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Foreword by the Chairman - Jack Henderson

Welcome to our early February newsletter giving you information about our Club and events. Our Christmas
Party in December proved very popular, with many members clearly preferring the lunchtime buffet with
afternoon bridge. Most of the other bridge sessions also held their own celebrations.

It all seems such a long time ago now! The Lytham Rosebowl competition, which is usually held here at the
start of December, has been moved to the Spring.

The recent improvements to the Club are finished for the time being. Everyone is pleased with the final
results. The Ladies Toilets have undergone substantial improvement and later on in the year, improvements
will be made to the Gents.

We are hosting a social here on 16th February with our neighbours Clifton Bridge Club. Many of us play in
both Clubs. We look forward to meeting up with Clifton at our tables.

I really enjoyed the the teams event for Carole’s Trophy- and so did many others. Congratulations to the
winning team, Hazel and Bill Winter with Margaret Mitchell and Joe Mallabone.

Most importantly, I need to tell you that on Friday, 31st January we had an unannounced inspection of the
kitchen by Fylde Borough Council. Our kitchen was declared to be worthy again of the five star rating and the
Committee is thrilled with the decision. We know that our cleaners, and Stella and Rita- our two excellent tea
ladies- do an excellent job in keeping the kitchen absolutely immaculate. However, I am also aware that
there are a few members who also keep an eye on this and also do their bit to maintain our high standards. A
special thanks therefore to these members.

Finally, I want to remind you to be courteous at all times at the bridge table. Be welcoming to visitors. Be
courteous to your partner and the opposition at all  times.  Praise your opponents when they make their
contract. By doing so, we can continue our reputation for the friendliness at our Club.

An Update from our President -  Pauline Cope

As you know, my chosen charity this year is the NW Air Ambulance and, on Saturday morning, March 21st, I
would like to invite you to a coffee morning at the Club between 10 - 12.30. This will be combined with an
‘Unwanted Gift  Sale’.  We all  get  presents which are lovely to receive but  are things which we can’t  or
wouldn’t use. So please have a look in your cupboards and anything you would like to donate, bring to the
Club and these can be kept in the Committee room until the coffee morning. Anything that does not sell I will
take down to the Air Ambulance charity shop in Lytham, so it will be a win, win for this charity! Thank you all
very much for your support and I look forward to meeting you on the 21st.

In the meantime, we host a social bridge afternoon with our neighbours Clifton Bridge Club on the afternoon
of Sunday 16th February and again, I look forward to seeing you at this.

Comments from Chief Tournament Director - John Dearing

Stop Cards – What are they good for?

In the bridge world opinion is divided over the usefulness of the Stop card. The theory is that it is used by a
player before they make a jump bid (i.e. a bid at a higher level than the minimum in that denomination). After
the bid is made they leave the stop card out for 10 seconds and the next player cannot make a call until the
card is put away. The theory is that no unauthorised information is given through calls made out of tempo. In
practice the use of  the card can potentially give as much UI (unauthorised information) as it  intends to
prevent. Some infractions include:



• The next player does not wait 10 seconds to make a call 

• The Stop card is used for non-jump bids 

• The Stop card is produced and the bid is not made immediately 

• The Stop Card is not used for a jump bid 

If your right hand opponent makes a jump bid you are entitled to wait at least 10 seconds before making a
call whether or not a Stop card is used.

TDs are advised to treat less experienced and weaker players leniently when it comes to infractions over the
use of the Stop card. For our club bridge I would suggest that it is a good practice for all of us to follow. It is
exceptionally rare that UI will be received and acted upon. However, I would advise partnerships who aspire
to  play  in  the  leagues  or  play  in  weekend  events  at  other  clubs  should  practice  following  the  proper
procedure. Once you get used to it then it becomes a habit. Whether it is a good rule is another matter.

Kate May , Team Captain, reports on our progress in the League

Lytham Bridge Club has three teams playing in the Fylde & District League and they are experiencing mixed
fortunes this year.

Our A team was promoted to Division 1 last season but life there is tough. Many of the county’s top players
are included in various teams. Our team got off to a bit of a slow start and are at the moment down around
the bottom of the League, but they have had a good win against Lancaster and the situation is recoverable.
We wish them all the best for the last couple of matches.

On the other hand the B team won their first 3 matches handsomely and although losing the last (we can’t
always field the strongest possible team and it wasn’t a bad loss) they are still top of division 3. Hopes of
promotion remain high.

The C team, where we play some players with team experience and some keen first timers, are around the
middle of division 4, having had mixed results. The players are having fun, teams is a very interesting format,
and they have high hopes of climbing up a bit.

I would like to encourage all of our members to consider volunteering for the teams. And it is not too late for
this year. A problem seems to be that most matches are in the evenings and some away games involve quite
a bit of travelling, but there is a tendency now for clubs to agree a slightly earlier start and late finishes are
not the norm. So please give it some thought. I am talking not just to newer players, but experienced ones as
well. The Club needs you! (especially people willing to drive to away matches).

Next, a hand from Bill Bowden

N
♠ QJ732
♥ J6
♦ 54
♣ KT63

W E
♠ K64 ♠ T95
♥ Q53 ♥ K742
♦ T6 ♦ AQJ9
♣ A9542 ♣ QJ

S
♠ A8
♥ AT98
♦ K8732
♣ 87

Dealer – South Nobody is vulnerable



S W N E
1D P 1S P
2D P P 

Lead 3H

This was my last board of the Monday evening duplicate and I was sitting South. The bidding sequence was
as above, though there was a long hesitation by East, in the protective position, before the hand was passed
out. I scrambled ‘manfully’ and managed to escape for -1 and a score of 62%.

What makes this board interesting is that the only contract which can be made is in spades by North/ South,
which can make 8 tricks. Everything else by North/South and East/West can only make 6 tricks.

So how can North/South reach 2♠?

Well, I feel the blame lies with me. My partner and I play an 11-14 point 1NT opener and when I picked up
the South hand my brain said ‘Open 1NT’, unfortunately my fingers decided to open 1D. My fate was then
settled!

When playing modern ACOL with match points at a club, the great bid is the weak 1NT opener and it should
be used as much as possible. On this hand my fingers should have thought about my re-bid. Yes, I would
have been fine if my partner responded 1H, but I would have to re-bid my grotty ♦ suit with a ♠ or ♣ response
from partner, i.e. most of the time.

So DON’T be afraid to open 1NT with 2 doubletons. If you have 5♣ and 4♦, 5♣ and 4♥ or 5♦ and 4♥ and 11 –
14 points then you should open 1NT. An opening bid of 1NT by South would led to a final contract of 2♠ by
South  after  a  transfer  bidding  sequence.  Unless  East  wishes  to  protect  and  then  East/West  will  find
themselves in a horrible 7 card trump fit, probably going 3 off at the 3 level for a very poor score.

If you choose to pass as South then East will open 1NT and will probably be allowed to play there, unless
South has some mechanism to show the two red suits. I do not recommend over calling 2♠ in the protective
position on the North hand, though in this case it does work.

On the expected red card lead from south, I would expect East to scramble 7 tricks in 1NT. The only lead to
defeat 1NT by East would be the Ace of ♠ and a spade continuation. I do not think that is a defence I would
find.

So how does the hand play in 2♠? Quite well actually. You should be able to scrape together 8 tricks. West
does not have a nice lead, the 10♦ is actually safe and is probably the best of a bad lot. East should duck this
and South wins the King. If South then plays the Ace of ♠ and then a small ♠, the ♠ suit can be cleared losing
only 1 trick. After drawing trumps declarer needs to play the ♥ finesse twice to win 2 ♥ tricks, so the contract
will be made with 4 trumps, 2♥ and the 2 minor suit Kings for a hopeful good score.

At the actual session the best score for North/ South was +150 because 3♣ by East went 3 off whereas the
poorest score for North/South was -150 caused by South going 3 off in 2♦.

Finally, enjoy your bridge!


