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LI�DA HARRIS �AMED U�IT 191 GOODWILL  

AMBASSADOR FOR 2014 

       
 Unit 191 is proud to announce our nominee for induc-

tion as a Goodwill Ambassador in District 7 this year.  Linda 

Harris, volunteer extraordinaire, is this year’s nominee.  We 

are sure that unit members will agree that she is an out-

standing candidate for this honor. 

 

 Quoting the words of Jim Bean as submitted to the Dis-

trict 7 news: 

 

 “Linda has been a source of boundless energy and un-

selfish volunteerism since joining Unit 191.  Even though she is 

a relative newcomer to bridge, her enthusiasm for the game 

and love of social interaction has made her one of the more 

visible and prominent members of the unit.  She became a di-

rector while only having 5 masterpoints.  She also readily vol-

unteers to be a guaranteed partner, is co-chair of the mentor-

ing program, assists in three annual tournaments, caddies for 

the Swiss team games and was recently trained to be the unit’s 

Membership Chair.  Linda is always gracious at the bridge table 

and loves to humor her partners and opponents alike.” 

 
 

MEMO FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 Congratulations to our wonderful 

sectional team and all those who volun-

teered to help!  A special thanks to our 

co-chairs, Leonard Beeghley and Jackie 

Marks—our partnership chairs, Mary 

Vickers and Phylliss Woody, and to our 

especially imaginative hospitality chairs, 

Robin Marin and Diane Saulsberry. 

 

JOB WELL DONE! 
 

         Jim Bean, Unit President 

UNIT 191 BOARD 

 
 Our unit is fortunate to have a board who 

oversees activities in the unit, runs tournaments, 

and promotes the game of bridge.  Board mem-

bers are:  Pat Bodoh, Maggie Lindquist, Paul Ko-

brin, Jackie Marks, Joyce Jenzano, Ed Fuller, Ken 

Dye, Melanie Riva, Katie Wilson, Phylliss 

Woody, Randy Joyce, and Jim Bean.   This group 

willingly donates their time to make sure the unit 

runs smoothly.  They are our representatives, but 

need our support and cooperation.   Make sure 

you thank them when you see any one of them 

at the tables. 



 

THE ADVENTURES OF DUKE AND CAROLINETHE ADVENTURES OF DUKE AND CAROLINETHE ADVENTURES OF DUKE AND CAROLINETHE ADVENTURES OF DUKE AND CAROLINE    

Dramatis Personae 

 
CAROLINE… Smart, vivacious, trusting;  

            founded her own company at 25, 

 now retired at 50 and seeking 

new  challenges; wants to learn to  play 

 bridge the right way, both  

 technic ally and ethically 

 

DUKE… Rich, cavalier, devil-may-care; 

 made his money the old fash-

ioned  way, he inherited it;  sees bridge 

 as a social outlet; not above 

 bending the rules to advance his 

 status 

 

THE MCADOOS...Elderly couple from the 

 299er  game 

 

BUZZ AND JIM...College students 

 

THE RGGS...Expert players who gave and 

 expected the best you had to of-

fer  at the table 

 

LAGGARDLY LARRY...The slowest player 

 at the club 

 

“HELPFUL HILDA”...The club’s expert on 

 gentle  gloating 

 

GRACIE THE GATHERER...The BEST HCP 

 Holder in the club 

 

ANGIE ANTENNA…Always had her eyes 

 and ears on alert 

 

ASTONISHING ABE...Tricky!!! Bidder 

 

 Over the course of many weeks, 

other characters will be introduced to 

our little drama.  Any relation to real life 

persons will be purely coincidental. 

 “Do you know what is the hardest thing for me to 

master at the bridge table?” said Self Absorbed Saul to 

no one in particular. 

 

 When there were no “What’s?”  Saul answered 

his own question.  “I have no idea when to compete 

over opponent’s 1 NT openings.  I never know whether 

I am going for a number or am missing a part score or 

game of my own.” 

 

 Saul stared at the wall and plaintively repeated,  

“What should I do?” 

 

 Caroline was unfortunately sitting the closest to 

Saul, and even though a little vive told her to keep 

quiet, she weighed in on the subject,  “Saul, you have 

to learn some convention to play over the opponents’ 

1NT bid, and whatever it is, stick to it.  You can’t ran-

domly pick and choose your hands for competition.  If 

your system calls for a bid, then make it.  If you just 

have a hunch, let it go, and don’t bid.  A lot of people 

think that you have to bid any time the opponents 

open 1NT.  That is pure HOGWASH!!!  You should cater 

your bids with an eye to the vulnerability and the 

strength of your suits.  Your bidding should be construc-

tive and not just a whim of the moment.” 

 

 Caroline knew that she had learned in the school 

of hard knocks when she first began to play.  She was 

very lucky that she quickly made friends with more ex-

perienced players and learned the best way to handle 

certain situations. 

 

 “When someone opens 1NT, they usually have 

about 35-40% of the available HCP, she continued.  

“You have to tread with caution, but not with timidity.  

Overcalling with an AKxxx suit and square distribution 

is not the key to a good score.  Bid with distribution!!!! 



 Here is the solution to the Double 

dummy problem (submitted by Pearl 

Schechter) from last month.  The ques-

tion was how to make 7 hearts on the 

lead of the King of Clubs. 

 

 “Win the King of Clubs in your 

hand being careful to pitch a Diamond 

from dummy.  Lead a trump to 

dummy.  Trump a Spade in your hand 

and lead another trump to dummy.  

Trump the Queen of Spades in your 

hand.  Lead your last trump to dummy.  

Play the Ace of trumps and Ace of 

Spades—pitching your Ace and King 

of Diamonds.  There are no more 

trumps in any hand and dummy is left 

with all Diamonds.”   Simple huh? 

  S—AQ2 

  H—AKQJ 

  D—QJ10987 

  C— 

 

S—10876  S—KJ9643 

H—5432  H— 

D—   D—65432 

C—KQJ54  C—32 

 

  S— 

  H—109876 

  D—AK 

  C—A109876 

Also, make a deal with your partner to only try for 

game after an overcall of 1NT with a spectacular fit 

and distribution.  It’s not the end of the world to 

play in a partial and make a game, but it is seldom a 

good score to push to a game that you cannot make 

after your opponent has opened 1 NT.  It is quite a 

bit different from overcalling at the one level when 

your opponent opens one of a suit. 

 

 “There are a number of good conventions for 

bidding over the opponents’ 1 NT.  To name a few, 

DON’T is very popular.  A newcomer that people 

are trying is Meckwell.  Old favorites include Astro, 

Capelletti, and Hello.  With the wide range of NT 

strengths being employed these days, the old 

standby of natural doesn’t get the job done.  Look 

on the internet and read about some of the treat-

ments.  Pick one that you like and stick to it.  You 

will find that you too can compete without so much 

fear and trepidation. 

 

 “Saul, said Caroline, “you have to realize that 

you are a beginner and, as such, people are out to 

take advantage of your inexperience.  The quicker 

you learn to show these players that you can hold 

your own, the quicker they will cease to try to push 

you around.  If you continue to make the same mis-

takes, they will continue to give you the same prob-

lems.  Do the right thing a couple of times, and 

your scores will improve and you won’t have to en-

counter as many unusual situations.” 

  

 In this information era, you have to be better 

informed as to what is available and what suits you.  

It’s a lot like playing the stock market.  Do you want 

safe investments that don’t gain or lose much or do 

you want to rock and roll a little more?  I’m sure 

that Saul will find something that is tailor made for 

him. 

 
 Submitted by Randy Joyce—edited by Sandy McCay 

 and Kay Joyce 

 The ALERT is published 

monthly and is the official publica-

tion of Unit 119.  Deadline for the 

September issue is August 27. 

 

Editor:  Barbara Martin 

Contributors:  Randy Joyce, Sandy 

McCay, Dave Streifford,  and  

Liz McGuffey 



THE BIDDING 

 

 The cards should not be taken out of a board 

until at least one of the opponents is at the table.  

When you have removed your cards from the board, 

count them before looking at them. 

 

 If you make a bid (example—Open with 2 

spades) the opponent whose turn it is next to bid, 

may ask your partner what your bid meant.  Your 

partner must answer, you may not.  If your partner 

doesn’t know or isn’t sure, he/she should not specu-

late as doing so will give you information about your 

partner’s thinking.  He/she should say simply that he/

she doesn’t know what it means. 

 

 Do not touch the bidding box until you’ve de-

cided what bid to make.  Moving your hand back and 

forth between possible bids gives your partner infor-

mation to which he/she is not entitled.  For example, 

after you have placed your hand on the cards includ-

ing the pass card, you may not then make a bid in a 

suit or no trump, as this passes unauthorized infor-

mation to your partner.  Decide what bid you want to 

make, take it out of the bidding box, look at it to 

make sure you’ve pulled out the one you intended 

and then place it on the table. 

 

 Never make remarks, gestures, or facial ex-

pressions during the bidding that show that you do 

not understand your partner’s last bid, you don’t like 

it or that your own bid is based on indecision.  Your 

partner is not entitled to this information and it may 

mislead the opponents. 

 

 When you make an insufficient bid, it is not 

your right to simply make it sufficient, the Director 

must be called as there are situations in which a call 

cannot simply be made sufficient.  The left-hand op-

ponent has options which will be explained by the 

Director. 

 

 Never pick up you bid cards before the auc-

tion has ended.  If you pick up your bid cards before 

your partner’s last bid, it appears that you are telling 

your partner to pass. 

 

 All  psyche bids must be reported to the Di-

rector at the completion of the hand.  A psyche is 

defined as a bid that grossly misrepresents the 

strength or distribution of one’s own hand.  Even a 

mistake can be a psyche, if it grossly misrepresents 

the strength or distribution of the hand. 

 

 Alert all bids that require an alert.  When an 

explanation is asked for, do not simply respond with 

the name of the convention but rather explain what 

the bid shows (or asks).  Not everyone knows all 

your conventions nor does everyone play them the 

same way. 

  

 You may only ask for an explanation of a bid 

when it is your turn to bid or just prior to your play 

to the opening trick.  To ask for an explanation for 

the purpose of making sure your partner under-

stands is unethical. 

 

 You are entitled to take time to think, how-

ever, if a player takes too long (hesitates) and then 

passes, and you feel that his or her partner may ap-

pear to be taking an advantage of the hesitation and 

took another bid, you may call the Director to pro-

tect your score. 

 

 You must bid and play in tempo to avoid giv-

ing false information to your partner and oppo-

nents. 

 

 As Declarer or Dummy, if your partner has 

failed to alert an alertable bid, it is your obligation 

to inform the opponents after the auction ends and 

before the opening lead is made.  As Declarer or 

Dummy, if your partner alerts a bid that was not 

alertable or provides an explanation of a bid which 

is not as per your convention card, it is your obliga-

tion to inform the opponents after the auction ends 

and before the opening lead is made.  As a de-

fender, if you make either of these mistakes, it is 

your obligation to inform the opponents after the 

play of the hand is completed.  When any of these 

situations occur, if your opponents are not ad-

vanced players, you should add to your explanation, 

“If you feel you were damaged, you should call the 

Director.” 

ETIQUETTE A�D RULES—CO�TI�UED 



 

   Competing Nationally at The Bridge Academy 

 The Bridge Academy is now a member of the Common Game, offering you the opportunity to 

compete against a much larger pool of players similar to a District STAC game but at a national level. 

You play the same hands and the results are matchpointed across all participating clubs in the country. 

You will receive a club ranking and a Common Game ranking after each session as well as a monthly 

ranking. Participation in the Common Game does not affect your score or masterpoint award at the 

Bridge Academy. The ACBL masterpoint awards continue to be scored and reported as always. 

What does that mean to you? 

• You can compare your results with players across the country 

• Post mortem analysis of many of the interesting hands played 

• Individual play analysis to help improve your game 

• Prizes awarded monthly, quarterly and annually for both performance and attendance 

How to check your scores? 

 Players who have their email addresses registered with the ACBL will automatically have their 

results emailed to them after the game. If you do not have your email address registered with the ACBL, 

you can enroll by clicking the “Common Game “button under “Results” from the main menu of The 

Bridge Academy web site www.bridgeacademync.com  main menu or directly at The Common Game 

web site. 

• Type your ACBL number in the login field on the top right hand corner of the page and click 

"Login" 

• Click on "Modify Profile" on the top right hand corner 

• Fill in your ACBL, name and email address in the form 

• Click “Submit” at the bottom of the page 

 Join us to try this exciting new addition.  

 

Tired of swimming with the sharks?  
 Not to worry! The Bridge Academy, now offers a 0-99 game alongside both Monday and 

Wednesday afternoon games. A four-table minimum with advanced reservation is required. For more 

information contact Henry at henry@bridgeacademync.com 



BEST DOUBLE DUMMY HAND 

EVER 

 
 Ed Fuller submitted this hand—

which was given to him years ago and 

termed “the best double dummy ever.”  

Ed admits it took him many months to 

solve it.   Solution forthcoming. 

Make 5 of the last 6 against A�Y 
defense with Spades as trumps and 

South on lead.  

     �orth 

  ♠:  AJ4 

  ♥:  J64 

  ♦:  ― 

  ♣:  ― 

   West      East 

♠:  Q87   ♠:  ― 

♥:  ―   ♥:  Q87 

♦:  ―   ♦:  Q87 

♣:  Q87   ♣:  ― 

     South 

  ♠:  K965 

  ♥:  ― 

  ♦:  J6 

  ♣:  ― 

 

  
 August 8-10  Asheville, NC Sectional 

 August 11-17  Hunt Valley, MD Regional 

 August 15-17  Fayetteville, NC Sectional 

 August 18-24 STaC  District 7 
 August 26-Sept. 1 Atlanta, GA Regional 

 Sept. 5-7  Wilmington, NC Sectional 

 Sept. 19-21  Southern Pines, NC Sectional 

 Sept. 19-21  Waynesville, NC Sectional 

 Sept. 25-28  Raleigh, NC Sectional 
 October 3-5  Morganton, NC Sectional 

 October 15 Double Session Event in 

    Unit 191 

 October 24-26  High Point, NC Sectional 

 November 7-9 Durham NC FLM  

    Sectional 
 November 10-16 Norfolk, VA Regional 

 December 7 Unit 191 Holiday Gala 

 Dec. 29-Jan. 4  Charleston, SC Regional 

HIGHLIGHT THESE DATES 

CORRECTION 

 
 In the article about rules and etiquette of bridge in the last Alert, there is a correction regarding the 

paragraph which stated: 

 

 “The North player is responsible for the proper observance of all procedures and for maintaining 

proper conditions of play at the table.  For example, North is responsible for turning the boards and South, 

East, and West should not touch the boards without permission .  Nobody should reach under the top board 

to get their hand from the next board.” 

 

 Maggie Lindquist, ACBL Director and teacher, pointed out that no where in the Director’s book of 

laws does it say that it is the exclusive right of the North player to turn or move the boards.  In fact, every-

one at the table is responsible to make sure the boards are in correct order, pointing the right direction, 

and in numerical order.  When there are travelers or pickups (not a bridgemate), it is polite not to remove 

the board before North has had a chance to check the vulnerability when scoring but that can be done by 

setting the board to the side so that the other players can get their next hand and count then while North is 

recording the score.  When directing, Maggie encourages this action to speed the play.  When the entire 

process is stopped waiting for the busy North to turn the boards, it wastes time.   





 

 

 

WA�TED 

Mentors/Mentees  

For the 2014-2015 

Bright Leaf Unit 191 

Mentoring Program 

 

  Please complete the form and 

place it in the folder provided 

on table near entrance at the 

Triangle Bridge Club (TBC) 

or email it to either Sharon 

Crane or Linda Harris 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND-

MISCELLANEOUS 

 
• Please check out the website for information 

regarding our unit.  The following may be 

found:  All club results, game schedules, bridge 

conventions, latest unit news, board minutes, 

member directory, and special events.   

 

• If you have a change of address, e-mail, or 

phone number, please notify Linda Harris -

lharris166@nc.rr.com. 

 

• Take a minute to tidy up the room after each 

game—pick up pencils, push in chairs, make 

sure you put your garbage in the appropriate 

container, etc.  If everyone helps just a bit, it 

makes the room more presentable for the next 

game. 

 

• If there are occurrences at the table that you 

think do not follow the rules of bridge —-

PLEASE CALL THE DIRECTOR!!!  Do not make an 

attempt to solve these concerns by yourself.  

The directors are our friends—and are there to 

help make the game run more smoothly. 

 

• If you have comments, questions,  or concerns 

about what you read in the ALERT, please feel 

free to respond in written form to Bmar-

tin1@mebtel.net. 

 

• Take time to appreciate and thank someone 

who has done something that you take for 

granted. 



Unit 191 Master Point Leaders for Second Quarter of 2014
         The Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKenney standings below cover the second quarter of  calendar year 2014 and show the 

  total ACBL master points recorded for the individuals listed.  Each individual is shown for the master point range

   (not the rank) in which he/she stood as of 01/01/14.  Since then, many of those listed have advanced to the next range.  

         The Ace of Clubs points are those won at the club level only and include those won at clubs in Unit 191 as well

 as those won at other ACBL-sanctioned clubs.  The Mini-McKenney points are those won in all ACBL-sanctioned events.

               ACE  OF  CLUBS MASTER POINT                  MINI - McKENNEY

RANGE

Steve Kunin 9.72 0 - 5 Christine Chai 15.25

Susan Korn 6.04 Steve Kunin 12.84

Teddy Lovejoy 5.15 Susan Korn 9.83

Ben Kompa 27.41 5 - 20 Ben Kompa 70.58

Bill McCartney 24.23 Bill McCartney 34.35

Linda Brezin 14.84 Page Thomas  29.42

Larry Kupper 28.81 20 - 50 Larry Kupper 31.00

David Crow 12.32 David Crow 20.77

Bette Harrington 10.58 David Sokal 17.33

Jody Bartlett 29.82 50 - 100 Robert Thorstad 68.69

Eloise Fontaine 27.51 Jody Bartlett 43.79

Robert Thorstad 26.02 Nancy Crow 40.09

Linda Owen 30.21 100 - 200 Jim Wells 46.48

Phylliss Woody 30.05 Linda Owen 42.34

Jim Wells 25.06 Bill Ingram 36.53

Betsy Mebane 43.28 200 - 300 Betsy Mebane 101.43

Nancy Coey 23.12 Nancy Coey 42.11

Fran Westmoreland 21.08 Jill Kaufman 41.72

Melanie Riva 84.68 300 - 500 Andrea Roitman 139.81

Andrea Roitman 75.92 Melanie Riva 99.07

Phil Draper 42.52 Jackie Marks 74.53

Skip Riva 96.99 500 - 1,000 Skip Riva 111.81

Valerie Roberts 60.37 Dave Schreiber 93.25

Dave Schreiber 59.94 Valerie Roberts 86.24

Barbara Martin 71.87 1,000 - 2,500 Paul Morrissette 108.74

Jack Whetstone 66.99 Jack Whetstone 107.81

Jim Bean 64.14 Kathy Newman 105.29

Mort Stromberg 101.26 2,500 - 5,000 Howard Su 168.25

Ken Dye 84.85 Ken Dye 141.26

Howard Su 70.87 Mort Stromberg 126.00

Irene Adams 84.49 5,000 - 7,500 Wayne Stuart 328.74

Peggy Barbee 17.78 Josef Blass 187.84

Wayne Stuart 14.74 Irene Adams 119.07

George Bloomer 187.46 10,000+ Kay Joyce 431.98

Kay Joyce 78.12 Randy Joyce 381.19

Randy Joyce 33.17 Chris Moll 303.46



 Jay, Bruce, and Dar-

leen were directors at the tour-

nament and kept everything 

running smoothly.   

 

 The unit is appreciative 

to Jay and Darleen for hosting 

the tournament at the TBC. 

 Robin 

Marin and Diane 

Saulsberry were 

co-chairwomen 

for Hospitality.  

And what a great 

job they did!  The 

kitchen was fes-

tive—all deco-

rated in red, white 

and blue.  Hot 

dogs and ice 

cream were served 

for lunch on the 

4th—plenty of 

sandwiches for 

lunch on Sat. 

Well done! 

 Holly Davis, (Robin’s 

sister), Robin, and Audrey 

Crosby were in the kitchen 

most of the time.  They cer-

tainly ran an efficient  opera-

tion!   

 

 Diane Saulsberry, 

decked out in red, white, and 

blue for July 4th, opens pen-

cils that were given as a wel-

come gift on Friday.    Diane 

was tournament co-

chairperson for Hospitality. 

 



Membership Report 

Submitted by Linda Harris 

During the month of June the following occurred: 

 
 

I am pleased that we gained one (1) new ACBL member Beverly Craig of Chapel Hill.  In addition, 8 players 

transferred in:   Keith Adams from Unit 119, Bruce Levak from Unit 176 and �anci Welker from Unit 118, all  

of Durham;  Inge Formenti from Unit 117, Ben Kompa from Unit 122, and Pahnea Ratty from Unit 200, all  

living in  Chapel Hill;  and George Bloomer and Judith Bloomer of Pittsboro, who transferred from Unit 119. 

Welcome one and all!! 

Advancing in rank during the month of June were: 

Junior Master      Susan Korn 

Club Master        Linda Brezin 

Sectional Master      Judy Laney    

Regional Master      Jody Bartlett  Bill Ingram 

�ABC Master      Ian Cloudsdale �ancy Coey  

  

Advanced �ABC Master     Jill Kaufman 

Life Master       Betsy Mebane 

Bronze Life Master      Andrea Roitman  

Silver Life Master      Diane Bastian 

 

�EWEST LIFE MASTER 

 

Unit 191’s newest life master is Betsy Mebane, who attained that goal at the Raleigh Regional .  If you missed 

reading about Betsy, you may find the information in the July Alert. 

 

CO�GRATULATIO�S O�E A�D ALL!! 

 

Total Membership for June  2014   548 

New     1 

Transfer In      6 

Transfer Out   (1) 

Snowbird In     2 

Future Life Master inactive    (4) 

Future Life Master reinstated     3 

Life Master Unpaid    (2) 



        

         Submitted by Dave Streifford 

 

 

 The most common version of the Stayman Convention looks for a 4-4 fit with partner’s 1NT 

opening. You have 8 or 9 pts and, ideally, a favorably distributional hand, such as 4-4-1-4. But the res-

cue regards responder hands with < 8 hcps. 

 

 Garbage and Crawling Stayman are variations of the foregoing standard Stayman designed to 

let partner avoid a troublesome NT contract and play more safely in a suit contract. 

Take these holdings and auction in a typical Garbage Stayman case: 

    North   South 

    S  AJ2   Q873 

    H  KQ8   10965 

    D  A975  10863 

    C  Q64   8 

  

    West  North   East    South 

      P   1NT   P   2C 

      P    2D   P   P 

 

 South will pass any rebid by North. South’s terrible hand likely will play much better in 2D than 

in 1NT. Move one or two diamonds to the club suit, however, and South should pass. 

Crawling Stayman. What happens if responder holds one of the following hands opposite a 1NT open-

ing? 

    1.   2.   3. 

    S  9865   83   8543 

    H  76   9874   8653 

    D  6   87543   - 

    C  1098754  95   108642 

 

1. Start the Stayman sequence with 2C. If opener rebids 2S, pass. If partner rebids 2D or 2H, 

Crawling Stayman agreement allows you to rebid 3C and opener will pass. 

2. As above, bid 2C. If opener rebids 2D or 2H, pass. But if opener’s rebid is 2S, rebid 3D. 

3. If opener rebids a major, pass; else, rebid 3C. 

 This is only a very rudimentary introduction to these concepts. For a comprehensive review, 

see the following online sites [cut & paste the last one to your browser]. [http://www.bridgeguys.com/

Conventions/crawling_stayman.html,  http://bridge.rfrick.info/weakstayman.htm, and http://

fourseasonsbridge.com/harold/BAS_G_CS.pdf 

RESCUES PARTNERS WILL APPRECIATE 


