Somerset Contract Bridge Association
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Sunday 26th May 2019 at Woolavington Village Hall

1. A period of silence took place to remember the SCBA  deceased members:
2. Apologies for Absence.
David Porter, Michael Whittaker, Rachael Brown, Ken & Ann Bawdon, Colin Simcox, Mary Carter, Daphne Wright, Sally Stuttard and Jackie Walters

3. 2018 AGM Minutes

The minutes of the 2018 AGM were approved nem.con

4. 
Matters Arising from the 2018 minutes
There were no matters arising.

5          Chairman’s Report
The Chairperson’s report was tabled on the day.   

A copy is attached.    

The Chairman stated that the County had a busy year as usual. 

The Fast Forward to Bridge program had been piloted in 4 clubs Weston Super Mare, Street, Taunton and Castle Cary and was deemed a success with students from the course already playing in clubs.

The result economically were such that funds were available to appoint a Club Development Officer whose purpose is to assist affiliated clubs in recruitment or other areas needing help.

The County will continue its successful program of seminars and other events

The West of England Congress 2018 had a much lower surplus due to reduced table numbers possibly due to running of the event in September rather than the normal October date.

Entries to the 2019 event were already being made.

The County newsletter produced by Joan Pooley has been a great success and will continue to be produced in future by Paul Burgess replacing Joan who has retired due to ill health.

Several members of the Committee have stepped down leaving additional work for the remaining Committee. 

Members were asked to offer assistance to the Committee in any way they could, to reduce the load.

The Chairman thanked the Committee for their hard work over the past year.

6.     Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurers report was tabled on the day.   

A copy is attached 

The surplus for the year was only £1500 and below the previous year, due mainly to the reduced revenue from the West of England Congress. 

Revenue from competitions was a success with a 6% revenue year on year.

The Coda Cup raised approximately £2000 for the nominated charity

County events continued to improve over the previous year with the Bruton Weekend and Andrew Robson events providing valuable income.

A contribution was received from the EBU towards the cost of the County Development Officer

The expenditure of the Fast Forward to Bridge was itemised separately in the annual Accounts.A surplus of £7800 will enable the program to continue.

£10,000 from the current account was to be invested in a second higher interest bond

Accounts were accepted, proposed and approved by Michael Wigmore and Alan Atkinson.

4.  Tournament Secretary's Report:  

The Tournament Secretaries report was tabled on the day.

A copy is attached.

Overall a successful year with numbers up in most events

The Individual pair’s competition was cancelled due to lack of support.

The calendar for the County events is available on the website

The Tournament Secretary thanked Bob Warrendar for his hard work on the County League, which remains one of the most popular events, and Tony Russ for organising the Pairs League.

Alan Atkinson was thanked for dealing of boards for all of the county events.

The attendance for the Championship pairs and teams was disappointingly low and the Committee will review the format of this event

Acceptance of the Tournament Report was proposed and seconded by Michael Martin and Ann Skinner

5. Election of Officers and other Executive Committee Members
The following were proposed by Caroline Macpherson and seconded by Mike Martin:

Tony Russ – Chairperson

Gina Howard – Vice-Chairperson

Richard Feetenby - Treasurer

Frank Coltman - Tournament Organiser

Daphne Greatorex – General Secretary/Membership Secretary

Ceri Pierce 

Colin Simcox 

Andy Ridgers 

Eric Cummings

Simon Brooke 

Paul Burgess - Representing Non- affiliated clubs

The above were all duly elected 'en bloc' for a further term.

The members expressed a show of appreciation to the Committee for their hard work

6. Special Resolution:

The Committee proposes a change to the constitution para. 3.2 replacing the words ‘four times’ with ‘twice’ to reflect that the work of the committee is now conducted principally electronically

Proposed and Seconded by Andy Ridgers and Anne Skinner
7. Any Other Business.   

The Chairman thanked Caroline Macpherson for her work in organising the seminars, Bob Warrendar for the County League and Alan Atkinson for the dealing of the boards.

Sheila Coda was awarded Life Membership of the SCBA in recognition of her 34 years service on the Committee.

Roy Rowe was awarded the Terry Girdlestone Cup in recognition of his services to bridge in the County

The meeting was closed at 13.30pm and was followed by the presentation of prizes, details of which are on the SCBA website

A  Swiss Teams event then took place; the winners were a team consisting of Gina & David Howard and Ray Nicholson & Hazel Wootton

Minutes prepared by Daphne Greatorex 27th May 2019

