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from the president ... 
 What a joy! 
     

 What a joy! Watching youngsters, ages 9 through 13, learning to play this wonderful 

game of bridge. For the last two weeks of June, Maggie Lindquist and I have held Youth 

Bridge Camp at Durham Academy. Maggie has held Youth Bridge Camp since at least 2012, when she started 

with Darleen Bates (see the Bright Leaf Alert articles about the 2012 to 2016 youth bridge camps on Unit 191's 

Youth Bridge Programs web page).  

    This summer we had ten campers the first week and five continuing campers the second week. One young 

lady was learning to play so she could play with her grandmother when the family visited her later in the sum-

mer. Several of the campers are playing at home with their parents, and one young man played with his dad in 

the Raleigh Regional this May. I overheard another camper telling the other campers about Myrtle Bennett, 

who she had read about on the unit's web pages (see "Myrtle Bennett's Story"). The campers also learned 

about "Where did the term "Vulnerable" come from?"  

    During one of the practice games, one camper held the hand: ♠ K Q 6; ♥ J 8 7; ♦ A K J 8; and ♣ J 8 2, and 

heard his right-hand opponent open 2♦, followed by a double by his partner, and a 

pass by the responder. Much to his partner's chagrin, he passed her takeout double. 

The day before we had learned about Mel Colchamiro's Rule of Nine (see Harold's 

Lessons at Bridge at Lakewood, or John Gignilliat's Lesson #18 on our unit web site). 

The poor declarer was down 5 for -1100! The full hand was:  

     

 Yes, 6NT makes, but only because of the 3-3 split in spades, the doubleton ♣ Q 

and the subsequent squeeze on North in hearts and clubs!  

    The average player age in our unit is a little over 70 years old. Here’s hoping these 

young players will help to lower that!  

 

 Our Unit Sectional is July 12-15, 2018.  
 Please come out and play, and greet our guests. Your help in providing hospitality to those attending 
our tournament would be greatly appreciated. See sectional flyer at:  
http://unit191bridge.org/Documents/SpecialEvents/2018_BrightLeaf_Summer_Sectional.jpg. 
           

          Play every card well, 

          Ed Fuller, Unit 191 President 

http://unit191bridge.org/youthbridgeprograms.htm
http://unit191bridge.org/Documents/BridgeStories/myrtle_bennett.htm
http://unit191bridge.org/Documents/BridgeStories/Vanderbilt_Vul.htm
http://fourseasonsbridge.com/harold/TOPICS/mel_rules.pdf
http://fourseasonsbridge.com/harold/TOPICS/mel_rules.pdf
http://www.unit191bridge.org/Documents/Learning/Gignilliat_John/lessons/18%20Mels%20rule%20of%209-d.rtf
http://unit191bridge.org/Documents/SpecialEvents/2018_BrightLeaf_Summer_Sectional.jpg
http://unit191bridge.org/Documents/SpecialEvents/2018_BrightLeaf_Summer_Sectional.jpg
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Learn Basic Defense  
 

For the newer player or the player wanting a review of the basics, this class is very helpful. 

 

Defense in the 21st Century, based on ACBL’s Defense in the 21st Century, is offered 

Friday mornings from 9:30-12:00 am beginning July 20, 2018. 

 

This class runs for 9 weeks* at Triangle Bridge Club, 5110 Revere Road, Durham, and costs 

$125, requires a text** but not a partner, and offers lots of practical information and plenty of 

practice. 

 

This is a great class to take with a favorite partner so you can discuss carding agreements. 

 

For more information or to register for the class, contact Valerie Roberts, at vjrob-

erts3@gmail.com 

Review Basic Conventions  
 

For the player or partnership wanting to sharpen bidding skills and strategies, learn or review 

the basics, this is a class on popular conventions.   

 

The class is offered on Sunday afternoons from 1:30-4 pm, at Triangle Bridge Club, 5110 Re-

vere Road, Durham.   Each class will focus on a popular convention, costs $15, and offers 

lots of practical information and plenty of practice. On Sunday July 1 we will study Michaels 

and the unusual no-trump.  Sunday July 8 will focus on Drury.  Future topics are open to sug-

gestions! 

 

If you and your partner want to strengthen your bidding strategies, take the class together to 

develop your understanding. You are welcome to come solo and get a chance to play with 

someone new. 

 

For more information contact Valerie Roberts, at vjroberts3@gmail.com   

 

mailto:vjroberts3@gmail.com
mailto:vjroberts3@gmail.com
mailto:vjroberts3@gmail.com
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TIM LAVERTY 

CHECKERS  

PLAYER  

EXTRAORDINAIRE 

 Many in our unit know Tim 

Laverty and have played against him 

often in club games and tournaments.  

Last  April, Tim traveled to Rome, Ita-

ly, as a member of the United States 

Checkers team to compete against It-

aly in the world checkers competition.  

I asked Tim to write about his experi-

ence learning the game of checkers 

and he graciously did.  His memoirs  

may be found on the web page.  His 

story is fascinating!! 

HUGO GERMINO AWARD 

 In 1961, Hugo Germino, a bridge player in our unit 

who worked at the Durham Herald, got the newspaper to 

donate a trophy to the person who played in the  summer 

sectional in the pairs game with at least two different 

people and who had the highest percentage.  This was an 

effort to encourage members to not only play but play 

with different partners.  The winner used to receive a tro-

phy, but now the winner’s name is put on a plaque and 

may be found at Triangle Bridge Club.   

Winners since 2000 are:  

2000—Jeanette Collier 

2001—Jeanette Collier 

2002—Shuba Dey 

2003-2007—Jeanette Collier 

2008—Donna Walther 

2009—Erlinda Wehrman 

2010—Sandy McCay 

2011—Mary Vickers 

2012—Mort Stromberg 

2013—B. Wayne Stuart III 

2014—B. Wayne Stuart III 

2015—Barbara Martin 

2016—Mary Vickers 

2017—B. Wayne Stuart 

 Arrange to play with at least two different part-

ners and your name may be next 

on the plaque.   

 Play often and let’s 

make this tournament 

the best! 

  



 4 

 

Jim Drake 
 Sadly, our unit lost one of its more 
illustrious players, Jim Drake, last Fri-
day.  Jim had been in failing health for a 
period of time.  On behalf of the unit, we 
extend our condolences to Joanna Pa-
gano, his longtime companion.   

 I did a feature on bridge teachers 
in our unit some time ago, and John Tor-
rey wrote the following about Jim. 

 Jim started teaching in his native 
New Hampshire in 1985.  He ran a dupli-
cate game on Wednesday nights, and 
taught beginner lessons while open and 
novice sections played.  He moved to 
Rhode Island in 1992 and was the resi-
dent teacher at the Bridge Club of Rhode 
Island until 1995, when he moved to 

  

Shortly afterwards, Jim filled a 
Wednesday evening opening at the old 
Chapel Hill Senior Center for bridge 
lessons.  He considers this to be his 
most interesting adventure in teaching 
bridge.  From 1997 to 2004, he taught 
over a hundred residents of Gover-
nor’s Club.  None of these students 
were life masters when they began 
their lessons from Jim, but very soon, 
over 50 students achieved that rank.. 

 Jim always made his classes fun 
and entertaining.  He rarely taught du-
plicate specific bridge, but encouraged 
play in any venue.  His classes 
stressed fundamentals and discipline, 
if only for the sake of partnership trust.  
When teaching conventions, he always 
explained the purpose and benefits of 
any downside.  Also, conventions were 
always taught in their complete form.  
He always encouraged his students to 
ask any questions that would occur to 
them, and found ways to get value 
from basic questions. 

 If a teacher were measured by 
the progress in bridge made by his 
students, Jim would definitely be our 
area’s most successful teacher.   
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A Good Play 

       
  Submitted by John Torrey 

 

 At a recent Monday game at TBC, Pat 

Bodoh made a good play against me, and I 

thought I’d report it (hands are rotated for 

presentation). 

   North 

   S—8 

   H—A 10 8 7 

   D—9 2 

   C—A 9 6 5 4 3 

West     East 

S—4     S—K J 7 3 

H—J 9 4 3 2    H—K 6 5 

D—K 8 6 5 3    D—J 7 

C—8 2     C—K Q J 10  

   South 

   S—A Q 10 9 6 5 2 

   H—Q 

   D—A Q 10 4 

   C—7 

 

 Pat (East) opened 1 club in second position 

and I bid 4 spades, which bought the contract.  Ellen 

Melenikiotis, West, led the club 8: ace, king, 7.  I 

hoped that Pat’s opening included the king of dia-

monds, and led a diamond to the queen, losing to 

the king.  I ruffed the club return and played Ace and 

then 4 of diamonds, ruffing with the 8 of spades. 

The position was now as follows, with Pat still to 

play: 

   North 

   S 

   H—A 10 8 7 

   D 

   C—9 6 5 4 

West     East 

S—4     S—K J 7 3 

H—J 9 4 3 2    H– K 6 5 

D—9 6     D  

C     C -Q J 

   South 

   S—A J 10 9 6 5 

   H—Q 

   D– 10 

   C 

 

 Pat made the excellent play of discarding a 

heart on this trick, instead of over-trumping.  I could 

still make the hand double-dummy, but—worried 

about an over0ruff if I tried trumping a club—I 

played the ace of hearts and trumped a heart.  Now 

Pat’s trumps took three tricks (!) and I was down 

one.  I would have made the contract easily if she 

had over-trumped —my only subsequent loser 

would be the king of spades. 

 

 Pat’s play was far-sighted and far from obvi-

ous.  

  Congratulations! 
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THE TAR HEEL CLUB WILL CELEBRATE THE FOURTH OF JULY WITH A POT-

LUCK LUNCH.  I (John) WILL BRING THE FAMOUS POTATO SALAD AND A 

FRESH ROUND LOAF OF HOMEMADE BREAD.  YOU’LL BRING…….WHATEVER 

YOU WANT TO!  WE’LL MAKE SURE THAT THE GAME IS SPECIAL, AS WELL.  

LUNCH AT 12:15, GAMETIME AS USUAL AT 1:00. 

Happy Fourth of July to Everyone!   

 There will be games at both clubs on the 4th 

with special food and events for celebrating our free-

dom.  Please plan to join your fellow bridge players 

for an enjoyable day. 

 One more reminder about players wearing 

scented perfumes or lotions!!!!  There have been 

numerous articles in the Alert regarding this issue, 

and still, players continue to wear perfume or lotions 

that have scents.  There are people who are very al-

lergic to these aromas—and it isn’t fair to anyone to 

plan to play in a bridge game only to have to suffer 

because of the thoughtlessness of another player.  

Please, please!  Be mindful of wearing scented per-

fumes, lotions or after shave when you are planning 

to play bridge.  The ACBL has addressed this issue 

and has sent out frequent reminders to our members 

regarding this situation.   

 We hope all our members will plan to play in 

our upcoming tournament.  Members who  wish to 

contribute anything to make hospitality more pleas-

ant, may do so.  We must keep our reputation for 

great snacks and friendliness going! 

 And again, if you have ideas or suggestions 

for articles that you wish to see in the Alert, please 

contact me. 

 

   Barbara Martin 

   Editor 
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Happy 4th of July to all! Triangle Bridge is open all day on July 4th- games at 9:30am and 1pm, but we will 
be closed in the evening. July is a busy month with many team games, NAP qualifiers, the Unit sectional 
and new classes. Come join us in the fun.  
 
Eight is Enough Teams 
Sunday, July 1st at 2pm. 
 
Team Games 
Our team games are at 7pm Monday evenings July 9th and July 23rd and Wednesday, July 18th. Come with a 
partner and teammates are guaranteed.  
 
Unit Sectional 
Join us for all Open games in our Unit’s sectional Thursday, July 12th at 7pm for Swiss teams, Friday, July 
13th and Saturday, July 14th for pair games, and Sunday, July 15th for Swiss teams.  
 
North American Pairs  
 
Let District 7 send you to the North American Bridge Championships in Memphis, TN March 21-31, 2019 
with a generous stipend. Qualify at club games and compete in the fall to win. During the months of July, 
and August players can earn 1/2 red and 1/2 black points and upgraded masterpoints. Check our calendar to 
see when the qualifying games are held. http://www.trianglebridgeclub.net/schedules.html 
 
Classes: 
Triangle Bridge actively supports the development and advancement of all players. 
Our next class focuses on 1NT forcing and Inverted Minors. The first bids are easy… do you know all the 
continuations?  The class begins Tuesday, July 10th and runs for 3 consecutive Tuesday mornings 7/10, 
7/17, and 7/24 from 10:00-11:30am. The fee for the class is $69 or drop in for $25 per class. Advance regis-
tration is appreciated. Please call Chris Moll at 504-495-7485 or email at trianglebridgeclub@gmail.com. 
Please see our website at http://www.trianglebridgeclub.net/learning-opportunities.html for more infor-
mation. 
 
Upcoming Future Life Master Sectional 
All future life masters, join us for our sectional Thursday, August 9- Sunday, Aug 12th.  
 
Please join us for friendly competition at its best 
Chris Moll (504) 495-7485 or trianglebridgeclub@g  

 

  

Triangle Bridge Club 

Upcoming Events July 2018 

  

  

http://www.trianglebridgeclub.net/schedules.html
mailto:trianglebridgeclub@gmail.com
http://www.trianglebridgeclub.net/learning-opportunities.html
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