How often to do bid when you have no high-card {soat all ? Surprisingly, there are quite a few
situations you can find yourself in when you eithave to bid, or might want to bid.

The first hand (from Shoreham, December) offersibilgies if partner opens the bidding. At the
table, the player Passed his partner's openingldtlTexplaining "I couldn't bid anything because |
didn't have any points" :

462
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#8653

1) Partner opens 1NT. Your hand is unlikely to wisingle trick in no-trumps but you are sure to win
a few with hearts as trumps, so it's clear you waplay in Two Hearts rather than INT. Respond
Two Hearts, or a transfer bid of Two Diamonds.

2) Partner opens One Heart. Whether the next higisdob Passes, you'd want to support hearts at
some level and might jump to Four Hearts right awéyu hope that partner will make it, or else your
preemptive jump will cause the opponents to doattang thing, bidding on when they shouldn't or
vice versa.

3) Partner opens Three Clubs. You can be certairtlte opponents have a game (or slam) contract
somewhere. Depending on the vulnerability, you mnfghl like jumping to Five Clubs or even Six
Clubs to make things harder for the opponentspks raise to Four Clubs might work out better.
You hope to persuade them to subside in a gameacbmather than allow them a lucky guess at the
slam level.

North took the opportunity to get involved on trent below, also from Shoreham in December :
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E/W were vulnerable. South opened One Spade antlDéebled. Despite having no high cards,
North decided to raise to Two Spades. East jumpéatir Hearts and South, at the favourable
vulnerability, bid Four Spades. West was confidgriteating this contract but not sure about making
eleven tricks in hearts, so West Doubled. Soutistied two down but minus 300 was a good score
because E/W had an easy game available in headsn(@lubs and in no-trumps !)

Responding to partner's conventional bid, oftetxang 2 opening bid or a conventional overcall, can
also mean having to bid with no points :



1) Partner opens a strong 2 opening bid. For sdayers, the 'eight playing trick' definition can be
interpreted by partner as meaning "l can Pasgafgot nothing." Unfortunately, it can be hard to
know what "nothing" is. For example, if partner nopdwo Spades and you have this hand :
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- you don't want to Pass with this "nothing" hand &nd partner has opened Two Spades with this :
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Four Hearts is a great contract and Four Spadest isad either. It's better to make the opening bid
forcing for at least one round of bidding. Thisagwpartner the chance to bid a second suit if Be ha
one.

2) Partner makes a conventional overcall. One Heagpened on your left and partner overcalls an
Unusual 2NT (showing both minor suits). The nextchasses and you are looking at this hand :
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You didn't expect your first bid with this handlde Three Diamonds but that is what it has to be. It
was my last bid of 2011 !

Best of luck with your bridge in the New Year.



