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President’s Message District 23 
Rank Changes

12/1/07-12/31/07
Junior Master (5 points)

Henry Ralph Abouaf
Judi Friedlander

Thor Myhre
Retha Ott

John Tickner
Eiko Toshima

Patricia Turner-Quigley
Peter Woodruff

Club Master (20 MPs)
Johnny Arceri

Zeme Christopulos
Morton Crair
Gerald David
Willie Grieb

Dennis Hollingworth
Krystyna Hollingworth

Carolyn Mitchell
Barbara Shaffer
Jeanne Sherwin

Sectional Master (50 MPs)
Joan Feldman
Joseph Friscia

Dolly Messick Weiner
Herbert Schneider

Nancy Stimson
Charlotte Zuckerman

Regional Master (100 MPs)
Anne Andres  June Boyd

Michael Daley  Midge Dunagan
Jill Goodman  Serena Guo

Martin Hurwitz  Sally Karbelnig
Joan Klein  Lonnie Leeds

Beebe Moorhead  Sue Ann Simon
Harriet Ruderman 

NABC Master (200 MPs)
Mimi David

Harold Goodman
Larry Gordon
Thomas Jones

Doris Richardson
Regis Smith

Richard Wiggins

Life Master(300 MPs)
Russell Buker

George Lewis Jr
Carol McKay

Dennis Schmitz
Craig Sherwood

Bronze Life Master (500 MPs)
Lynne Bronner

Silver Life Master (1000 MPs)
Robert Carroll    Sandra Carroll
M Futterman    Arlene Johnson

Matt Chiwo Leung

Gold Life Master (2500 MPs)
Steven Yaffe

Platnium Life Master (10,000 MPs)
Steve Mager
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Inside This 
Issue

by Bill Schreiber
ALACBU President

	 	 There are many 
items to talk about 
this month.

	 	 First, the 
Internet site for 
partnerships is open 
for use, and not just 

for the regionals.  The provider, HiPard.
com, has allowed us to use it for all of our 
sectional tournaments as well.  There is a 
link to it at our website, www.acbldistrict23.
org. 
	 Membership continues to fall. Our 
district lost 2.66% of its members since 
December 31 of 2006.  We now stand at 
3,510 members. Kudos to the Antelope 
Valley Unit, which showed an increase of 
4%.  The ACBL showed a net overall gain 
of .4% to 155,921.  I attended the AV Unit 
game and board meeting and was very 
impressed with their new facility, with 
more positive changes to come. We have to 
get more and younger members if we are to 
avoid further reduction of our units, down 
to 9 at this time.
	 The Fall Regional, while an artistic 
success, with many compliments on the 
location and very few complaints, was not 
a financial success. We lost a significant 
amount of money. The table count increased 
by approximately 70 tables over the last one 
held near LAX, bringing us to 933 tables.  
We need to generate more attendance 
(another 70+ tables would be nice) and 
we need to have more people spend more 
nights at Pacific Palms, where the bridge 
rate is reasonable ($119 per night) and the 
facilities are great.

Partnership Site 
Ready For Use

Highlights of SF Board Meeting
by Rand Pinsky
District Director

	 I will use this month’s column to finish highlighting some of the 
board’s actions in San Francisco.  
	 Readmission of Expelled Members. The board passed a 
regulation that under no circumstances will the board hear a request 
for readmission before five years from the date of expulsion or 
resignation to avoid possible disciplinary actions, provided that 
under no circumstances will the Board hear a request for readmission 

in regards to a second expulsion or resignation.  
	 Should the Board decide to hear a request, the following guidelines shall be used 
in considering possible readmission: (1) Admission of Guilt, (2) Appropriate written 
apology, and (3) Support for readmission from the player’s local bridge organization(s).  
This request for relief shall be made no more frequently than every three years.
	 Life Master Committee.  The Board has requested the ACBL President to establish 
a committee to study the requirements for becoming a Life Master and other ranks.  (I 
know that this topic always produces many comments, so if you have one, please email 
me at pinsky4bridge@earthlink.net  I have been appointed to this committee so I can pass 
your comments on to the Committee first hand.)
	 CEO Review Committee. Jay Baum, our present CEO received a new three year 
contract.  One of the reasons for the length of term is to provide for stability of the 
organization for the possible move of ACBL headquarters in the next few years.
	 Board Operations. The board revised some of its policies pertaining to the board.  
	 We  first voted to discontinue the policy of reimbursing board members for one 
companion transportation cost per year and increased the Board stipend to $1000 three 
times a year (from $750) to reflect travel to District and Unit events, telephone expenses, 
mailing, and miscellaneous office expenses connected with the office of District Director, 
and Chairman of the Board of Governors.  The board also approved a policy regarding 
Board Management Communications.

IT IS A DIFFERENT VIEW FROM DUMMY

	 Dan Morris, 2008 ACBL President has announced committee appointments for 
the upcoming year.  I requested that I be appointed to different committees from last 
year so I can continue to learn first hand the mechanics of each committee.  For this 
year, I will be sitting on the Audit Committee, CEO Review Committee, Conditions of 
Contest Committee, Governance, Grand National Teams Credentials, and the  Lifemaster 
Requirement Committee.  I was also appointed to a sub committee to review the ACBL 
Board of Directors Behavioral Code.  
	 Finally this past month, I had an opportunity to attend the grand opening of the 
new Antelope Valley Bridge Club along with our president, Bill.  They have moved into a 
new space as part of a senior community.  As part of the ceremony, I was able to present 
to the AV Committee on Ageing their ACBL charity grant.  However, the game did not 
proceed as planned as the Husbands (Bill and I) lost by a few matchpoints to the Wives 
(Diana and Kathy).  Congratulations Ladies!!

Non-Life Master Drury Bids Seminar

	 There will be a special non-life master seminar at the LA Spring Regional this 
March. On March 24 from 4-6 pm in the Pacific Palms Ballroom, Teri Atkinson will 
teach a lesson on Drury bids. A light supper will be served after the lesson. To sign up 
contact Jan Wickersham via phone at  626-355-2666 or via email at 
janwickersham@verizon.net. There will also be a 299er game starting at 7:30 pm. 

NAOP Finals
by Mike Marcucci District 23 NAOP Coordinator

	 On 5 January, we held the Finals of the North American Pairs competition at the 
Arcadia Elk’s Club.  After an afternoon of keen bidding and play, our winners for the 
Detroit NABC game emerged.  The A Flight winners were Viktor Anikovich and Guy 
Green, who were consistently strong all day.  Mike Shuman and Jeff Goldsmith were 
2nd, based on a strong 2nd session. Peter Benjamin and Gene Freed were 3rd, out of 
14 pairs.  For the B Flight, Joe Thomas and Joyce Nagasaki led all the way.  Brian 
Reynolds and Samantha Macdouglas were 2nd, propelled along by a 61% 1st session.  
And placing 3rd, of the 12 pairs, were Roger Lee and Sean Lui.   For the C Flight, 
we again had winners who led all the way, thanks to a 70% 1st session.  Guess Zheng 
Zhang and Hsi-Chun Liu don’t need much coffee to get their game rolling.  2nd place 
went to Tamra Boyd and Regis Smith, who vaulted up many places with a 69% 2nd 
session.  And 3rd place, which comes with an invitation to play in the NABC game, 
went to Aaron Craig and Ron Birnbaum.
	 Detroit will be a return trip for several of our winners.  Joe and Joyce played 
in Reno in 98; Brian and Samantha were in Dallas in 06; Pete Benjamin played in 
Vancouver in 99 and Cincinnati in 86;  Guy played in Pittsburg in 05 and Reno in 04; 
and Aaron was in Kansas City in 01, Philly in 03 and Dallas in 06 (all with different 

Announcements
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ADVERTISEMENT

Estate Planning Corner by Jordan Chodorow

	 The family limited partnership (or family limited liability 
company) is a widely used estate planning vehicle to reduce 
transfer taxes when a good business purpose for the FLP also 
exists.  Business interests or other assets, such as a portfolio 
of securities, are transferred by father and mother to the 
FLP in exchange for the 1% general partner interest and the 
99% limited partner interests. The limited partner interests 
are then transferred to children or trusts for their benefit by 
gift or sale.  The value of a limited partner interest is worth 
much less than the proportional share of the assets of the 
partnership allocable to such interest, due to lack of control 
over the assets and the lack of a market for the limited 
partnership interest. Thus, a $1,000,000 portfolio, $990,000 

of the value of which is allocable to the limited interests, could be worth only 60% of 
that sum to a third-party buyer of the limited interests as he has no real “call” on the 
FLP’s assets.  An appraisal is desirable to establish that discounted value.  The gift to 
the children will be reduced by the amount of the discount ultimately allowed.
     The IRS has challenged a large number of FLPs, with success in many cases.  The 
arguments the IRS has used most successfully to disregard the FLP and include its 
assets in father’s and mother’s taxable estates are that (1) the creation of the FLP and 
the transfer transactions with the children were not at arm’s length (e.g., deathbed 
transactions); (2) that the partnership was not operated consistently with its governing 
documents and purposes (e.g., the distributions from the partnership didn’t follow the 
partnership agreement); or (3) that father and mother retained control or the right to 
income from the partnership (e.g., a residence was transferred to the FLP and father 
and mother continued to live in it rent-free).
     After an FLP has been in existence for a few years, its history and operation should 
be carefully and objectively reviewed to determine if corrective action is needed to 
comply with the court rulings that now provide guidance in this area.

Jordan Chodorow   310-445-7641
De Castro, West, Chodorow, Glickfeld & Nass, Inc.
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Dear Editor:
 
	 I am writing at the conclusion of 
yet another Western Conference STaC 
to express my humble opinion that these 
STaCs do not give the paying bridge players 
of our district good value for money. 
 	 The WC STaCs, which have ballooned 
to three per year, include participating 
clubs in sixteen U.S. states (Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oregon, Texas, Utah and Washington) and 
two Canadian provinces (British Columbia 
and Saskatchewan). 
 	 As an example at random, consider 
the scores from the Friday afternoon of this 
most recent WC STaC.   Two pairs from 
West Los Angeles clubs finished in the 
Top 25 overall.  Priscilla Blakely and Shuli 
Katz, who posted an impressive 66.32% 
game, received 1.75 masterpoints.   Mary 
Jane Farell and Fred Mautner, whose  big 
67.67% game put them tenth across the 
Western U.S. and Canada, received all 
of 2.22 points, whereas a  comparable 
score in a district-wide STAC might earn 

them five or six times as many.   Another 
West L.A. pair finished sixteenth in C and 
received a whopping 1.23 points.  And for 
this, every player in every participating 
club pays an extra $1 to $2 every session 
for a week, three weeks a year.
 
	 I don’t play bridge for the masterpoints 
(and lord knows Mary Jane isn’t hurting for 
points!), nor does the extra $2 impact my 
decision whether to play.  But we all know 
players who can’t travel to tournaments 
but would like to earn silver points, and 
we all have bridge-playing friends for 
whom every dollar counts.  For them, these 
payouts are offensively low.  For the rest of 
us, they are merely laughable.
 	 I invite  you to visit the Western 
Conference’s website, 
www.thewesternconference.com to see that 
this example is not anomalous.  You’ll also 
find articles by Conference administrators 
crowing almost giddily about the money 
these STaCs bring in.   I write only to ask 
readers whether they feel it is money well 
spent.
 

Jordan Chodorow

    Unit 547    VenturaSect ional
                          April 4 – 6, 2008 

       Friday, April 4   Saturday, April 5 
                 10 am & 2:30 pm         10 am & 2:30 pm
          Compact KO Teams       Compact KO Teams
          Stratified Open Pairs       Stratified Open Pairs 
               Single Sessions             Single Sessions 
           (0-300, 300-1000, 1000+)         (0-300, 300-1000, 1000+) 

                                                                             Trophy Event Strat i f i ed 
                99ers Pairs 

       Sunday, April 6             Free Coffee & Snacks 
            10 am & TBA                    Complimentary Lunch for players 
         Stratified Swiss Teams                playing 2 sessions in one day.
              Victory Points                     Non-Smoking/Courtesy Breaks 
          7 rounds of 7 boards 
       $95. per Team with Dinner                 Fees:  ACBL $9 per session 
     Stratified Open Pairs – 10am                non-ACBL $10 per session
          (Dinner may be purchased) 

       
         Director:  Nancy Boyd            Partnerships:  Elinor Crawshaw (805)646-1964 
         Tournament Chair:  Mary Anita Hill (805)985-4688 (rhandma@aol.com) 

                 Oxnard Performing Arts Center 
                    800 Hobson Way (H street)   *   805-385-8147    *   Free Parking 

                  Host Hotel:   Country Inn & Suites    (805)986-5353 
                               Special Rates  *  3.3 miles from OPAC 

       “Come for the food, stay for the Bridge”                                                        
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Kibitz With Karraine:  The 199er Report

A Bond For Valentine’s Day
By Karraine Murray

	 A dozen red roses, perfectly picked and outrageously overpriced, a box of See’s 
Candies or Godiva Chocolates, a reservation at LA’s fanciest restaurant, a mushy love 
note and I think we are there. Oh, and a cherubic winged boy floats overhead, blindfolded, 
holding a bow and arrow. It is the most intimate of nights, February 14th, Valentine’s 
Day.
	 But isn’t what we do at the bridge club every week with our bridge partners also, in 
a sense, intimate? Do we not share a bond, a trust, a commonality? Every hand we bid and 
play is based upon us working together as a team. We have discussed (hopefully) how we 
will handle certain situations and what certain bids mean. Occasionally we may encounter 
a situation foreign to us, especially 199ers, and I want to pass on to you something I 
learned the hard way (the only way I learn bridge apparently). This invaluable piece 
of advice is: when you and partner have not discussed something, don’t give partner a 
losing option. Here is the stupid thing I did:  LHO opens 2SSS. My partner doubles. RHO 
redoubles.  Now I’m sitting with the king, jack, little of spades, and that’s it.  No other 
points, two little hearts and four each of little cards in the minors.  Crapola.  My thinking: 
since I have nothing, I’ll just let partner bid whatever her best suit is.  So I passed.  Did 
I just hear someone groan?  Cry?… Faint?.  Surely anyone who ever thought of asking 
me to play just crossed that off his list. Well, my partner was confused SINCE THIS 
WAS NEVER DISCUSSED and she thought I was passing for penalty. SHE PASSED.  
Egads.  The opponents made the contract and then some, vulnerable, and they got like 
20 thousand points or something.  Saying we got a cold bottom would be too kind.  Our 
board fell through the floor and someone in China is now playing it.  
	 I consulted with two different gurus about this bidding debacle.  Main guru said 

CORRECTION: The dates of two sectionals were listed wrong in last month’s
newspaper. The dates should be:

Thousand Oaks Sectional: April 25-27, 2008
San Fernando Valley Sectional: April 11-13, 2008
The Southern California Bridge News regrets the error. 

Letter To The Editor
199er  continued on page 12



BARE:  1NT, least of evils.

BARTUSEK:  1NT semi-forcing.  If we have a game, 
partner will take another call.  I’m predicting that the EM 
will be advocating 2♠ which is a good bid occasionally 
when advancing an overcall, but here it seems low 
percentqge and could easily steer us away from the right 
contract (and occasionally land us in a 4-2 fit).

DUNITZ: 1NT, semi-forcing.

GOLDSMITH:  1NT.  This sort of hand is why you play 
1NT semi-forcing by a passed hand.  If partner is light, 
you play 1NT; if not, you can bid aggressively next time.

IVASKA: 2♣.  This whole set has a “One  Flew Over The 
Cuckoo’s Nest” quality to it, in that I feel I’m playing in 
an insane asylum (to which I’m sure I was deservedly 
committed).  ‘To begin with, I would have opened this 
hand (with 1♦, intending to rebid 2♣).  After all, it has 
2 ½ defensive tricks and reasonable playing strength.  
The obvious disadvantage is that I might land in a 4-3 
(or even 4-2) fit, but it’s been my experience that this 
happens more often in theory than in practice.  As it is 
now, I feel that this hand will usually play better in spades 
than in notrump, so I’m going to treat my AK-doubleton 
as he equivalent of (or better than) typical 3-card support.  
Of course, I’m assuming that we’re playing Drury,  
[Hooray, one of the inmates agrees with me. MM]  If not, 
I’ll use a forcing 1NT to show a limit raise in spades.  
By the way, even when playing Drury, opener should 
almost never pass partner’s semiforcing 1NT.  [No, no. 
Apparently Paul really is crazy.] To pass, one should 
have minimum secondary values in a 5-3-3-2 pattern, e.g.  

♠K10xxx ♥QJx ♦Q10 ♣KJx and even then it will often 
be wrong.

MEYERS:  1NT.  Partner should bid over this if he or 
she has full values; if I weren’t playing Drury, I would 
consider 2♣ but I don’t think I would bid that suit anyway; 
2NT would be nice if natural but I play it shows clubs.

Some people play that 2NT shows both minors. I play it as 
natural. Good 11-12.

SCHREIBER: 1NT.  I don’t understand the problem

SHER:  1NT.  I am not sure what the problem is (ok, we 
might be wrong-siding notrump, but the bid is normal).  If 
partner passes, we are high enough.  If partner bids 2♣  or 
2♦ I raise, and if partner bids 2♥ I rebid 2NT.

WICKHAM:  Opposite a third seat opener which should 
contain full values and at least a five card suit since its 
potential lead directing qualities are all in my hand, I 
believe my hand has excellent game chances.  Any form 
of Drury would overstate my trump length, although 
that might work well.  A natural 2♣ bid would overstate 
my suit and misdirect the auction, especially given  
the potential for playing in partner’s major suit.  Any 
notrump bid would potentially wrong side the possible 
notrump game. And a jump to 2NT would undoubtedly 
be misinterpreted in some fashion dependent on partner’s 
preference on how to misuse that bid.  Since no action is 
especially inspiring, I would choose the pedestrian 1NT 
and hope to get another chance.  Partner will undoubtedly 
hold  ♠Q10xxx ♥Axx ♦AQx ♣xx and pass happily, 
thereby missing another 65% game.  Should partner bid 

again, I will usually choose to jump in spades, thereby 
thoroughly punishing him for his light opening bid.

SWANSON: 2♣.  Drury offers a big advantage over 1NT 
with these cards.  If partner retreats to 2♠ we will surely 
be in the best partscore.  Over other calls I will show a 
balanced hand. I have no interest in a notrump contract 
unless partner bids it.

I am badly outvoted but unconvinced.  I don’t think a 
semi-forcing 1NT bid by a passed hand makes good 
sense.  Suppose you open 1♠ in 3rd position with  ♠Axxxx 
♥x ♦Qxxxx ♣Ax and partner bids 1NT.  You don’t like 
a 1NT contract, so you bid 2♦.  Partner now bids 2NT.  
Of course, if you are playing 1NT as semi-forcing, you 
had better pass 1NT before things get worse.  If your 
(opener’s) hand were ♠Qxxxx ♥Kx ♦AJx ♣Axx you 
would be delighted to play in 1NT, but you are supposed 
to bid 2♣ to show a real opening bid so that you won’t 
miss game if partner has ♠xx ♥AQx ♦Qxxxx ♣Kxx, but 
this gets you dangerously high or in a six or seven card 
fit when he has 7-10 points.  I think both 2♠ and 2♣ 
(Drury) are better bids with this hand.  For one reason, 
as a couple of panelists mentioned, if the final contract 
is notrump, you don’t want to be declarer with your two 
small hearts, and both 2♠ and Drury SHOULD BE more 
encouraging than 1NT since they show a fit.  Nor is it 
likely partner has opened a four card major missing the 
ace and king.  You would have no reluctance to bid 2♠ or 
Drury with three small spades.  Won’t the doubleton ace-
king be at least as good trump support most of the time?  I 
like Bill’s analysis, if not his reluctant choice of bids. Also 
Bill’s and John’s comment about spades probably being a 
better strain than notrump.

Problem Solver’s Panel
Our panelists are: Gerald Bare, Mark Bartusek, Mitch Dunitz, Jeff Goldsmith, 

Paul Ivaska, Jill Meyers,  Michael Schreiber, Josh Sher, John Swanson and Bill Wickham

Moderator:
Marshall Miles

BARE: Pass.  Why would you want to 
preempt partner?

BARTUSEK:  Pass.  Let’s hope partner 
doesn’t open the bidding in 4th seat. We 
should get a good result with my 4 HCP. 

Partner is in 3rd seat and RHO will have 
a chance to bid, but he will have to 
guess what to bid with no input from his 
partner.  His most likely choices are 3NT 
and pass.  

DUNITZ: 2♥.  Not pretty, but almost 
accurately describes this hand.

GOLDSMITH:  Pass.  Why would I bid 
with a weak hand when LHO is barred? I 
wouldn’t bid even if he weren’t, but . . .

IVASKA: Pass.  Again, to begin with, I 
would have accepted Nurse Ratchett’s 
1♣ opening to bid 2NT.  Why shouldn’t 
I have taken this opportunity to describe 
my hand, an opportunity which probably 
(which I say advisedly) won’t be 
presented at the other table?  As it is, 
I don’t understand what tactical bid I 
should make.  Left-hand Inmate will 
probably give away strength of her/his 
hand anyway, so a tactical flight of fancy 
won’t work often.

MEYERS:  Pass.  I have no reason to 
know what is right so why bid in order 
to mess up the opponents.  I could be 
messing up my partner as well.

SCHREIBER:  2♥. My answer has 
nothing to do with the bid out of turn.  
This is my style.

SHER: Pass. Why would I ever make an 
imperfect bid when LHO is barred?  There 
is no reason to make a lead directing bid 
when I will be on lead if we defend.  And 
pre-empts are silly when RHO has to 
guess anyway (pre-empts should be sound 
and descriptive in these circumstances).

SWANSON:  Pass.  I would open a bit light 
with appropriate hands in this situation 
but no call other than pass is in the least 
bit descriptive.  Partner should strive to 
bid in third seat with a reasonable suit and 
should pass with a balanced minimum.  I 
understand that the ACBL has a restriction 
against special systems when there are 
bidding irregularities. That doesn’t mean 
we can’t discuss tactics.

WICKHAM:  The opponents have made 
an error and conferred upon our side a 
tremendous advantage.  Perhaps I should 
assume that my CHO is also an idiot and 
dream up some bizarre action to fully 
dissipate our advantage.  But I think my 
position at the table makes me the straight 
man, and so I would choose to PASS..  
Since our opponents cannot communicate 
anything in the biddng, our best results 
will come from having a relatively 
normal dialogue.  If partner insists upon 
some sort of possible devious action, and 
we end up declaring the hand, my dummy 
will not be a disappointment.

2
no vul
IMPs

The auction starts 1♦ by LHO, pass by partner, 
3♦ (weak) by RHO, and you hold 

♠AK9852 ♥K10752 ♦J ♣5.  

What call do you make?
BARE: 3♠. I would bid 4♦ with 5-6.

BARTUSEK:  4♦.  Too distributional to double and 3♠ may lose the heart fit.  Sure, 
it’s dangerous, but I’m the one with shortage in the opponents’ suit.  Preempts work 
sometimes.  Partner should give me a lot of rope in case he has a great hand.

DUNITZ:  3♠. The lack of high cards provides some protection that we will get a 
chance to bid hearts. We don’t hate 4♦, but it could lead to a heart contract when we 
belong in spades. [or getting too high with partner weak or a misfit for both majors]

GOLDSMITH:  Close call, but I’ll try 4♦.  I could live with 3♠ (but then I’d “catch” 
♠x ♥AQJx ♦xxx ♣xxxxx or even four spades).  I know partner will sometimes pick 
hearts when it’s wrong, but there just isn’t room to do everything.

IVASKA: 4♦.  I’d like to describe my hand before the auction gets out of hand.  I 
don’t really see a reasonable alternative.  Anything else would be overly cautious, and 
probably shortsighted to boot.

MEYERS: 4♦ (majors); I would like to have more HCP but my distribution makes 
up for it.

SCHREIBER:  4♦ (majors).  This could be bad if partner has 2-2 in the majors and not 
much in high cards.  I am willing to risk those things because I don’t want to play in 
spades when partner has a singleton and four hearts to the ace-queen.

SHER:  I am merely bidding 3♠.  I don’t think I have quite enough to bid 4♦, and my 
major suits are not equal.

SWANSON:  3♠.  This is an underbid in regards to the minimum required in this 
situation.  For that reason I have no objection to 4♦ or 4♠ (the call I would make at 
IMPs).  3♠ offers a bit of safety with a 4♥ call in reserve should partner try 3NT.

WICKHAM:  Lots of different strange actions might work here.  Pass might be our last 
plus score.  Double might collect a good penalty if partner  has four decent trumps and 
can  pass,  3♠ might produce +140 or cause you to reach 4♠ making when partner’s 
majors are equal in length and 4♥ would fail.  However, only one action is a standout:  
4♦ will usually force partner to choose the right strain, and on these hand types strain 
is often more important than level.  The fact that partner is a passed hand should 
usually prevent our side from getting higher than four of our best major fit.

3
vul vs
nonvul

You are the dealer, but RHO bids 1♣ out of turn.  
You refuse to accept it, so his bid is cancelled 

 and it is your turn to bid.
 LHO is barred for the rest of the auction.  

What is your call with♠62 ♥KJ1096 ♦J98754  ♣--?

Problem Solver’s Panel Continued On Page 4

South                         West                         North                         East
                             	                      pass                           pass                           1♠                            pass 
                          	                   ?

     

You, South, hold: ♠AK ♥65 ♦K752 ♣J10865  What call do you make? 

1
both vul

IMPs
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Problems For March
1. both vul, imps

North                East                South                West
               1♥                    1♠                   2♦                    3♠
               4♥                   pass                4NT                   pass
               5♠*                 pass                  6♥                    dbl     
               pass                 pass                   ?           

  *2 controls + ♥Q
 What call do you make with ♠5 ♥654 ♦AKJ97652 ♣A?

2. both vul, MPs
West                North                East                South

               1♥                   2♣                   2♥                     ?  
What call do you make with ♠A75 ♥8763 ♦A10653 ♣Q?

                                                                                   
PROBLEMS FOR MARCH Continued On Page 5

♠          ♥          ♦          ♣

East               South               West               North
                1♠                 pass                 2♣*                 dbl
               pass                   ?         

 *When West bids 2♣ East says: Alert, game-forcing.

You, South, hold: ♠7632 ♥1965 ♦542 ♣Q42 What call do you make?

BARTUSEK:  Well, I would ask what 2♣ promises in terms of suit length.  If it could be very short and 
artificial, then I pass.  If it promises length, then I have to figure out what my partner’s bidding style is. 
One generally does not make takeout doubles in the opponents’ game-forcing 2/1 auctions.  I believe this 
double should always be lead-directing (if partner wanted to bid he should be distributional enough to 
bid 2NT for the unbid suits).  Thus, I should pass.

This seems like a very logical approach. But a complicating factor is that partner had no information 
about suit length when he doubled.  The practical problem is that if he asked whether the bid was 
completely artificial and how many clubs it showed, and then either passed or doubled, the opponents 
might well complain if a club were led.

DUNITZ:  Pass.  This might be our cheapest minus score.  BAM, our favorite form of the game, sometimes 
leads to odd decisions.

GOLDSMITH:  I need to ask if 2♣ was natural and GF or artificial and GF.  If the former, I bid 2♦; if 
the latter, I pass.  If partner didn’t ask and was surprised, that’s just too bad.

But doesn’t asking , whether followed by a pass or a double, suggest that partner wants the  lead?

IVASKA: Pass.  Did my partner McMurphy hear the alert?  It doesn’t seem likely that the opponents 
can make the three overtricks required to compensate them for their presumed game, and this might be 
the best method to find our way to a 5-3 fit (if, indeed we do have one) or, much better, slither entirely 
out of the huge penalty  that seems to be in the offing.  In any case, in the words of the late, great Dr. 
Frischaueer, “I do not play ze hand.”  (He was Austrian, so the accent should be familiar to Californians).  
If 2♣ redoubled is passed back to me, as Terence Reese might put it, I shall have to think again.

MEYERS:  What is the reason for the annotation of East’s announcement of “Alert, game-forcing”?  Is 
that part of the problem?  If so, I didn’t realize we were supposed to be psychoanalysts.  I think this is 
very close whether to bid 2♦ or pass. If I passed I would expect them to make it but hoping no more than 
–180 or –380, whereas if I bid and we end up in a 4-3 fit, I could be stuck with a worse score.  Maybe 
when my partrner doubled, I should have said, “Alert, hot water.”

SCHREIBER:  2♦.  If I get doubled I can always run out to 2♥.  Even in a game-forcing  auction I 
consider this a takeout double showing both offense and defense.  I do not expect partner to be just 4-4 
in the reds.  His double, rather than bidding 2NT, would indicate some defense so that I would have a 
chance to make an informed decision later in the auction, if necessary. 

SWANSON:  Pass.  I have played against these fancy systems before where some simple bid like 2♣ is a 
game force, so I am prepared.  I don’t think the holding of queen third is sufficient for an inquiry by me 
of “Does 2♣ show clubs?”

SHER:  2♥.  Since you are giving this as a problem, your partner must have had clubs, but the double 
shows 5-5 in the other suits when you double such a strong auction.  If partner HAS to have 5-5 , you 
should bid hearts since if they are (slightly) less likely to double 2♥ than 2♦, and you have the heart ten, 
which might help.  Anyway, if I even catered to partner having clubs this will end up in committee.

It did end up in committee.  The bidding started out as indicated but did not end up that way. East bid 
2♠ over the double but before doing so, he kept asking me whether partner’s double was for takeout 
or penalty.  I said that we had only played together once before (plus practicing for the nationals on 
the Internet), and we had never discussed it.  And I refused to state how I interpreted the double since, 
among other reasons, it would  give the opponents a clue regarding my own hand. The director was 
summoned and I was sent away from the table while my partner was questioned.  I don’t know exactly 
what was said since I wasn’t there, but I think the gist of it was (a) that we had no agreement; (b) if the 
bid was obviously artificial like Stayman or Drury, the double would be lead-directing, but we had never 
discussed a situation like this.  The bidding continued 2♠ by East, pass, 2NT by West, 3♥, promising extra 
values, pass 3♠, pass 4♠, all pass, and I led the queen of clubs.  The director was called again (dummy 
had ♣Kxx and partner had ♣AJ10xx, and our score was -420.  Later the director told us the score was 
changed from -420 to -460, the score at the other table, since we hadn’t given a complete explanation. 
He said if we hadn’t discussed it, we should have discussed it. I thought that that was an unreasonable 
requirement, and I see that most of the panelists were uncertain as to the meaning.  The double had 
to be either for takeout or lead directing. I thought, at unfavorable vulnerability, when the opponents 
showed game-forcing values, it was very unlikely partner would try to buy the bid for us. So it must be 
lead directing.  Perhaps if I had held 5 clubs, I would have changed my mind, but the opponents were in 
as good a position as I to figure out why partner doubled unless we had an agreemet..  The opponents 
could have protected themselves in two ways.  The alert should have been, “artificial and game-forcing.”  
Then we would have had no reason to ask questions.  And East could have passed the double. Whether I 
bid or passed would give the opponents a clue as to what I was thinking. There was another reason for 
passing with this hand. As Paul said, unless West had very good clubs, he could not afford to pass, since 
he would need three overtricks to score better than the game bonus, so if he wanted to play for 8 to 10 
tricks in clubs he should redouble.  We protested the director’s ruling, and after 2 ½ hours of deliberation 
the committee restored the result at the table  (-420).  Jeff Rubens, editor of The Bridge World, plans to 
discuss this situation in an editorial.

WICKHAM:  One of he first lessons we learn about bridge is NEVER to pull one of our partner’s penalty 
doubles.  Oh, you say, this double is for takeout.  Well, PASS anyway.  Any minus score ending with 
80 will be a win, with the possible exception of –480.  If your LHO redoubles, like he probably should, 
your best call is, “Is there a doctor in the house?”  Even when the feared redouble occurs, both your CHO 
and your RHO remain with an opportunity to rescue you.  If 2♣, redoubled, comes back to you, perhaps 
–1100 or -1400 in 2♣XX will tie the board..        

Or –560 or –760

4
NS vul

Board a 
Match

	 West	 East     
	 1♥	 1♠ 
	 2♣	 2♠
	 3♣	 3♠
   pass	

BARE:  There would be no problem if jump shifts were preemptive, 
(in which case 1♠ followed by 2♠ would show a better hand than 
what Jeff was worried about (♠Q109xxxxx and nothing else). I 
would pass with that hand and hope to bid spades the next round.

BARTUJSEK:   0%  West.  50% East  50% luck.  West bid perfectly  
showing 5-5 with extra values.  East might have bid 3♠ on his 
second turn or jumped to 4♠ over 3♣.  Tough hand.

DUNITZ:    When given this hand by the actual West we (Ifty and 
Mitch) were adamant that ALL of the blame should be placed on 
East’s shoulders.  No one likes7-2-2-2 distribution.  However, if 
we begin bidding 2♠ with this kind of hand, maybe we should start 
sleeping with a night light

GOLDSMITH:  West could have raised to 4♠, but then he’d buy 
♠Q109xxxx ♥x ♦xxx ♣xx and get doubled.  East’s 2♠ was an 
underbid.  I think 3♣ shows extras. With a 0625 minimum, just pass 
2♠ before someone doubles you), so 3♠ is a huge underbid.  90% 
East, but I was West.  At least we beat all the part scores.

IVASKA: West 95%, East 5%.  East could have bid 3♠ at his second 
turn, but that will generally get the partnership too high. 4♠ over 3♠ 
was clearcut.  Indeed, West’s pass was inconsistent with bidding 
over 2♠.  If he felt that way about his hand, he should have passed 
2♠, for which there is actually a very strong argument.

MEYERS:  No blame.  I had this hand in the Blue Ribbon Pairs. 
My partner bid 2♠ which is perfectly reasonable, as is 3♠.  I passed 
2♠, which is perfectly reasonable as is a raise to 3♠,  My tendency 
would have been to bid 3♠ with the East hand but the distribution 
is bad and it is matchpoints.  I would clearly bid 3♠ at IMPS and 
would  tend to bid 2NT over 2♠ at imps.

SHER:  East 100%.  West showed 5-5 just short of a game force 
(usually 16-17ish) and East did not appreciate his 7th trump.

SWANSON:  East 95%. 2♠ is a hopeless underbid.  West getw 
5% of the charge for holding cards which make 4♠ a really good 
game.

WICKHAM: Blame apportionment is somewhat dependent upon 
methods in this case.  If an immediate jump shift would have been 
preemptive, then a 1♠ response followed by a 2♠ rebid would be a 
bit more constructive.  In either situation, it appears that both players 
lost sight of obtaining a game bonus.  2♠ was certainly a timid rebid, 
but cannot be classified as a poor description.  3♣ depicted two five 
card suits coupled with extra values, and would rarely include more 
than one spade.  Perhaps East believed that he was being “rescued” 
from his 6+ card suit, as that is the only reason for not leaping to 
4♠ over 3♣ that I can see.  And finally, West did have a spade he 
might not have had and good high card structure.  If an immediate 
jump shift would have been weak, West should have bid game over 
3♠, and could have bid game in any case, so West takes either 35% 
or 15% of the blame for an average of 25%.  East was the primary 
coward here, and appropriately takes 75% of the blame.

SCHREIBER: West 100%.  He still has not shown extras.  East 
should have this hand or something very similar.  East did not bid 
three invitational spades over 2♣, so to justify bidding 3♠, now, this 
should be his hand.

5
EW vul

MPs

West	 East                
♠3	 ♠AK107632
♥AK843	 ♥65
♦K8	 ♦63
♣AQ1062	 ♣96

With the cards favorably located, East made six.  
Apportion the fault for missing game.

Problem Solvers Panel Continued From Page 3
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PROBLEMS FOR MARCH
continued from page 4

3. no vul, MPs
North    East    South    West

   1♥      pass       1♠       pass
   2♥      pass        ?                

What call do you, 
South, make with:

♠AK1096 ♥3  ♦75 ♣KJ842?

4. both vul, imps
	 West	 East
 ♠J97654	 ♠AK32
 ♥A7	 ♥Q5
 ♦Q5	 ♦1087
 ♣KQ6	 ♣10753

South    West    North    East
   1♥        1♠        2♥        3♠
   4♥        pass      pass       dbl
  pass       pass      pass

East-West were a bit unlucky.  
South had 0-6-5-2 distribution 

and made an overtrick.
Apportion the fault of East 

and West for this result.  
(4♠ would have been 

down 800).

5. no vul, MPs
	 West	 East
 ♠KJ9654	 ♠AQ1073
 ♥K87	 ♥A103
 ♦---	 ♦Q6
 ♣AJ103	 ♣Q74

West    North    East    South
    1♠       2♦       3♦       5♦
    5♠      pass      6♠       7♦
  pass      pass      7♠      (end)

Apportion the blame for 
getting to  a very 
poor grand slam.

partners!).  Aaron, is the 4th time 
a charm?
	 We tried to photograph 
everyone, but technology wasn’t 
our friend on this day. and only 
got blurry pics We had tried a 
new camera and didn’t have the 
operating procedure quite right.  
	 We thank everyone 
who participated in this long 
competition and congratulate 
all our winners, wishing them 
the best of luck in Detroit.  Are 
the Blue Ribbon Pairs next for 
anyone?

GNT Trials
by Howard Einberg

	 The schedule for this year’s 
Grand National Team qualifying 
is:
Flight	 MPs	
Flight	 MPs	 Dates
Open	 0+	 May 17-18
Flight A	 0-5000	 April 5-6
Flight B	 0-2000	 May 17-18
Flight C	 < 500*	 April 5-6

* non-life master only

	 Masterpoint eligibility is 
based on August 2007 totals.
  	 There are four flights each 
consisting of a swiss teams 
qualifying round and a knockout 
final.  Players may enter more than 
one event played over different 
weekends. Winners will represent 
our district in the finals played in 
July at the Nationals in Las Vegas. 
Our district will refund a portion 
of expenses to the teams that go 
to the finals. 
	 All events will take place at 
the Bridge Academy in Woodland 
Hills
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Antelope Valley 
Santa Clarita 

by Gin

	 As we begin the year changes are occurring around 
us providing an opportunity for growth. January 13 was 
the first Unit Championship in our new club room at 858 
Jackman Street. After the 50 players present enjoyed 
a potluck lunch before the 50, Bill Schreiber awarded 
the Committee for the Aging a ceremonial check. The 
Committee for the Aging was chosen by our unit to receive 
a charity grant. 
	 Many unit members worked very hard to make the 
move from our former club room on Tenth Street to Arbor 
Court (formerly Essex House) on Jackman Street. It was 
a monumental task, but fortunately our volunteers worked 
tenaciously and a smooth transition became a reality. 
Kudos go to the workers for a job well done. Therewere  
still a few kinks that need to be worked out yet our new 
club room is comfortable and inviting in appearance. The 
window of opportunity for growth is now open and is in 
the capable hands of each and every member of our unit.
	 We now have three new Life Masters in our unit. 
Paula Olivares made Life Master in Reno. George Lewis 
and Russ Buker went Palm Springs to complete their 
quests. Congratulations to all of them for fulfilling their 
goals of becoming Life Masters.
	 It saddened us to learn of the demise of Dave Gasper’s 
father in Hawaii. On behalf of Unit 556 condolences are 
extended to Dave and Marlene and all of the Gasper 
family.
	 Snowbirding is such fun but it makes it difficult to 
stay attuned to the activities in our club under the best of 
circumstances.  The move to our new ‘digs’ has made it 
impossible to locate the December game results,  hence 
the top five players of the month cannot be identified.  I bet 
all of you except me had a 70% game. Much to my dismay, 
none of you can be recognized.
	 Not quite a top five entry, but noteworthy since it is 
a first time experience. Winning a progressive jackpot on 
a penny machine seemed monumental but it was dwarfed 
when the raffle ticket given to me for winning the jackpot 
was picked to win a computer. I would rather have has a 
70% game.

Unit Championship 1/13 overall
 	 A	 B	 C
Marlene & Dave Gasper1	 -	 -
Barb Shuping & Bobbi Thompson	 2	 -	 -
Howard Kaufman & Donna Davidson	 3/4	 -	 -
Kathy Swaine & Diana Schreiber	 3/4	 1	 -
Bill Schreiber & Randy Pinsky	 5	 -	 -
Lola Messiha & Gloria Robinson	 6	 -	 -
Mary Ellen Downs & Jan Gibson	 -	 2	 1
Mary Ann Shaw & Russ Buker	 -	 3	 2
Rosalie& Bob Cuccias	 -	 4/5	 3
Carolee Schupp & Colin MacDougal	 -	 4/5	 -
Onarita Pallanti & Henry Roediger	 -	 -	 4
	 A parting thought……..Respect is not a gift, respect 
is earned.

 

Downey – Whittier
by Bernice Crelia

	 Almost one month of our new year has gone by.  
Our television entertainment has been very limited due 
to the writers strike. Maybe you really enjoy listening to 
the political candidates, each one trying to out due their 
opponents, but personally I would rather play bridge, 
wouldn’t you?  If you agree with me get out your February 
calendar and circle these dates.  The 13th for our Valentines 
Charity game, silver point games the 20th and 22nd, and our 
Junior Fund game birthday party on the 29th. 
     It’s time to congratulate our new unit board.  president 
Marcie Evans, vice president Beverly Pokershing, secretary 
Marge Barnings, treasurer Mary Kiechle, and hospitality 
Renalda Rippe. 
     Now for our special game results: Silver Point winners 
North – South: 1. Lucile Thompson and Bob Allen, 
(Bob just returned from the Orlando Florida Regional 
Tournament where he won 3.12 gold points and 7.84 red.  
Nice going.) 2. Len Beck and Larry Bolls, 3. Ron and 
Carol Copley.  East – West: 1. Janet Ju and George Wang, 

2. Nancy and Richard Ramage, 3. Linda Stuart and Frank 
Jones.
	 Second silver point game winners 1. Shirlie and 
George Faber, 2. Don Van Wye and Shirley Niemand, 3. 
Linda Stuart and Frank Jones.
	 Our January Unit game results are as follows:  Overall 
first – Janet Ju and George Wang.  Second – Stan Snyder 
and Alfred Lee.   Third – Len Beck and Larry Bolls.  Fourth 
– Sam Wang and William Ng.  Fifth – Lucile Thompson 
and Gladys Dolberg, who were also first in B section, 
followed by second – Shirley Niemand and Donald Van 
Wye.  Third – Mary Kiechle and Betty Boss.  Fourth – 
Terry Binns and Bernice Crelia.
	 We offer our heartfelt condolences to Nancy Ramage 
on the death of her husband Richard.  He was a very special 
gentleman who loved his bridge and we will all miss him 
very much.

 

Glendale-Verdugo
by Dorothy LaMaie

UNIT GAME - 1 pm Saturday February 9
Buffet Lunch at 12:15 pm

 
	 We trust you got through January with most of your 
New Year’s Resolutions intact.  If not, just conjure up an 
extenuating circumstance to support your misdemeanor.  
As a bridge player, you should have no trouble in this 
connection - if only partner would listen!  We offer this tool 
of the trade to newcomers to our unit, Kenneth J. Payton 
and Myron L. Faverman (whether they need it or not) and 
extend best wishes in their new locales, both bridgewise 
and otherwise.
	 With all the trips that took place over the holidays, 
Betsy Josias let her  son and his wife do the traveling, 
and they did a bunch, all the way from Australia. Such a 
distance provided reason for an extended stay and we hope 
the month’s worth was a happy one.
	 Jack Futrell flew to Florida to join friends for the 
holidays, having completed the refurbishing of his condo.  
Florida also was the destination of Merry Besvold to visit 
her parents; however, she managed to lead us through our 
Christmas Party Unit Game activities prior thereto, and all 
went well.  (While on the subject, our very special thanks 
go to Barbara McKissick whose aching back did not 
deter her from producing that splendid turkey dinner fare, 
including creamed spinach and tasty zucchini!)   You’re 
spoiling us Barbara. and we’re loving it......
	 In case you didn’t notice it in the January Bridge 
Bulletin, Mike Shuman has reached the ACBL 25,000 
Master Point level.  That’s such a rarefied atmosphere that 
there isn’t a precious metal or gem signification to go with 
it.  We also noticed that Juyne Taysin moved up to silver 
certification.  She’s living in Palm Desert now, but earned 
some of her 1,000  MPs at the Regency.
	 The following is cited for the irony of it all:   I 
picked up the following hand: ♠AKQJxxx ♥xx ♦xx ♣xx.  
Apparently I didn’t handle it well,  because the opponents 
found their heart fit and, with my pushing, went all the way 
to 6 hearts, whereupon, with favorable vulnerability, I bid 6 
spades.  RHO went to 7 hearts, and I left it up to partner to 
bid 7 spades or pass if he had a possible setting trick.  Well, 
partner passed, and 7 hearts rolled.  The above-mentioned 
irony comes into the mix when the score sheet revealed 
that no other slams were even bid! 
     Seeking instant gratification, I was browsing through the 
booklet “Aristotle in 90 Minutes,” and was rewarded by 
this bit about the value of an education:  “It is an ornament 
in prosperity and a refuge in adversity.”  This also applies 
to our game of bridge, doesn’t it?
     Of course some people are ornamental in prosperity and 
adversity - we will leave it to your calls when perusing the 
results of our Unit Game:
 

Noth/South
A1 			   Carolyn Cohen & Melina Stevens
A2	 B1		  Sherry Strube & Barbara McKissick
A3	 B2	 C1	 Edward Hsi & C. C. Fang
A4	 B3		  Ramona Rhoads & Paul Kimme

East/West
A1	 B1	 C1	 Harold Knowles & Zack Vedro 
A1			   Jerry Murbach & Rae Murdoch
A2			   Robert Gish & Steve Licker
A3 	 B2		  Bob Hogan & Esther Tabelband
A4			   Art Chacanias & Dorothly LaMaie
 

     So there we have it.  And remember that Saturday game 
results (other games to be added) are now posted on the 
web site www.bridgeclubs.org then “clubs” and choose 
“California” and then “Regency Bridge Club - Glendale” 
then “results” and pick the game that you want from the 
list displayed.
 

Long Beach
www.acblunit557.org

www.longbeachbridge.com 
by Christine  Frumen

UNIT GAME  – Sunday, February 10 - potluck
Lunch at 12:30 pm – Game at 1:00 pm - new time

UNIT GAME: This month’s Unit Game features a 
Potluck luncheon, catered by YOU! Bring your favorite 
potluck to share – and your appetite. Always fun and with 
all our talented “cooks” there is never a shortage of chow. 
Oh, and don’t forget your partner. Game is at 1 pm (our 
new Sunday afternoon time) so plan on being there with 
your contribution to the potluck by 12:15 so the “groaning 
table” can be full for the 12:30 lunch. 

DECEMBER UNIT GAME RESULTS: Two 
sections of 21 tables vied for top scores in December’s 
Unit Game. Overall winners were: 1st, Betty Barton & 
Fran Israel; 2nd, Sue & Keith Hafen;  3rd, Jan Wagner & 
Marcie Evans; 4th, Irma Johnson & Cory Hand; 5th, Janet 
Ju & & George Wang. Flight C honors went to 1st, Sue & 
Keith Hafen; 2nd, Jean Eiber & Oliver Yildiz and 3rd, Eva 
Mroz & Penny Wentworth. Remember that Unit Games 
are worth more in MPs and the top winners in this game 
scored 2.98 MPs. Lots of points for one game. 

NEW STATUS & NEW MEMBERS: We are happy 
to welcome one new member into our unit this month, 
Richard Dial.

Status changes this reporting period have Doreen 
Maes and Nancy Shook as our new Junior Masters. Sy 
Alban is a new Regional Master. Betty Houts is a new 
NABC Master. And we proudly introduce our newest Life 
Master, Barbara Frischkorn. Congratulations to each of 
you!! 

70+% GAMES through 1/13: Three pairs hit that 
magical 70% or more score this past reporting period. 
Loren Hilf & Larry Slutsky had a 70.14% game. John Farr 
& Mark Itabashi scored 73.38% and the big score was by 
John Hand & Gary Paugh when they brought in a 75.16% 
game. Wow! As you see month after month, these big 
games are scarcer than hen’s teeth so you players that hit 
that big score deserve to revel in the satisfaction of the 
planets aligned, your partner understanding all your bids 
and superior play. Well done!

THIS MONTH AT THE CLUB: There are lots of 
“special” games this month and many of them are going 
to cost you an extra buck. On February 2 at 12:30, the 
International Fund Game will be the first of them. The 
week of February 3 through February 9 is a week of Junior 
Fund Games – card fees are an extra dollar. The Unit Game 
on February 10 won’t cost extra but it is a Potluck so don’t 
forget your favorite dish to share. Starting on February 18 
and ending on February 24 is a Sectional Tournament at 
Clubs – again the games will be an extra dollar. Included 
in that week is the monthly Team Game on February 18. 
And the month will end with the ACBL-Wide Senior Pairs 
at the 9:00 a.m. game on February 25 (an extra dollar for 
that one as well). Also make a note that the scheduled 
Monday and Friday morning games are now at an earlier 
time, 9:00 a.m. The Monday Bridge Plus game will remain 
at its usual 9:30 a.m. time.  

CONDOLENCES & GET WELL: Carol Hall, Jan 
Mann and Barbara Dicker’s mother both passed away after 
long illnesses. Barbara is a past board president. We extend 
our sympathies to all their families. Get well wishes go out 
to all of you who have caught the cold, flu or whatever 
seems to be going around. As another reminder, if you are 
sick, don’t come to the club and “share” it.

UNIT BOARD: We want to acknowledge the 
“retiring” members (from the board, not bridge) for all 
their hard work. Merlin Hansen, Carol Murakoshi and Jan 
Wagner have completed their terms and are not retuning to 
the board in 2008. Carol has been  enormous help to this 
reporter for column news and I thank her and will miss 
her input. We have four new board members on the Unit 
Board this year, Sharon Beran, Linda Carder, Fern Dunbar, 
Bernard Mann and Louise Sperr. Welcome and thank you 
in advance for your volunteer commitment to keep our 
unit strong. 

NLM’s PLAY BRIDGE FOR FREE at UNIT 
GAMES: Beginning in March, the Unit Board is going to 
have a “special” 13-table NLM Section at each Unit Game. 
The section will be limited to 13 tables. Each of those 
NLM players in that “special” section will get to play for 
FREE! It will be on a first-come, first-served basis – you 

Around The Units 
in District 23
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must show up at the desk to get the free play, no call-in or 
pre-reservations. Once the 13 tables are filled, latecomers 
will have be assigned to tables in the Open Game and pay 
regular card fees. What this means to all players – both 
Open and NLM’s – is more points for scratching. If we 
end up with a 40-table Unit Game, a first place finish OA, 
could win around 8 MP’s. 

THIS AND THAT: The past year has seen a number 
of changes in our club - new owners, bidding boxes, 
etc. Most players are extremely pleased with them. This 
reporter frequently hears players commenting on the 
changes. From her perspective, we should not forget that 
the club was already a great club when Irma Johnson and 
George Welsh owned it. The new owners, Baum Harris 
and Loren Hilf made some changes – bidding boxes, new 
appliances, etc. but from our point of view the thing they 
most did “right” was hire Donna Wenberg as the Manager. 
Had they hired a manager that was not familiar with our 
club, it would not have continued as it was (something our 
players were very concerned about when the club was for 
sale). Donna does so much more than just direct (where 
she is most visible). The behind the scenes is a lot of hard 
work. And modest as she is, she will tell you that without 
the help of the players, it wouldn’t run as smoothly as 
it does. We have a wonderful club and we love that the 
changes have not compromised the place we love to play 
and acknowledge all that went before as the groundwork 
for where we are now and where we continue to improve 
and grow. And never forget all the unsung “helpers” 
that make us what we are - one of the best clubs in the 
country! 

For any news items you would like in the column, 
my email is golfgal@charter.net and my phone number is 
562-434-8993.  Thanks again for all the reporters out there 
that give me bridge news.

Pasadena 
San Gabriel Valley

www.darbonne.com/bridge
by Jan Wickersham 

and Roy Wilson
Next Unit Game  February 10, Elks’ Lodge

	 I understand I missed an amazing chili luncheon.  
Two different chilis were provided by Frances Szeci, Peter 
Szeci and Roy Wilson.  Guess I had better make it a point 
not to go wandering off when these three put their culinary 
efforts together.  
	 In January, we had five tables in the 299’er game 
with Christopher West and Temo Arjani taking first place.  
In the Open game, Diana Borgatti and Cathy Martin 
finished first in A, followed by Jake Frenkel and Miriam 
Harrington in B, and Helen Wang and Genise Hasan first 
in C.  Congratulations to Helen Miller who was the winner 
of the 50/50 drawing.   Additional congratulations to Diana 
and Cathy as they will receive free plays for coming in 
first.  This is a new arrangement, approved by the board 
to begin in the month of January.  It applies only to unit 
games, and, to win, you must be a member of the unit.  
Also, at the end of the year there will be a special prize 
for the 299’er who has scored the most points during the 
year.
	 I am pleased to report that we raised $2,000.00 for 
the Elizabeth House, which is our charity.  This is almost 
twice as much as we raised last year, so a big Thank You 
for your generous hearts!
	 Be sure to note the change of date for the February 
unit game.  We have moved to the second Sunday of the 
month so as not to conflict with the Super Bowl game.  If 
you want to reserve a North/South, it is imperative that 
you call Mike Marcucci by 11:00 am the day of the game.
	 Right around the corner on the calendar (how’s that 
for a mixed metaphor?) is the Election Party.  It will be 
held this year at the Elk’s Lodge in Arcadia.  The tickets 
will sell for $35.00.  The date is March 2nd  and the day will 
include an Open Pairs game beginning at noon, followed 
by a buffet dinner with a choice of entrée of either prime 
rib or salmon. The evening will be Swiss Teams, so please 
plan to get your tickets.  This is a special time of year when 
we honor those members who received Life Master in 
2007, and it is a time to thank the board members for all of 
their hard work during the year. We also give our awards to 
those people who have won during the past year.  There is 
a prize for the person who acquired the most points in the 
unit games; the winner of the John Waken; and the person 
who received the most points for the Christmas Party and 
last year’s Election party.  It’s bound to be full of surprises.  
We would also like to recognize the winners of the Ace of 
Clubs and the Mini-McKenney races.

	 Art and Diane Gulbrandsen  would like to invite you 
to several special events during February – Beat the House 
night on Friday, February 15, Swiss Teams on Sunday, the 
17th and Winner/Loser Sunday on February 24.
    Ruby Davis tells us that the time is getting close to 
when we can return to our playing site in San Marino.  The 
Woman’s Club on Huntington Drive has been our bridge 
club for more than 60 years and many of us miss playing 
there.  Thank you, Ruby.
	 Bob Gish will be holding a free one-day seminar 
on his bidding system featuring his book, “The New 
Awakening” on Sunday, February 17, at the Glendale 
bridge club.  The lecture starts at 10:30 am.
 	 Say, do you play Systems On when the opponents 
double your partner’s notrump bid?  You know, partner 
opens 1NT and RHO doubles, so you agree that 2♣ is 
still Stayman and you can still make a transfer bid.  Most 
players have this agreement, but how do you escape 
to clubs or diamonds at a low level when it’s a penalty 
double?  Maybe you have a hand such as this:

♠   xx
♥  xx
♦  Qxxxxx
♣  xxx

	 If you pass, and LHO also passes, your hand probably 
has no value to partner, right?  What you might consider 
as an agreement with your partner is that in a situation 
such as this, your partner must redouble.  Now, when the 
bidding comes back to you, you can safely bid 2♦ and 
partner will know it is not a transfer to hearts.  Isn’t this an 
easy game?
	 See you at the table…

Pomona Covina
by Vic Sartor

Unit Game- Sunday, February 10
Lunch 12:30, Game 1:00 pm

	 If, as Shakespeare wrote, brevity is the soul of wit, 
then this is going to be one of the wittiest columns this unit 
has ever seen. I kept hoping that someone would streak the 
La Fetra Friday morning game to provide some interesting 
news, but the closest we got was an elderly lady who 
accidentally shot herself across the room after snagging 
her support hose in the French doors.
	 The major news this month was the formal installation 
of our 2008 officers. They are: President- Penny Barbieri, 
Vice-President-Roger Boyar, Secretary-Rosalie Roberts, 
Treasurer- Cordell Goode, Membership/Special Games- 
Tom Lill, Publicity/Unit column- Vic Sartor, District 
Directors- Penny Barbieri and Tom Lill.
 	  Top game of the month was a 67% effort by Dave 
Ruoff and Vic Sartor.The Unit game was won by Bill 
Papa and Vito Sartori, followed by Helen Wang-Richard 
Patterson,Dave Ruoff- Susan Ruoff, and Emily Huang 
–Margaret Jacobs. In club games, 60% wins were posted 
by Helen Wang, Tom Lill, Dave Ruoff, Vic Sartor, Linda 
Ananea, Val Fletcher, Penny Barbieri, Clint Lew, Lary 
Alba, Cordell Goode,Consuelo Ledbetter, Sue Rottner, 
George Altinus,James Rhodes, Emily Huang, and Margaret 
Jacobs. Other winners were Roger Boyar, Rick Whitham, 
Norma Appley, Albert Lax, Kurt Trieselmann, Karen Olin, 
and Lynne Parker.Tom Lill took top honors in the monthly 
individual, followed by Delores Kelley. 
	 In promotions, congratulations to Susan Emminger, 
who achieved  Life Master. Kudos also to Delores Kelley, 
who made Club Master.
  	 For our hand of the month ,you are dealt: 

♠x  ♥−−−  ♦AK109XX   ♣AKQxxx
	 The auction usually proceeded: 1♦(you) 1♠(LHO) 1 
or 2NT(Pd) Pass.  Your bid? Several openers made simple  
work of the hand with a nice 6♣ rebid, giving partner a 
choice of slams. 6♣ was converted to 6♦, which rolled.
Greedy match-point mavens who meandered into 6NT 
were (justly, IMO) rewarded with a minus score. ‘Til next 
time…

San Fernando Valley
by Jimmie Swan

	 Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 23, at 
12:30p.m., the day of the Majorie Goldberg Memorial 
Game, at the Bridge Academy.

Congratulations to those members who have 
reached new levels!

Gold Life Master:  Marty Blain
Sectional Master:  Allan Palansky 

and Maddy Schwartz
Junior Master:  Chuck Sarture

70% games at the Bridge Academy
Leda Danzig & Susan Somogyi   71.88%
Merkie Rowan & Jerry Shapiro   71.58%

Ellen Anten & Steve Gross   70.99%
Marta Peltz & Andy Vinock   70.99
Ellen Anten & Steve Gross   70.63%
Susan Somogyi & Sy Zemlyn   70.08

Congratulations to all of you!

Palm Springs Regional
	 Gloria and Ron Malkin had a 71.42% game in a 
299er game, in this Regional.  Fantastic!
	 There were more first place wins when Ellen Anten 
and Steve Gross won a Swiss Team game.  Twice, 
Nance Lodge and her team won a 299er Swiss Team 
game.  Margy and David Sievers were first in not only 
a Swiss Team game but in a Knockout event.  And, Carol 
and Norm Bloomfield were first in a Swiss Team game.  
Congratulations to all of you! 
	 Howard Kaufman and Donna Davidson played in 
a 138 table open game and came in 3rd overall.  Way to go 
you guys!
	 Armand and Glenna Szulc played in three events 
and finished in the overalls in all events, bringing home 
more gold.  Congratulations!
	 Congratulations to the other players who also came 
home with points from this Regional:  Dave Lodge, Andy 
Vinock, Bill Morton, Larry Gordon, Marty Blaine, 
Susan Somogyi, Allan Bloom, Peggy Amato, Sue 
Sarture, Carol Rand, Joan Farrar, Dick Wiggins, Dave 
Posley, Joan Feldman, Janet Cooper, Marta Peltz, 
Elaine and Jim Roth, Eileen and Nate Gittleman, Jan 
Richter, and Terry Morton.

San Francisco National
	 Congratulations to those of you who had first place 
victories at this National:  Mike Fierman, Bill Ng, Andy 
Vinock and Marjorie Michelin.

Torrance South Bay
http://home.netcom.com/~asmager1/sbbchp.htm

by Steve Mager

Upcoming Events at the South Bay Bridge Club

Club Championship:  Friday, February 1, 11:30
Club Championship: Thursday, February 7, 7:00
Club Championship: Monday, February 11, 11:30

Unit Game Board a Match Teams: Sat, Feb 16, 1:00
District 23 STAC: Monday, February 18 thru Sunday 

February 24
STAC Handicapped Swiss Teams: Sun, February 24, 1:00

There will be Friday night games on February 1 and 
February 15.  

There are now Handicapped Swiss Teams every Tuesday 
night at 7:00 PM.

Card fees for the Monday night game have been reduced 
to $4.00

Club Championships
	 The December 10 Club Championship was headed 
by C. Valerie Gamio/Dean Kaloudis in Flight A with 
Arthur Rue/Mary Overby taking both Flights B and 
C. The December  11 Handicapped Swiss was won by 
Lucy Tredennick, Wayne Otsuki, Bea and John Brailliar 
in Flight A with Winnie Ninneman, Bruce Merchant, 
Henry Crowder and Freddie Spradlin up in Flight B. The 
December 28 Club Championship saw Lucy Tredennick/
Mary Ann Coyle taking Flight A honors with Shirley 
Goldenson/Al Corwin on top in Flight B and Beverly 
Narahara/Carole King-Kepperling winning Flight C. 
The January 4 Club Championship was won by Sheryl 
Kohlhoff/Brian Richardson. The January 8 Handicapped 
Swiss was led by the quartet of Winnie Ninneman, Bruce 
Merchant, Henry Crowder and Freddie Spradlin. The 
January 15 Handicapped Swiss was captured by the quartet 
of Tamra Boyd, Regis Smith, Gerri & Ron Carlson.
The January 16 Club Championship was won by Barbara 
White/Jackie Hess in Flight A followed by Sheryl Kohlhoff/
Carol McCully taking Flight B Honors.

TSB Overall Finishers in Western Conference STAC
	 Overall finishers in games played at the South Bay 
Bridge Club during the Western Conference STAC are 
listed in the following.
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THUR AM 299ER PAIRS 6.0 Tables
  D	 E	 F   
  1			   E. J. (Jim) Lechner, West Toluca Lk; Eva Seri, Burbank 	  75.42%
 2/3			   Pam Gudish, San Pedro; Kathy Rudolph, Rnch Plos Vrde 		
			   57.50%
 2/3	 1	 1	 Joan Farrar, West Hills; Esther Kain, Woodlan Hill 57.50%
  4			   Marsha Winer, Pls Vrds Pnsl; Marianne David, Rncho Pls 		
			   Vrd  57.08%
 	 2	 2	 Carol Hellebrand - Kathryn Luft, Yorba Linda  53.33%
 	 3		  Kent Vining - F Ferratta, Santa Barbara 51.67%

  FRI AFT SWISS 12 Tables
  A	 B	 C   
  1			   Daniel Raider, San Mateo; James Merzon, Morro Bay; 			 
			   Prudence Saunders, Palo Alto; Thomas Hanford, Surprise  AZ  62.00
 2/3 			   Yas Takeda - Chizuko Yang, Hacienda Hgts; John Ionescu, 		
			   Tustin; John Villman, Yorba Linda  54.00
 2/3 	 1		  Yatindra Sahae, Carmel Valley; Alfred Lee, Rncho Pls Vrd; 		
			   J Sutcliffe, Agoura Hills; Jon King, Balboa Island  54.00
  4  	 2		  Roberta Leavitt, Westlake Vlg; Tammy Pepper, Thousand 		
			   Oaks; Matthew Mallory, San Diego; Milton Kalikman, 			 
			   Azusa  47.00
   	 3 		  Lynne Newman, San Diego; Ann McClelland, La Canada Flt; 		
			   Solange Graziani, W Los Angeles; Mimi Stull, Bakersfield 		
			   45.00
		  1	 Genise Hasan, Claremont; Linda Ananea, San Dimas; Helen 		
			   Wang, West Covina; Richard Patterson, Glendora   31.00

 EARLY BIRD OPEN PRS 24.0 Tables / Based on 25 Tables
  A	 B	 C   
  1			   Marjorie Michelin, LA; Andrew  Vinock, Woodland Hills 		
			   65.01%
  2			   Steve Mager, Hermosa Beach; Lucy Tredennick, Lomita  		
			   60.87%
  3        		  Michael Mikyska, Sherman Oaks; William Schreiber, Van 		
			   Nuys	 58.96%
  4       		  Mark Itabashi, Murrieta; John Farr Jr, Lomita 58.85%
  5    			  Lynette Martin - James Martin, Oceanside 58.46%
  6       		  Gary King, Hermosa Beach; Ted Gibbs, Rncho Pls Vr 			 
			   56.17%
	 1	 1	 Jim West, Granada Hills; Carl Brooks,  Whittier 53.66%
        	2		  Thomas Lill, Chino; Vic Sartor, Fontana    53.38%
    	 3	 2   	 Brian Dixon - Steve Gupta, Glendale  53.10%
        	4 	 3   	 Carolyn Kish - Rita Sorgi, San Diego 53.02%
        	5 	 4   	 Randall Hamlin, Fountain Valley; Mark Fraser, Fullerton                             	
			   52.74%

      	 6	 5	 Sue Moore - Kim Modrich, Fullerton 50.73%

FRI AFT 299ER PAIRS   5.5 Tables
  D	 E	 F   
  1	 1	 1	 Gary Swinhart, Sunland; Amr Elghamry, Monrovia 58.33%
 2/3	 2	 2	 Barbara Fenmore - Barton Fenmore, Rancho Mirage 55.63%
 2/3			   Terri Combs, Sun City; Donna Seyfried, Canyon Lake  55.63%
   4 	 3		  Jack Rippy - Sharon Rippy, San Clemente   54.69%

MORNING SIDE SERIES  3.0 Tables
  A	 B   
  1  	 1		  Mimi Stull, Bakersfield; Solange Graziani, W LA   61.00%
 2/3	 2   		  John Villman, Yorba Linda; John Ionescu, Tustin  54.00%
 2/3  			  Yas Takeda - Chizuko Yang, Hacienda Hgts 54.00%

FRIDAY AM 299ER PAIRS  6.0 Tables
  A	 B	 C   
  1	 1	 1	 Lynne Parker - Mary Miller, Claremont  64.58%
  2   	 2		  Mel Fineberg, Las Vegas NV; Carlos Garcia, Hacienda Hgts   		
			   62.08%
  3			   Judy Johnson, Escondido; Jill Roberts, San Diego  55.83%
 4/5	 3	 2	 Carol Hellebrand - Kathryn Luft, Yorba Linda  54.17%
 4/5 			   Jerry Androus, La Verne; Paule Ford, Upland 54.17%
    	 4		  Kent Vining - F Ferratta, Santa Barbara 50.83%

FRI EVE SWISS TEAMS    7 Tables
  A	 B   
  1		  Yas Takeda, Hacienda Hgts; William Ng, Chatsworth; Michael 		
		  Ventri, Fullerton; B Horiguchi, Gardena  64.00
  2	 1	 Alfred Lee, Rncho Pls Vrd; Harish Singh, Diamond Bar; 			 
		  Yatindra Sahae, Carmel Valley;    John Ionescu, Tustin 60.00
 3/4		  G S Jade Barrett, Elk Point SD; Barbara Lasky, Fawnskin; Jim 		
		  Looby, Burbank; Chris Moll, Jefferson City TN  41.00
 3/4	 2	 Roberta Leavitt, Westlake Vlg; Tammy Pepper, Thousand Oaks; 		
		  Matthew Mallory, San Diego;  Gregory Vernon, Ridgecrest  41

EVENING SIDE GAME SERIES  7.0 Tables
  A	 B	 C   
  1	 1		  Robert  C.F. Wang, El Monte; Shiu-Ming  Huang, San
 			   Marino 64.78%
  2	 2	 1	 Malou Flato, Austin TX; Dan Botoaca, Glendale  58.78%
  3	 3		  Janet Wickersham, Sierra Madre; Teri Atkinson, Bakersfield  57.79%
  4			   Marcus Evans, La Palma; Daniel Williams,  Denver 57.10%
  5			   Rai Osborne, Anaheim; Renee Alpert, Orange    55.16%
   	 4	 2	 Carolyn Kish - Rita Sorgi, San Diego   50.20%
 		  3	 Jim Canty, Berkeley; Gretchen Smith,  Piedmont  47.37%

NIGHT OWL OPEN PAIRS  7.0 Tables / Based on 9 Tables
  A	 B	 C   
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  1			   Mark Bartusek, Santa Barbara; John Jones, Hacienda Hgts   63.99%
  2               	 Cathy Nathan - Marc Nathan, Thousand Oaks  61.04%
  3            		 Harry Sacks, Hacienda Hgts; Orhan Gurbuz, Huntington Bh 		
			   60.65%
  4               	 Chris Lubesnik, Bronx NY; Gary Moore, Northridge 54.72%
  5	 1	 1	 Roger Lee - Sean Lui, Arcadia 53.52%
        	2		  Vern Vanderpol, Pasadena; Mary Belle Hoenig, Lomita   50.08%
        	3		  Rand Pinsky, Valencia; Mark Raggio, Rancho Palos Vd   			
			   48.55%
       		  4	 David Ruoff, Corona; Lary Alba, Ranch  Cucamonga   48%

LAST CHANCE KO - BKT 1 10 Tables / Based on 16 Tables
   1   	Ellen Anten, Encino; Steve Gross, Westlake Vlg; John Mohan, 			 
	 Huixquilucan Mexico; Carol Pincus, Las Vegas NV
   2   	Rae Murbach - Jerry Murbach, Altadena; Samuel Haveson, LA; 			 
	 Eugene White Jr, Playa del Rey
 3/4  	Julian Heicklen, Teaneck NJ; Bill Eisenberg, Perris; Greg House, 			
	 S San 	 Fran; Peter Benjamin, Culver City; Hamish Bennett, 			 
	 Menlo Park
 3/4  	Sally Clark - Steve Clark, Carlsbad; V Everett Boyer, San 			 
	 Bruno; Lu Kohutiak, Murrieta

LAST CHANCE KO - BKT 2 10 Tables
   1	 Harry O’Neil, Perris; Mary St Julien, Lake Forest; Judith Jones, 	 Huntington Bh; 	
	 Marcus Evans, La Palma
   2  	 Sherie Schneider - Rita Levin - Alan Schneider, Beverly Hills; 
	 Viktor Anikovich, LA
 3/4 	 Hank Dunbar - Fern Dunbar, Lakewood; Diane Sachs,  Rossmoor; 		
	 Sudershan Sood, Cerritos
 3/4	 Rick Lepscier, Las Vegas NV; Jeanne Dea, Sierra Madre; Lewis  Greenwood - 	
	 Rita Greenwood, Cathedral City

SAT AFT SWISS TEAMS  17 Tables
  A	 B	 C   
  1			   Martin Blain - Armand Szulc - Glenna Szulc, Woodland 			
			   Hills; Susan Somogyi, Van Nuys 63.00
  2			   Larry Mohr, Woodside; Gene Simpson, San Rafael; Bruce 		
			   Ferguson - Brenda Keller, Boise ID    62.00
  3  	 1	 1   	 Jerry Smith, LA; Carol Lang, Newbury Park; Larry Doose - 		
			   Lyn Doose, Thousand Oaks      55.00
  4              	 Robert Irani, Laguna Niguel; Ahmed Sorathia, Chino; Subba 		
			   Ravipudi, Downey ; Jeff Strutzel, Redondo Beach  50.00
 5/6       		  Sally Clark - Steve Clark, Carlsbad; V Everett Boyer, San 		
			   Bruno; Yvonne Hernandez - Lu Kohutiak, Murrieta  46.00
 5/6			   G S Jade Barrett, Elk Point SD; Barbara Lasky, Fawnskin; 		
			   Jim Looby, Burbank; Chris Moll, Jefferson City TN    46.00
        	2		  Roderic Kerr, Long Beach; Allen Golbert - Michael Galante, 		
			   Anaheim; Michael Ventri, Fullerton  45.00
	 3		  Carol Turner - Romi Kerfoot - Mark West, San Diego; 			 

		  Jeanne Griffin, Escondido  35.00

 A/X OPEN PAIRS  13.0 Tables / Based on 32 Tables
  A	 X   
  1	 1	 James Martin - Lynette Martin, Oceanside    60.06%
  2		  Wayne Otsuki, Rncho Pls Vrd; Steve Mager, Hermosa Beach   		
		  59.48%
  3	 2	 Francoise Weston, Laguna Hills; Mary Ann Coyle, Rncho Pls 		
		  Vrd    55.72%
  4	 3	 Art Gulbrandsen, Monrovia; Mike Spero, Burbank   55.23%
  5	 4	 Mark Teaford, Las Vegas NV; Steven Johnson, San Diego   	  54.52%
  6	 5	 Brian Gilbert, Irvine; Phil Clayton, San Juan Capo  53.64%
   	 6	 Lewis Himmell - Rhoda Himmell, Beverly Hills   53.01%

B/C/D OPEN PAIRS  16.0 Tables / Based on 18 Tables
  B	 C	 D   
  1	 1	 1	 Joel Koransky, San Jose; Henry Koransky, Beverly Hills 			
			   60.34%
  2			   Janet Wickersham, Sierra Madre; Teri Atkinson, Bakersfield  		
			   57.85%
  3 	 2		  Thambu Nadarajah, Mississauga ON; Sharon Beran, 
			   Huntington Bh   57.37%
  4          		  Janice Richter, Woodland Hills; Paul Mostman, Granada 			
			   Hills  57.05%
  5	 3		  Calvin Waller - Jo-Anne Waller, Rncho Pls Vrd  56.33%
  6     			  David Cheshire, Torrance; Jeanne Tamaki, CC   55.93%
        4  		  Ada Bakalar - David Bakalar, Buellton  54.41%
        5   		  Jo Ellen Praklet, Pleasanton; Gary Shepley, SD  52.96%
        6  	 2	 Dan Axtell, Valencia; Lamonte Johnson, Castaic   52.32%
         	3 		  Gerri Soffa Carlson - Ronald Carlson, Ranch Pls Vrd 50.88%
          	 4	 Howard Taub, Santa Monica; Daphne Nussbaum, LA   50%

SAT MORN 299ER PAIRS  5.5 Tables
  D	 E	 F   
  1	 1	 1	 George Farley, Corona Del Mar; Leon Kraus, Newport Beach 
 			   63.13%
  2	 2	 2	 Barbara Fenmore - Barton Fenmore, Rancho Mirage 58.13%
  3    			  Jonathan Harvey, Riverside; Thomas Lill, Chino  54.38%
  4  	 3 		  Clifton Cates, Pasadena; Amr Elghamry,  Monrovia   53.65%

SAT AFT 299ER PAIRS  4.5 Tables
  D	 E	 F   
 1/2	 1/2	 1/2	 Mark Speizer - Nancy Speizer, Long Beach 59.17%
 1/2	 1/2	 1/2	 Valerie Greenberg - Alan Greenberg, Ojai      59.17%
  3     3		  Pat Lile - Nancy Nakanishi, Pasadena          54.86%
  4  			   Kurt Trieselmann, West Covina; Marion Miller, LA   54.17%

SAT EVE SWISS TEAMS   6 Tables
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  A	 B   
  1		  David Gasper - Marlene Warren-Gasper, Lancaster; Yas Takeda, 		
		  Hacienda Hgts; B Horiguchi, Gardena 68.00
  2	 1	 Dan Botoaca, Glendale; Solange Graziani, WLA; Prudence 			 
		  Saunders, Palo Alto; Fung Bao, Cupertino  58.00

SATURDAY AFT-EVE OPEN PRS   9.0 Tables / Based on 10 Tables
  A	 B	 C   
  1			   Harry Sacks, Hacienda Hgts; Hayim Ninyo, Irvine   58.88%
  2 			   Cathy Nathan - Marc Nathan, Thousand Oaks 56.34%
  3  			   David Wakeman - Rita Wakeman, Irvine          54.67%
  4			   Arthur Moore - Dominique Moore, Arcadia       53.82%
  5 			   Paul VanMiddlesworth, San Marcos; Bob Bratcher, Vista       52.95%
  6 			   Charlotte Sturm - Stephen Sturm, Fullerton    52.87%
      	 1		  Joyce Nakasaki - Joseph Thomas, Redondo Beach  50.03%
       	 2	 1	 Sean Lui - Roger Lee, Arcadia  46.09%
        	3		  C. Valerie Gamio, Pls Vrds Pnsl; Carol Frank, Burbank  45%

WHAT ROOM TODAY KO-BKT 1   8 Tables / Based on 19 Tables
   1   Michael Shuman, Pasadena; Jeffrey Goldsmith, Tujunga; Alexander 		
	 Kolesnik, Calabasas; Mark Bartusek, Santa Barbara; Roberto Scaramuzzi - Kent 	
	 Hartman, San Diego
   2   Janet Ju - George Wang, El Monte; Phil Schaefer -Nell Schaefer, LA
  3/4	 Josh Sher, Woodland Hls; John Jones, Hacienda Hgts; Leo Bell,  Long Beach; 	
	 Rick Henderson, LA;Marshall Miles, Redlands

 WHAT ROOM TODAY KO-BKT 2  - 8 Tables / Based on 13 Tables
   1	 Robert  C.F. Wang, El Monte; Shiu-Ming Huang, San Marino; Jack 		
	 Chao, Oceanside; Mark Tang, Seal Beach
   2	 Yatindra Sahae, Carmel Valley; Jon King, Balboa Island; J Sutcliffe, 		
	 Agoura Hills; Alfred Lee, Rncho Pls Vrd; Harish Singh, D. Bar

WHAT ROOM TODAY KO-BKT 3 - 8 Tables / Based on 11 Tables
   1  	 David Ruoff - Gary Olson - Susan Ruoff, Corona; Herbert Stampfl, 		
	 Ran Cucamonga
   2	 Alan Curtis - Michael Neuser - Virgil Taylor - Suzanne Robertson,  Thousand 	
	 Oaks

WHAT ROOM TODAY KO-BKT 4  8 Tables
   1	 Keith Hafen - Susan Hafen, Long Beach; Mark Hartzell, LA; Sandra 		
	 Franciscus, Pasadena
   2	 Ashok Sethi - Meena Sethi - Rita Sorgi - Carolyn Kish, San Diego

FAST PAIRS  7.0 Tables
  A	 B	 C   
  1			   Bob Bratcher, Vista; Paul VanMiddlesworth, San Marco   63.90%
  2			   Robert Micone, Tustin; Nunzio Martorina, Midland TX   58.63%
  3	 1		  Tony Lipsky - Fred Vescial, Laguna Woods      56.46%
  4			   Harry Sacks, Hacienda Hgts; Mark Sacks, Irvine  55.08%
  5			   Francoise Weston, Laguna Hills; Bo Bogema, Torrance   53.46%
	 2	 1	 Jo Ellen Praklet, Pleasanton; Gary Shepley, SD 49.79%
  	 3	 2	 Ginnie Blitzman, Mission Viejo; Charles Messall II, Laguna  Beach   	
			   49.58%

FLIGHT A/X SWISS TEAMS 32 Tables / Based on 55 Tables
  A	 X   
  1		  Ellen Anten, Encino; Steve Gross, Westlake Vlg; Carol Pincus,  Las Vegas 	
		  NV; John Mohan, Huixquilucan Mexico 101.00
  2		  Jeff Fang, Arcadia; Rick Henderson - Adam Meyerson - Elianna  Ruppin, LA; 	
		  Mike Savage, Signal Hill; Nicholas Martino,  Marina del Rey     94.00
  3 		  Julian Heicklen, Teaneck NJ; Steven Love, Laguna Niguel; 	  Mark Itabashi, 	
		  Murrieta; Bill Eisenberg, Perris  92.00
 4/5	 1	 Peter Szecsi, Pasadena; Herman Helber, La Verne; Art  Gulbrandsen, 
		  Monrovia; Mike Spero, Burbank   90.00
 4/5        	 Ted Gibbs, Rncho Pls Vrd; Alan Myerson, Sherman Oaks; Nell Schaefer - 	
		  Phil Schaefer, LA  90.00
  6  		  Josh Sher, Woodland Hls; Alexander Kolesnik, Calabasas; 			 
		  Marshall Miles, Redlands; Gary Brown, San Francisco; Stephen 		
		  Goldstein, Gardena     88.00
7/10        V Jay Tipton - Linda Tipton, Irvine; Corinne Kirkham - Jim 			 
		  Kirkham, San Bernardino 86.00
7/10		  Suzanne Lebendig - Alan Le Bendig, LA; James Senter - Gale 		
		  Senter, San Clemente  86.00
7/10	  2/3Sally Clark - Steve Clark, Carlsbad; Yvonne Hernandez - Lu 			 
		  Kohutiak, Murrieta; V Everett Boyer, San Bruno 86.00
7/10 2/3	 Stanley Snyder, La Habra; David Wakeman - Rita Wakeman, 			
		  Irvine; B Horiguchi, Gardena       86.00
	 4	 Linda Peterson, Playa Del Rey; Eugene White Jr, Playa del Rey; 		
		  Viktor Anikovich - Constance Fishbach, LA  76.00
	 5	 Martin Blain, Woodland Hills; Susan Somogyi, Van Nuys; Gary 		
		  Frans, Calabasas; Joan Rubin, Encino  69.00

 FLIGHT B/C/D  SWISS TEAMS - 23 Tables
  B	 C	 D   
  1			   David Ruoff - Susan Ruoff - Gary Olson, Corona; Herbert  Stampfl, Ran 	
			   Cucamonga     99.00
  2			   Mario Mory - Phyllis Mory - Nancy Heck - Karen Byrd, LA  98.00
  3	 1		  Ronald Purkis - Susan Emminger, Upland; James Erpenbach, 		
			   Arcadia; Oliver Norsworthy, Burbank    97.00
 4/5			   Jeanne Dea, Sierra Madre; Robert Chui, San Marino; Chin-		
			   Cheng Fang - Edward Hsi, Arcadia 89.00
 4/5			   Judy Bongarzone, Carpinteria; Mollie Love, Montecito; 			 

			   Evelyn Shafer, Santa Barbara; Debbie Bolduc, Goleta 89.00
  6	 2	 1	 Susan Johnson - John Johnson, Newport Beach; Cynthia 			
			   Greer, Mission Viejo; Lucille Hovland, Fountain Valley    87
	 3		  Ada Bakalar - David Bakalar, Buellton;  Renee Alpert, 
			   Orange; C L M Duff, Costa Mesa  81.00
        4	 2	 Joel Sandberg - Judy Sandberg, Hacienda Hgts; John Brant - 		
			   Fran Brant, Whittier 69.00
        5	 3	 Jerry Smith, LA; Carol Lang, Newbury Park; Larry Doose - 		
			   Lyn Doose, Thousand Oaks   64.00

AFT SIDE GAME SERIES - 10.00 Tables / Based on 6 Tables
  1/2  	Ben Brock, Canyon Lake  106.62%
  1/2  	Barbara Baisden, Wildomar 106.62%
  3/4  	Arlene Dick, Sherman Oaks   83.10%
  3/4  	Jill Bornstein, Sherman Oaks   83.10%

EVENING SIDE GAME SERIES - 18.25 Tables / Based on 7 Tables
   1   	Gregory Vernon, Ridgecrest  131.37%
  2/3  	Robert  C.F. Wang, El Monte 123.28%
  2/3  	Shiu-Ming Huang, San Marino 123.28%
  4/5  	Janet Wickersham, Sierra Madre 117.02%
  4/5  	Teri Atkinson, Bakersfield  117.02%
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Super Heart Raise and Jump Shift Responses
by Mike Savage

	 In my dedicated partnerships we don’t play strong jump shifts. We play that over 
one of a major, jump-shifts in a lower suit are invitational and that all jump shifts to two 
of a major are weak. Thus 1H-2S is weak, 1m-2M is weak (all 2-level jump shifts into a 
major are weak) and 1H or1S-three of a lower suit (1H-3C & 3D, 1S-3C, 3D, 3H) are all 
invitational bids (3-level jump shifts in a lower suit over a major are all invitational) – 
solving some 2/1 response problems.
	 I like this structure very much. It’s very easy to remember as well: 2-level JS in a 
major are weak and 3-level JS in a lower suit over a major are invitational. The only 
exception to 3-level jump shifts being weak is that we also play that 1C-2D and 1D-3C 
(a minor opening) shows a limit raise or better in opener’s minor - so 1D-3C becomes the 
only 3-level jump in a lower suit that is not natural and invitational (it’s not a JS over a 
major after all). If you play this way, then you can also play (and I think it works fairly 
well) that 1H-1NT-2H-2S (the “Impossible” 2S) now can be used to show either a highly 
invitational heart raise or a 2-suited minor take-out with invitational values. Since we 
have an immediate jump shift over 1H for the invitational one-suited minor hands, we 
don’t need the 2S relay over 2H to show them and we can use 2S to show either a hand 
with two long, good minor suits with invitational values or a highly invitational heart 
raise!!!
	 What value is a super-good heart raise, you ask? Well sometimes partner has opened 
1H with a six-card heart suit and a super-dog.  Being able to show a very good heart raise 
by first bidding 2S and then 3H will allow opener to pass with a very weak opener and bid 
game with a sound opener. With an iffy invitation to 4H, responder can simply raise 2H 
to 3H and if he has a hand that even though he has only responded 1NT, he wants to be in 
4H opposite any 1H opener with a six-card suit (very weak or not) he can jump straight 
to 4H. 
	 So here is a reasonable basic response structure to handle both two-suited invitational 
minor hands and the highly invitational heart raise after 1H-1NT 2H:
 
1H-1NT 2H-2S = Shows an invitational hand with two long minors or a highly 
invitational heart raise. 

Responses:  
2NT = Denies both a three or 4-card minor and a 0/1-looser heart suit. 
	 3C or 3D = Shows responder’s best/longest minor and is usually passed. 
		  3H = Shows a very good heart raise, usually a 3-card forcing INT limit raise. 
	 3C or 3D = Shows three or four cards in the minor and could be passed. 
		  3H = Shows the very good heart raise.
	 3H = Shows a stand-alone six or 7-card heart suit and might hold a three-card 	
		       minor. 
	 3S = Shows support for both minors and values for game in either minor or hearts. 
	 3NT = Shows a probably no-looser 6-7-card heart suit and maybe a spade honor. 
	 4C or 4D = Shows a good fit for the minor and values for game in the minor or 
hearts.
      	 Waddaya think? Sounds promising to me.
 	 Our single jump-shift package seems like a good one: Weak major jump shifts at the 
two-level, invitational jump shifts in a lower suit at the 3-level after a major opener and it’s 
rounded out by our limit raise or better jump shifts in the other minor (1C-2D and 1D-3C). 
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Antelope Valley-
Santa Clarita #556

AV Bridge Club
661-940-8522 or 661-943-5712

858 W Jackman St. Lancaster, 93534
Tuesday	 noon	 Open
Wednesday	 6:30	 Open
Friday	 noon	 Open
Sunday	 1:00	 Open

Valencia Bridge Studio
Senior Center 661-253-1105

22900 Market St, Santa Clarita 01321
Manager: Kathy Swaine Dir: Rand Pinsky
Tuesday	 6:45	 Open/Stratified

Downey-Whitier Unit #564
Downey Women’s Club 714-322-5505
9813 Paramount Blvd., Downey 90240

Wed	 10 am	 Open
Friday	 10 am	 Open
1st Friday	 10 am	 Unit Game

Glendale-Verdugo Unit #553
The Glendale Regency Bridge Club

818-500-8669
303 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale 91202

All games are open/stratified
Tuesday	 noon 	 dir: Calvin Smith
Wednesday	 7:15	 dir: Pat Abbey
Thursday	 noon	 dir: Tim Stocks
Saturday	 1:00	 dir: Calvin Smith
2nd Sat	 1:00	 Unit game, 12:15 	
		  lunch

Long Beach Unit #557
Long Beach Bridge Center 562-498-8113

4782 PCH Long Beach 90804
Monday	 9:30	 Open
	 12:30 	 Open & NLM
	 7:00 	 NLM
Tuesday	 12:30 	 Open & 99er
	 4:15	 OPEN
Wednesday	 12:30 	 Open & NLM
	 7:00	 Open & 199er
Thursday	 12:30 	 Open
	 7:00 	 49er
Friday	 9:30	 Open
	 12:30  	 Open & NLM & 99er
	 4:15	 Open
Saturday	 12:30  	 Open/Stratified
Sunday	 1:30	 Open

Pasadena-San Gabriel Unit #559
Bridge Center

626-445-3797 or 626-357-1590
333 N. Santa Anita Ave, Arcadia 91006

Director: Art Gulbrandsen
Monday	 noon	 299er & 99er
	 7:15	 0-1500 MP & 99er
7:30                         	Open
Tuesday	 11:00	 Open & 99er
	 7:15 	 Open
Wed	 7:15 	 299er
	 7:30	 Open
Thursday	 11:00	 Open
                    7:15     	0-1500 MP & lessons
Friday	 11 	 Open
	 7:30	 Open & 299er
Saturday	 10:30 	 99er & 299er
	 1:00	 Open
Sunday	 1:00	 Open - except 1st 	
		  Sun

 Elk’s Lodge of Arcadia
27 W Huntington Dr.

Arcadia, 91007
Dir: Marie Nimmrich

Monday	 noon	 Open
Unit Game - 1st Sunday

lunch at noon, game at 1 pm 

Pomona-Covina Unit #551
LaFetra Bridge Club - 626 335-1985

Two Locations
333 E Foothill Bvld, Glendora 91741

Tuesday 	 8:45am	Open
Thursday 	 7:00pm	Open
Friday 	 8:45am	Open
 

Knights of Columbus Building
2024 E. Route 66
Glendora, 91740

Wednesday 	9:30 	 easybridge lesson 
Wednesday 	1   	 thinking bridge 
			   lesson
Wednesday 	6:30  	 all levels lesson 
2nd Sun 	 1:00	 Unit Game
		  lunch - 12:30 

San Fernando Valley Unit #561
San Fernando Valley Bridge Academy 

818-999-9131 
6733 Variel

Canoga Park, 91303
1/2-hour lecture before all 

junior & novice games
Monday	 11:00	 Open & NLM		
	 7:15	 stratified & novice 	
		  clinic
Tuesday	 11:00	 Open & NLM 
Wednesday	 11:00   	Open & NLM
	 3	 clinic
	 7:15 	 stratified 
Thursday	 11:00	 Open & NLM 
	 3 	 conventions class 
Friday	 11:00	 Open Stratified 
	 7:15 	 open stratified 
		  sectional rated
		  triple black points 
Saturday	 1:00	 lunch & stratified

Torrance-South Bay Unit #568
Beach Cities Bridge Club 

714-526-3129 
3007 Vail, Redondo Beach 90278

Director: Thelma Donovan
Friday	 12:30	 Open

Inglewood Beach Club 714-526-3129
3007 Vail, Redondo Beach 90278

Director: Warren Briggs
Friday	 7:00	 Open

South Bay Bridge Club 
310-325-7222 

24100 Narbonne Ave. St 105, 
Lomita 90717

Monday	 11:30	 Open/Stratified
	 7:00	 Open/Stratified
Tuesday	 7:00	 Open/Stratified
2nd&4th Tuesday at 7  Handicap Swiss
Wednesday	 11:30	 Open/Stratified
	 6:30	 NLM
Thursday     10:30  	 NLM (10:00 lecture)
	 7:00	 Open/Stratified
Friday	 11:30	 Open/Stratified
1st&3rd Friday at 7	 Open/Stratified
Saturday  	 10:00	 Novice Game
3rd or 4th Sunday at 1:00-Swiss Teams

Veterans Park Bridge Club
301 Esplanade, Redondo Beach 90277

Director: W. Briggs
Monday	 6:00	 Open
Wednesday	 12:30	 Open

West Los Angeles Unit #562
Beverly Hills Bridge Center 

310-657-6933
games at Beverly Hills Tennis Center
325 S La Cienega Blvd., BH 90211

FREE PARKING - all games, all the time
Monday	 12:30	 Open
	 7:15	 Open
Tuesday	 12:30	 Open
	 7:15	 Open
Wednesday	 12:30  	 Open & Jr/Nov 	
		  Clinic
Thursday	 12:30	 Open
	 7:15	 Open
Friday	 12:30	 Open
Saturday	 1:00	 Open
	 7:15	 Open
Sunday	 1:00	 Open , D: Cyma 
Aronow

11514 Santa Monica Blvd., LA 90025
Tuesday: 	 7:15	 Open

Barrington Bridge Club 310-966-4144
11514 Santa Monica Blvd., LA 90025

Monday	 9:30 	 Lesson & I/M
 		  with Adrienne Green    
	   	 Novice & Advanced 	
		  Beginning With Pat 	
		  Banks
	 12:30	 Open Stratified
Tuesday 	 9:30	 Lesson beginners & 	
 		  novice Pat Banks
	 12:00 	 * with George Siegel
		  Open Stratified
Wednesday	 10:00  	 * with Wayne Karson
	 12:30	 Stratified 199er
7:15	 I/M 2/1 with
 		  Adrienne Green
Thursday 	 10:00    Thinking Bridge 	
	              class - Wayne Karson
	 12:30 	 Open/Stratified
	 7:15	 Novice/ Int Bridge 	
		  Clinic
                                 With Pat Banks
Friday	 10:00    Advanced Beginners/  
                                  Int.Bridge Class-
                               	 w/ Pat Banks
	 12:00 	 * with Sandy Rink
	 12:30  	 Open/Stratified
	 7:15   	 Open/Stratified with
                         	 special bracket for 
199er
Saturday	 1:00     	Open/Stratified
Sunday	 1:00    	 Open/Stratified 
		  *supervised play

Candy’s Club 310-652-6116
8039 Manchester, Playa del Rey

Tuesday	 12:30	 Open
Wednesday	 12:00	 Open
Thursday	 12:30	 Open
Closed 2nd Tuesday of the month
 

Marina City Club 
(310) 713-8647 or (323) 369-5494

Dir: Viktor Anikovich
4333 Admiralty Way

3rd floor, Center Tower
Tuesday	 7:30	 open w/ free lesson

The Palisades Game
Pacific Palisades Woman’s Club

901 Haverford (Sunset at Temescal) 
90272

818-535-7410 (game time)
818-883-0690 (reservations)

Wednesday	 7:15	 Open (dinner at 6:30)

District 23 Bridge Club Directory

Anaheim Unit #513
Anaheim Bridge Club 714-520-9632 

201 E. Center St., Anaheim 92805
www.youhold.org 

Monday	 11:00	  w/lunch
	 7:00	
Wednesday	 11:00	  w/lunch
	 7:00	
Friday	 11:00	 w/lunch
	 7:00	
Saturday	 1:00	
2nd Sun	 1:00	 Team game 
4th Sun	 1:00	 Unit Championship
 w/lunch at 12:30
all games  Open Stratified

Placentia Public Library
411 E. Chapman (near Kraemer) 92870

Wednesday	 7:00	 Open

Balboa Unit
http://www.acbldistrict22.com/515/

Halecrest Tennis & Swim Club
3107 Killybrooke Ln

Costa Mesa, 949-233-6655
1st Sun	 1:15      Unit Game, Open
Monday* 	 12:15    99er (lesson at 11)
Wed 	 12:15    Open & 299er
		         (lesson at 11)
* phone # for Mon game - 949-347-1356

Park Newport Clubhouse
Jamboree & San Joaquin Hills Rd.

Tuesday   	 12:15    Open/Stratified
         	 7:00    	 Open/Stratified
Thursday 	 12:15 	 Open/Stratified
      	 7:00 	 Open/Stratified
 

Huntington Beach Club 714-842-3838
Huntington Beach Women’s Club

420 10th St., Huntington Beach 92648
Monday	 12:15	 Open/Stratified
Friday	 12:15	 Open/Stratified

Saddleback Unit #525
Leisure World Clubhouse 7

Moulton Ave (north of El Toro Rd)
2nd Sun	 1:00		  Unit Game 

Bob’s Game 949-586-9488
Monday 	 12:30      Murray Center
Thursday	 noon   Sea Country Center 

Leisure World - games everyday
home.fea.net/~lwdbc

949-268-2420

Dana Harbor Unit #538
Dana Harbor Bridge Center 

www.danaharborbirdgecenter.org
24921 Dana Harbor Dr. #B103, 

Dana Point 92629 949-248-1268
Monday	 12:30	 Open/Stratified
	 7 pm	   Easy Bridge
Tuesday	 12:30    Open/Strat & 299er
Wednesday	 12:30       Open/Stratified &
non-life master game
        	 6:30        Open Swiss Teams
Thursday	 12:30 Open/Strat&299/
NLM
Friday	  7:00	 Open/Stratified
3rd Sun	 12:30	       Unit Game
4th Sun	 12:30	 Swiss Teams

Santa Ana Unit #541
Orange County Bridge Club 

714-569-1960
13912 Ponderosa, Santa Ana, 92705

Monday	 7:00		  Open
Tuesday	 6:00	 beginner lesson
Wednesday	 7:00		  Open
Thursday	 6:00		    novice les-
son		  7:00		
NLM
	 7:15 	 INV game
Friday	 7:30		  Open
Saturday   11:00		      INT/ADV
         12:30   Open (lunch at 12)	

Orange County Unit Game
LW Duplicate Bridge Club

(Thomas Guide OC 891 D7)
2nd Sun	 1 pm	 Stratified

Bob’s Games (949)586-9488
Monday	 12:30	 Mission Viejo
Thursday	 noon	 Laguna Niguel

LWDBC Games Everyday
home.fea.net/~lwdbc

Southern Gold Coast Unit #532
Bridge Academy II 805-495-0385

77 Rolling Oaks Dr, 
Thousand Oaks 91361

Monday	 10:30	 Open
Tuesday	 10:30	 Handicap
	 7:00		  Handicap
Thursday	 10:30	 Handicap
	 7:00	 Novice, Handicap
Friday	 10:30	 Handicap
Saturday	 10:30	 Handicap

Orange County, Southern Gold Coast, Santa Ana

for directory changes, 
please email

bridgenews@acbldistrict23.org
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Wednesday nights Pacific Palisades
Buffet dinner & dessert              6:30
Stratified duplicate bridge          7:15

901 N. Haverford  
(off Sunset @ Temescal)

Call Tony Scott (818) 883-0690

Monday Morning, December 17
4A............................. Maurice Suhre/John J. McDermott
8B.................................. Bob Bacharach/Henry Crowder

Wednesday AM, December 19
1A........................................... Dick Cheng/C. M. Meaux
17A  4B......................... Bob Bacharach/Henry Crowder

Wednesday PM, December 19, Non Life Master
5/6A........................................Ann Andres/Margaret Yeh
6B...................................Karen OíNeil/Jeanine Shamaly
6C................................... Johnny Arceri/Marilyn Landau

Thursday AM, December 20, Non Life Master 
2A...........................................Ron Prando/Margaret Yeh
4A.....................................Elaine Bleiweiss/Barbara Coe
3B  3C ....................................Dorothy and Peter Joseph
4C.................Suzanne Kuuskmae/Shameem Rahimtoola

Friday AM, December 21
11B...........................Norm Imberman/Booth Tarkington

Friday AM, December 21, Newcomers Pairs
1.................................... Marilyn Landau/Midori Dekiba
2...................................................Greg Black/Ed Srenco
3......................................Rowena Gilbert/Martha Bragg
4......................................... Joyce Field/Marilyn Skolich  

Unit Game
	 There will be a unit game on Saturday, February 16 
at the South bay Bridge Club. Start time is 1:00 pm. Lunch 
will be served before the game at 12:30. The format will 
be board-a-match teams, so please sign up as a team of 
four. Reserve your spot early since the number of tables is 
limited to 18. Sign up in person at the South Bay Bridge 
Club or by email to unit568news@yahoo.com.

GUV Award

	 The GUV Award this month will be shared between 
Brendan Sexton, Mary Ann Coyle and myself.  Brendan is 
Mary Ann Coyle’s youngest son. He doesn’t play bridge 
but is often seen as a caddy in local tournaments. Mary 
Ann and I had an ACBL tournament game scheduled on 
Bridge Base Online. She was late driving home  (so what’s 
new) and called Brendan and asked him to turn on her 
computer, bring up BBO and sign her up for the tourney. 
	 On the very first hand I held ♠ATxxxx ♥Qxxx ♦x 
♣xx.  Mary Ann was still not quite in the driveway and 
asked Brendan what I had bid. Actually Mary Ann was 
the opening bidder and I had not bid. Brendan was not too 
familiar with BBO or Bridge in general but did see a small 
heart next to my name. This is supposed to mean you are 
a friend of the player on that computer.  Brendan didn’t 
realize this and said I bid a heart.  Mary Ann held 17 HCP 

with ♠KJx ♥AK ♦ xx ♣AQxxxx and chose to respond 
2♣ to my supposed opening of 1♥. In actuality she was in 
first seat so it looked to me like she had opened 2♣. 
	  I can’t remember the rest of the auction exactly 
except my LHO got into the bidding and bid diamonds 3 
times.  While all this was going on Mary Ann’s computer 
crashed as she came in the door and I was given a temporary 
partner by the BBO director. I wound up declarer in 6♠ 
having taken Mary Ann’s 2♣ bid seriously. Amazingly 
I had a play. After ruffing the second diamond lead and 
having heard 3 diamond bids by my LHO, I chose to hook 
RHO for the spade queen. Wrong. The club king was in the 
box so I could have made it.  

Na Zdrowie

West LA
by candy

	 ALACBU President, Bill Schreiber, last month de-
cided to act very presidential.  Unfortunately the president 
he decided to emulate was Gerald Ford.  He tripped on a 
coffee table breaking both arms and a couple ribs.  Wish-
ing Bill a speedy recovery and the next time pick a more 
graceful president as your role model.  Rick Turner is re-
covering from surgery and should be back soon.  
     Every once in a while someone reminds me that people 
actually read this stuff I write (you foolish people).   Karen 
Byrd read my column and sent me a message that at the S.F. 
Nationals she won a KO.  Knowing that there are people 
out there reading my stuff almost makes me feel like I 
should write things more appropriate for a unit columnist.  
Sorry... almost isn’t enough, the metamorphosis from 
caterpillar to butterfly isn’t going to happen.
	 Back to congratulating winners. Viktor Anikovich 
and Guy Green won the North American Pairs.  That’s the 
good news, the bad news is they won enough money to 
get to Detroit, but not enough to fly home.  Good Luck in 
Detroit.
	 The January Unit Board meeting is held to welcome 
new members and vote on officers.  After welcoming new 
member Ed Feldmann, it was on to the elections.  Howard 
Einberg tried to find a replacement for president, only to 
hear his name being moved, seconded and voted on making 
him Emperor. Wife, Sandy, reminded every one that all 
over the world heads of states are being overthrown and 
she would fully support any coup. Sandy then reminded 
the board that even Napoleon got a couple years off to go to 
Elba and Corsica and there a couple Caribbean Islands we 
can banish Howard and herself to (I think at this moment 
she’ll even take Catalina).    Mario Mory is the new vice 
president and Fred Mautner is still treasurer with Jordan 

Chodorow cheerfully secretary.  
	 Sam Haveson is still in charge of sanctions and chose 
Tuesday January 22 and Thursday February 14 (Valentines 
Day) for Unit Wide Championships and Tuesday March 4 
Regular Unit Champ.
         I was just told after a long illness Culver-Marina 
member George Yorg died recently.   Our sympathy goes 
out to Magda and all his friends in the bridge world.  Also, 
Ruth Seltzer passed away, a sad loss to the WLA Unit. Bad 
news does seem to come in threes: Doris Chambers has 
also died.  A long time member of the Culver-Marina Unit 
Board.  My sympathy goes out to her children Fred and 
Christy and her long time friends and partners. I will long 
remember her Sherry cake and southern accent. 
	 Pete Benjamin has a goal to win the lottery, this 
month he had to settle for a Kiwanis raffle and a 70% game 
with Aram.  Other 70%ers were Dick Ryder & Paul Smith, 
Herb Ehrman & Don Krause, Chuck Fonarow & Sam 
Haveson, Nancy Heck & Danny Kleinman, Leah Coulter 
& Tony Medley  
 	 Club champs were Barrington “A” Beverly Goldstein 
& Suzanne LeBendig “B” Lee Reinman & Chuck Maltz 
“C” Gloria Cohen & Beverly Hinkley.  BHBC “A” Lillie 
Tobin & William Jackson, Herb Ehrman & Don Krause, 
Joyce Lelah & Delia Juul-Dam “B” Linda Peterson & 
Connie Fischback, Ida Bader & Harriet Pope. Cyma’s  
“A” Sheri Rivera & Aram Bedros, Suzanne LeBendig & 
Marshall Cherkas “B” Rhoda Weisler & Sam Litovsky, 
Norma & Sy Feshbach.   Marina City STAC “A” Barry 
Stultz & Tony Medley “B” Gioia & Leonard Eisman “C” 
Mori Taylor & Walt Miglinas. 
	 I’ve decided to go on a unit columnist power trip 
and put peoples names in the column just because I can.  
So in honor of February holidays there is Elaine Holiday.  
Celebrating Valentines Day one needs Margaret Flowers, 
Ruth, Brian and Marshall Rose. While this is written 
by Candy, there is no chocolate in our unit, but Barbara 
Diamond and Marina Shampaine are a nice touch.   For 
President’s Day while Thompson Adams represents two 
presidents Arthur Adams can claim three- Chester, John & 
Sam.  More than one President Johnson with Bill, Donella, 
E.L., Gerald, Robert & Willa.  More presidential names are 
Ella Jackson, Michael Grant, Beverly, Jacqueline & Mori 
Taylor, Judith Buchanan, John B. Hayes, Julie & Rudolph 
Wilson, Emma Ford, and Kathleen Foley Carter.  For all 
those times people misspell Taff I should probably include 
Caroline, but I know better, so I won’t.    
      More silliness next month....

normally my pass would be for penalty and I should have 
bid my best suit.  In this case I really di dn’t have one so I 
should have bid 3CCC. Alternate guru (you finally made it 
in, D.S.) said a pass by me was a reasonable bid, providing 
of course that partner and I had an agreement, which we 
did not.  How does your partnership handle this: (2SSS 
– DOUBLE – REDOUBLE - ?) – I’d love to hear your 
suggestions.

That’s enough embarrassment for now. Just 
remember not to lead partner into a dark hole without a 
flashlight and no way out. By the way, my partner, being 
the kind Capricorn she is, did forgive me. Barely.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY AND HAPPY 
BRIDGING.  I can be reached at KibitzwithKarraine@
yahoo.com. 

DINNER AND BRIDGE
Friendly Game - Great Value

the kind�Ī fࡦ


