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IMPORTANT NOTE:

The agreements set out here are just one possibility.  Many different agreements are possible and just as good.  Each partnerhip should aim to have a set of agreements covering the same areas.

1.  General Approach

Double is take-out unless it is one of the exceptions (see section 3).  In particular the following are take-out doubles:-

a)
A double of a natural suit bid below 3NT when partner has passed throughout or hasn't had chance to bid, eg (1()P(1NT)P(2()Dbl or (1()P(1()P(2()Dbl or (2()Dbl(2()P(P)Dbl where 2( is multi.

b)
A double of a natural bid above 3NT when we haven't passed at any previous turn and partner has passed throughout or hasn't had chance to bid, eg (4()Dbl or (3()Dbl(4()P(P)Dbl.

c)
A double after partner has overcalled at his last turn, eg (1()2((2()Dbl.  This includes a double of 1NT after partner has overcalled, eg (1()1((1NT)Dbl.  It also includes doubles after partner has overcalled 1NT, eg (1()1NT(2()Dbl, and doubles after partner has made a conventional overcall, eg (1NT)2((2()Dbl where 2( is Astro.

d)
A double of opponents agreed suit when we haven't agreed a suit, eg (1()Dbl(3()Dbl or 1((P)1((2()2((3()Dbl.

e)
A double after partner has made a t/o double of the same suit, eg (1()P(P)Dbl(2()Dbl.

f)
A double of a direct overall when our last bid wasn't a pre-empt, eg 1NT(2()Dbl or 1((P)1((2()Dbl or 1((P)1NT(2()Dbl.

g)
A double of a protective overcall when only one of our side has bid and it wasn't a pre-empt, eg 1NT(P)P(2()P(P)Dbl or 1((P)P(1()Dbl.

h)
A double of a no-trump response, or 1( response showing a forcing no-trump, or a non-FG artificial raise, eg (1()P(1NT)Dbl, or (1()P(1()Dbl where 1( shows a forcing NT, or (1()P(3()Dbl where 3( is a limit raise in ( with 3 card support (Bergen).

i)
A double when partner's last call was a double showing high card values and pass isn't forcing, eg (1NT)Dbl (2()Dbl or (2()Dbl(2()Dbl where 2( is multi.

j)
A double from either hand of first round intervention over 2(, eg 2((2()Dbl or 2((P)2((2()Dbl.

2.  Take-Out of Which Suit(s)?

Take-out doubles are take-out of the one or two suits bid 'naturally' by the opponents.  Where three suits have been bid naturally then the double is take-out of the last bid suit and suggests playing in RHO's first suit.

Three card minors are always treated as natural, but the following are only treated as natural until the opponents make another natural bid:-

a)
A minor which may be fewer than 3 cards, eg Precision 1(.

b)
A 'pass or correct' bid, eg (2()P(2() where 2 ( is multi, or (2()P(3() where 2( is Lucas, or 1((2()P(3() where 2( is Michaels.

c)
A suit bid showing a  2 suiter with a different anchor suit where the bid suit may be the 2nd suit, eg 1NT(2() where 2( is Astro.

Thus for example:-

a)
Over a Precision 1(, (1()Dbl is t/o of ( but (1()P(1()Dbl is take-out of ( and includes a suggestion of playing in (.

b1)
Over multi, (2()P(2()Dbl is t/o of ( but (2()P(2()P(2()Dbl is t/o of (.

b2)
Over Lucas twos, (2()P(3()Dbl  is t/o of ( and (, but (2()P(3()P(3()P(P)Dbl is t/o of ( and (.

b3)
Over Michaels, 1((2()P(3()Dbl is t/o of ( but 1((2()P(3()P(3()Dbl is t/o of (.  In both cases there isn't of course any suggestion of playing in ( as the opponents have shown five.

c)
Over Astro, 1NT(2()Dbl is take-out of ( (and by implication suggests doubling () but 1NT(2()P(2()P(P)Dbl is t/o of (.

After an opponent's preempt double is t/o only of the preempt suit and other opponents bids are ignored.  Thus (2()P(2NT)Dbl is t/o of ( and both (3()P(3()Dbl and (3()P(3NT)Dbl are t/o (.  This caters for the response to the preempt being a psyche.

3.  Exceptions

3.1  Penalty Doubles

a)
A double above 3NT when both members of our partnership have passed on the last round, eg (3()P(4()P(P)Dbl.

b)
A double of a protective overcall after both our side have bid, eg 1((P)1NT(P)P(2()Dbl.

c)
A double of an overcall after we have agreed a suit and there is room for a game try, eg 1((P)2((3()Dbl.

d)
A double after partner's preempt, eg 2((3()Dbl.

e)
A double after partner has made a t/o double of a different suit. eg (1()Dbl(1()Dbl or 1NT(2()Dbl(2()Dbl.

f)
A double when pass would be forcing, eg (1NT)Dbl(2()Dbl or 1((Dbl)Rdbl(2()Dbl, or when partner has made a forcing pass, eg (1NT)Dbl(2()P(P)Dbl or 1((Dbl)Rdbl(2()P(P)Dbl.  EXCEPTION:  A double of first round intervention over a 2( opening is t/o - see 1j.

3.2  Value Showing Doubles

a)
A double of a 1NT opening or overcall.

b)
A double of a Stayman or transfer response to a !NT opening where the minimum for 1NT is less than 15 HCP.

c)
A double of an artificial preemptive opening including those which have weak and strong options, eg (3NT)Dbl or (2()Dbl where 2( is multi.

3.3  Game Try Doubles

a)
A double of an overcall after we have agreed a suit and there is no room for a game try, eg 1((P)2((3()Dbl.  Compare 3.1.c where there is room for a game try.

b)
A double after partner's suit overcall where next hand has taken away the space for making a cue bid below a raise. eg (1()1((3()Dbl is a spade game try whereas 3( would just be competitive, or (1()2((2()Dbl shows a good raise inviting partner to try for game, ie a hand that would have made an unassuming cue bid if there had been room.  Compare (1()2((2()Dbl which is just a t/o double as per 1c because there is room for a cue bid below 3(.

3.4  Lead Directing Doubles

a)
A double of fourth suit forcing.

b)
A double of Stayman or a transfer response to a 1NT opening where the minimum for the 1NT is more than 14 HCP.  Compare the value showing double in 3.2.b for weaker no-trump openings.

c)
A double of a artificial FG raise, eg (1()P(3()Dbl where 3( is a 4 card FG raise (a Bergen variant).  Compare 1h where a double of a non-FG raise is for t/o.
d)
A double of an asking bid in a suit or an asking bid response, eg a response to RKCB or (1NT)P(4()Dbl where 4( is Gerber.

e)
A double of a splinter or asking bid in no-trumps suggests leading the lowest unbid suit, eg (1()P(4()Dbl or (1()P(4NT)Dbl both suggest a ( lead.

With lead directing doubles it is important to be clear whether they are just lead directing or whether they also invite partner to compete/sacrifice.  A possible rule for this is a lead directing double also suggests competing/sacrificing if:-

i)
it is below 2NT, or

ii)
we are a NV v VUL and the doubler hasn't previously passed.

With all lead directing doubles it is necessary to take some care to ensure you aren't in too much trouble if the contract is redoubled.  This is particularly important when doubling fourth suit forcing, Stayman or Blackwood.

