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1)
In Which Circumstances Do We Use 4SF?
· To seek a stop for NT in the 4th suit.

· To give partner the opportunity to provide further distributional information, eg delayed support for responder's suit.

· To create a game forcing auction when agreeing one of opener's suits.

We should not use 4SF with invitational values when a limit bid would better describe our hand, eg a non-forcing 2NT or jump preference for opener's first suit.  If we use 4SF with invitational values then we must be prepared to pass opener's minimum rebid.  For example with Qxx, AJxxx, xx, KJx after the auction 1C-1H-1S we should jump to 3C.  If we bid 2D then we'll have to pass a 2NT response without having any idea whether this is the correct contract.

2)
Which 4SF Bids, Responses and Continuations are Game Forcing?

Some partnerships play that any 4SF bid is game forcing.  This has space saving advantages although it gives some problems on invitational hands without support or a stop in the unbid suit.  If you play that 4SF is FG then the problem becomes 'which bids show extra values' as there is now a danger of neither hand being easily able to show extra values.

If you play the more common English arrangements in which 4SF is not FG then it is important to define which bids are NF and which are FG.  One possible set of rules is:-

· 4SF at the 3 level is FG.

· After 4SF at the 1 or 2 level then any non-jump response is NF and any jump response is FG.

· Any continuation of the auction by responder creates a FG auction.

3)
What Does a Raise of 4SF Mean?

There are 2 common possibilities:-

a)
Natural NF, eg 1C-1D-1H-1S-2S where opener can be 4414, or 1H-2C-2D-2S-3S where opener can be 4540.

b)
Opener has FG values but unsuitable for any jump response, eg xx, AQJxx, AKJx, Jx in the auction 1H-2C-2D-2S-3S.

Clearly it can't mean both these things and there isn't any arrangement which covers all possibilities.  Each partnership must agree its own arrangements.  As 5440 is a rare shape one common arrangement is:-

· 1C-1D-1H-1S-2S is natural NF.  With unsuitable FG values opener must manufacture a bid, eg 3C with xx, AKJx, Jx, AQJxx.

· Any other raise of 4SF is artificial FG unsuitable for any other response.

4)
What Does Opener Rebid with an Unsuitable Minimum?

Suppose opener has Jx, AJxxx, xx, AQxx in the auction 1H-1S-2C-2D.  He has already shown 5 hearts so rebidding such a poor suit is unattractive.  The best solution is usually to support responder on a doubleton, ideally honour doubleton but things aren't always ideal.  Only a good 5 card suit should be rebid in preference to supporting on a doubleton.

A corollary is that with genuine support opener must jump, eg with Jxx, AQJxx, x, AKxx should jump to 3S.  With insufficient values to do this opener should raise on the previous round, eg bid 2S with Jxx, AJxxx, x, AQxx after 1H-1S, because after 1H-1S-2C-2H we do not have sufficient values to continue with 2S.

After simple preference, eg 1H-1S-2C-2D-2S, responder should assume that opener is 5422 with a weak holding in the 4th suit and proceed accordingly.

5)
What Does Responder's Jump to 3NT Show?

If responder jumps to 3NT rather than using 4SF does it mean:-

· I'm fairly sure 3NT is our best contract.  Only remove it if you have significant extra distribution or values.  If I'd wanted to know about just 1 extra card I'd have used 4SF.  Thus after 1S-2D-2H-3NT a responder with this agreement would not remove just because of a 6th spade or 5th heart.  With this agreement 4SF followed by 3NT shows doubt about it being the best contract and invites opener to continue the auction.

or does it mean

· I can handle any of your expected continuations.  Feel free to remove with any extra distribution.  If I wasn't prepared for you  to do this then I'd have used 4SF to let you show your shape and then bid 3NT.  With this agreement 4SF followed by 3NT expresses confidence about it being the best contract.

Both agreements have their advocates, with the first perhaps being more common.  Make sure that your partnership what is expected.

6)
How Does Responder Show A Real 2 Suiter?

Suppose you hold AQ109xx, x, AQJ10x, x after 1H-1S-2C.  Does a jump to 3D show a strong 2 suiter or does it agree clubs?  Or is it a repeat of 4th suit that shows a 2 suiter, eg 1H-2S-2C-2D-3C-3D.

There are two sets of agreements fairly commonly used:-

1)
A jump in 4SF is natural.  A repeat of 4SF is '5th suit forcing', ie a FG hand that still isn't clear about the best denomination.  For example AQJxx, xx, Axx, KJx in the auction 1H-1S-2C-2D-3C-3D where any of 3NT, 4H, 4S or 5C could be best game.

2)
A jump in 4SF agrees opener's 2nd suit and shows a splinter in his 1st suit (you are much more likely to have this than a singleton in the 4th suit).  A repeat of 4SF is natural.

I find 5th suit forcing very useful so have a preference for the first of these arrangements.

7)
What Happens if 4SF is Doubled?

It is important to be clear whether your partnership can play in 4SF doubled or redoubled and you should have agreements about how the auction can proceed.  One set of agreements is:-

· We cannot play 4SF doubled.  Thus Pass by opener is forcing but does not show extra values.  After a 2 level 4SF a minimum bid by responder over a Pass can be passed.  Responder must jump or repeat 4SF at the 3 level to create a FG auction.

· At the 1 or 2 level any redouble of 4SF suggests playing there.

· At the 3 level any redouble of 4SF shows the Ace.
