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UNIT 191 BRIGHT LEAF ALERT 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF UNIT 191        JUNE 2018 

Common Scents 

Environmental allergies are a serious problem for many people. Perfume and other 

scented products can be a number one trigger. We ask that you help us create a 

fragrance free environment and help ensure that all members and guests can en-

joy their time at the UNC Wellness Center. Thank you for your consideration. 

from the president ... 
A big thank you! 

 A big thank you to Nancy Crow and Phylliss Woody for running an outstanding 

mentoring pairs program for Unit 191. Folks have been known to switch units to be able 

to participate in our program. If you haven’t been part of the program before now, consider being a 

mentor or mentee in the 2018-2019 program starting in September. It is a very rewarding and educa-

tional experience for mentees AND mentors. If you were part of the 2017-2018 program, please down-

load, complete and return the questionnaire at  http://www.unit191bridge.org/MentoringProgram.htm  

to Nancy or Phylliss. 

 Information about the 2018-2019 program has not been finalized, but for the 2017-2018 schedule, 

lessons, etc. see the above web site. See the winners of the special mentoring-pair games at  http://

www.unit191bridge.org/Mentoring_2017-2018_Winners.htm. 

 

Our Unit Sectional is next month, July 12-15, 2018.  
Please come out and play, and greet our guests. Your help in providing hospitality to those attending 
our tournament would be greatly appreciated. See sectional flyer at:  
http://unit191bridge.org/Documents/SpecialEvents/2018_BrightLeaf_Summer_Sectional.jpg. 

 
We need your input on ways to promote Unit 191 bridge. 
Consider activities that might promote bridge in our unit, and provide your input to the unit committee 
looking into ways to enhance your bridge experiences. Committee members are: Nancy Crow, Carole 
Crotty, Phylliss Woody, and Ed Fuller (ex officio). 

Common Scents.  
See the following article on Common Scents from the UNC Wellness Center Newsletter. Let’s also keep 

our bridge tables a fragrance-free environment.  

          Play every card well, 

          Ed Fuller, Unit 191 President 

http://www.unit191bridge.org/MentoringProgram.htm
http://www.unit191bridge.org/Mentoring_2017-2018_Winners.htm
http://www.unit191bridge.org/Mentoring_2017-2018_Winners.htm
http://unit191bridge.org/Documents/SpecialEvents/2018_BrightLeaf_Summer_Sectional.jpg
http://unit191bridge.org/Documents/SpecialEvents/2018_BrightLeaf_Summer_Sectional.jpg
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MARK  YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE EVENTS!! 

 

 The next two months are bustling with activities in our unit.  Mark your cal-

endars and don’t miss out on the many learning experiences, opportunities for 

masterpoints,  and great fun.  The details for all the events may be found in this 

edition of the Alert or on the website. 

 

June 1-2    Worldwide Bridge—Triangle 

June 3   Eight Is Enough—Triangle 

June 18 -    Special Game at TBA—to benefit Alzheimer’s 

June 19   The Longest Day 

June 21-24   0-500 Sectional—The Bridge Academy 

June 29    Workshop—TBA—Ways To Find Game 

July 12-15   Bright Leaf Summer Sectional 

July 27    Workshop—TBA—No Trump Bidding 

 Kudos to our neighbors, Unit 119, for a successful 

regional tournament held this past week.  Organizing this 

event is monumental and all events were run efficiently 

and on time.  I do know Jay Bates was Director in 

Charge—and he is to be congratulated for making sure 

everything ran smoothly.  Chris Moll was also there all 

the time—running the behind-the-scenes activities.   

 

 Congratulations to all those who played at the 

tournament and a round of applause for those who 

earned masterpoints.   

 

 Barbara Hudson was tournament chairperson 

and she not only kept it all running well but managed to 

play some games—and always with a smile on her face. 

 

The Bright Leaf Alert is 

published monthly and if 

the official publication of 

Unit 191.  If you have 

suggestions or ideas for 

articles, please contact: 

 

Barbara Martin, Editor 
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MENTORING FINALE 

 On May 7, the final game of the 

mentoring was held at Triangle.  Win-

ners were Liz McGuffey and Mike Men-

delsohn. 

 The unit provided pizza for all par-

ticipants and mentees brought desserts. 

 Bottom photo shows those men-

tors and mentees who stayed after the 

game and went over hands 

 Nancy Crow and Phylliss Woody, 

mentoring coordinators, have done a 

terrific job of making all the arrange-

ments this year for mentors and 

mentees to enjoy the experience.  A 

huge thank you to these two for their 

efforts! 

From Bobby Wolff column, The Aces on Bridge:  Sunday, April 29th, 2018  (Reprinted with permission) 

http://aces. bridgeblogging.com/ 

Dear Mr. Wolff: 

I have a lot of trouble understanding and remembering the rule of 11; could you explain it to 

me—in words of one syllable? 

Gobstopper, Danville, IL 

ANSWER:  When your partner leads a fourth-highest card, count how many higher cards in that 

suit are unaccounted for.  (For example, on the lead of a five, the six through ace represent 

the nine missing cards.)  Since your partner’s hand holds three of them,  (she/he led the 

fourth highest, so has 3 bigger). The remaining (9  - 3 = 6) higher cards are held by you, dum-

my, and declarer.  Subtract dummy’s and your own to know how many declarer has.  A 

shortcut is to subtract the card led from 11:  11 minus five equals six. 

 

Thank you, Ed Fuller, for submitting. 
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NEWEST LIFE MASTER 

JOHN SCHACHTE 

Prologue:  I was going to treat this like the Oscar's 
and get my thanks to specific people out of the way 
early, however after further contemplation, I decided 
becoming Life Master WAS all about the incredible 
people I've met during the LM journey.  So instead, I 
will apologize to the many people met during the so-
journ that I omit from mention!  Remember, this is 
about the fantastic people I have met during my LM 
mission, all beginning duplicate bridge players will 
have their own experience, but I am sure will meet as 
many interesting folks as I have met during the LM 
process!  For present LMs and beyond, I hope my 
story lends you to reflect on your own fond memo-
ries of the duplicate bridge experience.   I am proud 
to admit I became LM in the same tournament on 
April 17 as Lisa Gray.  We had the fantastic 6-man 
team of:  Captain Steve Barsby, Dave Smith, Carol 
Skowron, Kamal Das (my playing partner) and 
the two aforementioned newly minted LM's. 

Bio:  BSEE-NC State 1983, Cum Laude, MSEE-MIT 
1987 (Melbourne Institute of Technology to clari-
fy).  Worked  Aerospace, Satellite Communications, 
Medical Imaging,  Encryption/Decryption, and Com-
puter Graphics.  In EE we learned current flows in the 
path of least resistance, bridge is similar in that leading 
partner’s bid suit is often the path of least resistance :-) 

  

Intro: I must start by thanking my parents Phyllis 

(Life Master, Dec. 1, 1987),  and John Schachte; and 

also  Charles Goren.  My parents tried to teach me 

the Goren bidding system in the late 80’s and that 

was the end of my bridge career until 2014.  In 2014, 

I played my 1st and only bridge tournament that year 

at the Raleigh Regional with my father, John . 

We took 1st in our limited game and I made numer-
ous mistakes (as politely pointed out by my partner, 
Dad, afterwards), but we earned  1.26 red points.  I 
quit playing until Aug. 2015.  My first mentor, John 
Cobb, was very gracious to greet us before and 
after this tournament event, his only question, “Did 
you make any bidding box errors?”  I proudly re-
sponded, “Plenty of errors, none involving the bid-
ding box!”  I started playing in a 0-5 point game in 
August at the Bates TBS, under the tutelage of Va-
lerie Roberts.  I remember  playing with Jeff and 
Fran Milburg, Lee and Ava Nackman and my 
first consistent partner, Gail King—and I cannot for-
get Sandra Irby or Harvard math professor Mike 
Schlessinger.  Early in our  par tnership, I met 
Gail at 6am to drive to a regional in Williamsburg, 
VA. We (I being the driver) became so engrossed in 
bridge talk that I missed I95, by over 50 miles, and 
we had to return without ever reaching Williams-
burg, but we had great bridge conversation. 
 
Mentors:  I encourage everyone to sign up for the 
mentor/mentee program.  I liked it so much, I had 3 
different mentors in two different units.  However, 
before mentioning mentors, I must mention spend-
ing 6 months playing, learning xfers, 1430, 5 card 
Major Openers and other beginning concepts at 
Debbie Hale’s home with 7 other  newbies.  Deb-
bie has brought a few dozen players into the dupli-
cate community, and thus, is an unsung hero.  Hey 
ACBL, consider giving Deb a FREE yearly tuition!  
My first mentor was John Cobb, one of the numer-
ous excellent players from the Raleigh area.  John’s 
most important lesson was to keep improving at 
bridge and not worry about “points”.  The 1st time I 
played with John we went over the intimidating con-
vention card and he taught me Inverted Minors.  
InvMin made so much sense that I immediately es-
poused the concept.  I tend to understand most con-
ventions with this “make sense” concept.    As a fur-
ther benefit, I started playing golf with other excel-
lent local players:  John Marriott, Lance Shull, Ziad 
Kurdi and Josh Geiger (there’s a double I call The 
Josh Geiger Double).  I was invited to a great 32nd 
golf tournament with Marriott, Kurdi and Cobb last 
fall and a group from Boston.  The connection:  
John Marriott learned to play bridge from the 
group’s founder, Thomas Mickalek.  So we 
“bridged” together in golf via duplicate bridge.  My 
first unit 191 mentor (I switched units about the time 
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 the Bates exchanged ownership of Triangle, was Skip 

Riva.  Skip really taught me the impor tance of vulner-

ability and how it shapes our ability to bid, or not bid.  

He also encouraged me when I was despondent after 

making a crucial error in a mentor/mentee game by de-

claring, “John, don’t worry about it, just take a walk to 

the pencil sharpener and put your head in it”.  Yes Skip, I 

loosened up after that and we did well and that quote 

goes down in infamy.  My final mentor is Barbara Mar-

tin.  She taught me the impor tance of enjoying the 

game, the people we play with, and giving back to the 

game.  We had many texts during the Gatlinburg tourna-

ment and she has been the most supportive and fun part-

ner I could hope for.  Barbara is also the reason I am on 

the Unit 191 board of directors, however, she never gave 

me full disclosure that it is a 3 year obligation, I learned 

that at the Unit 191 Gala while being introduced as a new 

board member in 2017! 

 

Other People:  There are too many to mention, so I will 

list directors: Chris Moll, Henry Meguid, Lisa Gray, Bar-

bara Hudson, Marty Demko, and Mette Smith.  I 

played with Mette when I had about 100 points and late 

in the round (we ended up second in a tough game, for 

me at least), Mette paid me a handsome compli-

ment ,”John, I think you’ve made up for all your earlier 

mistakes.”  Another quote goes down in infamy.  It was a 

blast when my dad introduced me to Jerry Helms at the 

2016 Raleigh Regional. Dad:  Jerry, do you remember 

me from the 70’s at Charlotte Bridge Club?  Jerry: “No, 

sorry I don’t.”  Dad: Maybe you remember my wife 

Phyllis?”  Jerry: “Of course, everyone knows Phyllis!!!”  

Jerry has since remembered me and it was special when 

he congratulated me on becoming LM in Gatlinburg.  

Another excellent Charlotte player, Judy Brown, intro-

duced herself as a friend of Phyllis when I played at the 

Charlotte Bridge Club last Christmas,  I remember Mom 

talking frequently of Ms. Brown when I was still attend-

ing high school in the 70’s.  At a Cincinnati Flying Pig 

tournament, my dad and I were debating whether to play 

the final day, and Janet and Al Venoza offered to play 

Swiss; we did well, and are planning to play together at 

our 3rd Flying Pig in a couple of weeks.  I also met Dean 

Congbalay at this tournament and we still stay in con-

tact, via Dean’s uplifting editorial emails that he publish-

es from time to time.  Paul Johnson, (an excellent Eastern 

NC player) invited my partner, Kamal Das, and I to play 

 in Gatlinburg—- he proceeds to pull out a flip 

phone Nokia from 1990’s that appeared to be 

held together by duct tape.  I had a lump in my 

throat when I called the next morning to decline 

because our fantastic group in Gatlinburg had 

decided to stay together.  At the Charlotte Re-

gional, I met Rose Meltzer and she actually of-

fered to play bridge with me—imagine a GLM 

and 5 time World Champion offering to play 

with me!  Finally Jeffrey and Donna Chapman 

from KY, whom our side played against us in the 

finals of a KO in Gatlinburg, however, we saw 

each other the rest of the tournament and I think 

we are friends through mutual fun and respect!  

Finally, I was having a poor day and I pull up to 

a table with Randy Joyce on opposition, I be-

moaned the fact that I had played Kay Joyce two 

tables earlier and I had to face the Joyces twice 

in a day, Randy’s reply was “ This is a day to 

ReJoyce”.  Brightened my day. 

Conclusion: All the names may have bored you, 

but they and many others ARE the biggest part of 

my LM experience.  Thank you for allowing me 

to share a few tales of my journey with you! 
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Summer workshops 
 

The Bridge Academy is offering a series of three-hour workshops this summer for advancing 
beginners and intermediate plus players. The overall theme is to help players improve their 
bidding skills, accurately describe their hands’ strength and shape, re-evaluate the total value 
of their hands during the auction, and decide when to try for game.   
 

Polishing Your Basic Bidding Series 
 

Friday, June 29, from 9-noon - Ways To Find Game 
by Marc Goldberg 

Major suit limit raises 
Help suit game try 
Weak freak hands 

 
Friday, July 27, from 9-noon – No-Trump Bidding 
 by Marc Goldberg 

Balanced hand bidding ladder 
No trump and stoppers 
No trump and distribution  

 
The cost per workshop is $30.00. Register and pay at https://www.bridgeacademync.com 

https://www.bridgeacademync.com
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 On Friday, 

May 18, Pearl 

Schechter turned 

99!!!  John Torrey 

had a special game 

honoring Pearl on 

her special day.  

Pearl’s brother 

(left)  and his two 

children (lower left) 

joined Pearl for the 

celebration.    

Thanks to Kay Joyce 

for the two birth-

day cakes, Richard 

Cole for the bal-

loons, Valerie Rob-

erts for organizing 

the food and clean-

ing up, and a spe-

cial thanks to eve-

ryone who brought 

food, cards and 

flowers. 
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 Pearl partnered with Randy Joyce for her birthday game/celebration.   One of many 

floral bouquets given to pearl.  Bottom:  Balloons brought by Richard Cole for Pearl’s 99th.  

The beautiful, delicate birthday card made especially for Pearl by Judy Cosler—Judy also ar-

ranged to have many members sign the card.  Thanks to all! 
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A TOAST TO PEARL 

Here’s to Pearl, our sen-

sational girl 

Best remember your 

cards, when you play 

with Schechter, 

Otherwise, she will wreck 

ya. 

Ping-pong, bridge, a 

dancer at heart, 

She’s the best, where do 

you start? 

Keep dancing, keep mov-

ing 

Keep drinking hot water. 

To emulate Pearl is what 

you oughta. 

Try as you might, you 

can’t beat her. 

Mother Theresa could 

not unseat her. 

So here’s to life at 99… 

Exquisite, terrific and 

quite sublime. 

With Love and L’Chaim, 

Roz Katz [May, 18, 2018] 

 There was also a birthday celebration for Pearl at The 

Bridge Academy on 14, and sadly, I did not get any photos.  Hen-

ry provided a delightful lunch and cake in honor of Pearl. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!! 

 To say thank you seems so inadequate 

for the two beautiful parties with which you 

honored me.  The mood was so warm and 

friendly as I enjoyed the delicious foods, the 

unusual balloons, the flowers and cards.  

Everyone contributed to my pleasure but I 

want to mention Kay Joyce and Henry 

Meguid.  This is the fifth birthday cake Kay 

has ordered for me.  And the fifth celebration 

Henry has had at his game with cake, car-

toons, etc.  Thank you to Judy Cosler for the 

beautiful card she made at Tammy Moll’s 

request. 

 What can I expect next year? 

 With love and much appreciation, 

   

 Pearl  
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CHECK LIST 

By Randy Joyce 

 

 If you play with multiple partners, 

Randy has provided a check list to go over before 

each session with each partner.  (This article is a 

shortened version of one his Duke and Caroline ad-

ventures). 

 1.  Bergen Raises are very popular in this area.  

Check to see whether each different partner is playing 

them with you and check to see if they have any 

different nuances with which you are not familiar.  

Some people play them by passed hands; some do 

not.  What about doubles?  The heat of battle is not 

the place to decide issues like these. 

 2.  If not Bergen, are your jumps weak or 

strong?  If they answer weak, say, “How good can 

they be?”  I see too many people making weak jumps 

with hands that are intermediate value, and games 

are missed.  Conversely, I see players expecting more 

than their partner’s bid shows, and they go set when 

they investigate possible games. 

 3.  Of course, everyone likes to play hands, but 

there is a necessity to discuss opening leads.  Honor 

leads are not too difficult, but occasional partnerships 

seldom talk about what you lead from 3 small and 4 

small.  Does partner play attitude when you lead an 

honor or give count?  Do the contract and the holding 

on the dummy dictate what he would do? 

 4.  Do we play regular Stayman or garbage?  

Do we know the difference?  Do we play Puppett 

Stayman?  When does it apply? 

 5.  I believe that most people have swung over 

to Key Card Blackwood.  How do we ask for and show 

Kings after have determined how many Key Cards that 

we hold?  Do we have any way to ask for the Q of 

trumps? 

 6.  What, if any, defense do we play over our 

opponents’ 1 NT?  Are we on the same page as to 

what partner will expect in terms of HCPs and distri-

bution if we do act over 1 NT.   

 7.  How high do we play negative doubles?  

What will partner expect in terms of HCPs?  What will 

partner expect in terms of suit length and HCPs if we 

bid a new suit over an overcall?  Will we be obligated 

to bid again if partner just makes a minimum bid? 

 8.  Tend to discuss simple auctions that may 

have vastly different meanings to you and your part-

ner. 

 9.  1 minor—double—1 Major is forcing with 

some and can and should be passed with others.   

 Try to think of things that cause you problems 

with your regular partners, and, by all means, talk 

about them with an occasional partner.  There are 

bound to be some arcane situations that arise.  Even 

expert and practice partnerships cannot possibly dis-

cuss everything that might happen at the table.  Don’t 

worry about and/or dwell on the obscure.  As an old 

partner of mine once said, “Try to get a firm grasp of 

the meat and potatoes, and let others fret about the 

rutabagas.”  

 Knowing what you are doing only helps you to 

be more comfortable in the bidding and frees your 

mind to dwell on what to once the cards on the table. 

 P.S. Discuss these concepts with your partners 

and be prepared to play in the Unit 191 Sectional in 

July.  Practice now!! 
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Triangle Bridge Club 

Upcoming Events June 2018 

 

Worldwide 

Friday, June 1  12:20pm 

 Saturday, June 2  1:00pm  Potluck followed by 1:30 game 

Eight is Enough Teams 

 Sunday, June 3rd   2:00pm 

The Longest Day and Alzheimer’s Association 

Tuesday,  June 19…..you may play any or all of the sessions 

 Special 18 board sessions at 9:30am and 4:30pm 

 Regular 0-500 and Open pairs 12:30pm 

 Open pairs  7:00pm 

North American Pairs 

 During the months of June, July and August, players can earn 1/2 red and 1/2 black 

points and upgraded masterpoints. 

Classes 

 Triangle Bridge actively supports the development and advancement of all players.  

New classes begin Thursday June 7, 10:00am. 

Please see our website at http://www.triaglebridgeclub.net/learning-opportunities.html for 

more information. 

 

 Thoughtful players are welcome and encouraged during pencil amnesty month to re-

turn their pencils for free sharpening. 

 

Please join us for friendly competition at its best! 

 

  Chris Moll (504) 495-7485 or trianglebridgeclub@gmail.com 
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  ~ Triangle Bridge Club June 2018 ~   
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1  ACBL 
Worldwide 

12:20  Open 

Pairs 

12:20  0-500 

Pairs 
  

2   Bridge 
Contest 

9:30   Open 

Pairs 

9:30   0-2500 
Play 

           & Re-
view 

1:00  Potluck 
Lunch 

1:30   Open 
Pairs 

3 

2:00  Eight is 

          Enough 

          Swiss 
Teams 

4 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-750 

Pairs 

7:00    Open 
Pairs 

5 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-500 

Pairs 
  

6 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

1:00  Open 

Pairs 

7:00  Open 

Swiss 
  

7 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-1000 

Pairs 

7:00    Play & 

           Review 

8 

12:20  Open 

Pairs 

12:20  0-500 

Pairs 
  

9 

9:30   Open 

Pairs 

9:30   0-2500 
Play 

           & Re-
view 

10 
  

11 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-750 

Pairs 

7:00   Open 
Swiss 

12 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-500 

Pairs 
  

13 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

1:00  Open 

Pairs 

7:00  Open 

Pairs 
  

14 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-1000 

Pairs 

7:00    Play & 

           Review 

15 

12:20  Open 

Pairs 

12:20  0-500 

Pairs 
  

16 

9:30   Open 

Pairs 

9:30   0-2500 
Play 

           & Re-
view 

17 
  

18 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-750 

Pairs 

7:00    Open 
Pairs 

19  The Longest 
Day 

9:30     Open 

Pairs 

12:30   Open & 

             0-500 

Pairs 

4:30     Open 

Pairs 

7:00     Open 

Pairs 

20 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

1:00  Open 

Pairs 

7:00  Open 

Swiss 
  

21 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-1000 

Pairs 

7:00    Play & 

           Review 

22 

12:20  Open 

Pairs 

12:20  0-500 

Pairs 
  

23 

9:30   Open 

Pairs 

9:30   0-2500 
Play 

           & Re-
view 

24 
  

25 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-750 

Pairs 

7:00    Open 
Swiss 

26 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-500 

Pairs 
  

27 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

1:00  Open 

Pairs 

7:00  Open 

Pairs 
  

28 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-1000 

Pairs 

7:00    Play & 

           Review 

29 

12:20  Open 

Pairs 

12:20  0-500 

Pairs 
  

30 

9:30   Open 

Pairs 

9:30   0-2500 
Play 

           & Re-
view 

Color Code Key:  World Wide Bridge Contest—

Club Championship –NAP Qualifier—Local 

Charity 
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   5110 Revere Road, Durham, NC 27713     

    919-405-2016 

     

 
This international competition, sponsored by the World Bridge Federation, is scored across the world to give an overall winner.  The 
WBF will award prizes based on worldwide placement.  The ACBL gives bonus awards to the top two district winners. The Friday and 
Saturday games are separate events.  

 

Please join us:  Friday              June 1st   12:20 pm  

Saturday   June 2nd   1:30 pm  

 Pot Luck Lunch served at 1:00 pm      

Eight is Enough 

Join us for Eight is Enough Swiss teams. No team can have more than eight points. Each player is assigned a point value.  Flight A play-
ers (3000+) count as three points, Flight B (1000-3000) as two and Flight C (0-1000) as one. If two Flight A players want to play togeth-
er, they have to play with two Flight C players. Four Flight B players can team up. They each count as two points and two times four is 
eight - eight is enough. 

    Sunday             June 3rd    2:00 pm 

The Longest Day 

Please join us with the ACBL to partner with the Alzheimer’s Association to support the millions living with this disease every day and 
those who care for them.  The proceeds will be donated to the Alzheimer’s Association. ($11.00 entry fee/player) 

 

Please join us:             Tuesday            June 19th   4 Sessions      

   9:30 am  &   4:30 pm                    Open Pairs Special 18 board sessions 

      12:30 pm Open and 0-500 Pairs    7:00 pm     Open Pairs 

 Please join us for friendly competition at its best 

Chris Moll   (504) 495-7485   trianglebridgeclub@gmail.com 

  June 2018 Spe-

cial Events 
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