
McKenney signalling

• Used when you cannot play the suit led

• You wish partner to lead a particular suit to you when she has the lead

• Use a card in another suit, rather than wasting one of the suit you 
want

• A high card asks your partner to lead from the higher of the remaining 
two suits

• A low card asks your partner to lead from a lower of the remaining two 
suits



Card led – that I 
have none of

Choice of signals Suit I would like partner 
to lead to me

♠

Low ♦ or Low ♥ ♣

Low ♣ or High ♥ ♦

High ♣ or High ♦ ♥

♥

Low ♦ or Low ♠

Low ♣ or High ♠

High ♣ or High ♦

♦
Low ♥ or Low ♠

Low ♣ or High ♠

High ♣ or High ♥

♣

Low ♥ or Low ♠

Low ♦ or High ♠

High ♦ or High ♥

McKenney signalling - examples
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