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Lesson 4   Bidding Strong Hands

By a strong hand we mean one with 20+ points. You will see in various books and articles different ways of bidding strong hands. We suggest for simplicity that only 2 bids are required. These are:

1. 2NT. This shows a balanced hand with 20-22 HCPs. This range fits neatly into the 1 NT ranges from lesson 1 and with higher point ranges (very rare!) which are detailed below. As with a 1NT opener (or rebid) this hand will be one of the following shapes:

4432 
4333
5332  where the 5 card suit is a minor suit (clubs or diamonds)

Responses to 2NT are the same as to 1NT, obviously one level higher)

2. 2C.  This is your first artificial (or conventional) bid. It does not mean clubs – although you may have a club suit. With one exception (see below) it is a game – forcing bid i.e the partnership must not stop bidding below game level (3NT,4 ♥♠ or 5 ♣♦). Usually you will have at least 22 HCPs for this bid but we will see in future lessons how important the shape of the hand is when judging whether a hand is ‘game-forcing’ or not.
Partner must bid after a 2♣ opening bid – even with 0 points at all!  Responses to 2♣ are as follows:
	
(i) With less than 8 points bid 2♦. Again this is an artificial bid and just asks the opening bidder to describe their hand.
(ii) With 8 or more points bid a 5 card suit or, with a balanced hand bid 2NT)
(iii) You should also make a positive bid if you hold an A and a K – not necessarily in the same suit. Although this is only 7 points it is extremely powerful alongside partner’s strong hand.

     Opener’s rebid
The 2 ♣ bid may be divided into balanced and unbalanced hands. After partner has bid, opener’s second bid (rebid) will vary depending on partner’s bid.
Most of the time partner will bid 2♦.
Balanced hands 
     With a balanced hand opener shows their point count as follows
     2NT shows 23 or 24 HCPs
     3NT shows 25 or 26 HCPs
     4NT shows 27 or 28 HCPs
     etc. Bids above 2NT are extremely rare.
     Note : The 2NT bid is the only bid where the partnership can stop       short of game. If responder has absolutely 0 points they should pass.
     Unbalanced hands
     Opener should bid their longest suit. Bidding can then proceed as normal, with partner showing support or bidding another suit bearing in mind that bidding must not stop short of game level.
If the response to the 2♣ bid is positive ( i.e shows 8 or more points or an A and a K) then bidding should proceed naturally, again bearing in mind that bidding must not stop below game level. Indeed after a positive bid the partnership will be looking for a slam (more on this later). It is important for opener to bear in mind that if partner bids a suit, especially a major, then they will have at least  5 cards in that suit and should be supported with 3 (or more) as the partnership will have at least an 8 card fit.
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