
Renée Hughes-Hallett – An Appreciation (1923 – 2015) 

Renée Hughes-Hallett was born in the North of England in 1923.  In her late 

teens she joined the Wrens and was posted to the outer Hebrides. At the 

end of the war she met and married Bob and they sailed out to Argentina where they 

enjoyed 40 years raising their three children.  Later they moved to France where they spent 

a further 20 years.   

In 2006 they moved to Ireland, as their daughter Jo lived with her family in Malahide.  They 

immediately joined the Bridge Club, as they were keen bridge players. Renée learned the 

game from Bob some 70 years earlier when he said he would marry her if she learned to 

play.  Together they played “Bobs” style of bridge and went by the look of their hands  to 

reach a contract so when one asked a question like “did you have 11 points there ?” she 

would say “had I heck, you are taking too much notice of Paddy English with his rules and 

regulations but we must do better next week!!” 

Sadly Bob passed away in 2013. 

Renée prided herself on looking well and her motto was that one has to make the best of 

what one has left. Ironically she died with an array of nail varnishes beside her, having 

completed her weekly manicure for her bridge games for the following three nights. 

Renée didn’t miss a game of bridge if at all possible but some time before she died she had a 

hip replacement and was out of action for 7 weeks. Now on painkillers she texted me one 

day, with the usual smiley faces attached, to say she had thrown them out and was  ready 

for bridge, as she would be better off out and enjoying herself rather than wrecking her 

system taking those old things! 

She had a keen interest in technology and loved checking and comparing bridge results 

online. While she was recuperating she kept a keen eye on all results and wasn’t slow to 

comment when we didn’t do so well.  Last year at the tender age of 90 she was chuffed at 

her promotion as an ‘A’ player.  

She cherished all the friends she made at bridge and she will be missed by all of us with her 

modern approach to life and her zest for living it.  

A lady. A feisty lady!! 

Ár dheis Dé go raibh nhanam dilís 

Helen Brady. 


