
LYTHAM BRIDGE CLUB

SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER

Foreword by the Chairman - Jack Henderson
Welcome to our Spring Newsletter 2021. Having an optimistic disposition, the title reflects my hope of an early
Spring! with the additional hope that the vaccination programme will allow us some degree of normality this
year.

First of all, as we head into 2021, and as we were unable to have an AGM last May, let us remember those
members to whom we had to say farewell - John Taylor, Sylvia Simpkin, Betty Ashton, Lona Nuttall, Andrea
Whitaker and Peter White. They were all good members of our bridge community and will be greatly missed.

Winter is particularly irksome during lockdown but thankfully we have enthusiastic committee members who
have organised bridge online. Encouragingly, these online sessions have grown in popularity, rewarding the
organisers and strengthening Club membership. It seems so ironic that the Club has strengthened thanks to the
lockdowns and the way members have supported each other through these difficult times.

We wish to record our appreciation of the brave members of Lytham Bridge Club who have volunteered their
experience and skill to the vaccine campaign.

Training also continues. The clubhouse is frequently inspected and membership has increased by twelve, since
our last newsletter and there are a further 7 applicants. Activities like these are signs of a thriving club.

Most excitingly, Heather Dhondy has been invited to join one of our Wednesday evening online sessions in
February by Ollie Burgess. She has accepted the invitation and will be partnering Anne Burgess. Most of you
will have heard of Heather Dhondy from the EBU magazine which membership of Lytham Bridge Club bridge
automatically entitles you to receive.

Ollie will be partnering someone special, possibly from the Young Chelsea Bridge Club, London, as yet we do
not know who!! I hope you will join us online for this session. It promises to be an exciting evening for us all.

My good wishes to you all for 2021.

An Update from our President - Pauline Cope
Firstly, I would like to wish you all a belated happy New Year. With the vaccine in sight, let’s hope it proves to
be a better one.

I know some of you have been taking part in the Wednesday evening and the Friday afternoon bridge sessions
online with the Club. Many thanks to the organisers and the Tournament Directors for making this so enjoyable.
The Club has played one match against a club from St. Albans which, although we lost, reminded us that there
is a world out there - waiting. Let's hope it won't be too long before we can all meet back at the club.

Until then, stay safe everybody.

Comments from our Chief Tournament Director - John Dearing
Our Lytham sessions on Wednesday and Friday are proving to be a success. For those who take part I hope you
are enjoying them. For others it's not too late to give it a try. Given the current news it seems unlikely we will
have face to face bridge at the club anytime soon.

Online bridge does have its advantages. Playing Teams bridge is much more convenient online, no late night
journeys back from Southport for me this year! There's lots of ways to play and lots of competitions. Visit the
LCBA and EBU websites to find out more, there could well be something you would enjoy playing in.

Finally a special request to members to log in online with LBC in good time. Logging in at the very last minute
causes problems for the TD, who may need to book robots and this takes time.



Anne Burgess on Tuition
It was March last year and when our bridge club closed for what I thought was a few weeks or a couple of
months at most, none of us thought we would still be closed almost a year later.

As coordinator of our teaching team I was very keen to ensure that those who had been learning bridge should
not feel abandoned and while waiting for the club to reopen, take up bread making or learning esperanto and
confine bridge to the bulging bin of "might have beens" which we all have in our lives.

So Bill Bowden and I decided to each host a couple of sessions a week (at least) on BBO and this we continue
to do. I am also ever willing to answer your emailed queries but please don't ask me what you should have
done. Ask me what I would have done; those two answers are not always the same.

As time has gone by not only do we have our Lytham residents playing but have been joined by my sister
Rachel a GP in Kent and Fiona who is currently in Munich. How impressive is the sense of camaraderie and
mutual support which our group offer each other and their willingness to take the blame for any disaster. I do
try and impress on them that bridge is a game for mean people and never accept the blame if this can be
dumped on your partner, not an all together serious remark, but I think they do appreciate a little badness and
badness is one of my talents.

Every weekend I work out our tables for the coming week and I think our band of improvers do enjoy the
sessions as they keep coming back. For me, and I think Bill too, it is an enjoyable experience to help our bridge
club as well as our group. It is especially gratifying to see them playing in our online Wednesday and Friday
sessions and more often than not coming out with very respectable scores. My son Ollie tells me he knows of
no other bridge club making this type of effort to support their students.

But best of all is the friendship that has been built between the group and each other and the mentors. I have
been told many times how we are helping them get through this difficult time and I do feel a certain pride at
this.  But remember you are helping me too. So a big thank you to you all.  And finally if any of our less
experienced players feel they might benefit from playing at our tables do give me a call or send me an email.

Happy Memories of Peter White - by Barry and Ros Peach
Members were also saddened to learn of the untimely death of Peter White. 

Peter was a retired oral and facio maxillary surgeon, whose gentle medical ‘bed side’ manner, empathy and
people skills were evident to all who knew him. He was a delightful and trustworthy gentleman.

Among his many and varied other interests, he was an EBU qualified and enthusiastic bridge teacher and a
regular player. 

He joined Lytham Bridge Club relatively recently and soon became part of the Club’s excellent teaching team.
Like all good teachers, he enthused, encouraged and inspired his pupils to enjoy and improve their bridge. He
was always cheerful and friendly and brought his own style to his splendid teaching presentations. He was
always an encouraging, courteous and non-judgemental bridge partner with whomsoever he played. We were
fortunate to know him. The Club has lost a valuable member and he will indeed be greatly missed.

Stay well.

Kate May, online coach extraordinaire, keeps in touch
I am taking the opportunity, via this newsletter, to bring you up to date news of our “Lytham Bridge Club
Online”

It’s flourishing. We now have over 100 players registered and run 2 pairs sessions each week, on Wednesday
evenings and Friday afternoons, each now attracting around 10 tables. We play 14-20 boards - depending on the
number of tables - and it’s a great way to spend a couple of hours. The vast majority of players are club
members. A few are other locals and friends. No total strangers. Jeremy Stanforth, John Dearing, and I are the
online tournament directors.

As well as these sessions we recently played a match against St Alban’s Bridge Club. This club must be approx
180 miles away, but with only a click required to accept the invite,  the match started. 20 of us took part.
Unfortunately we lost, but it was all just for fun. It all ran so smoothly and the table etiquette from our host



team was perfect. Lancs also run team matches and anyone can enter a team. 6 of us from Lytham have been
playing in one, and there are others as well. 

The EBU run their own games of 12 boards 6 times a day. Easy to find a time to suit you. We all hope this
covid nightmare will end soon but it will still be a while before we can get together. Why not get back into the
bridge playing habit and try the online game? It’s quite easy to get started. The club’s website has information
and I am very happy to help. Just get in touch. Think about it - bridge without the need to go out on these cold,
wet winter nights. Stay cosy at home. We hope, of course that even if you try other games you will play in the
club’s online sessions. Apart from the pleasure of “meeting up with” old friends it brings a small income into
the club.

It’s all only a click away.

Locked Down in London by Ollie Burgess
Not much is happening in London although we have just completed on the premises of our new bridge club.
When we are allowed to play bridge again, we are going to have a building which will be a dedicated mind
sports centre... Bridge, Go, Chess….. Eat your heart out.

I am certainly missing the North... I miss my friends, my lovely mum and the slightly less aggressive attitudes
that London brings. But there is lots of playing bridge, teaching and Zoom chats to keep me occupied.

In mid January, I was fortunate enough to partner Dame Janet de Botton. Janet is a fantastic player and not
scared to follow her nose. Janet held this hand:

♠ x
♥ KQ109xx
♦ AJx
♣ xxx

We we re playing a strong no trump and 4 card majors... not my preferred system but it is guaranteed to create
some swings. I opened 1S, Janet responded 2H and I bid 2NT. Janet, here, made the inspired bid of 3NT. This
was cold whilst 4H had 4 top losers. Well done, Janet!

Now be warned, I will be coming back to Lytham Bridge Club for the occasional Wednesday evening. England
all star, Heather Dhondy, is going to partner my mum one Wednesday in February and I will be joining you all
with a special guest of my own.

Keep enjoying your bridge.

Ollie

The final word goes to our Vets
We are Barbara91 and Brian 92. We have only been playing online with the Club for nearly 3 months, so we are
Late Developers. Like others, Brian is not allowed to play golf at the moment and so has commandeered the
laptop. I play on my tablet. When registering with BBO, Barbara90 had already been taken, so I had to be
Barbara91. On the other hand, Brian should now be Brian 93! It  is so unfair! The first  time we played, I
managed to book a robot by mistake! We love meeting people at the virtual table. People seem to know who we
are! We don’t recognise all of the new names but we knew who Cannylad, Hudderstw and Tree1948 were
immediately! We are really enjoying the two weekly sessions online. We do not complain about the hardships
of lockdown, no - we complain about disconnections. We hope to meet more of you at the virtual table. Our
thanks go to  Kate  May,  John Dearing and Jeremy Stanforth for  being the Tournament  directors  for  these
sessions and for all their help and support. 

We send you all our love. Keep safe.

The Delaneys


