
Wallingford Bridge Club

A brief history of the Club as it celebrates its first 50 years:

1 The origins and early years

On September 11th 1969 four enthusiastic, young Rubber Bridge players; Philip 
Richardson, Iris McCullum, Mrs. Shelley, and Philip Simmonds met at the home of 
Dorothy Phipp. In those days the only serious local Bridge clubs were Reading and 
Oxford. They were too far away for convenient travel on a weekday evening. The 
solution was to found a new club for those in the Wallingford area. So Wallingford 
Bridge Club came into existence. 

The common form of the game in those days was Rubber Bridge and it would be a 
number of years before the club included a regular Duplicate Bridge session. This 
ran on Fridays with a Wednesday session for the Rubber Bridge traditionalists. 
Slowly over the years the Duplicate form of the game has taken over and there has 
been no regular Rubber Bridge in the Club over the last 20 years.

The club initially met on Monday evenings at Wallingford School library. It soon 
moved to St Leonard’s Church Hall and then, in 1973 to the Red Cross Hut.  The 
next venue was the Conservative Hall (where Roy Pead hand scored the Friday 
Duplicate. He usually had the results ready quarter of an hour after play finished). 
Next it was to a room above Field and Hawkins department store (damp and cold in 
the Winter), In 1986 one of our members was Deputy Mayor and negotiated the use 
of the wartime huts in the Bull Croft. This resulted in 15 years of happy stability 
where the club slowly expanded and two members set up a partnership to teach 
Bridge to those interested. This teaching setup has continued with Tuesday being 
lesson day. The teaching partnerships have changed over the years but each has 
contributed to the long term success of the club. 

2 Move to Roke and the opportunity to develop

Finally in 2001 new development in Wallingford meant we had to move again. This 
time we needed somewhere that could accommodate us most days of the week. The
result was that the Club moved to a somewhat rundown Village Hall belonging to 
Roke and Berrick Salome. Over the last 19 years we have collaborated with the 
Village Hall Committee in steadily improving the Village Hall. This is work in progress
because the rapid growth of the Club over the last half dozen years is placing ever 
larger demands on building and parking.

Over the years much has changed. Table money has risen from half a crown (12.5p 
in modern terms) to £2.50 (that is a bit ahead of inflation, but the quality of coffee 
and biscuits is now far higher!). 

Christmas parties are not quite what they were in the days when Roger Haycock and
Graham Raynor carved the turkey. Father Christmas still turns up at the Thursday 
Christmas party, but Graham never seems to be around at the same time to see him.

I could try to list all the people who have made Wallingford Bridge Club the success 
that it is, but that would be a very long list and inevitably would leave someone out. 



Along with directors, scorers and dealers there have been the teachers, those 
managing the catering, the team captains and so many more. And that is the point, 
the Club’s success over the years is based on people contributing their skills. Not 
everyone can be a brilliant Bridge player but the club needs the contribution of other 
less obvious, skills. It has benefitted from competent financial management ensuring 
value for your table money, maintenance and DIY skills fixing the furniture and the 
building. Nowadays it needs people who are competent with IT skills to ensure the 
computers, internet connections etc. work as required. 

The new generation of members may find it hard to imagine how it was in the early 
days of the Club. You needed skill at shuffling and dealing cards. When Duplicate 
was introduced you needed scorers who had to work the results out by hand (and in 
many clubs that often meant waiting till the following week to discover how well you 
had done). There were no records of the deals you had played other than what you 
could remember. At least one of the venues was damp and cold in the winter.

3 A firm foundation to build on for the next 50 years

We all take the bridge playing seriously at Wallingford Bridge Club. However, we are 
also delighted when new members tell us that we are friendly and very welcoming for
players of all abilities. Many long-lasting friendships have developed which now 
extend well beyond just meeting together at Roke to play bridge.   

We now have 8 playing sessions a week and have climbed to 20th on the English 
Bridge Union’s list of clubs based on the number of player sessions per year. We 
have an expanding teaching program with several new departures planned for the 
coming years.

Remember as we set out on the next 50 years with all the technical changes that will
come about that the strength of a club lies in its members and the success of a club 
is based on its sense of shared community. 

Anytime you find yourself thinking ‘someone ought to fix that’ that you are someone 
and perhaps you could fix it. That is what has grown a club from the four founders in 
1969 to the 400+ club of 2019.
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