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W
h
a
t sh

ould
 y

ou le
a
d
?
 

 T
h
e lead

 of th
e singleton spad

e leaps instantly to m
ind

, and
 no oth

er plan suggests 

itself at all.  W
h
at’s m

ore, partner w
ill h

ave som
e points in th

is h
and

, prob
ab

ly at least 

10
.  T

h
at m

eans th
ere’s a ch

ance h
e can w

in a trick in tim
e to give you a ruff.  G

o for it.  

T
h
is is th

e tim
e to lead

 a singleton. Y
ou h

it th
e
 jackpot.  Partner h

as th
e spad

e ace
.  

H
e’s read

y to give you your ruff.  Partner lead
s th

e ♠3
.  T

h
is, too, is a suit preference 

signal.  It tells you to le
ad

 th
e low

er of th
e
 oth

er tw
o sid

e suits.  It te
lls you to lead

 

b
ack a club

.  T
h
anks to your d

esperation, partner’s aces, and
 a suit preference signal, 

d
eclarer is d

ow
n b

efore h
e even gets started

. 
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W
h
a
t sh

ould
 y

ou le
a
d
?
 

It’s true th
at club

s in an unb
id

 suit.  B
ut w

h
at d

o you ex
pect partner to h

old
?  Partner 

w
ill h

ave no m
ore th

an 4
 points.  It isn’t likely th

at h
e can get in to give you a ruff.  

Y
our b

est ch
ance is to attack in d

iam
ond

s. T
h
e d

iam
ond

 lead
 find

s its m
ark.  Y

ou w
ill 

return d
iam

ond
s w

h
en you w

in th
e ace of spad

es, and
 th

en cash
 a d

iam
ond

 w
h
en you w

in 

th
e ace of h

earts.  A
s luck h

as it, partner w
ill eventually w

in th
e club

 queen, d
ow

n one
. 

If you h
ad

 lead
 th

e singleton club
, N

orth
 w

ould
 m

ake h
is contract.  N

orth
, w

h
o know

s 

th
e rule of eleven, w

ill let th
e
 lead

 com
e into h

is h
and

.  W
h
en W

est sh
ow

s th
e 10

, 

N
orth

 know
s th

at th
e 6

 w
as not fourth

 b
est.  W

as it from
 th

e Q
 8

 6
?  If so, a club

 

finesse w
ill allow

 N
orth

 to avoid
 a club

 loser.  S
o N

orth
 sets ab

out d
raw

ing trum
ps.  

W
h
en you takes your ace righ

t aw
ay, d

eclarer th
row

s d
um

m
y’s king und

erneath
 it, so h

e 

can w
in th

e last round
 of trum

ps in h
is h

and
 to try th

e club
 finesse.  W

est gets out 

w
ith

 th
e queen of d

iam
ond

s, w
h
ich

 d
eclarer rid

es to h
is h

and
.  H

e lead
s to th

e queen of 

spad
es, and

 th
en h

e plays anoth
er round

 of trum
p b

ack to h
is h

and
.   N

ow
 w

h
en N

orth
 

lead
s a sm

all club
 tow

ard
 d

um
m

y’s A
 J

, all b
ecom

es clear.  N
orth

 puts up d
um

m
y’s ace 

and
 plays a sm

all club
 tow

ard
 h

is 9
.  W

est gets h
is queen, b

ut d
um

m
y’s jack is now

 good
, 

and
 d

eclarer w
ill th

row
 h

is losing d
iam

ond
 aw

ay on it. 
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Pa
rtne

r le
a
d
s th

e
 
♥
K
. H

ow
 sh

ould
 y

ou d
e
fe

nd
?
 

 

Y
our partner opens th

e b
id

d
ing 2

 h
earts, b

ut th
e opponents proceed

 to spad
es. Partner 

lead
s th

e king of h
earts.  H

ow
 sh

ould
 you d

efe
nd

? Y
ou can count th

ree w
inners.  Y

ou 

w
ill w

in tw
o h

eart tricks and
 th

e ace
 of trum

p.  F
orget club

s and
 d

iam
ond

s.  If d
eclarer 

d
oesn’t h

ave one of th
e
 kings, h

e w
ill finesse your partner out of it.  T

h
e only oth

er 

possib
le trick for th

e d
efence is a trum

p trick b
y partner.  It’s unlikely h

e h
as th

e king, 

and
 it’s a longsh

ot, perh
aps, th

at h
e
 w

ill h
ave th

e queen, b
ut w

h
at if h

e h
ad

 th
ree 

trum
ps to th

e jack?  Is th
ere any w

ay it could
 b

e prom
oted

?  R
em

em
b
er, w

h
enever th

e 

d
efence seem

s to b
e out of tricks, th

ink ab
out a possib

le trum
p prom

otion.  W
ell th

ere 

is a w
ay to prom

ote th
e
 jack.  C

an you see it? 

T
h
e answ

er is sim
ple and

 sh
ocking!  O

vertake partner’s king, and
 th

en return th
e suit.  

W
h
en h

e continues it again, ruff h
is good

 jack w
ith

 your ace of trum
ps!!  Partner’s jack 

of spad
es w

ill b
e prom

oted
! T

h
ink ab

out th
is one th

e nex
t one you form

 th
e opinion th

at 

you sh
ould

 never trum
p w

ith
 th

e ace! 
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