Imps
per match) Swiss Teams.
ACBL Wide International Fund Game – Monday,
December 17th. This is our last opportunity in
2018 to give money to support our very rich
professionals and their outrageously rich sponsors
in their quest for international championships. Oh,
my, such a worthy cause. The game is scored
across all participating clubs and awards half
red/half black points.
Club Championship Week – the last three games
of the month and year ending on New Year’s Eve
will be Club Championship Games. Any player
who places in the top three overall in all of these
games will win, in addition to the undying respect
of their fellow club members, absolutely nothing.
There will also be three Charity Games.
Note that there are games scheduled for both
Christmas and New Year’s Eve’s. These games
will be held only if there is sufficient interest.
We will have a show of hands sometime in mid
December.

This edition of the
newsletter is just a
bunch
of
factual
information.
No lessons, no bitching, and no editorializing
meddling. Just the facts, Ma’am, just the facts.

CLUB CLOSED
The Club will be closed on Friday, November 30th in
support of the Border River Sectional being held
November 30th through December 2nd at the Mount
Vintage Country Club in Edgefield. Following is a link
to the tournament schedule.
Border River Sectional

Game Schedule - December 2018
Monday
1:30pm

Wednesday
1:30pm

Friday
1:30pm

3-Dec

5-Dec

7-Dec

Open Pairs$

Open Pairs

Open Pairs%

10-Dec

12-Dec

14-Dec

Open Pairs@

Open Pairs@

Open Teams with
Handicap@

17-Dec

19-Dec

21-Dec

Open Pairs*

Open Pairs$

Open Pairs$

24-Dec

26-Dec

28-Dec

Open Pairs

Open Pairs#

Open Pairs#

31-Dec
Open Pairs#

Happy New Year

Membership Game = % Charity Game = $
Club Championship = # ACBL Wide Int Fund Game = * ST@C = @

HOLIDAY PARTY REMINDER
Holiday and Volunteer Appreciation Party
at the Woodside Plantation Country Club.
This year’s

will be on

Monday, December 3rd

Our bridge game will start at around 1:30, depending on how quickly our usual suspects can set up the room for
bridge After bridge, probably about 5:15, we will have a social short hour (with cash bar) followed by a buffet
dinner at six.
Here, in no particular order, are a few things to remember:
 The walk to the building entrance is not level, so, if you can’t do slopes, please arrange for
someone to drop you off at the entrance.
 We are not allowed to bring any of our usual treats to the venue, so, if you need an afternoon
sugar (or whatever) fix or two, bring your own. Coffee and water will be available.
 The Country Club has a no denim policy which we are expected to adhere to.
 If you don’t sign up, please don’t show up.
Sign up for the party ends Monday, November 26th, which is also the last day to pay any surcharges for yourself
or your spouse. Phyllis P and Phoebe are in charge of sign up and surcharge collection. If you sign up and pay,
you may cancel and get a refund as long as it is by November 28th. After that, we are locked in to our guarantee
to Woodside so no cancellations or refunds are possible.
The plan is to have two sections for bridge, an open section and a 499er section, if there is sufficient interest.
The 499er section will be in a separate room just off the main room. Consequently, we need to know in advance
how many pairs will be playing in the 499er section so the tables can be set up properly.

If you wish to play in the 499er section instead of the open game, please let Mike
know by November 28th.
For those of you using a GPS, the address of the country club is 1000 Woodside Plantation Drive, Aiken, SC
29803. For the rest of you: if you enter Woodside via Main Gate (on Silver Bluff) turn left on Woodside
Plantation Drive (first street after entrance) and just keep keeping on till you get there. It’s a tad down the road
from the intersection of Woodside Plantation Drive and Holley Lake Road (on right side of the street and East
Gate Drive on left side) and is on the right hand side of the road; if you enter from East Gate Drive off Whiskey
Road (the stoplight between the Publix shopping center and the Aiken Mall), go straight until you reach
Woodside Plantation Drive (second stop sign after Woodside entrance) and turn left. It’s the same tad down the
road.
When you get to the entrance gate, tell the attendant you are going to the Aiken Bridge Club event at the country
club.

there or

OMG – did I really just say that?

CLUB OFFICER NOMINATIONS
Our annual election is fast approaching. In January, we will elect the Club Manager, the Club Treasurer and one
additional Board Member to three year terms. The current incumbents, Ron, Mike, and Alan are all eligible to run
for reelection. Mike has indicated he will be seeking reelection.
A Nominating Committee of Phyllis Pellarin (Chairperson), Dorothy Johnson and Frank Shallo has been
established to accept nominations to fill these three vacancies. If you are interested in running for any of these
positions, simply talk to one of them. For additional information on the positions, please talk to the incumbents or
any other present or past Board Member.
In my opinion, the only requirement for any of these positions is the desire to make our club the best it can be. A
sense of humor certainly does not hurt.
Really, I would hope that some of you who have never thought about doing this would consider giving it a go.
To ensure your name is on the ballot, the Nominating Committee must be aware of your desire to run by
Monday, December 31, 2018. While our election procedures allow write-in votes, my observation is that being a
write-in candidate is eerily equivalent to being a non-candidate.
Ballots, and voting instructions, will be available at the Club on Wednesday, January 2 nd, 2019 and the voting
period will end at the conclusion of the Annual Membership Meeting on January 23rd, 2019. Our By-Laws define
voting members as those who have paid their 2019 Membership Dues prior to the end of the Annual Membership
Meeting and have played at the Croft House six times since the previous annual meeting.
NOTE: Our Treasurer, Mike, has begun collecting 2019 Membership Dues at the club. He will be
collecting dues at a table near the door (the one you are supposed to use, not the one too many of you
do use) at each game he attends from now until the Annual Membership Meeting. The Annual Dues
remain at ten dollars.

UPCOMING BOARD MEETING
Your Board will be having its last meeting of the year on Wednesday, November 28 th at 11:30 in the Croft House
Conference Room. As always, you are all invited to attend. Topics to be discussed, in no particular order are:
 Nominating Committee recommendation of changes to our by-laws
 Restatement of Sectional financial results
 Croft House lease
 Final Holiday Party arrangements
 Distribution of accumulated local charity funds
 Our upcoming Annual Meeting

Down
Bridge pleasantries
 Falling
Assorted
administrative
 The dreaded other

Dental Bridge

It’s
amazing
and
beautiful
how we all
come
together to
celebrate
during the
holiday
season.

Christmas,
Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa,
Ramadan
or your own
belief.

Doesn’t and
shouldn’t
matter.

Happy
Holidays

