
Mid-South Bridge Conference 
Board of Delegates Zoom Meeting 
April 1, 2025 

The Mid-South Conference Board of Delegates met on April 1, 2025 in a virtual 
Zoom meeting hosted by Vicki Willis, District 10 President. 

District 10 Units were represented by the following Voting Delegates: 

Unit 134 Louisiana Sherrie Goodman 
Unit 138 Mississippi Jerry Burford 
Unit 144 Tennessee Randi Belisomo 
Unit 157 Alabama Thomas Guffin 
Unit 161 Arkansas Elizabeth Farris 
Unit 170 Shreveport Paula Johns 
Unit 179 Central TN Beth Derrick 
Unit180 MS Gulf Coast Gary Meece 
Unit 182 Baton Rouge Vicki Kellum 
Unit 211 N.E. Louisiana Lou McWhorter 
Unit 214 Hattiesburg Sherry Kinkopf 
Unit 215 S. Alabama Sue Wood 
Unit 221 S.W. Louisiana Karen Jennings 
Unit 232 N. Alabama Phil Bridges 
**Unable to attend 

District 10 and Unit Officials in Attendance: 
President Vicki Willis 
Vice President Karen Jennings 
Treasurer Pat Williams 
Secretary Suzanne Torrence 
Tournament Coordinator Charles MacCracken 
Tournament Oversight Susan Bridges 
STAC/NAP Coordinator Sherrie Goodman 
Webmaster Jim Daugherty 
Education/Recorder Karen Jennings 
Assistant Recorder Melinda Voorhies 
ACBL BOD Region 7 Larry Sealy 
Past District 10 President Charles Durrin** 
**Unable to Attend 

President's Welcome - Vicki Willis 

The meeting was called to order by Vicki Willis, President of District 10 at 6:30pm CST. 
All attendees were asked to introduce themselves and state the Unit and/or office that they hold. 

Approval of the Minutes - Vicki Willis 

A motion was made to approve the minutes for the last District 10 Board meeting. The minutes 
from January 21, 2025 were approved and Suzanne will forward the minutes to Jim Daughtery to 
be uploaded on the District 10 website 



Treasurer's Report - Pat Williams (No Attachment) 

Pat Williams presented a screenshot of the bank balances in total $111, 500 in the two accounts. 
The only undeposited funds are the net proceeds from the recent STAC totaling $1900 profit. 
Susan asked what the results from the NABC in Memphis were. Pat explained that 
the Tournament Committee was  given $10,000 for hospitality and they will provide an accounting 
of what they spent and any excess funds would be returned to the District and any amount over 
would be the tournament committee's responsibility. The NABC numbers won't be available for a 
few months. Susan asked about the attendance in Memphis and Larry stated there were 
approximately 6700 tables which was 200 tables less than Louisville driven by a decrease in 
Canadian players’ attendance.  

Tournament Oversight Committee Report - Susan Bridges (Attachment #1) 

Susan presented the Tournament Oversight Committee Report. The District hasn't had any 
completed Regionals this year but have two Regionals scheduled in April - one in Huntsville and 
one in Metairie. We will have a total of 3 Regionals in 2025. The two starting this month and 
Nashville in the Fall. Birmingham has a Regional scheduled in Spring 2026 and Nashville has a 
Regional scheduled in Fall 2026. If Huntsville Regional next week is successful, Huntsville will 
ask to have the Spring 2026 Sectional converted to a Regional. Charlie provided the information 
about the Non-Life Master Regionals and there are currently 4 scheduled for 2025 and 4 NLM 
Regionals for 2026.  

Tournament Coordinator Report - Charlie McCracken (Attachment #2) 

Charlie stated that we are not in good shape for Regionals for 2025 or 2026. We are allotted 5 
NLM Regionals annually and we have 4 NLM Regionals scheduled with one completed in 
January and 3 more scheduled for 2025. We have an open slot for one more NLM in 2025. We 
have 3 Open Regionals scheduled for 2025. We are allotted 4 Open Regionals annually so there 
is  an open slot for one more Open Regional in 2025.We currently have 2 Open Regionals 
scheduled for 2026 but Huntsville has an upcoming Sectional and depending on success may 
convert 2026 Sectional to an Open Regional. STACs are scheduled for 6/2-6/8 including District 7 
with District 10 being the primary so D10 gets the proceeds from the June STAC. There is a 
STAC scheduled in December with District 7 and D7 will get the proceeds from the December 
STAC. These 2 STACs are Royal STACs. 

STAC/NAP Report - Sherri Goodman (No Attachment) 

Sherrie did not have a report since she hadn't fully assumed the role and won't until after the New 
Orleans Regional.  

Education Report - Karen Jennings (No Attachment) 

Karen received one request for reimbursement pending verification and once received, it will be 
sent to the Executive Committee for approval.  

Recorder Report - Karen Jennings (Attachment #3 and 4) 



We have had 2 notice of decisions from Unit 134 since the last BOD meeting. Previously we were 
sending the notices to the unit secretaries to send out to everyone. ACBL has indicated that that 
does not need to be done anymore as there is a list on ACBL's website with all players with 
disciplinary notices. Sherrie mentioned that the virtual club managers were getting discipline 
notifications during Covid and she feels that virtual club managers need to be made aware of 
disciplinary notices for online cheating so the folks can be blocked from the online games. Larry 
agreed and will discuss during the next ACBL BOD meeting. There were 89 notices sent out in 
April because during the last run, all of the player memos from the last 4 years were reviewed so 
the list is long and some folks don't know where the list is housed. Pat asked if ACBL systems 
identify disciplined players and block them from games and if the disciplined players did play, 
wouldn't that increase their suspension. Larry said the systems would recognize suspended 
players but identified 2 scenarios that illustrate a gap.  Since the ACBL database updates once a 
month, there can be a gap/delay between the suspension and the database update. Also, 
someone can resign or not pay their dues while charges are pending and can go to the local club 
to play since you can play at the club without being an ACBL member. If someone does play 
while they are suspended and the club manager is aware, the club manager and the suspended 
player can be subject to charges. Karen quoted from the disciplinary notice stating that it is the 
disciplined party's responsibility to be aware of all ACBL rules and regulations that may affect 
their rights to participate in sanctioned events and activities. If the club manager hasn't received 
the disciplinary notice so isn't aware and lets the player play in the game, there would be no 
charge against the club manager but if the club manager is aware and knowingly lets the player 
play in the club game, then they are subject to sanctions.  Online club managers will have to 
review the database that is posted on the ACBL website to find those folks and block them from 
the online game. What is the responsibility of BBO for banning and blocking players? Previously, 
BBO would ban players but since the ownership change, they tend to be more forgiving. Vicki 
mentioned that the 2 current players with disciplinary notices had been playing at the club but 
didn't know until the notice was received. A question was raised about why the other partner was 
not named in the notice and Larry explained that the details of each notice is not published until 
the player has been through the entire process so the partner's case may still be pending. 

ACBL BOD Meeting Update - Larry Sealy (Attachment #5) 

Larry covered the Memphis Board Meeting and the status of EDGAR. We had a great NABC in 
Memphis in March. The ACBL board acknowledged Unit 144 and the Tournament Chair, Bruce 
Wachsman and volunteers for all of their work to make it a success.  

There was a net profit for 2024 of 1.56M vs a projected budget loss of $313K. Balance sheet 
currently has $9M in investments with $5.8M in deferred revenue from future membership 
expirations. Membership is down by 6,000 over PY but 2025 YTD trends are positive with a 26% 
increase in new members and a 27% increase in guest membership.  

Jump Start Bridge is introducing bridge to middle and high school students and Patty Tucker 
provided an overview to the ACBL board. There are 411 registered teachers and 18,000 students 
across 236 cities that have been enrolled.  

Playing sites were approved for upcoming NABCs including Orlando (Hyatt Regency) Summer 
2028 and Atlanta (Hyatt Regency Downtown) 2029 NABC. Several cities were considered but 
were deemed not viable because of cost or availability.  



ACBL is considering a Ranking Reward program that will incentivize players as they achieve 
different ranks. This is in the idea phase and work is focusing on a communication plan and 
creating a tracking system.  

There are several task forces in place for 2025 and one task force, led by Joann Glasson, is 
focusing on improving the tournament experience. The task force is taking a comprehensive look 
at tournament challenges for tournament organizers based on feedback from tournament 
organizers, players and Tournament Directors. The key focus areas are optimizing tournament 
schedules and improving Director staffing models. 

ACBL management continues to promote ACBL Clubhouse games with only limited games 
having success and only when pigmented points are offered. Beginning in May, ACBL will be 
reducing pigmented points awarded in Clubhouse games to 25% of the total master point award.  

The CBCD (Computer Based Cheating Detection) Summary was presented. There was a long 
hiatus between July '24 and November '24 where there were no additional analysis requests from 
EDGAR while ACBL was refining the CDR (Code of Disciplinary Regulations). On November 7, 
2024, there was a large request for data runs including all of the player memos from the last 4 
years and approximately 6700 random player draws from people that played online. There were 
9% reds (cheating to a high likelihood) with the player memos posting approximately 18% red. 
There were 30 players eligible for warnings (not published) but were upgraded to fast track 
discipline 1 (published with a 6 month suspension) because some did not respond and some 
refused to complete their ethics certification. Of the cases identified as red, 70% have been 
resolved. Over 50 inactive or non-members were identified as cheating. The percentage of reds 
identified by EDGAR is over 3% but some of the increase was driven by the increase in player 
memos submitted. Of the new cases identified, only 3 are going to IBA. Susan asked if there 
have been any cases where the person was flagged as red but were not found to be cheating. 
The process is that EDGAR identifies players flagged as red and then a person from ACBL 
reviews each case to confirm that they should flag as red so there have been a few that have 
been downgraded from red to yellow. 

New Business/Discussion:  

Swiss Team Event Scheduling: Susan Bridges asked about tournament schedules and Swiss 
games. She heard that some units have had more success with Swiss events by moving Swiss to 
the beginning of the tournament vs the end of the tournament and wanted to get input. 
Historically, her unit's tournaments have scheduled Swiss toward the end of the tournament and 
have had lower attendance on that day. Sherrie and Vicki spoke from their recent experience with 
the New Orleans tournaments and have had more success with Swiss events toward the 
beginning of the tournament. Pat confirmed that Nashville had a similar experience. Charlie 
added tournament fatigue impacts attendance for events scheduled later in the tournament. 
Charlie suggests scheduling Bracketed vs Round Robin Swiss Team events. Vicki indicated that 
their unit is attempting to get novices comfortable with Swiss team events. Phil Bridges asked if 
by moving the Swiss team to earlier in the tournament, did the tournament experience a drop off 
in pairs attendance toward the end of the tournament. Patrick confirmed that there has historically 
always been a drop off in attendance toward the end of the tournament. 

Club Glitter Point Events: Sherrie stated that she has enjoyed having glitter point games at the 
club but with the volume of special games, she has difficulty scheduling the free Club 
Championships because it's hard to find space on the game calendar. Sherrie asked about NABC 
Memphis attendance in top flight games vs non top flights games. She wondered if the drop off in 



midflight and non-life master games have been impacted by the accessibility to glitter point 
games locally and online.  Larry confirmed that this was a discussion during the March ACBL 
BOD meeting. This is one of the reasons why ACBL is limiting the number of glitter point awarded 
online in ACBL Clubhouse to 25% from 100%. The concern is that by offering many online glitter 
point events, it will impact tournament attendance. Patrick offered that his unit may not continue 
to participate in the glitter points offered at the club because open players don't favor them 
because there is no multiplier utilized.  

Financial Support for Grand National Teams: This is the first cycle that will have 4 flights for 
GNT. Historically, the District has given a $700/pp stipend for folks representing the District in 
each GNT level (3) and the 2 lower levels were allowed two teams if there was enough 
participation in the final event. Patrick has emailed Jerry Buford to ask how many registrations 
there were and Sherrie offered there were 5 - A level, 5 - B Level 2 or 3 - C Level and she didn't 
know how many at the A/X level. Pat confirmed that the District had received the Grass 
Roots monies which are intended to fund the District's support of the GNT Teams. Last Year, if 
you divided the Grass Roots monies by 16, it equated to almost $700/pp. It 
currently doesn't appear that we will be a second team at any flight. Patrick stated that the $700/
pp stipend has been in place for several years. GNT stipends are provided by the District and 
NAP stipends are from ACBL. For GNTs, along with the $700/pp stipend, ACBL also allows GNT 
players (in flights A, B and C) to play the first and second day for free. Patrick opened the 
discussion to the idea of increasing the stipend based on increasing costs. Our District has over 
5000 members and the penetration of players participating in GNT/NAPs is less than 1%. Patrick 
suggested that the board vote on the amount of the 2025 stipend for teams representing the 
District. Beth Derrick asked Patrick the amount of the stipend by ACBL to players representing 
their district in NAPs and Patrick indicated it was $700/pp. Vicki asked Pat if he had an amount in 
mind for the GNT stipend and he did not. Charlie McCracken provided a historic perspective on 
member participation in GNTs and participation was driven by the local clubs who promoted their 
players to compete. Phil Bridges suggested increasing the stipend to $1000/pp which would be 
$5000 above what the Grass Roots funds provide. Sherrie suggested that we have our club 
manager’s focus on promoting GNT participation throughout the year to enroll more folks to 
participate in GNTs. Phil also suggested that when club managers are promoting GNTs, it should 
be emphasized that there is potential for winning a significant number of gold points in GNT 
games. Patrick indicated that we as a board needed to align on the GNT stipend for this year as 
the GNT Teams will be decided by the end of May. Sherrie G made the motion that we maintain 
the $700/pp stipend for 2025 and as a District, campaign to increase participation in next year's 
GNT and NAP contests. The motion was approved unanimously.  

Charlie McCracken Retirement Announcement: Charlie announced that this will be his last 
year actively working ACBL tournaments. Charlie's replacement is Larry Huiras from Minneapolis, 
MN who will be moving to Horn Lake, MS. After the summer NABC, Larry will be transitioning into 
the role and will begin taking tournament assignments.  

Old Business:  

Frequency of Board Meetings: The bylaws will need revisions if the frequency of the meetings 
is changed. As the bylaws are being reviewed, it will be addressed at the next board meeting. 
Proposed change will be moving from 2 meetings/annually to 3 meetings/annually. 



Next Meeting Scheduled for Tuesday August 26, 2025 at 6:30PM CT 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:35 PM CT 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzanne Torrence 



APPENDIX 

Attachment #1 - District 10 Tournament Oversight Committee Report 
  

D10 Tournament Oversight Committee (TOC) Members:  Susan Bridges (Chair), Priscilla 
Carleton, Vicki Willis, Mickey Groggel, Terry VanDyke, Charlie McCracken (ACBL Advisor) 



Summary of 2023 D10 Open Regionals 

Summary of 2024 D10 Open Regionals 

Nashville and Birmingham Regionals in 2024. Both regionals were well attended for post-
covid events.   

Scheduled D10 Open Regionals for 2025 & 2026 

Location Date Tables D10 Profit 
Share

Nashville October 2-8, 
2023

771 $6516

Hot Springs 
Village

December 4-9, 
2023

417 $2476

Total $8992

Location Date Tables D10 Profit 
Share

Shreveport June 26-28, 
2024

314 $4,474 

Nashville September 
22-28, 2024

643.5 $2,100

Birmingham November 
12-17, 2024

374.5 $5,651

Total $12,225

Location Dates

Huntsville April 3-5, 2025

Metairie April 14-18, 2025

Nashville October 13-19 2025

Birmingham March 10-14, 2026

Nashville October 5-11, 2026



Scheduled D10 NLM Regionals for 2025  

Scheduled D10 NLM Regionals for 2026  

Location Dates Tables

Jackson (Flowood) January 23-26, 2025 87

Gulfport April 4-6, 2025

Lake Charles July 27-18, 2025

Baton Rouge August 21-24, 2025

Location Dates

Jackson January 23-25, 2026

Huntsville April 9-11, 2026

Gulfport April 23-26, 2026

Baton Rouge August 20 – 22, 2026



Attachment #2 - District 10 Tournament Coordinator Report 

April, 25 Report to the D-10 Board. 

Sanctioned Open Regionals 

4/3-6/25 Huntsville 

4/14/18/25 Metairie (New Orleans) 

10/13-19/25 Nashville 

3/10-14/26 Birmingham 

10/5-11/26 Nashville 

Sanctioned I/N Regionals 

Jan 23-26, 2025 Flowood (Jackson MS) had 87 tables. 

4/3-6/25 Gulfport, MS 

6/17-19/25 Lake Charles, LA 

8/21-24/25 Baton Rouge 

1/23-25/26 Flowood (Jackson MS) 

4/9-11/26 Huntsville ** 

4/23-26/26 Gulfport, MS 

8/20-22/26 Baton Rouge 

** May change to an Open Regional if the Huntsville Regional this month goes well. 

D-10 STaCs: 6/2-8/25 Includes D-7, 9/1-7/25, 12/8-14/25, Includes D-11 &amp; D-7 

Gatlinburg Dates: April 20-26/2026, April 19-25/2027. 



Sectional Sanctions are in good shape for this year. Sanctions for ’26 are past due for 

the first quarter of 2026. They may be sanctioned early for the latter part of ’26. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Charles MacCracken, D-10 Tournament Coordinator 

Attachment #3 and #4 - Recorder Report 
 

March 17, 2025  
  

NOTICE OF DECISION  
    

  

  

  
CDR 404(A) Proba/on. A determina4on that a Disciplined Person has commi;ed an offense such that any further viola4on of the 
CDR, whether similar or different, may result in Suspension or Expulsion.  A Disciplinary Body may impose a prohibi4on on playing 
with a par4cular partner as a condi4on of the Disciplined Person’s Proba4on.   
CDR 404(B) Suspension. The Disciplined Person is ineligible to par4cipate in any ACBL sanc4oned event or ac4vity for a specified 
period.   
CDR 403(C) Limits on par/cipa/on following discipline. While serving a Suspension or while expelled, a Disciplined Person may 
not par4cipate in any online, na4onal, District, Unit, club or other ACBL sanc4oned ac4vity, including, but not limited to  
(i) ac4ng as non-playing captain, (ii) kibitzing any game or event, (iii) being physically present in the playing area of a tournament, 
or (iv) par4cipa4ng personally or through a corpora4on or other en4ty, agent, “doing business as” or other device in bridge-
related affairs of the ACBL or of any ACBL affiliated organiza4on.   

Disciplined Party Debbie Reily ACBL# 6479847 District 10 Unit 134 

Online Pla=orm BBO IBA 
Case

 N/A Award Date N/A ACBL Case  2025-ACBL-275 

CDR ViolaCon 301(A)(2) Collusive Chea4ng: Online. “Online Collusive Chea4ng” is the exchange or    transmission 
of informa4on between two or more people, at least one of whom is a contestant in an online bridge 
compe44on, in any manner not expressly permi;ed by Law 73. The informa4on need not be actually 
used by a player to prove a Viola4on under this sec4on. This sec4on includes agreements made by 
persons who are not partners or contestants, including, but not limited to kibitzers or teammates. 

Discipline Imposed Start Date End Date 

Suspension 03/14/2025 06/13/2025 

Proba4on 06/14/2025 06/13/2027 

Member Not in Good Standing 03/14/2025 06/13/2027 

Prohibited from playing online with complicit partner during 
proba4on 

06/14/2025 06/13/2027 

Forfeiture of 10% of total Masterpoints 



  
However, the Disciplined Person may engage in volunteer ac4vi4es as requested by their Unit or District Board while serving a 
suspension. Those Disciplined Persons must be “ac4ve” in that their dues are paid while volunteering.  
  
Disciplined Persons may not be appointed to serve on either Unit or District Boards or engage in fiduciary ac4vi4es while serving 
their suspension and all prohibi4ons for a Member Not in Good Standing remain in place.  

  

March 20, 2025  
  

NOTICE OF DECISION  
    

  

  

  
CDR 404(A) Proba/on. A determina4on that a Disciplined Person has commi;ed an offense such that any further viola4on of the 
CDR, whether similar or different, may result in Suspension or Expulsion.  A Disciplinary Body may impose a prohibi4on on playing 
with a par4cular partner as a condi4on of the Disciplined Person’s Proba4on.  
  
CDR 404(B) Suspension. The Disciplined Person is ineligible to par4cipate in any ACBL sanc4oned event or ac4vity for a specified 
period.  
  
CDR 403(C) Limits on par/cipa/on following discipline. While serving a Suspension or while expelled, a Disciplined Person may 
not par4cipate in any online, na4onal, District, Unit, club or other ACBL sanc4oned ac4vity, including, but not limited to  
(i) ac4ng as non-playing captain, (ii) kibitzing any game or event, (iii) being physically present in the playing area of a tournament, 
or (iv) par4cipa4ng personally or through a corpora4on or other en4ty, agent, “doing business as” or other device in bridge-
related affairs of the ACBL or of any ACBL affiliated organiza4on.   

  

Disciplined Party Om Garg ACBL# 3800814 District 10 Unit 134 

Online Pla=orm BBO IBA 
Case

 N/A Award Date N/A ACBL Case  2025-ACBL-244 

CDR ViolaCon 301(A)(2) Collusive Chea4ng: Online. “Online Collusive Chea4ng” is the exchange or    transmission 
of informa4on between two or more people, at least one of whom is a contestant in an online bridge 
compe44on, in any manner not expressly permi;ed by Law 73. The informa4on need not be actually 
used by a player to prove a Viola4on under this sec4on. This sec4on includes agreements made by 
persons who are not partners or contestants, including, but not limited to kibitzers or teammates. 

Discipline Imposed Start Date End Date 

Suspension 03/14/2025 06/13/2025 

Proba4on 06/14/2025 06/13/2027 

Member Not in Good Standing 03/14/2025 06/13/2027 

Prohibited from playing online with complicit partner during 
proba4on 

06/14/2025 06/13/2027 

Forfeiture of 10% of total Masterpoints 



However, the Disciplined Person may engage in volunteer ac4vi4es as requested by their Unit or District Board while serving a 
suspension. Those Disciplined Persons must be “ac4ve” in that their dues are paid while volunteering.  
  
Disciplined Persons may not be appointed to serve on either Unit or District Boards or engage in fiduciary ac4vi4es while serving 
their suspension and all prohibi4ons for a Member Not in Good Standing remain in place.  
  
  

Attachment #5 ACBL BOD Meeting Update  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


