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from the president ... 
 UNIT GAME SANCTIONS. What are they? 

When I first told my wife, a lawyer, that I was giv-
ing out game sanctions for the unit, she thought I 
was imposing a unit penalty against a club for 
some infraction. In ACBL bridge terminology, how-
ever, a SANCTION is “permission given by ACBL to 
a club, unit or district to hold a duplicate event 
within ACBL territory.” So, a Unit Game Sanction is 
permission from ACBL for a unit to conduct games 
within the unit that award higher master point lev-
els.   
  
 Each ACBL unit receives twenty four Unit Game 
Sanctions each year. They can be used for unit 
events, such as our Mentoring Pairs games, our 
unit championship games, or can be given to a unit 
club for a special event they are holding (for exam-
ple, the Susan Torrey Memorial game, holiday 
games for unit clubs, or the Bright Leaf Unit Holi-
day Gala). 
   
 John Schachte and Mariée Walton are the 
Unit Game Coordinators for our unit in 2018. They 
are currently planning how to equitably distribute 
our 24 Unit Game Sanctions. While many unit 
game sanctions will be distributed for events as 
have been done in the past, John and Mariée 
would like to promote sanctioned games, in which 
players are excited to play and for which directors 
receive maximum benefit. So, if you have sugges-
tions of games or events that promote bridge in 
our unit, please email them to John 

<jschachte@att.net> or Mariée 

<Mariee_Walton@yahoo.com>.  
       

   Play every card well, 

       

   Ed Fuller, Unit 191 President 

BRIGHT LEAF SPRING 

SECTIONAL 
  

 Co-chairmen Chris Moll and Henry Meguid 

have been busy with preparations for the 2017 Bright 

Leaf Spring Sectional which will be held February 22-

25, 2018 at The Triangle Bridge Club and The Bridge 

Academy.  This should prove to be another enjoyable 

Unit 191 tournament.  All Open games will be at Tri-

angle and the 499er events will be held at The Bridge 

Academy. 

 

 There will be many events for players of all 

levels, which include separate open and limited games 

for all events including Swiss teams on Sunday.  Start 

the tournament by putting together a Swiss team for 

Thursday night.  Both the Friday and Saturday after-

noon games will be charity games which awards more 

points to the winners.   

 

 There will be sign up sheets for our members 

to make food and monetary contributions—let’s con-

tinue the fine  tradition of outstanding food at Unit 191 

tournaments.  

 

 Jennie Robinson and Kathy Newman will 

happily match you with a partner for the Friday and 

Saturday games.   

 

 Mark your calendars now for this event—

hopefully, we can count on our members for food or 

cash donations—and we hope to see all of you at some 

time during the weekend.   

 

 Please check the tournament flyer on page 12 

of this alert or the website for all tournament details.  

 

  Chris and Henry—Tournament Chairs  

mailto:jschachte@att.net
mailto:Mariee_Walton@yahoo.com


Holiday Gala 

 Today’s winter weather gave me 
the perfect time to make some post-
mortem notes and close the books on 
the 2017 Holiday Gala.   I would like to 
thank each of you for your help with 
the planning and organization of the 
party.   I couldn’t have pulled it off 
without your help.  The reviews are in 
and everyone enjoyed the new venue, 
liked the food and in general had a 
wonderful time. Many have proposed 
that we hold it at the Sheraton Imperial 
again next year.  Sounds like a good 
plan to me!  We did well!   
 
 Thanks so much!  See you all at 
the bridge table soon. 
 
Deanna 

MENTORING GAME 

Sharon Flicker—Sharon Crane—Barbara 

Martin—John Schachte 

 Winners of the Mentor/Mentee game  

on January 25th were Barbara and John 

with the Sharon team finishing second. 

 The February games are scheduled 

for February 13th at The Bridge Academy 

and February 22nd at Triangle.   

 These games are a great way to play 

together in a relaxed and  friendly bridge 

environment—mark your calendars. 



Pearl Concentrates on Defense 
 

By Randy Joyce 

At a recent local game, I picked up a fun and interesting defensive hand. 

 “Say what, Mr. Joyce !!!  Just like there is no crying in baseball, there are certainly no fun inter-

esting DEFENSIVE hands in bridge. Defense is all work and no play for the bridge playing populous. Well, 

take a gander at this one and see if you change your mind. 

     AK93 

     KQJ7 

     J74 

     J6 

Dummy      Declarer 

 

  Q           J542 

  T9        A832 

  AQT9652             ---  

  AQ9                     87432 

     T876 

      654 

      K83 

     KT5 

   

Recently, I had the pleasure of playing several boards with Pearl Schechter. Kay was running late 

from a doctor’s appointment, and I was pressed into service until she arrived at the game. As you may 

know, Pearl is our 98-year old gentlewoman who moved here from Kinston a few years ago.  She gra-

ciously whips us all at the bridge table, and we say she plays more like a 68-year old, make that 48 year-

old. 

We got off to a good start (did I mention that this fill-in stint lasted 12! Boards?) without many 

problems, but the inevitable tough one reared its ugly head. I opened the North hand 1NT, and the bid-

ding proceeded Pass Pass to West who bid a “Hello” 2 Clubs. That bid either showed Diamonds or a Ma-

jor/Minor two suiter. His partner bid 2 Diamonds, and that ended the auction. 

        N 

  W         E 

        S 



 

Pearl led the Heart 5, playing MUD from 3 small. I deposited the Jack on the 9 from dummy, and 

Declarer won the Ace. Rather than take her most reasonable shot at making the hand by leading a 

Club to the Q, declarer decided to play for a defensive error. Declarer played a Spade to the Q and my 

K. I played the Heart Q hoping that Pearl had been dealt the 8 5 x of Hearts but saw that instead she 

had the 6 5 x. I persevered with the Heart K setting up declarer’s 8, which maybe was stranded in the 

weak closed hand.  

Declarer ruffed in the dummy. She should have played the D Ace, followed by the Q, in case one 

of us had been dealt Jx. Instead, she exited dummy with the D10, which catered only to me making a 

mistake. I won the J of Diamonds and exited with my last safe card, the Spade A. Declarer played the 

Diamond A and then the Diamond Q, and Pearl was on play.  

Pearl paused to reflect and realized that, if she exited a Spade, Declarer would win her J. How did 

she know this? Because I would have played the J of Spades rather than the A when I got off play 

after winning the Diamond J. Can’t do that, she thought, so Pearl switched to a low Club.  

How did she know that this would not just run to declarer’s J and let her make an overtrick? Be-

cause any good defense begins and ends with COUNTING. I had shown up with 7 points in Spades, 6 

points in Hearts, and 1 point in Diamonds. My other point (to get to 15) had to be the Club J. This 

counting thing doesn’t work so well if you or partner tends to fudge a point or so in the bidding. 

Declarer could have stuck in the Club Q, as she should have done at trick 2, but she ducked it to 

my Jack. “Game over,” you say. Declarer finally has end played me into giving her an 8th trick.  

Did I tell you what Declarer pitched on the Diamond Q, as she was pulling trumps? The Heart 8!!! 

My Heart 7 was now high and I could tap the dummy with it. Pearl took the last trick with the Club K. 

Down 1! 

This hand has several outstanding points.  

It’s usually correct to take your straightforward best play for your contract. Playing for mis-

takes in a weak field often works, but if you get too reliant on it and run into stronger 

opposition, it usually leaves you high and dry.  

 

When playing Diamonds on this hand, play the A followed by the Q. You can pick up Jx, but 

any time they are 3-3 or 4-2 with the Kx you must lose 2 tricks in the suit.  

 

The last and maybe most important is always watch the spots and realize when yours is big-

ger than the opponents. I know that it’s hard to keep up with everything, but make your 

New Year’s Resolution to watch those spots. I know you will find an extra trick or two 

that you didn’t realize that you possessed. 

Why does Pearl place or win so often?  She doesn’t ever willingly give up a trick!  She is working 

and thinking about the cards when many others are contemplating, “What’s for dinner tonight?” 

 





Barbara Seagram Returns 

to The Bridge Academy 

Preempting for Fun & Profit  

Mark your calendar! 
 
Barbara Seagram will be returning to The Bridge 
Academy on Tuesday, March 13, for a workshop 
from 9-noon, followed by lunch and a chance to part-
ner with Barbara or Alex in a fun duplicate game. 
 
The cost is $85.00 which includes lunch and game 
fees. To register go to www.bridgeacademync.com 
 

http://www.bridgeacademync.com






 
 

 
www.trianglebridgecl

ub.net February  2018   
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-1000 

Pairs 

7:00 Play & Re-
view 

2 

12:20  Open 

Pairs 

12:20  0-500 

Pairs 
  

3 

Weekend War-
rior Bridge 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

9:30   0-2500 
Play & Review 

1:30   Open 
Pairs 

4 

Weekend War-
rior Bridge 

  

2:00   8  is 
Enough        
Teams 

5 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-750 

Pairs 

7:00    Open 
Pairs 

6 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-500 

Pairs 
  

7 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

1:00  Open 

Pairs 

7:00  GNT 

Swiss 
  

8 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-1000 

Pairs 

7:00  Play & 
Review 

9 

12:20  Open 

Pairs 

12:20  0-500 
Pairs 

10 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

9:30  0-2500 

Play  Review 
  

11 
  

12 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-750 

Pairs 

7:00    Swiss 
Teams 

13 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-500 

Pairs 
  

14 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

1:00  Open 

Pairs 

7:00  Open 

Pairs 
  

15 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-1000 

Pairs 

7:00 Play & Re-
view 

16 

12:20  Open 

Pairs 

12:20  0-500 
Pairs 

17 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

9:30   0-2500 
Play & Review 
  

18 
  

19 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-750 

Pairs 

7:00    Open 
Pairs 

20 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-500 

Pairs 
  

21 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

1:00  Open 

Pairs 

7:00  GNT 

Swiss 
  

22 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-1000 

Pairs 

7:00    Bright 
Leaf Unit Sec-
tional Swiss 
Teams 

23 
Bright Leaf 
Unit Sectional 

10:00  Open 
Pairs 
  2:30  Open 
Pairs 
  

24 
Bright Leaf 
Unit Sectional 

10:00  Open 
Pairs 
  2:30  Open 
Pairs 
  

25 
Bright Leaf 
Unit Sectional 

10:00 and TBA 

Swiss Teams 

26 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-750 

Pairs 

7:00  GNT 

Swiss 
  

27 

12:30  Open 

Pairs 

12:30  0-500 

Pairs 
  

28 

9:30  Open 

Pairs 

1:00  Open 

Pairs 

7:00  Open 

Pairs 
  

International Fund Game: 50/50 red/black 
pts 

ACBL-wide Charity Game 

STaC Week     Local Charity Game 

Reach for Gold 

GNT Swiss Teams 

TRIANGLE FEBRUARY SCHEDULE 

http://www.trianglebridge




 

Four Chances to win Gold 
in February 

 

 ACBL’s experimental Regional Event 
At the Club House (REACH) is an ACBL-
wide regional that enables players to compete 
against each other and earn gold points from 
the comfort of their local club. The same set of 
deals are played by members in every partici-
pating club, but because it’s a regional event, 
players can earn gold or red points while play-
ing in their regular club game!  Five REACH 
games will be held at The Bridge Academy 
from February 5-9. 2018. 
 
 

 All ACBL members can play in REACH 
after paying a fee of $30. The REACH fee is in 
addition to the normal card fees charged by 
participating clubs. Any registered REACH 
players may play in any club running a 
REACH game. Players can only play one 
REACH game per day. Player registration 
opens on January 10 and closes at midnight 
(Pacific Time), on February 2.  

  
Read the condition of contest 

    FAQ 
  

Game Schedule 
  

0-500 pairs on Monday, Thursday & Friday 
at 12:30 

 
0-300 pairs on Wednesday at 12:30 

 
Open pairs on Monday, Wednesday & Fri-

day at 12:30 

ANNOYING HABITS OF 

BRIDGE PLAYERS 

1.  Thanking opponents for doubling or 

pushing  you to game when you make it. 

2.  Making gratuitous comments after seeing    

you achieved a good result. 

3. Not claiming as declarer when the out-

come is obvious. 

4. Asking questions during the auction 

when you have no intention to bid. 

5.   Saying  “having none” when partner 

trumps an opponent’s  trick. 

6.   Snapping cards. 

7. Discussing a hand when the opponents 

have arrived at the table and not ac-

knowledging their presence. 

8. Saying “thank you” gratuitously—as 

when you drop opponent’s singleton 

king. 

9. Gloating—as  “Well partner, they can 

make their contract.”  Good sac. 

10. Agonizing over a bad board. 

11. Taking advantage of partner’s hesita-

tions. 

12.  Pulling cards from dummy before they 

are called. 

13.  Pulling cards from your hand before it’s 

your turn to play. 

14. Fiddling with the bidding box. 

15. Eating at the table. 

 Perhaps 2018 is a good time to 

correct any of these habits if you 

happen to be guilty. 

http://web2.acbl.org/coc/REACH.pdf
http://www.acbl.org/reach-faq/


THE BRIGHT LEAF ALERT IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 

UNIT 191.   

IF YOU HAVE SUGGESTIONS OR IDEAS FOR ARTICLES, PLEASE 

NOTIFY  BARBARA MARTIN, EDITOR. 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK THE UNIT WEBSITE FOR ALL THE 

LATEST INFORMATION ABOUT OUR UNIT—DIRECTORY, RE-

SULTS, BOARD ACTIVITIES, GOVERNANCE, MEMORIES... 


