NOTHING TO DO ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT
Random jottings by Bob McMahon
SUNDAY
We rolled off the Portsmouth-Fishbourne ferry at lunch time, and headed for the BARGEMAN’S REST in Newport. The band (only on Sunday lunchtime) were OK, but we preferred to have our lunch sitting outside in the sun, looking over the river.

Then straight to the Royal Hotel to check in. With things to sort out in the bridge room, no time to lie on a sun lounger by the outdoor heated swimming pool or walk to the viewpoint overlooking the bay, but there was just time to walk towards the new(ish) Art Deco caff/piano bar with its (usually windy) outside patio looking down towards the Spyglass Inn.
MONDAY

We should have postponed or cancelled the morning seminar: the rain started as it ended. We headed west to see the church in St Lawrence, which displays stained glass windows by pre-Raphaelites Burne Jones,  Ford Madox-Brown and William Morris. That’s enough churches: the 12th century church nearby can wait another year.
It was too wet to walk to St Catherine’s lighthouse or round Mottistone Manor gardens, so off through Freshwater Bay. Helen allowed herself to be dragged round three of Totland’s four charity shops, where my star purchase was van Gogh’s ‘First Steps’,  probably a print. Yarmouth Castle would have been nice but it was too far from the car park in the rain, so on to the Folly Inn, between Newport and East Cowes, eating much too large a lunch looking out over the marina, surrounded by people in yachting gear. Osborne House was not far: maybe another year.
TUESDAY

I was guest of three ladies going to Shanklin for a game of crazy golf on one of the town’s two courses: the upper one next to the snack bar selling enormous slabs of home-made cake. I ended in silver medal position. Must try the one on the front next year: a sort of pirate ship theme. 
Lunch across the road in a thatched-cottage café before a saunter round town: a few craft shops, a couple more charity shops. I got a hebe and a lavatera for £1.

WEDNESDAY

Much more like IoW weather. I gave the botanical gardens a miss: apparently they were a little worse for wear after a poor winter. But Steephill Cove had to be done, and a crab sandwich and a quick hello to Andy who left the Royal Hotel a couple of years ago to run a café there. A gentle stroll along to the Spyglass: if you can’t manage the strenuous route to Steephill Cove, the Spyglass is a short walk from a parking meter.
And that was it, non-bridge-wise. I still haven’t been to (rather than through) Cowes, and only once to Newport, apart from the Bargeman’s Rest. It’s years since I went round Osborne House or Carisbrooke Castle. The apparently haunted shell of Appuldurcombe House, which has regular falconry displays, and the famous Garlic Farm, which I still resist despite some very positive reports, will have to wait another year, likewise Godshill, full of thatched cottages, tea shops, gift shops and even a maze. Tony Lloyd has kindly shared his useful thoughts, added without editing.
IoW Thoughts

2nd edition

Bembridge Mill
1750 Windmill in working order. Fascinating old engineering at the dawn of the Industrial Age. Volunteer guide and model to explain workings. Don’t wear a skirt as step ladder access ways are very steep. Bus Route 8

Bembridge Foreshore.

Crab and Lobster Inn for lunchtime snacks. Bus Route 8

Brading Roman Villa

Really interesting and, for me, not to be missed. Must rank as one of best presented Roman Villas in Britain. Knowledgeable and down to earth guide. Many tessellated mosaics in excellent order. Enclosed in a superbly architected purpose made building. Wear warm clothing as conditions are maintained at quite a low temperature. Bus Route 8

Carrisbrooke Castle

One mile south west of Newport. Entry £8 and probably worth it but we just took a gentle stroll for half-an-hour or so all round the castle on public footpaths.

Shorwell

4 miles south of Newport towards Brighstone on Bus Route 12

Nice little pub The Crown. Sandwiches or meals all day

Patio Deck by a clear pond fed by a mill stream. Ducks coots and Large trout all of which love bits of bread

Shanklin Old Village

Four miles along the coast from Ventnor on Bus Route 3. Quaint thatched craft shops, pubs and restaurants. Plenty of reasonably priced parking. Pleasant lunch stop.

Petrol from Ventnor about 5 miles away; inland from Shanklin at Morrison’s in an area called “Lake”

Ventnor Botanic Gardens

One mile stroll along the coast from Ventnor or Bus Route 6. Not really a going concern in mid-May. Bit tatty but probably better in June. Although the weather may have delayed preparations.

Alum Bay 

Worth a visit. Bit “kiss-me-quick” but well-kept and plenty of facilities. Chair-Lift down to the beach is quite thrilling. You can get a boat out for a close-up view of The Needles. Good value for a fiver.

Walk out to The Gun Battery takes half-an-hour. Up hill going out or there is a bus every halfhour. Battery is fairly interesting and there’s a café for refreshment.

Most of the places referred to are on the internet, so you can see what they look like, together with more detailed and accurate information than I can supply. Dates for next year are already on the current holiday list: I am already looking forward to it.
