
 

 

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATIO� OF U�IT 191                            OCTOBER 2013 

 A special two-session event was held at the 

TBC on Wednesday, October 16, which proved to be 

a success for our unit and also a success for the Dur-

ham Food Bank. 

  

 If you missed this event, you missed a real 

party!  There were 18 1/2 tables for the Wednesday 

morning game,  23 1/2 tables for Wednesday after-

noon, and  9 tables for the Wednesday night game.  

A total of 130 different players participated 

throughout the day. 

 

 The unit has been given 4 sanctions for dou-

ble-session events that may be used at any time 

during the year.  So far, the unit has never used any 

of these special sanctions.  Jim Bean, Tournament 

and Special Games coordinator for the board,  met 

with the following committee composed of:  Jeff 

Boak (The Game Spot), Maggie Lindquist 

(Fearrington Bridge Club),  Darleen Boone (TBC), 

Nancy Young (Durham Bridge Club) , and John Tor-

rey (Tarheel Bridge Club) to discuss how to use 

these sanctions to improve membership and en-

courage more members to play.   The idea of having 

three different clubs involved on the same day was 

the brainchild of Jeff Boak, who also  organized the 

Food Drive and donations for the Durham Food 

Bank.   

   

 $403 was given to the Durham Food Bank—

$1 from each entry added to checks received, plus 

all the canned goods ( 86 lbs.) that were brought.  

(There will be a box at the TBC for canned foods un-

til Thanksgiving.  Please be generous in donating 

food items that are so essential to those in need.  

Checks or cash are also welcome. )  

 

 A prize of $40 in ACBL bridge bucks was 

given to the person who had the highest average 

playing in two events for the Open and 299er divi-

sions.   

  The winner of the Open event was Jim Hansell who 

had an average of 61.14 for the two session event.  

See the other results on the next page. 

  

 It was a fun-filled great day for bridge in our 

unit and based on the attendance and enthusiasm, 

you can look forward to more events of this nature in 

the future.  Special thanks to the committee, the 

unit, all those who brought food, and especially to 

Jeff Boak who had the idea and put it all to work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Above—Jeff discusses the events of the day 

with Meyer Lieberman. 

 The kitchen at lunch time—in line for the deli-

cious split pea soup and egg salad sandwiches that 

are the trademark of John Torrey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A WIN-WIN FOR UNIT 191 AND THE COMMUNITY! 



 Jim Hansell was the Open winner 

with the highest percentage (61.14%) for 

two sessions.  He teamed with Phil Erlen-

bach in the morning game and Linda 

Hansell in the afternoon. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Other flight A winners were: 

 2nd—Linda Hansell—59.80% 

 3rd—Barbara Martin/Jim Bean— 

  59.24% 
 

 Flight B—Gale Meyer—54.70% 

 2nd—Dave Schreiber—53.08% 

 3rd—Mike Kawalac—51.54% 

 

 Flight C—Jim Wells/ Nancy Benedict—

        48.02% 

 3rd—Vernon/Carol Grizzard—44.84% 
 

  12 players participated in all 3 games and if 

 there were to be an award given for STAMINA, 

 the following players would each receive it: 

 Irene Adams, David Crow, Jim Hansell, Linda 

 Hansell, Gale Meyer, Kathy Newman, Valerie 

 Roberts, Dave Schreiber, Alan Senzel, Paul 

 Smith, Linda Whipple and Phylliss Woody.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A special thanks to Directors John Torrey

(Tarheel Bridge Club) (above)  and Ken Dye 

(Durham Bridge Club) for keeping the games 

organized and running smoothly.  It was the 

largest game ever for the Durham Bridge Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Dave Schreiber cele-

brated his birthday on 

Oct. 16 by playing in 

all three sessions!  I 

guess he isn’t getting 

older.  

 

 

 

 

 

 My apologies, Jay, for not being there in 

the evening to get your photo—a huge thank 

you to you and Darleen for directing the eve-

ning game and hosting the event.  Apologies 

also to the winners of Flight B and C.  The scor-

ing wasn’t completed when I left. 



The Ace of Clubs and Mini-Mckenney standings below cover the third quarter of calendar year 2013 

and show the total ACBL master points recorded for the individuals listed.  Each individual is shown  

for the master point range (not the rank) in which he/she stood as of 01/01/13. 

 

The Ace of clubs points are those won at the club level only and include those won at clubs within  

Unit 191 as well as those won at other ACBL-sanctioned clubs.  The Mini-McKenney points are  

those won in all ACBL-sanctioned events. 

       Harrison Brooke—Membership Chair 

 

 ACE OF CLUBS 
 

0-5  
Robert Thorstad  30.74 

Jody Bartlett  25.97 

David Crow  18.39 

 

5-20 

Richard Cole  36.78 

Rita Chapman  23.29 

Bette Harrington 18.62 

 

20-50 

Phyllis Woody  45.24 

Warren Wogan  36.37 

Sherry Wogen  36.03 

 

50-100 
Carole Crotty  34.05 

Jim Wells  31.06 

Bill Ingram  25.51 

 

100-200 

Melanie Riva  117.43 

Betsy Mebane  60.39 

Beverly Barg  30.89 

 

200-300 

Skip Riva  116.49 

Andrea Roitman 93.45 

Dave Streifford  64.64 

 

300-500 

Phil Draper  95.54 

Anne Boyd  55.49 

Joyce Jenzano  55.31 

 

500-1,000 

Valerie Roberts  90.79 

Dave Schreiber  82.13 

Gale Meyer  67.77 

 

1,000-2,500 

Ken Dye  107.81 

Jim Cunningham 98.56 

Jack Whetstone  91.30 

 

ACE OF CLUBS—

CO�TI�UED 

 

2,500-5,000 
Mort Stromberg  129.01 

Howard Su  121.28 

Pearl Schechter  81.88 

 

5,000-7,500 

Irene Adams  134.31 

Sandy McCay  66.50 

Wayne Stuart  34.93 

 

10,000+ 

Kay Joyce  110.75 

Randy Joyce  50.38 

Chris Moll  17.10 

 

 

MI�I-MCKE��EY 
 

0-5 

Robert Thorstad  63.18 

Zimeng Xie  37.99 

Jody Bartlett  37.28 

 

5-20 

Richard Cole  37.04 

Rita Chapman  27.34 

Larry Kupper  23.30 

 

20-50 

Phyllis Woody  53.80 

Nancy Crow  42.31 

Rita Musante  40.46 

 

50-100 

Carole Crotty  43.23 

Don Hierman  34.22 

Jim Wells  34.21 

 

100-200 

Melanie Riva  181.86 

Bon Smith  109.18 

Betsy Mebane  93.35 

 

MI�I-MCKE��EY—

CO�TI�UED 
 

200-300 

Skip Riva  182.06 

Andrea Roitman 158.34 

Dave Streifford  103.51 

 

300-500 

Phil Draper  107.97 

Joyce Jenzano  103.06 

Dorothea Wilson 98.00 

 

500-1,000 

Dave Schreiber  186.23 

Gale Meyer  150.23 

Valerie Roberts  103.94 

 

1,000-2,500 

Ken Dye  211.70 

Jim Cunningham 164.97 

Joanna Pagano  155.65 

 

2,500-5,000 

Tammy Moll  200.41 

Mary Vickers  183.35 

Bud Stuart  148.00 

 

5,000-7,500 

Josef Blass  477.61 

Wayne Stuart  289.72 

Irene Adams  221.63 

 

10,000+ 

Kay Joyce  796.53 

Randy Joyce  722.32 

Chris Moll  346.39 

 

 



 

 

SEYMOUR SENIOR CENTER 

 
 There will be a game held  at the Senior 

Center on November 1, 2013 at 1:00.  Directors 

Paul and Ruth Ann Schwenke encourage all 

non-life master players to play in the tourna-

ment being held that day at the TBC.  This game 

is for those life masters who may have with-

drawal symptoms if they don’t play bridge on a 

Friday.   

 

 On Friday, November 8, there will be a 

Club Championship Game at the Senior Center 

and on Friday, November 15, there is a sched-

uled Charity Championship. 

 

 There will be no game on Friday, Novem-

ber 29, the day after Thanksgiving, due to the 

center being closed. 

*************************************** 

TBC 

 
• FLM Sectional Nov. 1-3—Note the Friday af-

ternoon and Saturday morning Open games 

will go ahead.  John and Darleen ask that 

FLM players play in the sectional.  These are 

great times for Life Masters  to bring food for 

the sectional. 

• 8 is Enough—November 10 and December 

15.  Please e-mail Darleen by 2:00 on Satur-

day if you are available to be added to a 

team or need someone to complete a team.  

Dar_boone@hotmail.com 

• GNT Grand National Teams Swiss—

November 3, 18, 27—Teammates are guar-

anteed. 

• Thanksgiving Day—Nov. 28  10:00 open 

game (only game that day) 

• Christmas Eve—10:00 open game (only 

game that day) 

• Christmas Day—No game 

• New Year’s Eve—Open and 499er game at 

10:00 

• New Year’s Day—Open game at 1:00—No 

Wednesday morning game 

• Play and Review with Darleen and Jay: Tuesday 

and Thursday nights at 7:00 for beginner to in-

termediate players.  Play 3 boards, then review 

them; play 3 more and review.  We usually get 

15-18 boards played in an evening. 

****************************************** 

 

 

  
 

   Join us for an Edu-Barometer Pair Game 
 

 The Bridge Academy offers a Barometer du-

plicate game at the Levin JCC on Wednesdays at 1 

pm.  What is a Barometer game?  It is an educa-

tional duplicate game designed to help you im-

prove your bridge in a relaxed and friendly environ-

ment. How? You play 12-15 boards with 2-3 boards 

per round. The same boards are played at the same 

time at all tables. After each round we discuss each 

board from three perspectives, bidding, play and 

defense.  

 For more information contact: Henry at 

info@bridgeacademync.com.  The Levin JCC is lo-

cated at 1937 West Cornwallis road near Duke Uni-

versity west campus.  

 

   1
st

 Year Anniversary 
  

 On Monday, October 28
th

, the Bridge Acad-

emy celebrates its one year anniversary with a spe-

cial unit-sanctioned game.  Join us for extra points, 

awards, games, prizes and more. The festivities 

start at 12:30 pm.  



                  Written by Randy Joyce 

 

 The art of balancing is an oft misunder-

stood and misused part of bridge dogma.  

Bridge theorists recommend that whenever the 

opponents have settled in a low level part score 

contract, you should balance to push them one 

trick higher so that you will have an easier time 

trying to defeat their bid. 

 

 This is the recommended action on 

hands where the opponents have found a fit 

and settle at a low level.  However, I see more 

and more opponents floundering in an inferior 

contract only to be rescued by the intrepid bal-

ancer to a better strain or even to a makeable 

game.  Bridge players have come to rely on 

their opponent’s balance to help them improve 

their bidding! 

 

 The following  is an example of what I 

consider the “always balance at any cost” men-

tality.  I held the following hand in a National 

IMP Pairs:  S Axxxx, H Kxx, D QJRx, C K.  At fa-

vorable vulnerability the bidding went 1 Dia-

mond, Pass, Pass to me.  It looked like a clear 

cut 1 Spade bid.  WRONG!!!! The bidding now 

luckily went 2 Clubs, Pass, Pass back to me.  I 

passed. 

 

 I would have rather defended 1 Dia-

mond where I had 4 nice trumps than 2 Clubs 

where I only had one trump, but I could begin 

to see the handwriting on the wall.  In 1 Dia-

mond, the opponents could take 7 tricks for 

+70.  In Clubs, the opponents could take 12!!! 

tricks, for potentially +1370.  A rather big differ-

ence in IMP scoring. 

 

 Declarer slightly mistimed the play and 

only made five, so his score of +150 was only 

somewhat better than the one he could have 

achieved at 1 Diamond.  Oh, did I mention that 

 the opponents are also cold for four hearts? 

I’m glad that they didn’t find that either. 

 

 Surely some hands are worthy of a 

balance.  I feel that the best action on most 

hands is to take a slightly light initial action 

over the staid pass and balance.  The hands 

that seem worthy of a balance are the ones 

that you hold some strength in the oppo-

nents’ suit and enough overall defense that 

you can reasonably expect to defeat the op-

ponents’ higher contract.  If you push the op-

ponents to a game and have nothing to beat 

them, you have not done a very effective job. 

 

 I also held the following hand at the 

same tournament:  S AKTx, H T9xxx, D x, and 

C Axx.  With both sides vulnerable, the bid-

ding proceeded: 1 Spade on my right, Pass by 

me, 2 Spades on my left, P, P back to me.  I 

balanced with 3 Hearts.  The bidding now 

went Pass, Pass, 3 Spades on my right.  It 

looked as if the opponents would go down 

due to the bad splits; furthermore, they might 

be going down several tricks. 

 

 “Double” said I. 

 

 Plus 800 later, I was rewarded for my 

intrepid balance.  I would probably have 

made 3 Hearts if left to play there. 

 

 In closing, do not balance just because 

the opponents have stopped at a low level.  If 

you have no defense for a higher level con-

tract, let the opponents play where they like.  

Balance when you have some surprises for 

the opponents.  Balancing with length in the 

opponents’ suit can lead to some juicy penal-

ties.  But be forewarned, when the opponents 

don’t take the push, you might end up in 

some ugly spots. 

 

BALANCING: EXAMINE YOUR OBJECTIVE 



MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP     

REPORTREPORTREPORTREPORT    

    
  Harrison Brooke, Membership Chair 

 

 The 559 total membership achieved during 

August held for September although there were 

changes in the composition of that number.  We 

gained new ACBL members Linda Brezin of Chapel 

Hill, Christine Chai and Gail King of Durham, Susan 

Korn of Roxboro, and Larry Porter of Timberlake.  

Welcome one and all! 

 

 One of our Future Life Masters was rein-

stated while 3 went inactive and 3 of our members 

transferred out of the unit.  During the first 7 

months of the year we added only 15 new ACBL 

members so the 6 we added in August and the 5 in 

September bring us in line with patterns of the past 

years. 

 

 18 of our members advanced in rank during 

September and congratulations go to: 

 

Junior Master  Adrienne Fox 

   Bob Keeter 

   Kevin Johnston 

 

Club Master  Bette Harrington 

   Madelon Sheff 

   Liz Schuler 

   Zimeng Xie 

 

Sectional Master Xiyuan Ge 

   Pat McFeely 

 

Regional Master Kathy Baer 

   Margaret Cranford 

   Barbara Veasey 

   Beth Watson 

 

NABC Master  Bon Smith 

Life Master  Anne Boyd 

   Sharon Crane 

 

Bronze Life Master Mary Cole 

 

Gold Life Master Jim Drake 

 

 At the Wilmington Sectional Melanie 

Riva won the final few silver points she 

needed to become a Life Master but that in-

formation didn’t reach ACBL in time to in-

clude in their 1 October report.  We’re proud 

of and pleased for you, Melanie, and will 

cheer again next month. 

 

 I’m sorry to report that Helen Ander-

son of Raleigh died on 22 September.  Helen 

was born in Franklin county, attended Wake 

Forest College and retired as a mathematician 

with the US Environmental Protection 

Agency.  She is survived by two sons, two 

grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, a sis-

ter and a brother. 

 

************************************* 

 

TOP TEN 

 

 At the Raleigh Sectional held the 

weekend of October 10-13, our unit was well 

represented and the top ten winners from 

our unit were: 

 

 Kay Joyce  36.81 

 Randy Joyce  36.81 

 Irene Adams  8.87 

 Charles Marshall 8.26 

 Gary Zadjeika  8.26 

 Mary Vickers  8.25 

 Jody Bartlett  7.40 

 Janet Hitti  7.40 

 Mort Stromberg 6.92 

 John Torrey  6.56 

 

 Congratulations to all who partici-

pated and represented our unit! 



 Joyce Jenzano has lived in or near Chapel 

Hill since her family moved there from East Ten-

nessee when she was five years old.  Joyce has al-

ways enjoyed living in this area because of “the 

opportunities here and the fact that things are 

constantly changing.”  In spite of its cosmopolitan 

and international feel, it is, in fact, just part of a 

very small world.  It was there that Joyce met fel-

low bridge player Dave Schreiber,  whose aunt 

was her sixth grade teacher and whose cousin was 

in her high school graduating class. 

 

 Joyce attended UNC and earned a bache-

lor’s degree in dental hygiene and later a master’s 

degree in oral biology.  She was a tenured Full Pro-

fessor in the UNC Dental School for almost 30 

years and taught in the allied dental education 

programs, which offered an undergraduate degree 

in dental hygiene and a masters’ degree in teacher 

preparation. 

 

 While still working at UNC, Joyce earned a 

law degree from North Carolina Central University 

in Durham.  Then for ten years she worked for the 

Moore and Van Allen law firm, one of the largest 

law firms in the Carolinas, with offices in Char-

lotte, Charleston, and RTP.  Their clients were lo-

cal, national, and international companies, ranging 

in size from small to very large.  She practiced 

trademark law until her retirement in 2008.  An 

average day for her was spent researching the 

availability of trademarks and service marks and 

completing applications to be submitted to the 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  In 2009, she 

was approached by the NCCU Law School to teach 

trademark law.  This work involved classroom 

studies and a clinic in which she supervised upper 

class students working directly with clients.  She 

retired from this work December 2012. 

 

 When asked about her most enjoyable 

work over her career, Joyce said, “I loved every-

thing I did.  It was fun and challenging and I espe-

cially like working with students.” 

MEET JOYCE JENZANO 

 When asked about her proudest mo-

ment, she said, “No, I don’t have one proudest 

moment.  I have a lot of proud moments—for 

my children, for me.” 

 

 Even though Joyce retired from her third 

career last December, she remains a very active 

person.  She is a member of a local hiking group 

that hikes once or twice a week.  They trek 

around city and state parks mainly in the Trian-

gle area.  And Joyce is also a voracious reader, 

who reads about two books a week from a wide 

array of genres.  Best sellers and mysteries are 

among her favorites, but “I refuse to read any-

thing else by James Patterson,” she said.  She 

has three Kindles and an IPad, but she hasn’t 

totally abandoned hard copy books. 

 

 Joyce’s favorite authors include, but are 

not restricted to, James Michener, Leon Uris, 

James Lee Burke, Ron Rash, David Baldacci, John 

Grisham, Barbara Kingsolver, and Henning 

Mankell.  Joyce’s tastes and interests are so di-

verse that she unsurprisingly cannot pinpoint a 

specific book or author as her favorite.  “I think 

the most compelling book that I have read this 

year is And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled 

Hosseini. 

    …….continued 

 



MENTORING GAME 
 

 The first special mentoring 

game was held on October 15 at the 

TBC.  Chris Moll and Linda Harris tied 

with Nancy Coey and Barbara Martin 

for first place.  There were 10 tables for 

the event.  Special thanks to Sharon 

Crane and Linda Harris for organizing 

the program for 2013-2014 and to the 

Unit 191 Board for their continued sup-

port for this very worthwhile project.  

The next mentoring game is Tuesday, 

November 16. 

 Joyce Jenzano…...continued 

 

 Joyce has always enjoyed traveling 

whether locally, nationally, or internationally.  She 

and her husband traveled to Italy, Benelux, Eng-

land (she was here on September 11, 2001), Swe-

den, and Japan to visit his colleagues and their 

families, but her favorite place to travel is Italy.  

Since 2002, she has made eight trips there.  At 

first, she frequented popular tourist spots, like 

Rome, Venice, Tuscany and the Amalfi Coast, but 

eventually she stopped sight seeing and went to 

her preferred places, like the hill town of Cortona 

and the coastal town of Positano.  “I enjoyed eat-

ing in their wonderful restaurants, visiting their 

many shops, visiting their city parks, sitting in the 

central piazza, meeting and talking to the people 

who lived there or who were visiting there.” 

 

 Travel destinations are not limited to over-

seas sites.  Joyce has enjoyed many trips in the 

U.S., especially to the NC mountains and to 

Caswell Beach, where she and her husband often 

entertained their children—two of hers and five of 

his.  Sadly, her husband passed away in 2011. 

 

 Joyce started playing social bridge with her 

mother-in-law shortly after her undergraduate 

years, but she didn’t play duplicate bridge until 

2009.  In terms of memorable hands, Joyce, like 

many of us, recalls ones that she should have bid 

or played differently.  She does remember, how-

ever, when she became a Life Master, playing at a 

Fayetteville Sectional Tournament on a Swiss 

team that beat the Joyce team.  That was a sweet 

victory.  And she remembers winning her first 

master points, playing with her son at Unit 191’s 

Holiday Gala. 

 

 Just finishing up her first year on the 

Board, Joyce is still getting a feel for being on the 

Board.  But the area she wants to focus on is 

clear—ensuring that “new player groups have an 

opportunity to play bridge in a less threatening 

environment” while they learn the mechanics of 

duplicate bridge.  When Joyce started playing du-

plicate in 2009, she played in Harrison’s game at 

the Senior Center in Chapel Hill, where she met 

Dave Schreiber, another retired person new to 

duplicate bridge.  Dave created the Bridge Lab, 

where bridge hands are set up to facilitate the 

study of new conventions while hands are being 

played.  Joyce wants to ensure that a similar, 

non-threatening environment is always available 

for new players. 

                   Written by Liz McGuffey 



A��OU�CEME�TS, REMI�DERS, A�D MISCELLA�EOUS 

• The Future Life Master Tournament will 

be held the weekend of November 1-3.  

If you have not done so, please sign up 

to help in the kitchen, or to make a food 

or cash donation.  This is a good time for 

life masters to show support for this 

event.  If you are a non-life master, find a 

partner and make plans to play in the 

tournament. 

 

• Invitations for the Holiday Gala are at the 

TBC.  If you have not been given your in-

vitation, they will be mailed soon.  Make 

your reservations early as space may be 

limited.  The date is Sunday, December 8.  

You may leave your check with at the 

TBC. 

 

• Thanks to those who provided additional 

information for the NLM Tournament 

history.   Several missing facts were re-

ported, one was that Gale Meyer was 

hospitality chairwoman for the missing 

year in the chart.  

 

• The next special mentoring game is Tues-

day, November 16.  Mark your calendar 

now. 

 

• Please visit our unit’s website.  Besides 

game results from each club, the direc-

tory and other announcements may be 

found.  The Alert for the current month 

is also posted. 

 

• There will be a box at the TBC for canned 

goods and other necessary items to be 

given to the Durham Food Pantry.  This 

project will continue until Thanksgiving.  

 

• If you have ideas that will improve the 

unit, please don’t hesitate to tell any 

one of the board members.  They are 

here to help and will happily consider 

all suggestions. 

 

• Need a partner?  These members can 

help you. 

       Kathy Newman—919-493-6805  

        rcnkbn@aol.com—Open daytime 

       Maggie Lindquist—919-933-0008 

       mlindquist1@nc.rr.com—Evening  

       Games 

       Doris Elkin—919-967-0905  

        melkin@nc.rr.com—Limited games 

 

• The November issue of the Alert will 

contain the biographies of the slate of 

candidates running for the Unit Board. 

 

• Have a “Spook”tacular Halloween! 

 
 

  

The deadline for the November 

Alert is November 22.  Please sub-

mit articles no later than that date—

earlier is always better. 

           Barbara Martin, Editor 
 


