
What are           SWISS PAIRS    &    SWISS TEAMS  

Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams are played in several rounds, typically from five to ten, where in 

each round you play a match typically between 5 and 8 boards against another pair or team and 

depending on the scores on the boards played you and your opponents share 20 victory points (VP). 

The opponents in the first round are usually chosen at random, but after that the Swiss element 

comes in - for later rounds you are matched against opponents close to you in the ranking list. Now 

you play another match and carry on for as many matches as there are in the tournament, moving up 

or down the field at the end of each round. The better you do the tougher your opponents should be. 

Normally you can only play against another pair or team once so even if you are leading the field 

you cannot play against the pair lying second if you have played them before. You will be drawn 

against the closest contestant you haven't previously played. 

The ranking/result at the end of the tournament is determined by VPs gained not matches won.   

In Swiss Pairs the result of each match is determined from the match points obtained on each board 

when your score is compared with all the other scores as in a normal pairs event. In clubs Swiss Pairs 

is normally played as 5 x Five board rounds in one evening and relies on Duplimated boards and 

Computerised scoring, to enable scoring and assignments to be done without delay. 

In Swiss Teams the result of each match is determined by comparing your result on each board with 

the result your partners got playing the same board. The difference in scores is converted to IMPS 

(International Match Points)  in the same way as in league teams using the table on your  scorecard. 

In clubs the normal arrangement is 6 x Eight board rounds played over two sessions. For whole day 

events it may be 6 x Eight board or 7 x Seven board matches.  Duplimated boards and computer 

scoring are not essential but are often used. 

Each match is played for 20 Victory Points.  20 VPs are shared between you and your opponents, 

according to a VP scale, so you might win a match 20-0 or 14-6, draw it 10-10 or lose it 1-19. 

The Swiss Pair scale is based on the percentage of possible match points you gain as below.    

The Swiss Team scale converts to VPs from IMPs depending on on the number of boards played. 

          VP Scale for the Swiss Pairs Matches                VP Scale for Swiss Teams Matches 

The % of available match points is the score you would 
have got playing ordinary pairs                                               
 

% of available 
match points 

VPs 
% of available 
match points 

VPs 

Upto 50.65 10 - 10 59.64 16 -  4 

51.98 11 -  9 61.75 17 -  3 

53.33 12 -  8 64.40 18 -  2 

54.74 13 -  7 68.35 19 -  1 

56.23 14 -  6 Above 68.35 20 -  0 

57.83 15 -  5   

  

SWISS 
 

BOARDS per match 

TEAMS   8 7 5 

VP   IMP IMP IMP 

10  _  10   0 – 0 0 – 0 0 – 0 

11  _   9   1 – 3 1 – 2 1 – 2 

12   _  8   4 – 6 3 – 5 3 – 4 

13  _   7   7 – 9 6 – 8 5 – 6 

14  _   6   10 – 12 9 – 11 7 – 9 

15  _   5   13 – 16 12 – 14 10 – 12 

16  _   4   17 – 20 15 – 18 13 – 15 

17  _   3   21 – 25 19 – 23 16 – 19 

18   _  2   26 – 30 24 – 28 20 – 24 

19  _   1   31 – 38 29 – 35 25 – 30 

20  _  0   39+ 36+ 31+ 

 


