
 
 
Some reflections in the Newsletter about how the integration of the social and competitive aspects of Bridge 
are helping the game to thrive - given the right conditions! 
 

Oxford Festival of Bridge 
Three Counties – Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire and Worcestershire 
– combined their efforts to put on a four day festival that brought 
together seminars and bridge sessions with social activities such as 
lunch at the Ashmolean and visits to various visitor attractions.  
Players of a wide range of abilities came along for one, two, three 
and even all four days and the Festival concluded with a celebratory 
dinner at St Hugh’s College on Friday evening.   
 
The Third Festival is already being planned for next year.  This will 
probably again be in September – we’ll keep you informed via this 
Newsletter or keep an eye on the Oxfordshire County Website.  
 
 

Café Bridge at The Hive in Worcester 
What a success!  Seven tables in play in three locations in The Hive 
attracted plenty of attention, including that of Kate Justice and Nina 
Das Gupta from BBC Hereford and Worcester.  Much of the first hour 
of their show on the day was about the “Bridge-Playing Dudes” (aka 
“The Rowdies”).  If you didn’t catch the programme, you can, for a 
few more days, find a recording plus times of the best bits here 
http://www.bridgewebs.com/worcester/ .  What is particularly 
noteworthy about Café Bridge (and there is another event in Barnt 
Green on Thursday 4th October) is how relative beginners mix with 
and play against County level players with everyone enjoying 
themselves and having a good laugh at their mistakes (I’d like to say, 
“and brilliancies” but I didn’t personally notice any of those at my 
table….).  Coffee and cake are, of course, an added attraction….. 
 
Most importantly, the event provided an opportunity for local clubs to 
promote themselves via leaflets that were available to passing 
members of the public who had initially been attracted by the sight of 
groups of people playing cards! 
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  Kate and Nina interviewing players 

 

 

                The Literature Stand! 

 

 

          A rare moment of concentration.....  
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Teaching 
Good teaching is vital in ensuring that Bridge continues to thrive.  There are a number of teachers around 
the County – see the “Learning Bridge” section of our website http://www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire/ 
The evening Beginners’ Classes at Heart of Worcestershire College starting in September are now almost 
full and this means that we will be running another Beginners’ course at the Redditch Campus after 
Christmas.  Pershore Bridge Club are also planning a course in the New Year.  All of these courses will be 
run by high quality EBED accredited teachers and this will ensure a steady stream of new players coming 
into the game.  What is equally important, however, is that these new players are integrated into the clubs, 
probably via supervised play sessions initially.  This is where ordinary club members can play an important 
part by running these sessions alongside the usual club evenings and on the same premises so that these 
players feel comfortable in the club environment.  Please get in touch for advice on how best to run these 
sessions and for support if necessary. 
 
Most importantly, if you know anyone who is wanting to learn to play Bridge, please put them in contact 
with Mike Vetch, our Education Officer, who will point them in the right direction.  Mike1958v@mail.com. 
 

Upcoming Events 
A range of events are getting underway around this time of year.  We’ve arranged  the ones below in 
descending order of social emphasis and hope that everyone who reads this newsletter will find something 
to enhance their bridge playing enjoyment.  Entry forms are either up on the County website or will be very 
soon.  The first two events below are open to all players irrespective of whether they are County or EBU 
Members.  
 

 Inter-Club Teams Simple Systems Division.  This event starts on 23rd November but we are keen to 
get entries in as soon as possible in order to be able to plan the format of the event. 

 Irene Allen Swiss Pairs.  It always amazes us that, with some 80% of our members eligible to enter 
this event, so many think it’s either too high or too low a standard for them.  It’s always an enjoyable 
day and includes an excellent meal.  What’s not to like?  Sunday 21st October. 

 Invite-a-Guest Night.  Regular County Night players are inviting players who might be interested to 
find out what County level Bridge is about to come along and partner them at the County Night on 
8th October.  Although it’s very near the date now, if you’re interested but haven’t been invited, 
please get in touch and we’ll find someone to invite you. 

 Inter-Club Teams Open Division.  Running alongside the Simple Systems Division and also starting 
on 23rd November, this has proved a popular and high standard event since we introduced it a few 
years ago. 

 Inter-Club Swiss Teams Championship.  For Club Teams of Four on Sunday 18th November.  Again 
a very enjoyable day with an excellent meal.  

 County Championship Teams.  This is the County’s premier teams championship, starting in late 
October.  However, it is played in good spirit in people’s homes and the matches are always 
enjoyable.  If you’re unlucky enough to get knocked out in the first round, you can enter the Plate 
competition, so there is always plenty of interest.  If you want to improve your Bridge, this 
competition is a great way to get experience.   

Editorial Comment 
Perhaps this should come at the beginning of the Newsletter!  However, what we have talked about above 
shows that Bridge works at both a social and competitive level and that in almost every case the 
competitive and social elements are integrated and complement each other.  In order to get the most 
enjoyment out of the game, everyone has to sometimes step a little outside their comfort zone.  We’d very 
much encourage you to do so this year by taking part in one or more of the events above.  If you’re not 
sure what’s best for you, please get in touch with me (see contact details below) and we can see what 
might work best. 
 

Opting –Out 
If you don’t want to receive these newsletters, please simply reply to my email, putting “Opt-Out” in the 
subject line. 
 

Mike Willoughby – Worcestershire CBA Chair 
e: Mike.willoughby@btinternet.com    t: 0121 447 8283 
w: http://www.bridgewebs.com/worcestershire/ 
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