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The Master of Games

State of Kuwait - 4™ March1999 -"The Kuwaiti Newspaper Al-Qabas."
Abdul-Lateef Yosef Al-Daeg*

The Most Popular Sport in the World. The
world widespread sport is football. Most of us
might suppose that basketball or tennis or any
similar game occupies the second position
after football. Yet, this is not a correct
hypothesis because there is another sport that
has been not only recently included in the
Olympic Games but also to join its Winter
Olympic Games hoped as early as 2002. This
is the most widespread popular game after
football. In "Guinness "Book of records, this
game attained in 1988 the largest athletics
gathering, which surpassed the Olympic
Tournament itself. The players who
participated in this game's championship in
that year were seventy-five thousand;
however, at the beginning of the nineties, this
number exceeded one hundred thousand.

This game or sport is "BRIDGE ", it is important
to mention here that due to the efforts exerted
in the State of Kuwait and especially the
contribution of both Al-Sheikh Ahmed Al-Fahd
Al-Sabah - President of Asian Olympic Council
and Kuwait Olympic Committee, as well as
Sa'id Al Saleh - President of Kuwait Bridge
Committee, that this game is included in the
Olympic  sphere. The Kuwaiti Bridge
Committee with the co-operation of Al-Sheikh
Ahmed Al-Fahd, President and Vice-President
of World Bridge Federation called to a meeting
with Asian continent senior sports leaders and
Olympic leaders during the twelfth general
assembly meeting of The Asian Olympic
Council that was held in the State of Kuwait
under the Patronage of His Highness the Amir.
This meeting was hosted by the State of Kuwait
from 30th November, to 3rd December 1993,
in order to propose this game to them. The
meeting resulted in the promise by the

International Olympic Committee leaders to
vote in favor of including "BRIDGE "in the
Olympic competition during their next meeting.
Thereatfter,

"BRIDGE" was indeed accepted as an Olympic
game, thanks to Kuwaiti efforts and
perseverance. Appreciation letters from World
Bridge Federation to Al-Sheikh Ahmed Al-Fahd
and the Kuwaiti Bridge Committee bear
witness to this fact.

What is strange here is that the Kuwaiti Bridge
Organization is founded as an active and social
sports organization from 1957; that is to say
before the majority of all the current
Federations and Committees. In spite of this,
The Public Authority for Youth & Sports and the
Kuwait National Olympic Committee have not
yet officially recognized or incorporated this
Committee notwithstanding Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahd's sympathetic stance as well as the
support and encouragement given to this
Committee by the Director-General of the
Public Authority for Youth and Sports.

Nowadays, we are waiting for the Ministry of
Social Affairs' decision about the Kuwait Bridge
Committee, which has submitted its case to the
Minister of Social Affairs, who has shown
positive understanding and response towards
the Committee, At this junction, we hope the
Ministry of Social Affairs who do justice to the
Kuwait Bridge Committee.

We take this opportunity to express
appreciation to the sporting youth and
businessmen, without whose support the
Kuwait Bridge Committee would not have
attained such noticeable achievements
throughout the past forty years.



In WMemory of Nuha Hattar Ghanem
She Solves i+ on the Table

By Ghassan Ghanem

She kept on asking me to enhance the natural
bidding system we played with new gadgets.
"This convention needs rectification"”, she
used to tell me; or "The gap in this sequence
should be filled", and sometimes, "You revisit
this sequence, it occupies a lot of bidding
space"” and so on. Whenever | asked her to
concentrate more on the hand play by giving
her a hand to look at, or a book to read, "All
of it comes on the table. “You taught me the
basics, complications would be solved on the
table", she used to answer.

Now You See...Now You Don't

aAKT72
v-
+J98754
&»A87
AaJ854 N A Q96
vK973 W{}}E vQT85
+QT3 * K
29 S 206542
aA3
vAl642
*Ab62
&»KT3
West North East South
- - Pass INT
Pass 2NT W Pass 3
Pass 3a Pass 3NT
Pass 46 Pass 4 9@
Pass 442 Pass 5 &G
Pass 5e Pass 5v@
Pass 6 &? Pass 6 ¢
All Pass

(1) Transfer to diamonds.
(2) Cue bids, always cheapest, first or second round control.
(3) One or three of the top honors of the diamonds’ suit.

West led the club jack and Nuha won in
dummy. A small diamond brought the king
which was taken by the ace. Nuha cashed the
heart ace discarding a club from dummy and

ruffed a heart. She came back to her hand with
the club king and ruffed another heart. Back to
the spade ace and a third heart was ruffed. She
cashed the spade king and ruffed a spade.
Then Nuha introduced the good heart jack
leaving West in a dilemma: If she ruffs with the
diamond ten, she will be over-ruffed with the
jack; if she ruffs with the diamond queen, the
hand is over, and if she discards, dummy also
discards and declarer would introduce her last
club to make the last tricks. She chose to
discard, and she chalked up the score of the
small slam.

The diamond king drop marked the play of the
hand all through. Two spade tricks, two heart
tricks, one diamond trick, two club tricks, one
spade ruff in hand and four ruffs in dummy,
made 12 tricks over all.



Twu WMemory of Amr Al-Asdalani and Molhammad Shaker Al-Ghamrawi

The Minister of Defense

By: Ghassan Ghanem

“Count the high cards, but try to picture the original shape as early as you can”.

This hand had been reported by Brian Senior to
the daily bulletin of the world’s Bridge Teams
Championships held in Sao Paolo — Brazil in
2009. The story comes from the Seniors
Championship quarter final; it was Egypt
facing England. England was leading
throughout, but Egypt made a strong come
back and the match was not decided until the
last board.

Amr El-Asqalani of Egypt is known in the MENA
bridge circles as “The Minister of Defense”, a
name that was justified by his defense
capabilities. | knew Amer since 1964 when we
were colleagues at the faculty of Engineering
of Ain Shams University. We teem mated twice,
in 1970 we played for the faculty team to when
the Championship of the faculty of Engineers
in  Egypt, and represented the Royal
Automobile Club in the Egypt Inter Club in
1985-1986. | knew Shaker in 1970 when | use to
play few rubbers at Heliopolis Sporting Club.
Both of them where fine gentlemen and good
friends. Watch them defending this hand.

The bidding went the same at both tables. The
English player sitting east led a small heart to
the Jack and Ace.

The Late Engineers Amer El - Asqalani and
Mohammad Shaker El - Ghamrawi.

M. Granovtter.

Board No. 8, Dealer West, and No Vul.

AAJB5

vAQS8

¢ A532

%53
a974 N AKI102
vlJé6 W{$*E v10975
+1097 +864
*K9876 $ *AQ4

aQ63

vK432

¢+ KQJ
% J102

West North East South
Shiko Amr

- INT Pass 3NT
All Pass.

Declarer went to dummy via diamonds and
finessed the spade jack. East won his spade
king and played back the heart ten. Declarer
made ten tricks fulfilling his contract with an
over trick.

Amr was sitting east for Egypt and in the replay
he led the ten of heart, declarer won in hand
and repeated the same playing sequence,
reached dummy via a diamond and finessed
the spade jack. Amr won the spade King,
counted the hands carefully and realized that
the only three points could be held with his
partner - Muhammad Shaker EI Ghamrawi
known to his close friends as "Shiko” - that may
beat the contract is the club’s king. So what?

Amr cashed the club’s Ace and Queen and
played his last club to his partner who cashed
three more tricks to collect 100 dear points and
eleven Imps to Egypt. “Mission accomplished
minister”, Shiko murmured smilingly.

Egypt won the battle, but lost the war by a lone
Imp. And England went all the way to win the
whole event.
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In Memory of Hany Garrana

Havds from Cairo Festival

By the late Hany Garrana

A Case for the defense

It sounds like a good title for a detective
film, but sometimes, that is what bridge is
all about.

N/S Vulnerable.

Dealer North.

Teams. a7
v AKJ?
¢+ KQ84
& KT64

AJ9853 N AQT62

v74 g ¥YQ6532
$763 ¢ AT2

*«Q52 S & A
a AK4
vT8
¢+ J95
&J9873

West North East South
-- K Double Redouble

Ta 2v 24 3%
Pass 4 Pass S5
All Pass

West led the seven of hearts won by the
Ace in dummy. The declarer has two Aces
missing and his only hope is not to lose the
Queen of frumps. So he came to hand with
the ace of spades and finessed the ten of
tfrumps which was won by the singleton
ace of east. How should East proceed...2

Eastrealized from the way declarer played
that the Queen of trumps must be with
west and he had to find a way to enable
west to make this vital trick, after some
good thinking he found the answer, the
Queen of hearts won by dummy's King, but
declarer was then helpless, as he could not
come back to hand to finesse again.
Down one and another case won for
defense.

Tightening the rivet

This is a very interesting hand that
appeared during the Eighth Cairo
international festival. It was played by most
declarers in three no-trumps while few
played it six diamonds:

AAQ62

v5

+J1082

*AK74
a53 N AaK1098
vJ62 W_@_E vQ98743
+943 +5
%*J9532 S «*«Q10

aJ74

v AK10

* AKQ76

* 86

At one table west led the two of heart
against a three no-trumps contract.

East played the Queen and declarer won
with the Ace. Declarer played a small
spade and East over took the Queen in
dummy with his King and returned a heart.
How should declarer proceed to make the
maximum possible number of tricks?

Declarer won with the King, then played
two round of spade ending in dummy.
Declarer started running his diamonds and
on the last one he had in hand 10 of hearts
and his two small clubs while kept in
dummy the Ace, King and seven of clubs.
Poor West had to hold his Jack of hearts
and could only keep two clubs in hand,
the rivet was tightened and Declarer
managed to make the last three club tricks
in dummy for a total of twelve tricks and a
bundle of points.



Bidding Tools

Negative Over Negative Doubles

By: Faical Hamdan )

The aggressive competitive bidding that is so
common now a day keeps on to produce many
problems that Ely Culbertson and other players
in his era never had to face. In those serene calm
days, someone would open the bidding, his
partner would respond, the opening bidder
would continue to describe his hand
uncontested, the opponents would remain
silent. Not so today, you can have slam-strength
hands between you and your partner and have
to fight the opponents up to the five level or
even the slam level itself. Techniques have
evolved to help cope with this high
competitiveness.

Here is a rather common problematic situation:

West North East South
-- 1 1a Double
24 ?

You open one club and partner expresses his
hand via a Negative Double, showing hearts and
probably diamonds. Your hand is:
Aa932 wK864 + A7 *KQ105
Now you want to compete, so you bid three
hearts, but this bid creates a problem for your
partner who holds:
AaQ6 vAJ93 ¢+ Q642 %743
Should partner bid a game in hearts or pass? The
answer depends on his hand, if partner holds the
example hand, He should pass because there are

two spades losers, one diamond loser and one
or two clubs losers, even if he manages the heart

suit for no losers, there are still five losers.
Suppose, however, you hold:

a9 9vKQI104 +KJ3 «KQJ85

Your hand is a king better than the first example
hand and four hearts is cold opposite partner's
holding barring a bad trump break. How can your
partner tell which hand you hold? The solution is to
play the Negative over Negative Double>

When you hold the first example hand, the auction
should be:

West North East South
- 1a 1a Double™®
2a Double @

1. Negative Double
2. Negative over negative double, showing a minimum
hand and four hearts.

Now your hand is clear to your partner. He can sign
off in three hearts without worrying about missing a
game. If you hold the second example hand, the
auction should proceed:

West North East South
- la 1a Double®
24 3v Pass 4

1. Negative Double.
2. Four hearts and extra values.

Your three hearts bid should be alerted by partner: It
shows four hearts and some extra values that is at
least one King more than a minimum opening bid.
And now your partner can bid the game counting on
the additional values you promised via your Negative
over Negative Double.

(*)
President of Lebanon Bridge Federation for many years. An
experienced director and organizer. Represented Lebanon
internationally in many regional and international top events.
The article was published in the Jordan Bridge Bulletin 20 years
ago




Ivn Mewmory of Raymond Vitale

Elopement and the Devil's Coup

By: Raymond Vitale

We, Bridge journalists are grateful when
champions have misunderstanding in their
bidding to reach bad contracts and fry to
find the rare play that leads to success and
therefore so many fine plays would have
been relegated to oblivion if bidding by
experts was always perfect.

Take, for example, the case where
defenders have Jxx opposite Qx which is the
holding usually given for what is known as
“The devil's coup”, the coup where a
seemingly sure trump winner vanishes owing
to a certain lie of cards. If you play the safe
game with an outside winner for the
defense, you will probably claim 11 tricks
without looking further. But, if you are in the
bad slam, you may find the line of play
leading to this very rare coup.

In probably the most famous book on
advanced play “Adventures in Card play”,
Géza OTTLK and Hugh KELSEY from the
viewpoint of their analysis, classify the
following Devil's Coup as a double
elopement by rank. This form of ending is
possible with a number of different tfrump
holdings including the following two:

aAQ6
v -
Q__
&2

4J654 N 109

In each case spades are trumps and south
leads his heart to take the rest of the tricks.
They give the following examples when you
have this hand as South:

4aAJ732 9J852 +AKQI0O &--
Your partner opens with a bid of one club
and you respond one spade. Partner
reverses in hearts and subsequently raises
spades. Using asking bids, you discover that
he has two aces, the King and Queen of
spades and another King besides.

Naturally, you bid the Grand Slam in spades
and it is only after dummy goes down that
you notice that your black jack is in fact the
jack of clubs. Suddenly, your contract
becomes far less obvious. The full hand is the
following:

4aKQ8

YyAKé64

¢ J

&»A8753
410654 N &J9

v93 vyQi107
+8743 w E 49652
&»K102 S Q964



West leads the nine of hearts to dummy’s
King and east follows with the seven.
Apparently the heart queen is not going to
drop and you think of the only obvious play,
to cash the another top heart, discard two
hearts on the diamonds and try to ruff a
heart with dummy’s eight of spades. But you
need to find the diamonds not worse than 5-
3 and west with precisely 6 5 4 or J 10 9 in
spades. In the latter case, he may ruff the
third heart, but can over-ruff and still draw
trumps successfully.

But, this is a very long shot. It is the time to
think an elopement. That will require a 4-4
diamond split, but it will succeed in eleven of
the twenty 3-3 trump distributions. The
elopement also succeeds in three of the 4-2
breaks (when East has J10, J9 or 109) which
include the actual hand. The line of play is
the following:

You play the Ace of clubs and ruff a club,
return to the ace of hearts and ruff another
club, then play four rounds of diamonds,
discarding two hearts and a club from
dummy. The end position is the following:

4aKQ8

'___

‘___

&8
410654 N QJQ9
- v
.- w E
& S & Q

aA7

vJ8

‘___

*___

You are in hand and you lead the eight of
hearts. West still has to go in with the ten of
spades to stop the elopement of dummy’s
eight. You over-ruff with the queen and lead
the club which you ruff with the seven of
spades and West cannot over-ruff.

You may think that such a hand played at
the grand slam level is only the product of
the imagination of the authors. But look what
happened to the late Giorgio Belladonna,

one of the greatest all time players. He
showed the following hand in Venice to
Martin Hoffman who reported it in his book
“More Tales of Hoffman”.
aQ?2
vyAK1087
¢A653
& A4
41087 N 4aK?9
vJ54 vyQ62
+Qli08 W E 4k972
*975 S #8632
aAJ6543
v93
+ 4
«*KQJ10

Playing with an occasional partner and after
a miscalculation in the bidding, Belladonna
ended in seven spades. West led a
diamond, won by the Ace.

At the table, most players would probably
try the queen of trumps, hoping for some sort
of mistake on East’s part. But there is another
fine way to make the contract. You ruff a
diamond at trick two and continue with a
frump reduction until you arrive at the
following ending:

aQ2
v108
’___

41087 N + K9

v - v -
W E
M. _$ N

*97 S 863

¢ —
*KQJ

You play three rounds of clubs and the
defense cannot prevent you from making
the grand Slam, you over-ruff West and
finesse the King of spades! So, please,
continue to bid badly and play brilliantly in
order to provide us with interesting material
for our chronicles.



In Mewmory of Yacoub Tssa Haddad

Suit Preference Signals

By: Yacoub Issa Haddad

When giving suit preference you can actually tell
your partner which suit to lead including a
confinuation of the suit that has been led.

1. When giving partner a ruff.

2. When partner leads a singleton.

3. When the opening lead has set up a number
of discarding in dummy and the lead has
been made in a supported suit.

4. When third hand has shown six plus cards in
the suit that was led.

5. When a high honor is led and dummy has a
singleton.

The suit preference signalis the simplest and most
elegant of all the suit signals, yet the average
player has more trouble with it than with any
other signal. Why?2 That is because he confuses it
with the attitude signal. Attitude is given the vast
majority of time. This article deals with the
exceptional cases where a 'suit preference'
signals is given instead. What is the deference?
When giving attitude on a high honor lead from
partner, a low card from third hand asks for a
shift, but does not tell partner to which suit he
should shift. Partner is supposed to figure it out by
sighting the lead and the dummy, and revising
the bidding.

When giving suit preference you can actually tell
your partner which suit you want to be led or
continued. Here are five common suit
preference scenarios that you should be familiar
with, the first being by far the most common and
most important.

e When discarding, a relatively high card
asks for the return of the higher ranking
side suit, while a relatively low card asks
for the return of the lower ranking side
suit.

The play fo trick one is suit preference: A
low high card asks for continuation, an
odd high card asks for the lower ranking
suit, and an even high cards asks for the
higher ranking suit.

If partner leads a suit that proves to be
singleton in dummy, or it had established
more than a winner of the same suit in
dummy, then the typical suit preference
should prevail. A small card asks for the



lower ranking side suit, and a high card
asks for the higher ranking side suit.

e Alternatively, the play to the first trick is
aftitude, were an unusually high card
asks partner to shift to the least likely side
suit, and the play of a low card asks
partner to shift to the most likely side suit,
that is a preference to the shift, and the
play of a middle card asks for a
contfinuation. When giving attitude a low
card doesn't mean 'shift to the lower-
ranking suit’, it means 'shift fo the obvious
suit'. However, once in a blue moon you
may want partner to shift to the least
likely side suit, the one partner wouldn't
dream of leading, unless you give him a
signal by Playing a screamingly high
card, usually an honor.

e When giving partner a ruff, the size of the
card will give him preference to which
suit you want him fo return, a small card
asks for the lower ranking relevant suit,
and a high card asks for the relevant
higher ranking suit, take an example.

lllustration:
aAQ
The vQ
¢+ AQ754
Partner *AQJI109 You
A - N A7643
v AK102 vJ9843
+ 10863 W‘E}}E v K192
86543 S »-
aKJ109852
v/765
‘_
&K72

confract is six spades by South. Partner has led
the heart ace, the hearts being an un-bid suit
which means that your carding should be an
aftitude signal with the added plus of the suit

preference signal. Here you want a club shift so
badly. But, club is the suit partner is least likely to
shift to, so you play the heart three, your smallest
card, a suit preference signal - since heart is
singleton in dummy - asking for the lower ranking
suit shift. If partner obliges and returns a club, the
hand is defeated. Now suppose North hand was:

The heart is not singleton any more, and you
apply the suit preference attitude, play the nine
of hearts, an odd high card: High is discouraging,
and odd is suit preference to the lower ranking
suit

Finally:

You should keep remembering the words of the
song, 'You must have faith and believe' when
partner gives you a suit preference signal, even
when it looks scary.

(*) This article is taken from the late Mr. Haddad’s Book
"Natural Bridge Conventions". The book was published in
December 2009; it illustrates most of the bread and butter
information needed for advanced players over 360 pages.
Mr. Haddad, who is an ex-president of the Jordan Bridge
Association, and focused to improve the Ethics and
attitudes of the bridge communities. Mr. Haddad
contributed all the income of his book to the Jordan Bridge
Association. Mr. Haddad was also known for his briefed
booklets, his most important one is the brief about the
Precision System, he prepared it with some alterations
and modifications, new partnerships use to ask one
another: which precision version you play, the original or
Abu Tareq booklet? Marwan Ghanem partnered Abu
Tareq once in Nicosia - Cyprus, and Abu Tareq led the Jack
from a doubleton Queen —Jack and defeated the contract,
Marwan named this lead “Abu Tareq’s Lead”, and
everybody used to call it the same.



Hammamat Festival 2022

By: Marwan Ghanem

Another version of the Al- Hammamat Al-
Tauniseiah Festival had been held in beautiful
city of Hammamat warmed by the unbeatable
hospitality and a straight forward organization,
all coupled with the smooth directorship of Mr.
Waleed Menyawi who is recognized now a day
as one of the best infernational directors.

The calmness of the leading maestro, Mr. Abdul
Jaleel Trabulsi, and the discipline operation
manager Mrs. Neila Djamal Guellaty, had
strongly contributed to the success of the festival.

20 years ago, When | visited Ghassan in Agaba, |
was surprised to discover that the most important
and beautiful street in Aqaba is named After Al-
Hammamat Al- Tunisia. Before | ask, Ghassan told
me that both cities had signed a twinning
agreement years ago.

One more grand slam

| played the mixed teams with Monia Klibi
Jellouli, an old friend who comes from a bridge
family, the mofther, sister, and brother are all
bridge players.

Marwan Ghanem

Here is the hand that came during the second
session of the mixed pairs event, which was the
earliest event on the Agenda of the festival as
the Tunisians are used to.

Board No. 9, Dealer North, and EW Vulnerable.

AA1865
vYAI0932
‘ -
& AK7
aJ94 N aK72
vQlJ W{}}E v5
96 +QJ10852
Q108632 N &J95
aQ3
vK8764
¢ AK743
&4
West North East South
Marwan Monia
- Ta Pass 2¢100)
Pass 2w(2) Pass 3v )
Pass 5¢4) Pass 5a0)
Pass SNT(8) Pass 6417)
Pass 7% All Pass.

(1) fo over one, game force.

(2) Second suit, four or more cards.

(3) Heart support four or more cards.

(4) Exclusion RKCB, asking for
key cards outside the diamond suit.

(5) One or four Aces.

(6) Kings asking bid, with the diamond exclusion sfill
valid.

(7) One or four Kings.

The first response by Monia which was tow
diomond instead of the usual tow heart was
clarified by Munia herself later by two reasons,
first, it occupies less bidding space and makes
the rebid potentials more flexible, the second is
to allocate her defensive values as early as
possible. Either you agree or not there are some
merits for the response and ifs clarification. The
hand helped us to rank third overall.



The 34™ Cairo Festival 2022

By: Ghassan Ghanem

The 34th. Cairo Bridge Festival in May 2022, was
held this year at the Sofitel Hotel which is
surrounded by the River Nile forming a small
peninsula. The following hand came during the
ninth round of the Open Teams event played by
Dr. Ayman Azzam and Dr. Fatena Abu Mezar, it
was hand number two, East dealer, and NS
Vulnherable.

Bidding Boldly

‘ -
vK954
¢ AKQ5432
QT
AaAQJ87 N AKT962
vT186 v/3
*J6 W{}}E o1
* 743 S ® 98652
A543
vAQJ2
987
* AKJ
West North East South
Ayman Fatena
- Pass ITNT
Pass 3a) Pass 3¢(2)
Pass 340 Pass 444
Pass 540 Pass 6416
Pass 7e
All Pass.

(1) Transfer to diamond as per their system.

(2) Complying to partner’s fransfer.

(3) Singleton or void in spades, and checking for
spade values.

(4) Guaranteeing diamond fit and showing no spade
stoppers.

(5) Exclusion Blackwood.

(6) Two Aces outside spade suit.

The bidding needs some clarifications, North bid
three clubs transferring to diaomond as per
partnership agreement, with my regular partners,
[ fransfer to diamond by bidding 2NT, it is a matter

of a partnership agreement with some edge fo
the 2NT option.

After south complied, north bid three spades to
show shortness in the suit, namely, singleton or
void, and checking any spade values with
partner. That is another partnership agreement.
Now south confimed the diamond fit, and
denied any sizeable points in the spade suit,
good news for north.

North applied the Exclusion Blackwood showing
void in spade, and asking partner to show Aces
outside the spade suit.

North bid the grand slam counting on the key
cards with south, namely, the king of club, and
the heart queen which were almost confirmed
after south denied ample spade values.

At the other table, the opponent stopped at the
small slam giving a big swing that pushed the
team up to a comfortable fifth position, the best
Jordanian result in this precise event. Shahrazad
Belbisi and Mahmoud were tfeam-mating Fatena
and Ayman. Congratulations fo Im Aly and
Fatena who both performed superbly.

Dr. Fatena Abu Mezar and Dr. Ayman Azzam at
the table during the Open Teams’ event of the
34th Cairo International Bridge Festival.



Riskless Return

A hand from the 39 Open Pairs that was
defended by Bahjat Majali (South) and Ghassan
Ghanem (North), it was hand number five, North
dealer, and NS Vulnerable.

West North East South
-- Pass INT Pass
2v() Pass 2402 Pass
3w Pass 3NTE)  Pass
44105 Pass Pass Pass

(1) Jacoby Transfer to spade.

(2) Complying to partner’s fransfer.

(3) Second suit — Hearts.

(4) Denying three spades, or four hearts.
(5) Six cards of spades.

West was looking for the appropriate final
confract. Should it be four spades, four hearts, or
three no trumpse When east denied fit in both
majors, west bid four spades exposing her sixth
spade cards.

South led the seven of spades, dummy was
exposed, and that what north was looking at:

aAA42

v K2

+3

®JT798743
AaQJ9865 N
vQJT3
¢ A42 w E
.1._

S
North paused as every defender should do as
early as possible, and tried to find where from the
defense can collect four tricks to defeat the
contract. There were no ftricks in clubs, very
low probability to take a frick in diamond, and
one trick in spades. Accordingly, the defenders
need to take free fricks in hearts.

In teams (IMPs) the decision is easy apart of the
dummy’s heart holding, you lead the king of
hearts, continue hearts hoping that your partner
holds the ace, and gives you a ruff defeating the
contract. If partner doesn’t hold the ace, one
over trick will not make much difference since
you are scoring against one pair only.

Playing Pairs (MPs), one more trick will make a
sizeable difference in the board score, because
you are scoring against the whole field.

So what do you do/ If you focus on the dummy’s
heart holding, you will realize that if declarer not
partner holds the heart ace, then your king is

finessed anyhow. Accordingly, there is no risk
leading the heart king, so you lead it and defeat
the contract. Only 20% of the fifty tables’ field
found this defense. The Full hand.

aAA42

vK2

¢ 3

& JT98743
AaQJ9865 N A K3
vQJT3 w E v965
¢ A42 ¢»KQIJTQ
* - s AQ6

The Mixed Pairs Event

Upper picture Mona Omari and Moath Humam
— First, middle picture, Nawwar Hashem and
Ahmad Zain - third, and lower picture Heyam
Jumean how came tenth with her partner the
well-known Mr. Elewa. Three Jordanian ladies
Partnering three Egyptian gentlemen.



In Memory of Awwad Haddad and Lulbwa Al-Salewm

A Debt of Gratitude

By: The Late Lubna Al-Salem

Dr. Effeem Azar, one of the top players
in Jordan Bridge, would never play in
any national event unless he can
guarantee a stand - by replacement.
Being an obstetrician & gynecologist,
puts him under call anytime.

In  Amman’s National, Open Pairs
Event 1996, | was his choice for
replacement. Of course, his favorite
partner was the late Awwad Haddad
who must have endured changing
partners in one fournament.

But, his close life friendship with Efteem
was above all other considerations.
Efteem was at his bed side till his very
last breath.

| witnessed this board, where Awwad
practiced the courage of his
experience, he was defending three
no-frumps and the lead was the ten of
hearts.

No one would blame South for his
choice of opening TNT with 18 points
against the proficient partnership of
Efteem and Awwad, or because he
embarked on a line of club finesses.
When the unexpected happened it
was too late to recover. Efteem’s ten
of hearts was allowed to hold the first
trick. He persisted with another heart
which ran to Awwad’'s Queen and
was won by declarer’s Ace.

Dealer South a74

All Vul. v J63

¢ JT84

S AQJT
#J798 N Q62
vKT87 W$_E vQ5
+ Q75 ¢ 6432
&% 632 S *K98

A AK53

vA942

¢ AK

&/54
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Awwad Haddad

West North East South
Efteem Awwad
- - - INT
Pass 2 Pass 2v
Pass 3NT All Pass.

At trick three, South broached his first
club finesse winning the trick with
dummy’s ten. He crossed to his hand
and tried the second club finesse; the
club Jack was also allowed to hold the
trick. Declarer played a spade to his King
to play his last clubs confidently asking for
dummy'’s Queen. The appearance of the
king was a shock for declarer. Efteem
whispered in my ear:” Such maneuver is
a typical of Awwad”

Awwad with his ear to the bidding and
with Efteem’s informative count signals in
clubs had formulated his plan: To kill all
the enftries in declarer’'s hand. With his
incredible accuracy and sense of fiming
he got a sole top. To him every board is a
basketball court and he must dunk.



After few hands Efteem received an
emergency calls. (Efteem  was
allowed to keep their cell phones
switched on.)

| partnered Abu Ammar for the first
time and we kept the partnership in
the mixed pair fournaments for more
than three years. So, | reckon now:
Everything happens for areason. Such
is life.

Points of Clarifications:

# In the upper echelons of bridge; the
ability of a top player to give the
adverse a chance to make mistakes is
considered one of defense attributes.
Whenever the defenders offer the
declarers an extra plausible
alternative to the winning line,
Declarers may go wrong because
they like the easier lines perhaps the
lazy ones.

# To defend in teams is to defeat the
confract, in pairs to know what your
paris: To defeat the contract, to hold
declare to contract or to give away
no more than a set numbers of over
tricks.

# It takes courage to risk the club
King, but it is performed in the timing
that partner would cash the
compensating fricks. To a top player
the issue of an over frick is a matter of
life and death.

# Signals are very important weapon,
when adopted effectively should make
defense simpler and to find the winning
lines. Without knowing the accurate

count of West clubs; East would not be
able to execute his maneuver.

Lubna Khalil Al-Salem

(*) The late Awwad Haddad (May his soul rest in
peace) was one of the founders of Jordan Bridge
Association 1979.

He passed away serving his third term as the
president of JBAC. Awwad was one of the pillars
of Jordan Bridge; won many awards in several
national and international events. Awwad was
loved by everyone who knew him and was
affectionately and courteously known as Abu
Ammar. His steady cheerful and loving smile was
a landmark.

The late Abu Ammar spent more than half a
century of his life in Jordan Sports, he served as the
president of the Basketball, Volleyball, Table tennis
Federations for more than a term.
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He played various sports: Table tennis, basketball,

squash, billiard, and rally.

He won championships in every field.

The favorite accolade was the Nation Basket
Ball Champion.

Awwad represented Jordan in countless
international sport championships. In his last 25
years, he held many official posts; the
president of various federations in addition to
many postsin the Jordan Olympic Committee,
He was an advocate of women's right; made
the first move and trained the first ladies
basketball team.

The knight dismounted his horse in January
2007.



For the Sake of Good Mewmory

H. R. H. Prince Faisal Eben Al — Husain,
the President of the Jordan Olympic
Committee delivers the golden medal
of the to the late Nora Shaarawi of
Lebanon during the Medal Giving
celebration to the winners of the
bridge activities held during the 9t
Pan Arab All Games (AL Hussein
Tournament) held in Amman in 1999
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Jon Kamras
The New President of the World Bridge Federation

Jan Kamras from Gothevburg, Sweden, was
elected a wmember of the WBF Executive
Couveil in 201%. In 2022 at the wmeeting
held on 25th August in Wroclaw, Poland the
WBF Executive Council unavimously elected
him as President, to take up the office on 4
Jannary 2023, He is vow Chairman of the
Statutes & By Laws, Champiowships and
Master Point Committees; Co-Chairman of
the WMavagement Committee and member of
the TDevelopment, Finawce and Rules &
Regulations Committees.

Jan was elected o the European Bridge
League Executive Committee i 2010. He
was elected EBL Howorary Secretary and a
member of +he Presidential Coumwcil. He was
the chairman of the Champiouships, ITT,
NBO Liaison and Master Points Committees
and a wmewmber of the Finance, Waterial
Procurement, Reviewer, Rules & Regulations,
Special  Tuvestigations and  Statutes
Committees. He was elected EBL President
m 2019.

He was the Vice- President of the Swedish
Bridge Federation 2005-201¢ avd served,

All the affiliated conntries of
The Arab Bridge League (ABL)
Congratulates Mr. Joan Kamras
For being wmanimounsly elected by WBF

Executive Couvcil as
The President of the WBF.

among other positions, as head of its
National Team Selection Committee. He was
the Captain of the Swedish National Open
team 2001-2010.

As a player he won the Swedish Team
Championships in 2010 and was rumver-up in
2011 and 2012. He won +he prestigions
Cavendish Teams in 2013.

The General Secretariat of
The Arab Bridge League (ABL) in Jordan
welcomes Mr. Jan Kamras

The President of the WBF
Aund wishes him a comfortable and fruitful
visit +o Jordaw.







