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IMPORTANT NOTE:

The agreements set out here are just one possibility.  Many different agreements are possible and just as good.  Each partnerhip should aim to have a set of agreements covering the same topics.

1.  Double of 1NT

Double shows 4 HCP more than the opponents minimum, or slightly less with a good lead.

If 3rd hand passes or redoubles then:

· bids show a weak hand with 5+ card suit

· jump are invitational based on distribution

· 2NT is a game forcing two suiter

If either opponent bids over the double then:

· pass is forcing below 2H and non-forcing above 2D

· double is penalty below 2H and take-out above 2D except that double of an artificial 2C/D, eg a transfer, shows the bid suit

· once the responder to the double has doubled something or passed a take-out double then all passes are forcing and all doubles are penalty

· unforced 2 level bids show a 5 card suit; they show a weak hand if pass was forcing and some values (4+) if pass was non-forcing; if pass is forcing then to pass and bid is stronger than bidding immediately; forced 2 level bids, ie after partner has made a forcing pass, may only be a 4 card suit

· 2NT is lebensohl (slow shows) only when responder to the double has his first chance to bid over a suit from the opponents; after this 2NT shows 2 places to play

· If 3rd passes or redoubles to demand action from the 1NT opener then responder to the double should bid with a weak hand and a 5 card suit.

If 3rd hand redoubles or passes forcing a redouble from opener then the doubler takes the decision about rescuing (doublers 2C could be the start of a rescue).  Responder to the double should only bid with distribution.

2.  Natural Overcall of 1NT

A 2M overcall usually shows a 6 card suit.  Responder continues as over a weak 2 opening except that a raise is mildly invitational.  Thus 2S is NF, 3 new suit is FG and 2NT is an enquiry.

A jump overcall is preemptive.  Responder continues as over a preemptive opening.

3.  Conventional Overcall of 1NT

A 2C overcall shows hearts and another suit and 2D shows spades and another suit.  The longer/better major is shown with both majors.  The overcall shows 9 cards between the 2 suits with the major suit being 5 card unless holding 13+ HCP when it may only be 4 card.  If 55 then there will usually be 5 HCP in the two suits, otherwise there will usually be 7 HCP in the two suits; any outside ace reduces the HCP requirements in the two suits by 2 HCP and any outside king (not singleton) by 1 HCP.  No outside values are necessary, eg 55 with 5 HCP is sufficient on its own.  When vulnerable 1 extra HCP or good intermediates is usually required in the two suits.

Possible Agreements in Defence to Opponents 1NT Opening
Page 2 of 3

If 3rd hand passes then continuations are:-

· Pass only with length in the bid suit and suspicion of a misfit.

· Bid the anchor suit with 3 card support; at the 2 level with less than invitational values and the 3 level with invitational values.

· Bid the next step with less than 3 card support for the anchor suit and at least 3 cards in the bid suit; with less than 3 card it may be necessary to bid the anchor suit with a doubleton.  Over this opener passes with the bid suit (unless strong, eg 55 15+HCP or any 17+ HCP), bids the anchor suit with a 4 card minor as the second suit, bids 2S with 45 in the majors and bids 3m with a 5 card suit.

· A 2S response to 2C is to play.  A 3C response to 2D is to play; otherwise a 3m or 3OM response to either 2C or 2D is natural and invitational.

· A 2NT response is a FG enquiry.  The response are:-

-
3C shows only 4 cards in the anchor suit.  Over this 3D is a further enquiry for the second suit (3 anchor suit = clubs, 3NT= diamonds, 3OM=natural)

-
3D=5 anchor suit and 4+D

-
3 anchor suit = 5 anchor suit and 4+C

-
3OM = 5 anchor suit and 4 in bid suit

-
3NT= 55 in majors

If 3rd hand doubles then:-

· Pass is to play if partner has 4 cards in the bid suit; otherwise partner bids as over a first step response

· Rdbl asks partner to bid his second suit (if the second suit is the bid suit then partner bids 2 of anchor suit with 5 cards in it and 2NT with only 4)

· Next step is to play

· Higher responses are unchanged by the double

If 3 rd hand bids then double from either side is for take-out.  Any bid by responder is natural NF (invitational if 2NT or a jump).

4.  Bidding after a Stayman or Transfer Response to the 1NT Opening

If the 1NT opening is strong (ie minimum more than 14 HCP) then double is lead directing showing the bid suit and at least 8 HCP.  After this continuations are as though partner had overcalled in the bid suit except that a new suit by responder is constructive NF.

If the 1NT opening is weak then double shows 15+ HCP any distribution.  Continuations are the same as though 1NT had been doubled, ie the same meanings for pass and double with 2NT being lebensohl at responder's first turn after the double.

After we have passed the Stayman or transfer response then double from either side is take-out with a 2NT response to a double of 2M being 2 places to play, not lebensohl.

Over a transfer response then a cue bid is a 3 suited take-out with shortage in the bid, or any strong distributional hand.  Over this 2NT is lebensohl.  A jump cue bid over a transfer response shows a solid minor and asks for a stopper.  4 of a minor shows 55 FG with the other major and the bid suit.

Possible Agreements in Defence to Opponents 1NT Opening
Page 3 of 3

Any 2NT bid with partner passing shows a 2 suiter (highly distributional if immediately over Stayman or a transfer; just competitive otherwise).

5.  Bidding after a Natural Response to the 1NT Opening

An immediate double is for take-out with a 2NT response to a double of 2M being lebensohl.  A protective double is for take-out with a 2NT response to a double of 2M showing 2 places to play.

A direct 2NT overcall is natural (16-19).  A protective 2NT overcall shows 2 places to play.

6.  Variations for Strength of 1NT Opening

Except for a double of Stayman or a transfer (see section 4) there are no variations.  The values required for a double change (see section 1) but there is no change to the strength required for an overcall.

7.  Variations in Protective Position

There are no significant variations, just two of detail:-

· double requires only 2 HCP more than the miniumum for the 1NT opening rather than the 4 HCP more in direct position

· a 2M overcall may only have a 5 card suit

8.  Variations by a Passed Hand

Double shows 1 minor suit or both majors (may be 44 in protective position) with any suit response being pass or correct and a 2NT response an enquiry for the minor or longer major.

A 2m overcall shows the bid suit plus a major (may be 44 in protective position).  A 2M response is pass or correct.

