
A
ctive

 a
nd

 Pa
ssive

 le
a
d
s 

R
e
ca

p  

A
 passive

 le
ad

 h
as little

 or no risk
 attach

e
d
 to it. I

t m
e
ans playing safe and

 w
aiting for 

d
e
clare

r to go w
rong. 

A
n active

 le
ad

 is m
ore

 risk
y. I

t involve
s trying to m

ak
e
 or e

stab
lish

 trick
s and

 tak
ing 

som
e
 risks to d

o so. 

 G
e
ne

rally it is b
e
st, at pairs, to play a passive

 d
e
fe

nce
. T

ry not to give
 anyth

ing aw
ay. 

  W
h
e
n sh

ould
 you b

e
 passive

 in d
e
fe

nce
?  

U
sually 

I
f oppone

nts h
ave

 stum
b
le

d
 into gam

e
 

A
gainst a trum

p contract, if d
e
clare

r d
oe

s not h
ave

 a long suit 

A
gainst a G

rand
 S

lam
 

A
gainst 6

N
T

 

   W
h
e
n sh

ould
 you b

e
 active

 in d
e
fe

nce
? 

Pe
rh

aps if oppone
nts h

ave
 b

id
 gam

e
 ve

ry confid
e
ntly 

W
h
e
n th

e
 d

e
clare

r is trying to se
t up a long suit 

W
h
e
n th

e
re

 is a long suit in d
um

m
y or d

e
clare

r’s h
and

 

A
gainst a pre-e

m
pt 

A
gainst a sm

all slam
 in a suit contract 

    

T
ry not to op

e
n up a ne

w
 suit. 

R
e
m

e
m

b
e
r th

at A
ce

s are
 th

e
re

 to capture
 K

ings. 

E
g consid

e
r th

is suit layout. 

 
 

 
 

 
K
 T

 4
  

 
 

 
 

 
(d

um
m

y) 

A
 6

 5
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

J
 9

 8
 2

 

(you) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

(partner) 

 
 

 
 

 
Q

 7
 3

 

 
 

 
 

 
(d

e
clarer) 

F
rom

 your point of vie
w

 th
is is a froz

e
n suit. I

f partne
r le

ad
s th

e
 suit, th

e
n d

e
clare

r 

w
ill play sm

all, and
 you e

ith
e
r h

ave
 to go up w

ith
 th

e
 A

ce
, or le

t d
um

m
y w

in a trick
 w

ith
 

th
e
 te

n. E
ith

e
r w

ay, d
e
clarer w

ill w
in tw

o tricks in th
e
 suit. 

I
f you le

ad
 th

e
 suit, b

y le
ad

ing th
e
 A

ce
 it w

ill “b
e
at air” and

 d
e
clarer w

ill w
in tw

o tricks 

w
ith

 th
e
 K

ing and
 Q

ue
e
n. I

f you le
ad

 sm
all th

e
n d

e
clare

r can le
t th

e
 le

ad
 com

e
 round

 to 

h
is Q

ue
e
n and

 th
e
n le

ad
 late

r tow
ard

s th
e
 K

ing to m
ak

e
 a se

cond
 trick

 in th
e
 suit. 

I
f d

e
clare

r is le
ft to h

is ow
n d

e
vice

s, h
e
 sh

ould
 only tak

e
 one

 trick
 in th

e
 suit. I

f h
e
 

le
ad

s low
 from

 d
um

m
y tow

ard
s th

e
 Q

ue
e
n, you can w

in th
e
 Q

ue
e
n w

ith
 th

e
 A

ce
, and

 

partner’s J
ack

 w
ill e

nsure
 d

e
clarer only w

ins one
 trick

 in th
e
 suit. 

I
f d

e
clare

r le
ad

s low
 from

 h
and

, you M
U

S
T

 N
O

T
 go up w

ith
 th

e
 A

ce
, (re

m
e
m

b
e
r th

e
 

old
 w

h
ist rule

 – se
cond

 h
and

 plays low
), and

 th
e
n your A

ce
 w

ill e
ve

ntually b
e
at d

e
clare

r’s 

Q
ue

e
n. 

         



S
uppose

 you are
 W

est and
 you h

ave
 h

e
ard

 th
is b

id
d
ing: 

N
orth

        
E
a
st  

S
outh

 
 

W
e
st 

  1♦
  

 
Pa

ss  
  1♥

  
 

Pa
ss 

  3 ♥
  

 
Pa

ss  
  4♥

           A
ll Pa

ss 

Y
our h

and
 is:  

♠
 A

 Q
 T

 7
 5

 

 
 

 
♥
 A

 T
 6

 

 
 

 
♦
 9

 8
 6

 5
 

 
 

 
♣
 6

 

W
h
at sh

ould
 you le

ad
? 

I
n ge

ne
ral, it pays to b

e
 passive

, and
 prob

ab
ly a d

iam
ond

 w
ould

 h
ave

 b
e
e
n b

e
st. 

H
ow

e
ver, N

orth
 h

as b
id

 th
is suit and

 you m
ay b

e
 h

e
lping to se

t it up for d
e
clarer. A

 

spad
e
 le

ad
 is ve

ry d
ange

rous, and
 a h

e
art m

ay k
ill a se

cond
 trick

 for your sid
e
 if 

partner h
as an h

onour. Prob
ab

ly th
e
 single

ton club
 is b

e
st. A

t le
ast you can w

in th
e
 

first trum
p trick

 and
 try and

 put partne
r in to give

 you a ruff. D
um

m
y goe

s d
ow

n and
 

th
is is w

h
at you can se

e
: 

♠
 J

 

 
 

 
 

 
♥
 Q

 J
 8

 5
 

 
 

 
 

 
♦
 A

 Q
 J

 T
 4

 

 
 

 
 

 
♣
 K

 Q
 2

 

♠
 A

 Q
 T

 7
 5

               (d
um

m
y
) 

♥
 A

 T
 6

 

♦
 9

 8
 6

 5
 

♣
 6

 

   

O
n th

e
 first trick

, d
e
clarer plays th

e
 Q

ue
e
n from

 d
um

m
y and

 partne
r follow

s w
ith

 th
e
 

th
re

e
. D

e
clare

r plays th
e
 five

 of h
e
arts from

 d
um

m
y, partne

r follow
s w

ith
 th

e
 four, 

and
 you w

in d
e
clarer’s K

ing w
ith

 your A
ce

. W
h
at d

o you play now
? 

I
t se

e
m

s lik
e
 a d

iam
ond

 is b
e
st, h

oping th
at d

e
clarer w

ill tak
e
 th

e
 fine

sse
 and

 allow
 

partner to w
in. Partne

r can th
e
n give

 us a spad
e
 ruff, and

 w
e
 can cash

 th
e
 A

ce
 of 

spad
e
s for th

e
 se

tting trick
. 

H
ow

e
ver, w

h
e
n you le

ad
 a d

iam
ond

, d
e
clare

r h
ops up w

ith
 th

e
 A

ce
 and

 d
raw

s trum
ps. 

Y
e
s, partne

r w
ins a trick

 w
ith

 th
e
 K

ing of d
iam

ond
s, and

 d
e
clare

r h
as to lose

 a spad
e
, 

b
ut d

e
clarer m

ak
e
s h

is contract. 

W
h
at if you le

ad
 th

e
 A

ce
 of spad

e
s inste

ad
? T

h
at is no good

 b
e
cause

 it d
oe

s not ge
t 

partner in to give
 you a ruff. 

W
e
 h

ave
 le

arne
d
 to N

E
V

E
R

, E
V

E
R

 U
N

D
E

R
L
E

A
D

 A
N

 A
C

E
 against a suit contract. 

W
e
ll…

…
…

…
…

..circum
stance

s alte
r case

s!! 

H
e
re

 you m
ust le

ad
 th

e
 five

 of spad
e
s in th

e
 h

ope
 th

at partne
r h

as th
e
 K

ing. I
f h

e
 h

as 

h
e
 w

ill w
in it and

 give
 you a club

 ruff. T
h
e
n e

ve
ntually partne

r w
ill w

in th
e
 K

ing of 

d
iam

ond
s to se

t th
e
 contract b

y one
 trick

. 

T
h
e
 full h

and
:  

 
 

♠
 J

 

 
 

 
 

 
♥
 Q

 J
 8

 5
 

 
 

 
 

 
♦
 A

 Q
 J

 T
 4

 

 
 

 
 

 
♣
 K

 Q
 2

 

♠
 A

 Q
 T

 7
 5

               (d
um

m
y
) 

 
 

♠ K
 9

 6
 3

 2
 

♥
 A

 T
 6

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

♥
 7

 4
 

♦
 9

 8
 6

 5
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

♦
 K
 7

 

♣
 6

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
♣

 T
 8

 4
 3

 

 
 

 
 

 
♠
 8

 4
 

 
 

 
 

 
♥
 K

 9
 3

 2
 

 
 

 
 

 
♦
 3

 2
 

 
 

 
 

 
♣
 A

 J
 9

 7
 5

  

T
h
is is m

ore
 of a te

am
s/rub

b
e
r b

rid
ge

 d
e
fe

nce
 as th

e
 spad

e
 und

e
rle

ad
 m

ay conce
d
e
 an 

ove
rtrick…

.b
ut it’s th

e
 only d

e
fe

nce
 th

at can d
e
fe

at th
e
 gam

e
! 


