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UPCOMING EVENTS  BB@B - These are Best Behaviour at Bridge events 

Michael Coda Simultaneous Pairs  5th-9th February. 
This is played at your local club. If you play at more than one club make sure you only 
play these hands once. 
 
County league 6 Friday February 9th at Woolavington at 7.15 pm. 
 
Championship Pairs  Sunday 17th February 2018 at Woolavington at 1 pm.  
Those who do not qualify for the final will play in the plate. Please note this is a 1pm 
start. 
 
SCBA PAIRS' LEAGUE 2018 
 
BB@B - This is a Best Behaviour at Bridge event (see below) 
 
Have you considered entering the Pairs' League this season? It's an event 
which caters for all standards of player because it is played in divisions of 6 or 8 pairs 
of similar standing. Last year there were four divisions so that in each division there is 
no question of mismatches. Each pair plays two twelve board matches on each of five 
evenings against the other pairs in the division during the spring. There is promotion 
and relegation between divisions after each season and with quite small divisions there 
is always something to play for. This is an ideal event for those players who would 
like to try an event outside their club confident in the knowledge that they will 
not have to face any 'big beasts'. That is not the case in the first division of 
course! 
The dates for 2018 are March 22nd and 30th, April 4th,13th and May 1st and all 
matches take place at either Woolavington or Cossington Village hall. You do need to 
be able to play with the same partner on all five dates although a substitute player or 
pair of the same standard is allowed if really necessary.  
As for scoring, it's a 'play against the experts' competition in that the hands are taken 
from international competition and your results are compared against those from the 
world championships for example and not against the other players in the room, the 
intention being to raise the standard of bridge being played in clubs. We can’t actually 



play against the experts but we can compare our bidding and play with theirs to see 
how we compare. 
Entry costs £25 per pair for the whole event and you can enter via the SCBA web site 
where you can also see last season’s results. 
Closing date for entries is March 16th but please don’t leave it that late once you have 
decided to enter, and of course please ignore all this if you have already entered. 
 
 
B B @ B 
One of the issues raised by respondents to our recent survey was the importance that 
they placed on Best Behaviour at Bridge. 

I was told recently of a lady who came to three of our events and on each occasion 
had been upset by the behaviour of one of her opponents. She never came again. 

We all know what’s expected so let’s make a big thing of BB@B in Somerset. Bridge is 
an extremely enjoyable game. Courteous behaviour is an exceptionally important part 
of that enjoyment and the SCBA is committed to this principle.  

Remember  please – it’s everybody’s job to make sure everybody has a good time. 

 
****************************************** 

A CHANGED AWARD 

The County committee has decided that, in future, the Terry Girdlestone Trophy will be 
awarded to any Somerset bridge club member nominated by their club committee in 
recognition of their work at the club.  This award is to recognise those who have made 
an outstanding contribution by working hard for their club for a significant period of 
time and as a role model of exemplary behaviour at bridge.   
Please send nominations with some description of the work achieved to Sheila Coda. 
Email:  s.coda850@btinternet.com 
Post to:  Stags Head Bungalow, 4 Highbridge, Williton, TA4 4RN, by April 30th 2018. 
The award will be presented at the AGM on May 27th. 
 
(Terry Girdlestone was an outstanding player who served the county well on many, 
many occasions) 
 

 
 

 
 



The Swiss Pairs January 7th at Woolavington   
 
The Swiss Pairs at Woolavington was well supported – 17 tables. It was a hard fought 
affair with the lead changing hands a number of times during the last two rounds. It 
was a tie until the very last score was entered, then Jackie Walters & Bob Warrender 
won, finishing 1 VP ahead of Roger Sweet & Colin Juneman.  
The winners of B stratification were  Pat Nelson & Bridget Thorn.  
The winners of C stratification were  Elizabeth & Alison Catchpole. 
 Very well done to you all. 
 
(The explanation of these stratifications is on the county website) 
 

         
                                                                        
Jackie and Bob receiving the trophy           Beginning to play – the hall warmed up 
from Roger            quickly and coats came off!                                                                  
             
 

    
          The usual wonderful tea   
 
 



 
An interesting board from the Swiss Pairs: 
 
Board 30 was one of the flattest and it all hinged on East to make the killing lead. 
Dealer East, none vulnerable. The full hand is on the county web site. 
The bidding went - three passes to N who opened the bidding  1D- P- 1H- P- 3NT 
East held: 
 
♠  QJ93 
♥ JT4 
♦   932 
♣   A97 
 
Choose your lead. See below for the answer. 
 

 

 

THE JANUARY QUIZ 

Contract 3NT by South; QH lead 
 
How do you play to guarantee the contract? 
£10 voucher to the best answer as judged by Paul Bowyer. In case of a tie then the 
first entry received will win. 
Answers to scbachair@icloud.com 
North 
K43 
4 
1098765 
K106 
 
South 
QJ52 
AK10 
KQ 
AQJ4 
The winner of last month’s quiz was Frank Coltman. 
 
What did you lead? 
If you lead anything other than the ♠ Q you will get 6 match points out of 32. If you 
chose the ♠ Q you will receive 23 match points out of 32. The results being 3NT & 
3NT+1 
 

mailto:scbachair@icloud.com


SPRING EVENTS 
SCBA Seminar Sun 18February with Paul Bowyer 

 Topic: Card Play Techniques 10.00 – 4.00 at Victoria Field Social Club, Street BA16 
0HB  

Reservations are required to enable Paul to provide sufficient resources for the day.  
Please email Jean: howardjeanm@gmail.com with your names or phone & leave a 
message 01458 447097 Please bring your lunch; tea & coffee available all day. 

Another Step!  

A weekend at King’s School, BRUTON  Friday 13th to Sunday 15th April 2018 Team 
Play – suitable for all regular club players    

£125 to include Bridge, accommodation & full board £80 non-residential to include 
Bridge, lunch & dinner £30 for Fri/Sun; £50 for Sat to include lunch &/or dinner Fri: 2pm 
– 10.00pm; Sat: 10.00am – 10.00p.m; Sun: 10.00am – 4.00pm. Booking: email 
howardjeanm@gmail.com for a booking form which are also available at 
www.bridgewebs.com/somerset   

Info: Phone Caroline on 01749 813324  or email carolinemacp@gmail.com  

 Please book early as places are limited.  

************** 

A NEW MAGAZINE 

A new magazine is being launched 'A NEW BRIDGE MAGAZINE' which is completely 
free to all those who wish to read it. If you go to www.newbridgemag.com and register 
you will then get a notification every time this new (free!) magazine is posted towards 
the beginning of every month. You can also read the first edition of this new magazine. 
Please pass on this message to everyone you know and ask them to register. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.newbridgemag.com/


THIS MONTH’S FEATURED CLUB 

Tuesday Bridge Evenings in Cossington over the Years  

 Bridge Diary of a 14 Year old  

 I attended my first bridge session at Cossington Bridge Club September 1985 at the 
tender age of 14. My mum thought it would be a good idea for me to learn something 
new, but I don’t think she had any idea just what playing bridge involved, and I certainly 
didn’t.  

 The Director at that time was a gentleman by the name of Viv Harvey, a well-known 
figure in the village. I am unsure where Viv gained his knowledge of bridge, but he 
commenced lessons for a group of local residents who were interested in the game 
and from this Cossington Bridge Club was created. Back then we were a club of 6-8 
tables playing Duplicate Bridge and a table of four playing Rubber Bridge, consisting of 
Viv, myself, and the two tea ladies. It was at this table under the tuition of Viv and the 
very patient tea ladies that my lessons began and it became clear, very quickly, that 
this was not a "Game of Snap."   

During these early years under the Directorship of Viv,  Cossington Bridge Club would 
play half the evening's boards before taking a break midway to congregate for tea and 
biscuits prepared for by our lovely tea ladies, from whom I must admit to learning 
probably more gossip about the club members, than I did bridge. Viv was a very good 
teacher and was extremely keen for me to learn, as it was clearly a novelty to have 
such a juvenile member, being the youngest by about 30+ years. I remember spending 
many Sunday afternoons at Viv’s cottage drinking tea and eating fruit cake while he 
tried to teach me to a level where I would be able to venture to the duplicate tables. It 
wasn’t long before a lady by the name of Annie moved to the area from London. She 
was looking for a partner, and so our 23 year partnership began and with the 62 year 
age gap, I think we were quite a recognisable duo. Grannie Annie was very patient with 
her novice partner and quite literally deserved a medal for putting up with my obscure 
bidding and slightly bizarre playing.  However over the years my bridge technique 
progressively improved !!  

Back then the club was very different to the club it is today, since we didn't have 
bidding boxes and we would call out our bids in turn. Things could get very loud in the 
room and very confusing at the table, with people forgetting what bids had been made, 
which suit was trumps, and what the final contract was, especially if a trick deficit had 



been obtained.  However, there was one secret that no one knew apart from me and 
the tea ladies: it didn’t matter how awful the dealt hands may have been, because E/W 
and N/S were guaranteed one slam each as Viv would every week (prior to our arrival) 
pick two random boards and arrange the cards to ensure a slam could be bid and 
made. Viv also liked to add a little competition to the evening, so at the beginning of 
every week, he would announce the winners of the previous week and reward them 
with 20p (the weekly fee at that time), and second place would receive 10p; in 
conclusion and with much amusement, he would then cry out “And holding us all up,” 
as he announced the bottom pair, who would receive the prize of 5p. This, more often 
than not was myself and Annie, but we did manage to come top, probably twice in our 
23 years.  

***************************************************** 

 


