
HB17 Fourth Suit Forcing 
♠ 8 

♥ A Q 10 6 5 

♦ 9 8 4 

♣ A Q 3 2 

♠ 10 9 3 2 ♠ Q J 4 

♥ 8 4 2 ♥ K 9 7 

♦ A J 7 6 3 ♦ Q 5 

♣ K ♣ J 10 7 6 4 

♠ A K 7 6 5 

♥ J 3 

♦ K 10 2 

♣ 9 8 5 

Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all 
 

West North East South 

 1♥ Pass 1♠ 

Pass 2♣ Pass 2NT 
All Pass 
 

Opening 1♥ and rebidding 2♣ guarantees 5 hearts. 2NT 
shows 10-12 points and a diamond stopper. South has no 

need to use the fourth suit (2♦) because he has a perfectly 
good natural bid available. 

♠ 9 7 5 3 2 

♥ 9 7 

♦ 2 

♣ K Q 9 8 7 

♠ A 8 ♠ K Q J 10 6 

♥ A 3 2 ♥ K Q J 5 4 

♦ K Q 9 4 3 ♦ A 6 

♣ 6 5 4 ♣ 2 

♠ 4 

♥ 10 8 6 

♦ J 10 8 7 5 

♣ A J 10 3 

Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable 
 

West North East South 

  1♠ Pass 

2♦ Pass 2♥ Pass 

3♣ Pass 3♥ Pass 

4♥ Pass 4NT Pass 

5♥ Pass 6♥ All Pass 
 

Opening 1♠ and rebidding 2♥ guarantees 5 spades and 4 

hearts. 3♣ is fourth suit forcing, game forcing because the 

fourth suit was bid at the three level. 3♥ shows a fifth heart 
which West is happy to support. Blackwood allows East to bid 
an easy slam. 

♠ A K 7 6 5 

♥ J 3 

♦ 10 3 2 

♣ K 9 8 

♠ Q J 4 ♠ 10 9 3 2 

♥ K 10 7 ♥ 8 4 

♦ Q 5 4 ♦ A K J 7 6 

♣ Q 10 7 6 ♣ 5 4 

♠ 8 

♥ A Q 9 6 5 2 

♦ 9 8 

♣ A J 3 2 

Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable 
 

West North East South 

   1♥ 

Pass 1♠ Pass 2♣ 

Pass 2♦ Pass 2♥ 
All Pass 
 

Opening 1♥ and rebidding 2♣ guarantees 5 hearts. 2♦ is 
fourth suit forcing. It shows at least invitational values (10+) 

but might be a lot stronger. 2♥ shows a minimum opening 
and suggests a sixth heart (though sometimes South may 

have no choice but to continue with 2♥ with a 5-card suit). 
 

♠  Q10 4 3 

♥ 10 9 8 4 

♦ 10 9 6 5 

♣ 7 

♠ K 8 7 ♠ 9 5 2 

♥ A Q J 2 ♥ K 7 6 

♦ J ♦ A Q 7 3 2 

♣ K Q 9 8 6 ♣ A 2 

♠ A J 6 

♥ 5 3 

♦ K 8 4 

♣ J 10 5 4 3 

Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable 
 

West North East South 

1♣ Pass 1♦ Pass 

1♥ Pass 2♠ Pass 
3NT All Pass 
 

Opening 1♣ and rebidding 1♥ suggests 5 clubs and 4 hearts 
(though opener could be 4-4-1-4 with a singleton diamond). 

2♠ is fourth suit forcing. It shows at least invitational values 
(10+) but might be a lot stronger. West has a spade stopper 
and better than minimum opening, hence 3NT. 



♠ A K 7 6 5 

♥ J 3 

♦ T 3 2 

♣ K 9 8 

♠ J 4 ♠ 9 3 2 

♥ K T 7 2 ♥ 8 4 

♦ Q 5 4 ♦ A K J 8 7 6 

♣ T 7 6 2 ♣ 5 4 

♠ Q T 8 

♥ A Q 9 6 5 

♦ 9 

♣ A Q J 3 

Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable 
 

West North East South 

 1♠ Pass 2♥ 

Pass 2♠ Pass 4♠ 
All Pass 
 

North just has the values for an opening bid, justified by the 
quality of the spade suit. When North rebids Two Spades, 
there is no need for South to use Fourth Suit Forcing. The 
eight spade fit has been identified, and South should jump 
straight to game.  

♠ Q 10 9 3 2 

♥ 8 4 

♦ A J 7 6 

♣ Q J 

♠ A K 7 6 5 ♠ 8 

♥ J 3 ♥ A Q 9 6 5 

♦ 10 3 2 ♦ K 9 8 

♣ K 10 7 ♣ A 5 4 3 

♠ J 4 

♥ K 10 7 2 

♦ Q 5 4 

♣ 9 8 6 2 

Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable 
 

West North East South 

  1♥ Pass 

1♠ Pass 2♣ Pass 

2♦ Pass 2NT All Pass 
 

Opening 1♥ and rebidding 2♣ guarantees 5 hearts. 2♦ is 
fourth suit forcing. It shows at least invitational values (10+) 
but might be a lot stronger. 2NT shows a minimum opening 
with a diamond stopper. East is not worried about his spade 
weakness because West has bid spades. 

♠ 4 2 

♥ A 3 

♦ K 9 4 

♣ A K Q 9 8 7 

♠ K 9 3 ♠ J 10 7 

♥ K 9 7 4 2 ♥ Q J 10 8 

♦ J 10 6 ♦ 5 3 2 

♣ 4 3 ♣ 10 6 5 

♠ A Q 8 6 5 

♥ 6 5 

♦ A Q 8 7 

♣ J 2 

Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable 
 

West North East South 

   1♠ 

Pass 2♣ Pass 2♦ 

Pass 2♥ Pass 2♠ 

Pass 3♣ Pass 4♣ 

Pass 4NT Pass 5♥ 

Pass 6♣ All Pass 
 

Opening 1♠ and rebidding 2♦ guarantees 5 spades and 4 

diamonds. 2♥ is fourth suit forcing. South has little choice but 

to bid 2♠. 3♣ is game forcing (North had bid 2♥ which was 
initially only forcing for only one round but when he bids on 
the auction becomes game forcing). Hearing that North has 
excellent clubs, South is happy to give support, leading to the 
good slam. 

♠ 7 4 

♥ 10 8 7 

♦ Q 8 5 4 

♣ 8 6 5 2 

♠ 8 2 ♠ A K J 6 5 

♥ A Q 9 6 5 ♥ J 3 

♦ 9 ♦ 10 3 2 

♣ A Q 9 4 3 ♣ K J 10 

♠ Q 10 9 3 

♥ K 4 2 

♦ A K J 7 6 

♣ 7 

Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all 
 

West North East South 

1♥ Pass 1♠ Pass 

2♣ Pass 2♦ Pass 

3♣ Pass 5♣ All Pass 
 

Opening 1♥ and rebidding 2♣ guarantees 5 hearts. 2♦ is 
fourth suit forcing. It shows at least invitational values (10+) 

but might be a lot stronger. 3♣ shows a fifth club: at least 5-5 

shape in hearts and clubs. 3♣ can be passed but East 
decides to try game in clubs. 
 

 


