
 Bright Leaf ALERT! 

Official publication of Unit 191 of the American Contract Bridge League, Nov—Dec 2009 

 
Board Member Election 

 

 Election of Board Members will be held at the Holiday Gala on December 6.  For those not attending the gala, 

absentee ballots can be obtained from Bob Boggs at the Bridge Center.  Biographical information about each 

candidate is listed below.  Be sure to vote. 

 

 Marty Demko:  I am a former Naval Aviator and a retired financial services V.P. who now enjoys the chal-

lenges of duplicate bridge.  As a club director and teacher,  I manage weekly games in Cary and Fearrington, 

plus frequent subbing for other directors in the Triangle area.   My website, www.carybridge.org, links infor-

mation about bridge opportunities in the Triangle area.   I believe the future of bridge lies in attracting new 

players to the game, and try to ensure that everyone playing in the games he directs has a enjoyable experi-

ence.  I became a Silver Life Master in 2005. 

 

 Paul Kobrin:  After a career in business,  lastly  in Toronto,  Paul, a native New Yorker who is a CPA,  retired 

to Chapel Hill in 2003.  He became active in the bridge club soon thereafter and has served on it's Board for 4 

years and been Treasurer for the last 2. 

 

 Maggie Lindquist:  I’ve played bridge since I was eleven years old, taught by my grandmother, and I’ve played 

duplicate since the end of February, 2004.  I was born in Kansas and grew up in southwest Missouri.  In 1970 I 

moved to Durham with my now ex-husband.  My degree is in Chemistry and for five years I worked as a re-

search chemist at what was then Burroughs-Wellcome in RTP.  For 25 years I co-owned and operated an An-

tiques business.  Our first shop was Tranquil Corners Antiques.  We purchased Whitehall Shop in 1980.  In 

1989 we purchased what had been the Villa Teo Restaurant.  We combined both shops in the one location.  I 

have two grown children, Erik, 30 and Elizabeth 28.  I have served as food chairman/co-chairman for Unit 191 

Sectional Tournament several times.  I am currently teaching Easy Bridge at The Bridge Center on Tuesday 

nights, having obtained director status and having been accredited by ACBL to teach.  I have served on the 

boards of the Triangle Swing Dance Society, Chapel Hill Service League, the Episcopal Churchwoman and of 

various PTA’s.  I have also been a member of the East Chapel Hill Rotary Club. 

 

 Robin Marin:  Upon my retirement from the catering business 8 years ago, I was fortunate to begin my bridge 

adventure in a classroom setting with a GREAT teacher!  Although I have only been playing duplicate actively 

for 3 years, if elected to the board I would hope to foster in others my great passion for the game.  If we are to 

grow and flourish as an ACBL unit, we must endeavor to provide an atmosphere that, while being competitive 

and professional, encourages players on all levels to pursue this game we all cherish.  I chaired the hospitality 

committee at 2009 Sectional Tournament. 

 

 Henry Meguid: I started playing duplicate bridge in the early eighties and became a life master in Durham in 

the early nineties. My commitment to the Bright Leaf Bridge community started with chairing a sectional 

tournament and serving on the board as a member and President in 1994. After a ten-year hiatus from bridge, 

I returned to the game I love with a renewed commitment. I am honored to be nominated to serve you on the 

board. As a member, I will bring the knowledge and organizational skills to expand the unit’s community out-

reach, educational programs, tournaments and activities such as a Unit team championship.   

Holiday Party Reservation Deadline November 30! 

http://www.carybridge.org/
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Board News 

 Facility Search - Ron Adams has 

contacted CHHS about next sum-

mer's sectional.  He has also 

looked at the new Carrboro HS as 

a potential site and found it a 

good possibility. 

Holiday Party - Date. Dec. 6th at 

the Sheraton.  The price has been 

raised to $30/members and 

$40/non-members.  The election 

on new board members will take 

place at the party.   

Brightleaf Award - The board 

voted to award the Brightleaf 

Award to the player who has the 

highest number of MPs at the 

Sectional.  Players must play 

with more than one partner to be 

eligible. 

Membership - down 6 from last 

month, 10 from this time last 

year. 

Education - The unit needs more 

teachers.  Harrison plans to teach 

a course on "Play of the Hand" 

after the first of the year. 

Patsy Whitehurst, Secretary 

Member Profile 

Peggy Barbee: Icon of Durham Bridge 
 

 Peggy Barbee’s eyes light up when she talks about playing bridge.  She started 

playing bridge in 1951 while she was in high school.  She played at home with 
her mother and father.  “About 1951 or 1952, no one wanted to play with Daddy 

– he had become unreliable at the bridge table,” Peggy recounted.  Her aptitude 

for bridge came naturally after playing canasta, rook, and setback throughout her 
childhood.  And when she married Louis, they played social bridge though he 

never entered the duplicate sphere.  And she is proud of playing in the 1975 Na-

tionals in Hawaii with her mother, when her mother won her first gold points. 

 
 Peggy first played at the Barfield Center in Northgate Park, a facility operated 

by the city Parks and Recreation Department.  They played progressive bridge, 

but it was a social bridge club, not duplicate.  The Barfield Bridge Club met on 
Tuesday nights and the top scorer won a 5-pound bag of sugar.  Director Sam 

Brockwell gave S&H green stamps to winners.  The Barfield Bridge Club and 

the Durham Bridge Club merged and a Thursday night game, played at the For-

est Hills Club House on University Drive, was added.  They played only dupli-
cate bridge at Forest Hills.  The Forest Hills site was not available during the 

summer when games were held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church where the rent 

was only $20 a week. 
 

 In the 1940s a duplicate game cost only 50¢ but by the 1950s the fee had risen 

to $1.00.  Norman O’Brien directed games in those days when winners were 
awarded 0.08 to 0.10 master points.  There were no stratifications and earning 

300 master points was no small feat.  There was also no Zero Tolerance policy.  

Once a month O’Brien held a “master point night” when one whole master point 

was awarded the winner! 
 

 Peggy remembers when Marvin Roycroft (of tobacco warehouse fame) used to 

buy drinks for everyone at Barfield – soft drinks, that is.  She also remembers 
other regular players, like Lyda Roycroft, Irma Crenshaw, Ruth Wainwright, 

Roy and Violet Smith, Joann Vann, Mary Lou Johnson, Lona Ruth Kennedy, Al 

and Alice Eakes, Hugo and “Tinks” Germino, Vic Huggins (first regional tour-

nament chair), and Jim Masson (second tourney chair).  “I played in tourna-
ments against Dr. Dye and now Ken is in our club,” Peggy recalled. 

 

 ACBL changed the rules for master point awards and created stratifications to 
encourage participation.  “Now you buy points,” according to Peggy and the 

most everyone in the bridge world.  But that same sentiment was shared much 

earlier by Bill Elliot, Duke professor and North Carolina’s first Life Master.  In 
the early 1950s he estimated that it cost him $10,000 to become a Life Master! 

 

 Over the years Peggy has played with many players, some seasoned and some 

new to the game, and she offers stern admonitions to all.  She counts Lona, 
Mary Lou, and Sue Lawrence among her favorite players over time.  She knows 

all of the characters that are part of the Unit’s past and she has some good stories 

to tell. 
 

 Peggy has contributed in many ways to the success of Unit 191 – she has di-

rected, coordinated, planned, taught, chaired, presided, organized, cajoled, and 
done whatever is necessary to take care of business.  She maintains a serious 

demeanor at the bridge table but hospitality rules when she warmly welcomes 

players to her table.  A hardy “thank you” goes out to her as she continues to 

play and support the game of bridge. 

 

Peggy at home at the bridge 

table 



Harrison’s New Class 
 

 Play of the Hand Class 

(9 classes) 

When: Thursday mornings, 9:30-

noon, Jan. 21 through March 18 

Where: Seymour Senior Center, 

2551 Homestead Road, Chapel  

Hill NC 27516 

Instructor: Harrison Brooke 

ACBL accredited Teacher 

Audience:  Beginners 

Course Description:  The course 

will cover developing a plan, rec-

ognizing winners and losers, con-

sidering one's alternatives, and 

executing the most effective play.  

Suitable for those who have taken 

a basic bidding class as well as 

the player who has been away 

from the game for some time and 

wishes a refresher. 

To Register: Please telephone 

the 

Seymour Center, (919) 968-2070. 

Course Fee: $90.  Please make 

check payable to OCODA (Orange 

County Department on Aging) 

and mail to the above address or 

bring to the first class. 

Book Fee: $15 payable to the in-

structor at the first class.  May be 

ordered from Amazon - Play of the 

Hand in the 21st Century. 

For Additional Information:  

Please contact Harrison Brooke 

at (919) 489-0210 or 

hbrroke@aol.com. 
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Prevent Spread of H1N1 Virus 
 

 Hand washing is the first line of defense in prevention of the H1N1 flu virus 
(formerly swine flu).  The virus is spread from person to person through coughing 

and sneezing.  Infection may also occur by touching a surface with the virus on it 

and then touching the mouth, nose, or eyes.  Frequent hand washing is recom-

mended in a community setting. 
 

 Signs of seasonal or H1N1 flu include fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, body 

aches, headache, chills, fatigue, and sometimes diarrhea and vomiting.  If sick with 
flu-like symptoms, you should stay home to avoid contact with other people for at 

least 24 hours after the fever is gone.  Most people have mild cases that do not re-

quire medical intervention. 
 

 Diagnostic testing to identify the specific type of flu virus is generally not neces-

sary because test results do not change the treatment plan.  The Center for Disease 

Control reports that 99% of circulating influenza viruses in the USA are H1N1, as 
of September 2009.  Testing accuracy ranges from 10 to 70%, depending on the 

test used, and is restricted to hospital patients, pregnant women, and immunosup-

pressed patients. 
 

 The use of face masks to avoid flu infection is not recommended in a community 

setting. The CDC does recommend that people with flu-like symptoms wear masks 
in public to prevent the transmission of flu to other people. 

 

 The CDC recommends a combination of actions to reduce the likelihood of infec-

tion: 
 Wash hands frequently with soap and water or use hand sanitizer if soap and 

water are not available 

 Cover mouth and nose with tissue when coughing or sneezing 
 Avoid touching eyes, nose, or mouth 

 Stay home 

 Avoid close contact (being within 6 feet) of people with influenza-like symp-

toms. 
 

For more information, contact http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/ 

Liz McGuffey 

Membership Report 
It’s my special pleasure to welcome a trio of new members each of whom happens to be a student in one of my 

current classes -- Ellen Johnson of Chapel Hill, Lyna Rogers of Carrboro, and Maria-Olga Wittkowsky of 

Durham. In addition, we have a trio of transfer members -- Patricia Ahalt of Chapel Hill who joins us from 

Worthington OH, 

Jui-Yuan Chang of Durham who’s moved from northern Virginia, and Jackie Marks (also in my class) of 

Chapel Hill who’s transferred her membership from Georgia. We’re delighted to have all of you as members of 

our bridge community. 

Moving up in rank during October were June Johnson, Meyer Liberman and Fran Young to Junior Mas-

ter, Beverly Barg, Betsy Donovan and Paula Head to Club Master, 

Linda Baugh, Pat Spivey (her second move this calendar year) and Frances Timberlake to Sectional Mas-

ter, Jack Olin to Regional Master, Bunny Wheeler to NABC Master, and LaVerne Burch, Glenna Hurl-

bert and Gale Meyer to Bronze Life Master. Our congratulations to all !! 

Our current active Unit membership is 487, up 8 from last month but down 6 from this time last year. 

Harrison Brooke, Membership Chair  

mailto:hbrroke@aol.com
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Unit Officers 
President:  Sigrid Olin 

V. President:  Kay Gruninger 

Secretary:  Patsy Whitehurst 

Treasurer:  Paul Kobrin 

 

 ALERT! Staff 

Editor:  Liz McGuffey 

Masterpoint Reporter:  Joanne 

Koepke 

John Torrey Special Games 
 

Tarheel Bridge Club (Fri): 

 

11/6 Charity Club Championship 

11/13  Susan Torrey Memorial 

Championship 

11/20  Charity Club Championship 

11/27  No game (Thanksgiving 

Friday) 

 

Durham Bridge Club (Wed): 

 

11/4 Charity Club Championship 

11/11 Charity Club Champion-

ship 

11/18 Charity Club Champion-

ship 

Felicite Latane Memorial 
  

Friday, November 6, 2009 would 

have been Felicite’s 101st birth-

day.  On Saturday, November 

7,2009, the 11th Annual Latane 

Memorial  Unit Championship 

was held. 

For those who never had the op-

portunity to know her, Felicite 

was always ready to play bridge. 

It was said that if you called her 

at 3:00 am and said, “want to 

play?” the response would have 

been, “come on over, the tables 

are set up!” 

She was the “Angel” who made 

possible the original Bridge Cen-

ter in Carrboro and she was a fix-

ture at table 7 there, more often 

than not, playing a 3NT contract. 

Let us never forget this sweet 

lady. 

Bob Boggs 

Stokes Award 
 

 And the winner WAS …. 

Sally Shook took top honors in 

our mid-October Non-Life Master 

tournament by winning a total of 

9.23 master points and became 

the first winner of the Peggie 

Stokes Memorial Trophy. The 

trophy will be presented each 

year to our Unit member who has 

fewer than 200 points registered 

with ACBL as of 10/01 (or the 

first of the month in which the 

tournament is held) and who 

plays with more than one part-

ner. 

Sally had 177.65 master points 

recorded with ACBL as of 1 Octo-

ber and certainly met the require-

ment of playing with more than 

one partner -- she played with 

three !! She and Doris Elkin (the 

master point runner-up with 

8.83) were first overall in the Fri-

day Afternoon Pairs with a 

65.15% game, she played Satur-

day morning with husband Lou 

Shook and Saturday afternoon 

with Mary Cole who suggested 

and is sponsoring the memorial 

award. Sally and Doris paired up 

again on Sunday and with team-

mates Mary Newman and 

Carol Wilcox won 5 of their 6 

Swiss team matches for a total of 

98 victory points. With the 20-

point scale being used, I trust 

you’ll agree that an average of 

16.33 victory points per match is 

Editorial Notes 
If you have an interesting bridge hand in terms of bid-

ding and/or play, please submit to me by the 25th of 

the month for the next month’s issue.  Please include 

commentary, but be brief. 

The Member Profile will be a regular column.  If you 

would like to be interviewed or know someone who 

would, please advise. 

I apologize in being so late getting the newsletter out.  

The next edition will be January 2010 and the newslet-

ter will be published on a monthly basis. 

Check the Unit website (www.unit191bridge.org) for 

the December calendar of events. 

I welcome feedback. 

Liz McGuffey, Editor 
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Special Note 
 

The listing of monthly master 

point totals has been put on hia-

tus.  Check the website in the fu-

ture for these figures. 

Happy 

Thanks-

giving! 


