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Champions Hailed

After fi ve long days of continuous Round Robin we have our zonal Champions. In
the Seniors event it Egypt who has prevailed and joining them in Barbados next year is
South Africa who finished second more twenty above Morocco.

In the Mixed Championship it has been a nailbiting finish to the day. Going into the
final match the top four tems were all in the mix. Egypt, South Africa or Morocco could
have become champions. The lead changed hands during the matches. At one point
South Africa was in the lead and had it stayed like that Egypt would have had to reflect
on the fact that their late arrival penalties could have cost them the title. At the end
Egypt triumphed by a slim margin. South Africa finished second just seven points
ahead of Morocco, so these two teams will have a 56 board play-off with South Africa
having a 0.5 IMP carry over.

Standings

Mixed Team VPs Position Senior Team VPs Position
Egypt 173.79 1 Egypt 197.17 1
South Africa 171.18 2 South Africa 179.36 2
Morocco 164.43 3 Morocco 131.16 3
Reunion 156.70 4 Reunion 91.31 4
Kenya 111.90 | 5

All information can be found on the website:

www.bridgewebs.com/abf/
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Schedule for Thursday 10*" September

Note all times are GMT

2nd / 3rd Segments if

Segment (1)

Segment (2)

Segment (3)

Segment (4)

aplicable
F"I'ime 09h00 - 11h00 | 11h30 - 13h30 14h30 - 16h30 | 17h00 - 19h00
Thursday 10-Sep-26 Mixed (01) Mixed (02) Mixed (03) Mixed (04)
Play-off Seating
South Africa will be Home team in Sessions 2 & 4
Morocco will be Home team in Sessions 1 & 3
Results
Mixed Championship Senior Championship
Session 1 VPs Session 1 VPs
Morocco - Bye 12-0 Egypt - Reunion 7.71-12.29
South Africa - Kenya 13.97-6.03 Morocco - South Africa | 6.03-13.97
Egypt - Reunion 2.55-17.45 Session 2
Session 2 Egypt - Morocco 19.85-0.15
Egypt - South Africa 6.96-13.04 South Africa - Reunion 19.07-0.93
Bye - Kenya 0-12 Session 3
Reunion - Morocco 12.03-7.97 Egypt - South Africa 8.24-11.76
Session 3 Morocco - Reunion 13.97-6.03
South Africa - Bye 12-0
Morocco - Egypt 9.09-10.91
Kenya - Reunion 7.71-12.29
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Reunion Mixed Team Kenyan Mixed Teams
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Morocco vs. South Africa - Mixed

s we finished Day 3 of the Round Robins
orocco and South Africa were embroiled

in a competition for second place so though

this looks like the best match at the end of the day.

& AQ432
¥ K86
¢ 10432
4
& J1075 4 8
¥ AQJ52 ¥ 93
¢ AJ9 ¢ KQ8765
% 9 % AQJ5
& K96
¥ 1074
Q —
% K1087632
Open Room
West North East South
Weers T’Kint C Kaprey T’Kint P
- - 1¢ Pass
14 Pass 2¢ Pass

3¢ All Pass

Had East chose Two Clubs for his rebid I suspect
they contract would have been 3NT which has con-
siderable chances. In diamonds there were only
three losers so the contract made with an overtrick.

Closed Room

West North East South
Lamia Smith Dahan Stanton
- - 1¢ Pass

1v 14 2% 26

49 All Pass

[ am not sure I concur with West’s rebid, yet again
the optimum contract od 3NT was missed. The
defence was merciless after a club lead they set up
a crossruff and eventually declarer finished four
light. 8 IMPs to South Africa.
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Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.

& Q5
v J9
¢ 432
s AK9742
& K1092 & AJ873
¥ AKQ63 ¥ 10854
¢ 9 ¢ AQS8
% 863 % Q
& 64
v72
¢ KJ10765
% J105
Open Room
West North East South
Weers T’Kint C Kaprey T’Kint P

1v 2% INT* EL
49 All Pass

Assuming 2NT retained its meaning as if there had
been no intervention then it showed a game forcing
four card raise. Was West too hasty in just bidding
game? With the bidding it is quite likely that part-
ner is short in clubs and yes you only have a twelve
count but you have controls in two of the three
suits and you know there are no trump losers. East
has no reason to prolong the auction after West’s
weak response and so when the spades behaved
(approx. 55%) twelve tricks were taken.

Closed Room

West North East South

Lamia Smith Dahan Stanton
1v L J LY Pass
44 Pass ANT Pass
54 Passs 6V All Pass

It is evident that East’s Three Clubs bid was prob-
ably taken as heart support and a club splinter.
Now West’s hand is much improved, basically she is
playing with a 30 point deck and her controls look
very good. It was not long before the slam was bid
and 1430 written in the plus column. Well bid and
13 IMPs to Morocco
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& AQ1064
v AQ
¢ AKJ
% Q54
& KJ9 & 82
¥ K10985 ¥ 763
¢ 06 ¢ 1095432
% A987 % K3
& 753
v J42
¢ Q87
% J1062
Open Room
West North East South
Weers T’Kint C Kaprey T’Kint P
- 2% Pass 24
29 2NT Pass 3INT

All Pass

[ am not convinced that West’s adventurous inter-
ference was helpful. It immediately pinpointed
the position of most of the honours and made life
easier for the opposition. Unsurprisingly East led
a heart. Declarer won and crossed to dummy with
the queen of diamonds and took a successful spade
finesse and when they broke 3-2 she had an easy
nine tricks. It is true 3NT can be made on any lead
but it is much more difficult and requires careful
play and good card reading on any other lead.

Closed Room

West North East South
Lamia Smith Dahan Stanton
- 2% Pass 29
Pass 2NT* Pass EL
Pass LT Pass 44

All Pass
29 negative

Without the interference the contract was Four
Spades. East led a diamond taken by declarer in
hand and he elected to play ace of spades and after
that he was doomed as he had to lose two spades
and two clubs. There is a way to make the con-
tract but it is not necessarily evident. Dclarer must
cross to dummy with a diamond and then take a
spade finesse, holding is losers in the suit to one.
He then plays on clubs and the defence at some
point will have to lead a heart and declarer can
take the finesse. 12 IMPs to Morocco.
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& Q1087
¥ J6543
¢ K10
% 103
a4 & AKJ92
¥ K1098 v A72
¢ A73 ¢ QJ9
& JO9742 % Q5
& 653
v Q
¢ 86542
% AK86
Open Room
West North East South
Weers T’Kint C Kaprey T’Kint P
- - - Pass
Pass Pass 1 Pass
INT* Pass 2NT Pass

3NT All Pass

I assume the INT bid was alerted as it was forcing
for one round. North chose the ¥4 for her lead and
declarer’s king headed South’s queen. A successful
finesse against the queen of spades was followed by
the cashing of two top spades, declarer discarding
a club and a diamond. A fourth round was played,
establishing the fifth spade whilst declarer dis-
carded a heart. North now switched to the #10 and
South took his king and played back a diamond.
Declarer immediately rose with the ace and took a
winning heart finesse. He now simply played a dia-
mond and what could North do, dummy had three
winners and if she played a club South could take
his ace but any return would now allow declarer to
take his nine tricks. Well played.

Closed Room

West North East South

Lamia Smith Dahan Stanton
- - - Pass
Pass Pass 1s Pass
INT Pass 3NT All Pass

The first lead was again a heart and now declarer
immediately took a successful heart finesse, this
was followed by a winning spade finesse. Two top
spades were cashed and a fourth round went to
North while declarer discarded a card from each
suit. He now exited with a heart, establishing two
tricks in his hand. Declarer now cashed the thir-
teenth spade with everyone discarding a club.
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Now everything hinged on the diamond finesse
and when that failed the defence had the rest of
the tricks for two off and 11 IMPs to South Africa.
In a tight game Morocco emerged slightly the
better, winning 36-33 IMPs or 10.91=9.09 VPs.

A Rare Coup

Glen Holman pointed out to Bernard Donde who
then alerted me to this rare and unusual coup in
the match between South Africa and Reunion in

the Mixed Championship.
s J10863
¥ J9843
¢ 4
% J8
& A4 & Q52
¥ Q1072 ¥ AK
¢ 765 ¢ 9832
% 10974 % A532
& K97
¥ 65
¢ AKQJ10
% KQ6
Open Room
West North East South
Alexander  Aouate Holman Hamel
- - - 1¢
Pass 14 Pass 2NT
Pass L J Pass 34
All Pass
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East cashed the two top hearts honours and exited
with the ¢2. Declarer took two more rounds of dia-
monds disposing of his clubs. The ruffing finesse
of the king of clubs failed and East won and exited
with a small club. The king of diamonds saw West
ruff with the #4 and overruffed with the #6. A heart
was ruffed in dummy and a club ruffed in hand.
This was now the position:.

¢ J108

v —

*—

& —
& A & Q52
vaQ v -
¢ — ¢ —
% 10 S —

& K9

v —

¢ A

» —

Declarer looks to two certain trump losers but
watch what happens when a spade from hand runs
round to West’s ace. What is West to do or more
importantly what is East to do when West plays a
card and it is ruffed, if he does not overruff then
then there is a master trump in dummy, and if he
overruffs then the queen is captured by the king
and the jack remains in hand. A very rare smother
play, let’s hope for more coups like this.
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South Africa vs. Morocco-Seniors

he first match on Day 5 of the Seniors Cham-

pionship saw South Africa take on Morooco.

South Africa, in second place, were 23 points
ahead of Morocco. So a goog win for South Africa
could ease the tensions of a possible play-off for
the berth to Barbados.

& 72
¥ 86543
¢+ Q852
& 97
& AKJ4 ¢ Q10653
v AQ7 v KJ
¢ J107 ¢ A9
% J43 % AKQ6
& 98
¥ 1092
¢ K643
% 10852
Open Room
West North East South
Cambournac Chemaly  Guenon Grant
- Pass 1e Pass
pL Pass kL J Pass
36 Pass ANT Pass
S5 Pass 746 All Pass
2 art GF

When West showed that his game force was based
on spade support East immediately launched into
Blackwood and found three keycards opposite and
so espoused the grand slam. Nice bidding. Declarer
was not tested in the play and rapidly claimed thir-
teen tricks.

Closed Room

West North East South

Minwalla  Sibony Pincus Hayet

- Pass INT* Pass

LY Pass 34 Pass

44 Pass 49 Pass

ANT Pass 54 Pass

64 All Pass

3 muppet

34 S5
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According to the convention card East’s opening
2NT is 20-21. So West knew his side had 36/37
points between them, all the keycards and the
queen of trumps but did not make an effort to see
if the grand slam was available. That is a person
whose glass is not only half empty but has a crack
in it as well. An early gift of 11 IMPs to Morocco.

& Q86
v J83
¢+ K96
% AQJ5
& K10952 & J7
v A105 ¥ 642
¢ Q742 ¢ AJ10853
4 % 82
& A43
¥ KQ97
¢ —
% K109763
Open Room
West North East South
Cambournac Chemaly  Guenon Grant
- - Pass 1"

1 3NT All Pass

A slightly agricultural but perfectly understandable
bid from North. East led his partner’s suit — might
he not have led a diamond if West had refrained
from speaking — and declarer rose with the ace. A
small heart from dummy was won by the jack and
another went to West’s ace. West did not know that
his partner had six diamonds to cash and blindly
played king and another spade whereupon declarer
pit his cards on the table and said I will take my
nine tricks.

Closed Room

West North East South
Minwalla  Sibony Pincus Hayet
- - Pass 1
16 Double Pass 49
All Pass

Normally North will have four hearts for this bid,
unfortunately he did not appear to have a adequate
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bid to describe hand, unless Two Clubs was a
positive response. The lack of trumps proved an
insurmountable hurdle. After the club lead declarer
attacked trumps but West retaliated with a diamond
and already declarer was down to three trumps. The
defence also had a club ruff and a spade to come
so declarer finished down one. 13 IMPs to South
Africa.

4 854
¥ K109
¢ KJ103
% 1082
& Q32 & KJ1097
v J654 v 2
¢ A2 ¢ Q9874
% 9765 & AK
& A6
v AQ873
¢ 65
% QJ43
Open Room
West North East South
Cambournac Chemaly  Guenon Grant
- - 1e Double
24 3¢ Double Pass

44 All Pass

South led his partner’s suit and dummy’s ace was
played and another saw North take the king. North
switched to a heart and South played the queen
followed by the ace, ruffed by declarer. A diamond
was ruffed in dummy and a trump played. South
took the ace and played back another. Declarer over
took in hand drew the last trump and claimed the
rest and his contract.

Closed Room

West North East South
Minwalla  Sibony Pincus Hayet
- - 1 VA 4
26 v 34 All Pass

The interference here seemed to work better than
the Double in the other room, so the very low point
count game was not reached but the same number
of tricks were taken. 10 IMPs to Morocco.
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& 105
¥ AQJ864
¢ 7
% 10976
s J & K6
v9 ¥ K1073
¢ A ¢ K52
s 2 % Q843
& AQ874
v 52
¢ 63
% AKJS
Open Room
West North East South
Cambournac Chemaly  Guenon Grant
- - Pass 1
3¢ v 44 Pass
Pass 49 Pass Pass
5¢ Pass Pass Double
All Pass

Yet again an example of a pre-empter speaking for a
second time—it does not work the majority of times.
Declarer lost the obvious four tricks and so was two light.

Closed Room

West North East South
Minwalla  Sibony Pincus Hayet
- - Pass 1e
4¢ 49 All Pass

A bolder pre-empt saw North try the heart game.
A diamond was led to the ace and the suit con-
tinued forcing declarer to ruff. Declarer tried ace
and jack of trumps but East ducked. A successful
spade finesse ensued and the ace was cashed and
now declarer was in dummy. He had the choice of
playing a spade and ruffing and relying on the club
finesse. When he cashed the ace of clubs West fol-
lowed. I think now declarer ha a complete count
on the hand, West has at least four diamonds and
probably two spades and so he is confident that
East has the queen of clubs and should therefore
ruff a spade. It does not matter if East overruffed
it comes down to the same reliance on the club
finesse. However declarer played clubs form the top
and so finished one light. 12 IMPs to South Africa.
An edgy game where I suspect nerves were play-
ing a factor but at the end South Africa emerged
as winners 42-27 IMPs or 13.97- 6.03 VPs. This
increased South Africa’s lead over Morocco to 31.49
VPs. This means Morocco needs to outscore South
Africa by nearly twelve VPs to force a play-off.
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Morocco vs. Reunion - Seniors

he penultimate Round Robin match in the

Mixed Championships Had South Africa and

Morocco virtually neck and neck for second
place. If one of them was going to break clear and
beat the other by more than 20 VPs they would need
two very good wins. Morocco had to beat Reunion
with a big score to have any chance of the second
berth to Barbados outright. Even if they could not
manage that the more points between them and
their opponents would affect the carry over.

& 987
¥ 843
¢ AQJ63
s J4
& AJS52 & K10
v5 ¥ K962
¢ K9874 ¢ 1052
S 762 % Q1093
& Q643
¥ AQJ107
¢ —
% AK85
Open Room
West North East South
Boyer Fatim Schilli Bensouda
- - - 1v
Pass YA 4 Pass 44
All Pass

The lead of the %2 was covered by the jack, queen
and taken by the ace. The #K was cashed and
another ruffed in dummy. The ace of diamonds
was cashed and the queen allowed to run to West’s
king and now declarer had no hope as trumps were
4-1 offside and there were spades to lose, in fact the
defence was not perfect at this stage and declarer
escaped for one down

Closed Room

West North East South
Lamia Aouate Dahan Hamel
- - - 1v
Pass 29 Pass 49

All Pass
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West led the 47, if you have seen my reports before
you will know my feelings about underleading a
king at trick one. There is a secondary reason in
that by playing the 7 you give up any chance of
winning the last trick with it and winning a beer
from your partner. You will see why I dislike such a
lead, basically it is the only lead to give the contract.
Declarer inserts the jack and it, surprisingly, holds,
so he discards a spade, now the two top clubs and a
club ruff. The ace of diamonds allows another spade
discard and then a diamond is ruffed. When the
declarer’s final club is successfully ruffed declarer
now has only three losers. 10 IMPs to Reunion

& 76
v5
¢ KQJ83
s AQJ32
& AQ854 & KJ32
¥ 109 ¥ Q83
¢ 9 ¢ A754
% 109854 % K6
4 109
¥ AKJ7642
¢ 1062
» 7
Open Room
West North East South
Boyer Fatim Schilli Bensouda
- 1¢ Pass 1v
Pass 2% Pass 49
All Pass

West led the #10 and dummy won with the ace. A
small spade from dummy was won by West with the
queen, and perhaps believing declarer was trying
to set up a spade ruff switched to a trumps which
solved declarer’s problem in that suit. Trumps were
drawn and a small diamond to dummy saw East
duck. The queen of clubs collected the king and
declarer ruffed. Another diamond to dummy and
again East ducked and so now declarer had an over-
trick as he could discard a loser on the queen of
clubs.
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Closed Room

West North East South
Lamia Aouate Dahan Hamel
- 1¢ Pass 1v
1e 2% 34 49

Pass Pass 44 Double
All Pass

The heart lead was taken with the jack and a club
switch to North’s ace and one returned for South
to ruff. South now cashed the ace of hearts but
that was the end of the defence. A good sacrifice.
11 IMPs to Morocco.

& Q97543
v J964
¢ AK
s 5
& K2 s 8
¥ A5 ¥ 108732
¢ Q109532 ¢ J6
% AJ8 % Q9732
& AJ106
¥ KQ
¢ 874
% K10640pen Room
West North East South
Boyer Fatim Schilli Bensouda
- - Pass 1
1¢ 16 Pass 24
3¢ EY ) All Pass

Jeff Meckstroth, a player of some renown has a say-
ing ‘If partner freely supports you six-card major
bid game.’ If jeff was playing here he would be in
game and he would be making it. Declarer had three
losers and had the annoying task of writing +170
in his score book.
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Closed Room

West North East South
Lamia Aouate Dahan Hamel
- - Pass I J
1¢ 1 Pass 246

Pass 44 All Pass

Our Reunionais had read of Jeff Meckstroth and so
bid the game and so scored 10 IMPs for Reunion.
At the end of the match Reunion had beaten
Morocco 29-22 IMPs or 12.03-7.97 VPs. In the
match between South Africa and Egypt, South
Africa had won 13.04-6.96. Earlier in the day had
suffered a serious loss against Reunion and sud-
denly what seemed a fait accoupli for the results
was turned on its head, the standings were now

Egypt 162.88
South Africa 159.18
Morocco 155.34
Reunion 144.41

With South Africa having a Bye and guaranteeing
twelve points it is possible for them to now win the
Championship, Egypt are playing Morocco in the
final match. Egypt require more than 8.30 VPs to
win whilst Morocco need 17.84 and then there is
still the possibility that Reunion could climb into
third place. The final session will be very tense.
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