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By Nell Michael i · , 
Chief Reporter . , >, ƒ 

AN IRISH .person-is among 
32.pensioners arrested by. 
Thai police after an evening 
spent prayingbriage:"1" 
"Thai authorities ' claim" the" 
group of pensioners, who meet ; 
regularly-in the-resort of PatŤ • 
taya, were-breaking the läwr̂ y v-ħ 
gambling for money, ^ -
i. Membersîof .the bridge -club tried ' · 
to explain^hat'theymere playing ? 

iĮastėd^j aüeä and'ėaBh-hadįtopay ~ Δ 
3,000-Bäht; (€125) bäü before-being -
released. 
&AccprtllngtoJ.'ocál:newspapeŕTe-.. 
ports, some 50 soldiers,•••police and· 
officials 'burst into.a rented room. . 
»bove -Alto!s -RestáúMihtíand Bar t 

raúbjanèets .there «three tipies a' . 

Ban on owning more 
ifñthali 120 cards ï 
syeek ahdüsa favouŕite haunt for 
mostly British ex-pàtriates who live 
ļn<the;Thai resort. ·• » 
Γ At the time of thé '.raid', there 
were eight tables filled with play­
ers, made up. of .26 men and .six 
Jörnen. -
t'lt has been reported that among 
the items seized were a results 
book, numerous decks of cards and 
a number of computers. , ;r ī . · 
f· Those playing bridge were ques­
tioned before being arrested and 
|aken .to Pattaya Police Station, ' 
phere they were held in custody for 
nfore than 11 hours.· < "?ŕ -
f The players included an 84-year-
old Dutch woman, at .least one 
player from Scandinavia and a 
player from Ireland. 
: Police Colonel Sukathàt Pumpan-
inuang, superintendent of Pattaya 
Police Station, said the law enforce­
ment agents were acting on a tip 
that illegal gambling was taking 
place there. 
^Although police eventually ac­
cepted they had not been playing 
for cash, other laws appeared to 
have been broken. • 
į Section 8 of the Playing Cards Act 
öfl935, whichprohibits any one in-

Rudely Interrupted: The expat pensioners concentrate on thelr-game before the officers barge In 
dividual from possessing more.than Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-öcha,1 play'brlägé'foŕ-ono'neý. It wás all 
120 cards at any one timē;-,s'V^ έ·3ΐ -bęgań acrackdown:on¡gambling, 1 quite absurd.' į -, feį fi» » 

In addition, it was reported that' especially at illegal casinos, after ™°'nhoi 
action -was also taken over the fact . taking power as part of a .broader 
that the playing cards the players ,anti-corruption campaign... · 
were using did not carry an official . Last night, the Jómtien-ánd Pat- ; 
government seal on the card boxeś. taya Bridge Club was'temporarily 

The cardplayers' plight was esised closed'. A message .on4ts website 
after the president of the Contract -read, 'Whilst we get a new licence to 
Bridge League of Thailand, Chod- ŕ. Λ •·· • -• • v ;:я · 
choy Sophonpānlch - a civic activ­
ist who is a member of Thailand's 
went to Pattaya yesterday mori 
to advise police that bridge was 
treated under the law as a sport 

'Bridge players don't 
like to be disturbed' 

• rather than gambling. . have cards on the premises. All 
'Police know that bridge is a sport problems have been solved with 

because a similar case happened understanding by the authorities'. ' 
, but this time it was militaiy Among those in the club were before. 

-,and; district officials who initiated former British, honorary consul 
the raid and they probably didn't Bany Kenyon, who said; 'It was an : 

. Chaiyut Assanaiyarat, ordeal for our oldęr members, í know,' said : 
the bridge league's manager ' 

The chief of Thailand's junta, 
, some 

of whom are over'80 years old. We 
had done nothing illegal We do not 

The Thai gövenimentíhas ordereid 
a-cŕáckdown on : _ 
and officers in 'sin city' "! 
more used to tackling prostitution, 
drugs and gangsters - apparently 
received a tip-off abouti 'regular 
gathering of foreign nationals with 
packs of cards' above Alto's 
Restaurant and Bar. The ċlub has 
been meeting there three afternoons 
a week since beingfounded in.1994 · 
.Chairman Jeremy Watson, 77, an 

Englishman who worked as an ac­
countant inthe Far East before re­
tiring to Pattaya à few years ago, 
said: 'There were about 50 police, 
soldiers and internalministry offi­
cials, with guns and handcuffed 

'We ignored them. Bridge players 
don't 'like to be interrupted half­
way through, ' especially if they are 
doing well.' 
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