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BRIGHT LEAF SECTIO�AL  JULY 3-6 
 

COME CELEBRATE JULY 4TH WITH US!  OUR U�IT’S SECTIO�AL 
TOUR�AME�T IS ALMOST HERE.   THERE STILL IS TIME TO SIG� UP 

FOR FOOD, MAKE CASH DO�ATIO�S—OR PLA� TO VOLU�TEER.  

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR I�FORMATIO�. 

Membership Report 
 

      Submitted by Linda Harris 

 

During the month of May the following occurred: 

 
 

Please take a moment to applaud the following who advanced in rank: 
 
 Club Master      Diana Spock 

 Sectional Master    Ben Kompa ** 
 NABC Master     Carole Hamilton 

       Jim Wells 

 Bronze Life Master    Jackie Marks  

 Silver Life Master    Pahnea Ratty 

 

Congratulations one and all!! 
  
 ** Ben Kompa is a member of the UNC-Chapel Hill Bridge team who qualified for the National 
Collegiate Championship to be  played in Las Vegas July 2014.   
 
 Unit 191 members please check the Directory on our unit website (www.unit191bridge.org) and 
report to me any changes or corrections that need to be made. 

Total Membership for May 2014 543 

Future Life Master inactive     1 

Future Life Master reinstated     3 

Snowbird out     2 

Deceased     2 



BEHI�D THE 

SCE�ES 

  

 “I am the director of the Fearring-

ton Bridge Club, not the owner.  The club 

belongs to its members so they all pitch in to 

help.  They elect their officers, collect their 

game fees, set-up and take down their tables 

and chairs, plus make sure they have suffi-

cient snacks and other supplies.  They also 

periodically plan special pregame potluck 

social events.”   

 

 “There are many people in the 

group who go above and beyond but there is 

one who stands out.  That one is John 

Braun.  John habitually comes extra early 
and sets up the game even though it isn’t his 

turn to do so.  Many times he does this even 

though he isn’t planning to stay and play.  

When the club bought new tables which 

were slightly less wide so that they tended to 

slip through the bars on the rolling cart 

made to hold them, John came with his tools 

and installed boards to cover the problem 

space between the bars.”    

 

 “John knows that when it comes to a 

potluck he would be disappointing many in 

the group if he didn’t bring his rum cake.  

He doesn’t stop there, however, as an excel-

lent cook, he often provides more than  one 

dish and sometimes brings special ‘goodies’ 

to regular games just to surprise people.”   

 

 “There is one extra thing about 

John, while the Fearrington game is a lim-

ited game, restricted to people who live in 

Fearrington Village and their guests, John 

doesn’t actually live in Fearrington Village, 

but is a regular guest.  He is truly a volun-

teer, and has become an integral part of the 

club which wouldn’t be the same without 

him.” 

 

 Thanks, John, for your many contri-
butions! 
 

 Maggie Lindquist 
 Fearrington Bridge Club Director 

�EWEST LIFE MASTER 

 
 Unit 191’s newest life master is Betsy Mebane, 

who attained that goal at the Raleigh Regional. 

 

 Like many 

of us, Betsy started 

playing bridge in 

college and then 

played only once a 

month or so for the 

next couple of 

years.  After that, 

she would play 

maybe once every 

five years or so for 

the next 40 years!  

She didn’t really start playing again until she met Ken Dye 

four years ago. 

 

 She loves the game of bridge because she likes to 

compete.  The person who has influenced her the most 

and her favorite partner is Ken.  Others who have  helped 

Betsy are Henry Meguid and Randy and Kay Joyce for 

their saying, “Diamonds are for fingers and Clubs are for 

golf.” 

 

 Betsy was born and raised in Durham, NC, and 

went to NCSU.  She lived in Raleigh for ten years before 

moving north for one year.  That one year turned into al-

most twenty years with stops in Princeton, NJ; Swarth-

more, PA and State College, PA before returning home to 

North Carolina in 1995.  (Editor’s note:  Betsy is an AVID 

NC State fan —and is often seen wearing their colors dur-

ing the football and basketball seasons.)  

 

 Having started her career in the computer industry 

before people knew there was a computer industry,  Betsy 

worked for twenty years before taking ten years off.  Later 

she returned to computing for five or so years, taught one 

year of high school math—that was more than enough!  

She now tutors mathematics. 

 

 Betsy loves to read—her Kindle is her best friend!  

She took the director’s course earlier this year, enjoys di-

recting and hopes to do more of it.  Even though she real-

izes there is a lot of work ahead of her, she would like to 

get enough experience to be able to direct at tourna-

ments. 



Losing Trick Count for Evaluating Slam Potential 
          
           Written by Ed Fuller 
 
 With both sides vulnerable your hand is:  
    
  S: AQ9754 

   H: A86 

  D: — 

   C: A842 
 
 Partner opens 1 diamond, you bid 1 spade, and partner responds 1 NT. You force with 2 clubs (New Minor Forcing), to which 
partner bids 2 spades showing 3 card support. Are you thinking just game, after all partner has shown a minimum hand, and also 
opened in the suit that you are void? Or, are you thinking slam?  
 
 Using normal hand evaluation, your hand has 14 HCPs and 3 to 5 for the void, depending on your methods. So, if partner only 
has 12 or 13 HCPs, slam is perhaps iffy.  
 
 Let's try Losing Trick Count (LTC) for evaluating your hand. Don't think of losers, think of LTC as an additional way to 
evaluate your hand. See LTC rules below. The level at which you can expect to play in a trump contract is determined by 18 minus the 
combined LTC of your partner's and your hands. An opener will typically have a LTC of 7. Responder's raise to the two level shows a 
LTC of 9: 18 - 7 - 9 = 2, so a 2-level contract should make. Similarly, responder's limit raise shows a LTC of 8: 18 - 7 - 8 = 3, so a 3-
level contract should make.  
 
 Okay, apply the LTC technique to the hand above. The LTC is 1, 2, 0, 2 for spades, hearts, diamonds, and clubs, respectively, 
for a total LTC of 5. Partner is expected to have a LTC of 7 for his opener, so the combined LTC is 12, and the makeable contract 
should be 18 - 7 - 5, or 6, a small slam. If you don't like subtracting, think of a 5 LTC hand as 2 better than the 7 LTC hand needed to 
bid game. So, you should make 2 tricks better than game, or again a small slam. 
 

 Partner's hand is:  

   S: KT6 

   H: K9 

   D: K753 

   C: K965 

 
 Truly, a minimum, and perhaps not all would open this hand in first seat vulnerable, but nonetheless a small slam is a good 
bet.  
 
 The complete deal and play of the hand were the subject of Bobby Wolff's bridge column, "Aces Bobby Wolff on Bridge," 
published in the Raleigh News and Observer on May 21, 2014. Wolff's  columns appear online at http://aces.bridgeblogging.com/ ap-
proximately two weeks later, so the hand should be posted on June 4th. The topic  of Wolff's column is the play of the hand. The bid-
ding in the column is a complex artificial sequence that also arrives at the small slam in spades. Indeed, the hand interested me, because 
I wondered whether I would have explored slam except for a LTC analysis. 
 

    Losing Trick Count (LTC) Evaluation 

 
 Count 1 LTC for each missing ace, king, or queen in 3-card or longer suits. Count 1 LTC for each missing ace or king in 
doubleton suits. Count 1 LTC for every non-ace singleton. Additionally, count 1/2 LTC for every unsupported queen in a 3-card or 

longer suit.  

 

Four basic rules of the Losing Trick Count by Bernard Magee‡:  

 1. Only the first three cards in any suit can be losers.  

 2. Only the ace, king and queen are winners. 

 3. ‘Droppable Honours’ count as losers (i.e. a singleton king or a doubleton queen). 

 4. The queen counts as half a loser except when in combination with ace, king or jack. 

             see www.mrbridge.co.uk/library/LTC_1.pdf and www.mrbridge.co.uk/library/LTC_2.pdf  



BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO CLAIRE! 
 

  

 On June 2, Claire Sobel was surprised at THE BRIDGE 

ACADEMY with a cake and lots of birthday wishes!   

Henry Meguid and Ann Vaughan planned the party for  

Claire.  It  seems the number of years on the cake was not 

quite accurate,  but who is really counting! 

       To make the day 

           even more special,  

           Claire and her  

           partner, Ed Fuller,  

           finished first overall  

           with a 68.89% at  

           the 18 1/2 table  

           game.   
       

 

RULES FOR BEI�G A GOOD PART�ER 
 

 “I have always believe that your attitude towards your partner is as im-

portant as your technical skill at the game”.  Rixi Markis, one of the all time great players. 

 

 Before you sit down to discuss what you are playing, you should start your partnership off on the 

right note.  Half the battle of winning is being a good partner.  Always observe the following: 

 

•  Do not give lessons unless you are being paid to do so. 

•  Never say anything to your partner unless you would want him/her to say the same to you.  If you are 

unsure whether your partner would want you to say something, don’t. 

• Never “result” (criticize your partner for a normal action just because it did not work this time.” 

• Unless your intent is to clear up a misunderstanding, avoid discussing the just played hand.  If you cannot 

resist, be discreet. 

• Remember that you and your partner are on the same side. 

•  If you feel the urge to be nasty, sarcastic, critical or loud—excuse yourself and take a walk.   

•  Do not forget your partner wants to win as much as you do. 

•  When there is time between hands, co not discuss  bridge. 

•  When you want to consult another player about a disaster, ask about your hand, not your partner’s. 

•  Do not ever criticize or embarrass your partner in front of others. 

•  Remember that bridge is ONLY a game. 

 

 Thanks to Linda Hansell for submitting this article that she found in a club’s  newsletter  while playing 

bridge and  visiting her daughter in PA. 



DOUBLE DUMMY PROBLEM 

 
 Pearl Schechter submitted this double 

dummy problem for our Alert readers.  How do 

you make 7 Hearts with the lead of the K of 

Clubs?  The answer will be given next month. 

 

  S—AQ2 

  H—AKQJ 

  D—QJ10987 

  C  -  

 

S—T876   S—KJ9643 

H—5432   H— 

D—    D—65432 

C—KQJ54   C—32 

 

  S - 

  H—T9876 

  D—AK 

  C—AT9876 

 

Beginning Bridge:  Standard American  

Bidding in the 21
st
 Century 

 

 Standard American Bidding presents the bridge novice with solid knowledge of basic bridge. It 
looks at bidding, defense and the play of the hand. It also provides former players a chance to review and 
improve bridge techniques in the most modern Standard American bidding system.  Each lesson develops 
in a logical and progressive fashion with lots of hands on practice.  This card game is challenging, and this 
class is fun!  One need not have a partner but class size is limited. 
  

 To register please call 919-968-2070. 
 
 Instructor: Valerie Roberts, Certified Bridge Teacher and Director.  Student text is Bidding in the 
21st Century which is available through Amazon, Baron Barclay or the instructor.  Text is $15 if ordered 
through the instructor.  When you register, please indicate whether you would like to have a text ordered 
for you.   
 
 Further questions may be directed to the instructor at vjroberts3@gmail.com. Fee: $100 (10 weeks) 
Seymour Center Thursdays, July 10-Sept. 11, 9:30 am-noon. 
 

MARY 

 
 Our fellow bridge player and friend, Mary Scho-

chet, fell and broke her foot a few weeks ago.  She was 

hospitalized but is now recuperating in a health center.  I 

am sure she would enjoy hearing from her bridge friends. 

 

Mary Schochet 

DuBose Health Center 

100 Cedar Club Circle 

Chapel Hill, NC 27517 

 

 

TRA�SITIO� 

 
 Donald Ward, age 59, June 11, 2014, having 
had cancer for 9 years. 
 
 Don and his wife, Pat, were avid bridge play-
ers and were regulars at The Bridge Center and  
played in many tournaments.  Although they lived in 
Raleigh, they played their bridge in Durham. 



 In addition to Ira celebrating his 102nd 

birthday on June 4, we had special visitors to the 

TBC for the Thursday game.  Jim and Gisela Mig-

liore, former unit members who now live in Flor-

ida, were here as special guests.  They both look 

great, are doing well and sent their best to all. 

CELEBRATING 102 YEARS! 

 
 On June 4, Ira Vendig celebrated his 102nd birthday!  Few of us ever 

have the privilege of knowing someone that age, let alone having one as our 

bridge partner and/or opponent.  From an article written by Liz McGuffey—

”Ira eats a reasonably healthy diet with no restrictions.  He suffers from a few 

ailments, but accepts them stoically.  He enjoys a Scotch and several almonds 

at the end of each day, but he never over-indulges.  Ira attributes his longevity 

simply to luck.” 

 Ira and his partner  

Evelyn Tuck 

 

 

U�C TEAM  

HEADI�G TO  

LAS VEGAS 
  

 Best wishes to Robert 
Thorstad, Ben Kompa, Parker 

Xie, and Xiyuan Ge as they 
head to Las Vegas to compete in 
the National Collegiate Champi-
onship.  The competition is held 
during the Summer NABC be-
ing held in Las Vegas July 17-
27, 2014.  

 

 GO TEAM!!! 



ETIQUETTE A�D RULES FOR PLAYI�G BRIDGE 

 Some people play bridge strictly for fun, some 

play for the competitive aspect and the rest for various 

combinations of the two.  Regardless of where you fit in 

this range,  enjoyment of the game is important.   All club 

games are sanctioned by the ACBL and must therefore 

abide by the rules established by the ACBL.  In addition, 

there are good practices which everyone should follow so 

that all can enjoy the game.    

 

THE DIRECTOR 

  

 The director’s responsibilities include handling all 

law and rule infractions as well as running a smooth and 

pleasant game.  Players should never feel frightened or 

embarrassed to call for the Director nor should they at-

tempt to make their own rulings.  When there is an irregu-

larity—bid out of turn, lead from the wrong hand, insuffi-

cient bid, etc., call the Director. 

 

 As a matter of courtesy, tell the other players at 

your table that you’d like to call the Director, then raise 

your hand and say, “Director, please.”  Once the Director 

has been called, play must stop and the cards left as they 

are.  Once the Director arrives at the table, the person 

who has called him/her should explain the issue.  The Di-

rector will ensure that each player gets an opportunity to 

explain their side of the issue and they should be allowed 

to do so without interruption by the others. 

 

 Remember that the Director is your friend but 

that does not mean that he or she will always rule in your 

favor.  If you don’t like the ruling or think it is incorrect, 

tell the Director that you’d like to discuss it more after the 

game. 

 

ALL PARTICIPANTS 

 

 The start of the game is a busy time for the Direc-

tor as he/she tries to determine the number of tables 

there will be and the kind of movement to use.  You can 

help by arriving at least 10 minutes prior to the official 

start time and by sitting down at your table. 

 

 Using the Bridgemate—enter only your ACBL 

number and pass it around.  Enter the contract and lead 

(if required) before starting.  If on lead, make your lead 

first and then enter the information. 

 

 If you need to ask for an explanation of a bid, say 

“please explain”.  Opponents are entitled to know your 

agreement, not what you think.  If you don’t remember, 

 then ask them to take a look at your convention card (but 

you cannot look at it).  If the wrong information was given, 

only correct it before the play begins, but only if your side is 

playing the hand.  If you do not have an agreement, then 

simply say “undiscussed or no agreement”. 

 

 Dummy cannot call the director until the hand is 

over.  Dummy cannot point out a revoke by an opponent 

until the hand is over. 

 

 Do not mix your cards until there is an agreement 

on the final result. 

 

 Please wait for the Director to give the OK before 

starting the first hand as he/she may need to move players 

from one table to another.  Also don’t move from one table 

to the next until the Director calls the round.  If you move 

beforehand, he/she may be under the mistaken impression 

that you are still playing hands in the previous round. 

 

 Be a good host or guest at the table and when the 

opponents arrive stop any conversation with your partner 

and greet them in a friendly manner. 

 

 People are people and there will be times when 

someone does misbehave .  When this happens it is very 

important that the Director be advised, if not immediately, 

certainly at the end of the game.  There is a Zero Tolerance 

policy in effect at all times.  It’s up to everyone to ensure 

that it is applied. 

 

 The North player is responsible for the proper ob-

servance of all procedures and for maintaining proper con-

ditions of play at the table.  For example, North is responsi-

ble for turning the boards and South, East, and West should 

not touch the boards without North’s permission.  Nobody 

should reach under the top board to get their hand from the 

next board. 

 

 Each partnership should have at least one com-

pleted convention card.  If the partnership has two conven-

tion cards, they must be identical.  The card(s) should be 

placed on the table top accessible to your opponent.  As you 

may not refer to your own card during the bidding of a 

hand, it should be facing away from you. 

 

 It is greatly appreciated when everyone helps to 

tidy up the room after a game, but if there are still people 

playing, please do so quietly and don’t disturb them by re-

moving bidding boxes, pencils, etc. from the table.  Please 

keep conversation at a low level. 



Competition at the Mentoring Game 

Sharon and Linda 

RULES AND ETIQUETTE, CONT’D 

 
 Due to space limitations, the article on rules and etiquette will have two installments—next month 

will feature “Play of the Hand” and the following month will be “Bidding” procedures.  If you are following 

the adventures of Duke and Caroline (written by Randy Joyce and Sandy McCay),  many of the rules for play 

and etiquette have already been covered. 

ME�TORI�G PROGRAM FI�ALE 
 
 The final game of the 2013-2014 Mentor/
Mentee Program was held on June 10, 2014 at the 
TBC.   Twelve pairs participated in this event after a 
delicious covered dish lunch.  Thanks to Jay Bates 
who directed the game. 
 

Congratulations to the winners of this event:  
 
1st/2nd    Andrea Roitman and Linda Owen 
1st/2nd    Victor Riva and Linda Brezin 
3rd           Dave Streifford –and Carole Crotty 
4th           Anne Boyd and Linda Harris 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 Special thanks to all Mentors and Mentees for 
participating in this program, and a huge thank you to 
the board for their support of the program. This pro-
gram is beneficial to new players and also gives experi-
enced players an opportunity to give something back to 
the unit.  Everyone benefits!! 
  
 

 There is a blue folder at the TBC for those 
interested in being a mentor or a mentee for the 
next term—2014-2015.    Please complete the 
form and place in the folder provided on the table 
near the entrance at the Triangle Bridge Club 
(TBC) or email it to one of the co-chairs. 

 

   Sharon Crane   

  (scbridge@earthlink.net)     

 919 489-4903 

                  

Linda Harris  

(lharris166@nc.rr.com)        

 919 414-6716 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 From the Unit President: 
 
 “On behalf of the Unit 191 Board and all 
members, a huge thank you to Sharon and Linda 

for coordinating the mentoring program this past 

year.  We look forward to having you as co-

chairpersons for the program next year.  Please 

sign up to be a mentor or mentee so plans can get 

underway for fall.” 

    Jim Bean 



  

 Maggie Lindquist is the catalyst and 
workhorse who has made Youth Bridge 
Camp a program that Unit 191 offers to the 
greater community.  It is now in its fourth 
year and Maggie gets all the credit.  She pre-
pares and presents the lessons, screens and 
selects hands to be played, plans and pro-
cures the lunches and snacks (including bak-
ing homemade cookies!), provides play 
equipment for breaks, and maintains a pleas-
ant demeanor for the exhausting two-week 
session. 
 
 President Jim Bean says of Maggie:  
“You are amazing and ever patient with your 
summer camp students.  Thank you for 

spearheading this program and sowing the 

seeds of bridge’s future.  You are my hero”. 

 

 Students pay $75 per week that in-
cludes lessons, snacks, and lunch.  In addi-
tion, the Unit budgets $300 to cover promo-
tional materials and food costs for students 
and adult volunteers.  Most of the student 
fees go to the Triangle Bridge Club for use of 
space, making boards, supplying travelers, 
pencils, table mats, markers, whiteboards, 
tables, and chairs.  Maggie, the Unit’s volun-
teer extraordinaire, and her helpers get no re-
muneration. 
 
 Students convene at 9:00 am for a 
warm-up play-around, then Maggie or Ed 
Fuller deliver a brief lesson, followed by 
play of hands selected to incorporate the 
morning lesson.  A 15-minute break is a 
chance for physical activity and snacks.  An-
other lesson-play session is given before and 
after lunch until the class days ends at 
2:00pm.  Volunteers rotate around the room 
to advise and encourage students as needed. 
 

Youth Bridge Camp 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maggie presents her lesson to begin  

the morning session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eric Larsen prepares to make a bid as Janet 

Hitti monitors the bidding of the opponents 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maggie Lindquist, Ed Fuller, and  

Liz McGuffey 

In addition to Maggie, Ed and Liz were two of 

the many volunteers who showed up each day 

for two weeks 



 Youth Bridge Camp, continued 

 
 ACBL provides some teaching guidelines, 
but most of the materials are created by Maggie.  
Maggie and Darleen Bates, both of whom volun-
tarily teach EasyBridge!, have collaborated to for-
mulate lesson outlines that are incredibly compre-
hensive for a two-week course, especially when 
you consider that some campers have never even 
played cards.  Students are taught the Standard 
American bidding method, but more advanced top-
ics that are covered during the second week of 
camp include support doubles, RKC Blackwood, 
NT defenses, Drury, reverses, and more.   
 
 Of course, Maggie can’t do everything her-
self.  She says,  “I couldn’t do this without my vol-
unteers.  The next time you see Ed Fuller, Linda 

Harris, Eric Larsen, Janet Hitti, Linda Baugh, 

Marilyn Braun, Diane Saulsberry, or Liz McGuf-

fey, be sure to give them a special thanks.” 

 

 Maggie runs the camp to “introduce the ad-
dictive game of bridge to young absorptive minds.  
I want my own grandchildren, now aged three and 
five, to have a group to play with when they are old 
enough.  I myself learned bridge from my grand-
mother when I was just 11.  Ultimately, I would 
like to see a youth group that meets regularly to 
play, to improve their skills, and to learn more, but 
that hasn’t happened yet because the kids have so 
much going on during the school year.” 
 
 Maggie teaches because she “loves to see 
kids ‘getting it,’ figuring out how to take a finesse, 
growing in the game almost hour by hour.  A high-
light of this year has been a student from a non-
bridge family, who came last year as a 9-year old.  
He was interested last year but struggled a bit.  This 
year he came back with all my much folded and 
somewhat frayed handouts from last year.  His hand 
went up on every question I asked.    He now wants 
to teach his mother to play.” 
 
   Written by Liz McGuffey 

 

Ed Fuller sits patiently as dummy while his 

partner contemplates the next move 

The campers have an opportunity to social-

ize during snack time 

 

  

The Alert is  

published 

monthly and 

is the official 

publication 

of Unit 191.  

Please let me 

know if you 

have ideas or 

suggestions. 

 

Deadline for the next Alert is July 23.   

 

Barbara Martin. Editor 

 

 


