
HB13 – Cue Bidding and use of Blackwood  
♠ A K 5 4 3 2 
♥ 4 
♦ 6 2 
♣ A K Q 7 

♠ - ♠ Q 10 6 
♥ A 8 7 6 5 ♥ J 10 9 
♦ 10 7 5 3 ♦ A J 9 8 
♣ J 9 6 4 ♣ 10 8 5 

♠ J 9 8 7 
♥ K Q 3 2 
♦ K Q 4 
♣ 3 2 

Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all 
 
West North East South 
 1♠ Pass 3♠ 
Pass 4♣ Pass 4♠ 
All Pass 
 
4♣ shows first round control in clubs, the ♣A or a club void. If 
South had a red suit ace he should co-operate with North so 4♠ 
denies the ♦A or ♥A. Even 5♠ will fail here because of the unlucky 
trump break. 

♠ Q 
♥ K 8 7 6 
♦ K 10 7 5 
♣ J 9 6 4 

♠ J 9 8 7 ♠ A K 5 4 3 2 
♥ A 3 2 ♥ 4 
♦ A Q 4 3 ♦ 6 2 
♣ 3 2 ♣ A K Q 7 

♠ 10 6 
♥ Q J 10 9 5 
♦ J 9 8 
♣ 10 8 5 

Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable 
 
West North East South 
  1♠ Pass 
3♠ Pass 4♣ Pass 
4♦ Pass 4NT Pass 
5♥ Pass 6♠ All Pass 
 
4♣ shows first round control in clubs, the ♣A or a club void. 
4♦ shows first round control in diamonds. Now, reassured that 
there are not two losing diamonds, East can try Blackwood. 

♠ 7 5 4 
♥ A Q 
♦ A K Q J 5 4 
♣ 7 3 

♠ 9 8 2 ♠ A 6 
♥ 10 9 8 3 2 ♥ J 5 4 
♦ 9 8 ♦ 10 7 6 3 
♣ A K 9 ♣ 8 5 4 2 

♠ K Q J 10 3 
♥ K 7 6 
♦ 2 
♣ Q J 10 6 

Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable 
 
West North East South 
   1♠ 
Pass 3♦ Pass 3♠ 
Pass 4♠ All Pass 
 
North shows good diamonds and at least 16 points with his jump 
shift to 3♦. When South rebids 3♠ North knows of the 8-card 
spade fit, but he has already shown his powerful hand with 3♦ and 
should not venture above 4♠. With a minimum opening South 
passes 4♠. Any 5-level contract will fail because the defenders 
can cash ♠A and ♣A K. 
 

♠ 10 6 
♥ Q J 10 9 5 
♦ A K 9 
♣ 10 8 5 

♠ A K 5 4 3 2 ♠ Q 9 8 7 
♥ 4 ♥ A K 3 2 
♦ 6 2 ♦ Q 10 3 
♣ A K Q 7 ♣ 3 2 

♠ J 
♥ 8 7 6 
♦ J 8 7 5 4 
♣ J 9 6 4 

Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable 
 
West North East South 
1♠ Pass 3♠ Pass 
4♣ Pass 4♥ Pass 
5♣ Pass 5♥ Pass 
5♠ All Pass 
 
4♣ shows first round control in clubs, the ♣A or a club void. 4♥ 
shows first round control in hearts but denies it in diamonds. 5♣ 
shows second round club control. 5♥ shows second round control 
in hearts but denies it in diamonds. 



♠ A K Q J 7 6 5 
♥ - 
♦ A Q 2 
♣ A K Q 

♠ 2 ♠ 4 
♥ A J 10 7 5 ♥ K 9 8 4 3 
♦ 10 6 3 ♦ J 9 8 4 
♣ J 8 6 3 ♣ 10 4 2 

♠ 10 9 8 3 
♥ Q 6 2 
♦ K 7 5 
♣ 9 7 5 

Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable 
 
West North East South 
 2♣ Pass 2♦ 
Pass 2♠ Pass 3♠ 
Pass 4♣ Pass 4♠ 
Pass 5♣ Pass 5♦ 
Pass 7♠ All Pass 
 
4♣ shows first round control in clubs. 4♠ denies first round control 
in diamonds or hearts. 5♣ shows second round control in clubs. 
5♦ shows second round control in diamonds. 

♠ 4 3 
♥ 10 7 5 3 
♦ J 8 4 
♣ 10 8 6 3 

♠ K 5 2 ♠ A Q J 8 7 6 
♥ A Q J ♥ K 6 4 
♦ A 6 3 2 ♦ K Q 
♣ K 7 5 ♣ Q 4 

♠ 10 9 
♥ 9 8 2 
♦ 10 9 7 5 
♣ A J 9 2 

Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable 
 
West North East South 
  1♠ Pass 
2♦ Pass 3♠ Pass 
4NT Pass 5♦ Pass 
6♠ All Pass 
 
East’s 3♠ rebid shows a good six-card suit and a better than 
minimum opening bid. West can see the values for a slam and has 
to take the initiative. With first or second round control in every suit 
West has an obvious Blackwood bid. 
 

♠ 10 9 8 3 
♥ K 7 6 5 
♦ 4 
♣ 9 7 5 2 

♠ 4 ♠ 2 
♥ Q 8 4 3 2 ♥ A J 10 9 
♦ K 9 8 7 5 ♦ J 10 6 3 
♣ 10 4 ♣ J 8 6 3 

♠ A K Q J 7 6 5 
♥ - 
♦ A Q 2 
♣ A K Q 

Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable 
 
West North East South 
   2♣ 
Pass 2♦ Pass 2♠ 
Pass 3♠ Pass 4♣ 
Pass 4♠ Pass 5♣ 
Pass 5♦ Pass 7♠ 
All Pass 
 
4♣ shows first round control in clubs. 4♠ denies first round control 
in diamonds or hearts. 5♣ shows second round control in clubs. 
5♦ shows second round control in diamonds. 

♠ 4 
♥ 8 4 3 2 
♦ 9 8 7 5 
♣ A Q 10 4 

♠ A K Q J 7 6 5 ♠ 10 9 8 3 
♥ A K Q ♥ 7 6 5 
♦ K Q 2 ♦ A 4 
♣ - ♣ 9 7 5 2 

♠ 2 
♥ J 10 9 
♦ J 10 6 3 
♣ K J 8 6 3 

Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all 
 
West North East South 
2♣ Pass 2♦ Pass 
2♠ Pass 3♠ Pass 
4♣ Pass 4♦ Pass 
7♠ All Pass 
 
4♣ shows first round control in clubs, the ♣A or a club void. 
4♦ shows first round control in diamonds. 

 


