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I am pleased to be able to present this report at the end of my second year as your Chairman, and 

which finds the County Association in a good position, with lots of positive things happening during 

the year. 

I hope you have found the regular newsletters circulated to members to be beneficial and 

interesting, and my thanks to Alan for his huge amount of work in preparing and circulating these. 

We held a second meeting of Club Chairman in January, where a number of topics were discussed 

and views shared, and I hope those in attendance found this meeting useful. 

We discussed the concerns of declining attendance at clubs, and what we can do to reverse that 

trend. Clubs which encourage teaching and gradual introduction into duplicate seem to be thriving, 

but other clubs are in slow decline 

We discussed the problem of getting experienced players to mentor learners, and we made 

approaches to the EBU to try to overcome this reluctance. Statistics show that NGS is not adversely 

affected, but some members still need to be convinced of this 

On behalf of the HBA, I attended the EBU AGM and Shareholders meetings to be able to share views 

with other counties. Just this week was a really useful meeting attended by all the Chairmen of 

counties around the country. It was really interesting to learn the successes that some counties are 

having in getting new players involved and the difficulties encountered 

We are proposing today a motion to change the format of our own AGM and a change to the 

financial year. The AGM change is to reflect the declining attendance at this event, and it is being 

proposed to hold it in future in the tea interval in the middle of the Rose Bowl in October. We will 

cease presenting trophies at the AGM after this year, and will instead present each trophy directly at 

the end of each event, allowing a nice photo to be taken and put up on the website whilst it is still 

relevant. This does mean that some of the trophies being presented today may not be in your hands 

for very long this year only. 

The reasoning for the change of financial year is that currently the financial year ends in March to be 

able to present accounts to this AGM, which is while we are still mid season, and needs a number of 

entries to be estimated. By changing this to a date at the end of the season, means that all figures 

will be complete before the next season commences. 

We are also making changes to the entry requirements for a number of competitions particularly 

Cadet events and the Eccles Cup to enable more players to be able to enter these events. The Eccles 

Cup in particular will be based on NGS rather than master point rank in future. We have also brought 

up to date the relevance of the scoring for the Victor Ludorum awards. By the way, I have just found 

out that Victor Ludorum is latin, I always thought it was a historic bridge player called Victor! 

Due to the move of venue of Welwyn Garden City Bridge club, we have been forced to seek 

alternatives for many of our events particularly those held on Sundays. We have been successful in 

getting accommodated at Jersey Farm Community Centre, the home of St Albans Bridge club for our 

Sunday dates. There is a nice kitchen there, so we can once again offer complimentary refreshments. 



The venue will hold up to 24 tables, and we intend to use this for all Sunday events, including the 

Humble Cup 1/Q and the Championship Pairs semi finals, so I encourage you to get your entries in 

early for both these events. We are also moving most of the Friday evening events to Bennetts End, 

the home of Hemel Hempstead Bridge club where we already hold the Eccles Cup, whilst we hope to 

continue to hold the smaller Friday evening events at WGC. We had a problem with the Seniors Pairs 

and Teams where we have historically provided a lunch and wine in the interval. We have been 

unsuccessful in finding an alternative mid week venue, and after consultation with the players at the 

recent Seniors Pairs events, have decided to try to try to retain these at WGC, but without provision 

of any refreshments, but at a substantially reduced entry fee. 

The teams in the ECL enjoyed another successful season, with the B and C squads winning their 

leagues, and the A squad coming second. Congratulations to all the players, and also to Roger for his 

organisation. We have already held the final match of the season at Jersey Farm, which worked 

extremely well. 

I would like to thank all of my committee for their continued support this year. We are saying 

farewell to Rodger Livesey who is standing down as Treasurer after many years of steadfast service 

of looking after your money. I am sure Oliver will be just as prudent in the future. 

I am happy to stand for re-election as your Chairman, but want to give ample notice of my intention 

to stand down at the end of next season. I will by then have been your Chairman for 3 years, and am 

not getting any younger! I am of course happy to continue even then as the County Chief TD should 

you wish me to carry on 

 

Gary Conrad 
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