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Ethics Quiz 
Which of these is allowed and which is not? 

A  to open 1NT (ostensibly 12-
14) when holding 11 points? 
 
B  To bid after your partner has 
hesitated? 
 
C  To hesitate when you have a 
singleton? 



A  to open 1NT (ostensibly 12-14) 
when holding 11 points? 

Perfectly allowed. 



Allowed…..IF you intended to bid anyway. 

B  To bid after your partner 
has hesitated? 



Not allowed.  
 
 

If you inadvertently hesitate – a senior 
moment! – you say 

“Sorry, I had nothing to think about.” 

C  To hesitate when you have 
a singleton. 



  

EBU 

Why is the EBU 
concerned about bridge 

behaviour? 



Poker is 
mad, bad 
and 
dangerous. 
 
James 
Bond plays 
poker! 
 
He didn’t 
play bridge 
in Casino 
Royale. 



The 
Bridge 
image? 



Image 
of a 
bridge 
partner
ship? 
 
They 
get 
cranky? 







An overly 
complicate
d game 
with two 
many 
rules? 
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"Bridge is for fun. You should play the 
game for no other reason. You should not 
play bridge to make money, to show how 
smart you are, to show how stupid your 
partner is, to prove that you are the 
greatest teacher since Socrates, to show 
off the latest fad in bidding or to prove 
any of the several hundred other things 
that bridge players are so often trying to 
prove." 
 Charles Goren 



  
“Bridge is possibly the best 
game devised by mankind – 

and certainly one of the most 
popular.  But a word of 
warning: you’ll soon be 

hooked.” 



"There was a point when I became too keen. 
It was obsessive. I would play all the 
tournaments. I would not make certain films 
if they interfered with my bridge schedule. I 
dreamt about cards. I was driven by the 
competition. I was good at it and I wanted to 
be perfect. But bridge is like golf; you can 
never achieve perfection. You need to perfect 
a system between you and your partner." 7 - 
See more at: 
http://www.bridgebum.com/omar_sharif.php
#sthash.fjmeUBhw.dpuf 

Many games provide fun, but bridge grips you. It exercises your mind. 
Your mind can rust, you know, but bridge prevents the rust from 

forming.  
 

- Omar Sharif 



Bridge is such a sensational game that I wouldn't mind being in jail if I 
had three cellmates who were decent players and who were willing to 

keep the game going 24 hours a day.  
- Warren Buffett 



It's one of the really great 
pleasures of life. Anybody 
who's missing bridge is 
missing so much in life.  

- Malcolm Forbes 



  

Life is not a 
matter of 
holding good 
cards, but 
playing a poor 
hand well. 
 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson 



Pros: 
 

Playing bridge has been shown to ward off 
Alzheimer’s, improve standardized test 
scores, boost the immune system, and help 
you live longer. 
  
 

Cons: 
 

Diminished sense of self when brought face-
to-face with an impenetrable mystery. 



  

EBU 

Is the EBU worried 
about us? 



We’re a strong club, but 
not just because we’re 

friendly. 



  
We‘re a 
strong 
club 

3 
dealers 

87 hosts 

Lovely 
building 
to play in 

More 
people 
joining 

We have 
fun 

9 
directors 

6 
scorers 



  
Out of the hundreds of 

actual rules, the EBU have 
issued general guidelines to 

help people enjoy the 
greatest game ever.  We’re 

here to have fun! 



Start with tea 
and Fred and 

Ginger. 



Bid and play 
bridge….in 

tempo. 
 

Don’t rush – 
don’t dawdle –  

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 

7, 8 

People can’t help but read things into 
sudden rushes to get to the pass 
card….or long pauses over what to bid. 
Playing in tempo gives you time to 
think when you need to. 



  

Don’t reach 
for the 
bidding box 
until you 
know what 
you want to 
bid. 



  

Warning that you 
are about to skip 

a bid. 

The 10 second rule 
gives LHO the chance 
to continue to play 
“in tempo” and still 
have time to think.  
May have been all 
set to bid 1 H, when 
you skipped and bid 
2S. 

Prodcedure: 
 
1) - pull out stop card 
2) - pull out bidding card 
3) - leave both for 10 seconds 
4) - put stop card back 



  NT bids 
Staymen 
Transfers 



  

Warn ops 
that a 
convention is 
being used 
and it’s not a 
natural bid. 

2 clubs 
2 diamond relay 
 
2 diamonds 
2 heart relay 



  

Questions Partner? 

You can ask a bidder’s partner at any stage, 
what a bid means.  BUT.  It’s polite to wait 
until the end, before a lead, unless it makes 
a difference to your own bidding. 



  

What can dummy do? 

Answer:  
Not a lot! 

Having no spades partner? 

 

You’re on table partner. 

Hands in lap until card is called for. If declarer calls 
for a heart dummy can’t even ask, “Which one?” 



  
 At the bridge table 

you should behave 

as if you are at a tea 

party. 
The Etiquette 

bit. 



Partners who are trusted and feel 
supported, make fewer mistakes.  Invest in 

your partner. 



  

Post Mortems aren’t much fun for anyone 
except the person performing them. 

Avoid them. 



Try very hard to save conversations 
about the hand until they have all 

been played.    





Mobile 
phones? 



  

Bridge mates: 
 
Check score is 
entered 
correctly…. 
but then turn 
machine towards 
the others to 
push“accept”… 



  

…and after that 
hit the OK button 
so everyone can 
see other bids.  

Why?   Everyone 
sees percentage and 
other bids without 
having to ask and it 
keeps discussion to a 
minimum. 



I’m not very good at all the 

rules!   

Directors are there for the rules 
that are appropriate for 

our level of playing.  Never be shy 
about calling for the director  and 
never feel badly if someone calls 

the director. 
  



  

   – Having called a director, accept the 
decision without hesitation.  You can always 
appeal later. 

Shall we call 

the director? 

 

Director please. 



  

Writing down 
the Bid 

1.  You don’t have to 

2.  Try to write the pair 
number in at the beginning 
so you don’t have to ask. 

3.  It’s polite to write it down AFTER you lead 
or after you’ve put dummy down.    But WHY? 



  

It’s the polite 
thing to do for 
declarer. 

Your bridge will improve if you 
plan ahead.  As declarer, look 
at dummy and…PAUSE.  Make 

a plan.  Don’t jump in, play 
your ace and THEN think 
about what to do next. 

By leading before writing 
it down we give declarer 

that time to think through 
how they intend to play 

the hand.  



  

North is the one who has invited you to  
play bridge – the tea party!  It’s their 
job to help things run smoothly and 

perhaps remind others of the guidelines.  
It helps us all have fun. 



  

Take pity on new players, beginners and those 
that are about to make a mistake! 



  

NNow 
it’s time 

to 
practise. 


