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The Hawkeye Bridge Association, Unit 216 of the ACBL 

Prez Sez 
By Bonni Newton 

WE HAVE HAD AN 
EXCITING SUMMER. 

Greater Des Moines Holiday 
Regional:   Even though our 
table count was low (738 ta-
bles down almost 60 tables 
from 2016), we made $2100. 
Thanks to Kate and Barb’s ex-
pert planning and frugality. 
Also Thanks to Maggie and 
Craig Nelsen for hosting our 
Hospitality Room.  Their days 
were long, eight to almost mid-
night, throughout the whole 
tournament.  They were also 
phenomenally frugal with their 
budget.  Please extend your 
appreciation to each of them 
for their tireless work. 

Our Bridge Concepts were very 
well attended.  Thanks to Kate 
for promotion, Jessica Chance, 
Toby White and Rich Newell for 
their fantastic classes.  Our 
Newcomers Workshop and 
Luncheon were also well at-
tended.  Thanks to Lois Kribs, 
Rita Reed, Marge Burnett, 
Shirley Krentz for the excellent 
luncheon.  Paul Spong, Mike 
Smith and Bonni Newton held 
newcomer classes.  The cook-
ies seemed to be very well re-
ceived as were the small tro-
phies given for 1st places.  
Penny Rittgers organized the 
registration desk and also gave 
us the wonderful quilt.  Mary 

Lou Agocs and Janice Kimm 
manned the Partnership 
Desk.  This will be ML’s last. 
Thank her for her wonderful 
years of organizing our part-
nerships. Thank you to Car-
olyn and Ron Nielson for or-
ganizing our caddies.  Thank 
you to Rose Legg and Carolyn 
Sabroske for making and do-
nating the convention card 
holders.  Another thanks goes 
to all who helped with regis-
tration, hospitality,  food do-
nations, set-up and clean-up.  
Please take the time to ex-
press your appreciation for all 
who helped with the Regional. 

Another aspect was canvass-
ing the area restaurants to 
promote our regional.  Barb 
Maas organized this effort. 
Several visited the various 
restaurants.  Thank You so 
much for your help.  Please 
check the Bulletin Board for 
participation Restaurants.  I 
encourage you to frequent 
these restaurants and ex-
press your appreciation from 
our bridge community. 

Missing were a lot of our reg-
ular bridge players- You were 
missed but you also missed a 
very good time at our regional 
tournament 

Stars of Tomorrow:  Our Stars 

Tournament was also not well 
attended. We feel there were 
too many competing activities, 
mainly the Solheim Cup. We 
are hoping to improve upon 
this next year.  We recently 
learned of a “Non-Life Master 
Regional” that we are looking 
into for next year.   I will keep 
you posted. 

Coming Up, Defibrillator:  We 
should be getting a defibrilla-
tor fairly soon. We will be hold-
ing a class on usage and en-
courage anyone who is inter-
ested to attend.  Check our 
Bulletin Board for details. All 
Club Owners and Directors 
will be required to attend. 

Corn Belt Tournament:  We 
have changed the schedule of 
events.  This has caused some 
consternation. We will not 
have a Two-Session Swiss on 

(Prez cont. on page 10) 
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Officers 
Bonni Newton         President 

Kate Reynolds         Vice Pres. 

Penny Rittgers Secretary 

Carolyn Miller Treasurer 

Craig Nelsen    Past Pres. 

  

Board of Directors 

2017 Eric Hill 

 Gregg Walsh 

 Bonni Newton 

 Craig Nelsen 

2018 Kate Reynolds  

 Barb Maas 

 Penny Rittgers 

 Margie Brennan 

2019   Carolyn Miller 

 Carolyn Sabroske 

 Bill Wallace 

 Dee Wilson 

 

Committees 
Tournament Advisory:   

Linda Johnson 
Membership:  

Carolyn Sabroske 

Appeals: 
Pete Wityk, Jim Swanson 

Recorder:  
Carolyn Sabroske 

Audit:  
Rich Newell 

Calendar: 
Scott Riley 

Education Liaison: 
Penny Rittgers  

Webmaster:  
Bud Stowe 

Hawkeyer: 
Terry Swanson 

Hawkeye Bridge  
Association DES MOINES 

Bridge Center  
8529 Hickman Road 

Urbandale, IA 270-0868 
 

Sunday 
2-4:30 pm     (0-100)  
Lesson/Chat Bridge: 
Nancy Wilson 285-9916 
  
Monday 
12 pm    (1000/2000/open) 
12 pm    (100/300/500) 
6 pm      Free Lesson 
6:30 pm  (0-100) 
Newcomer Game 
Nancy Wilson 285-9916 
 

Tuesday 
12 pm      (0-2000) 
12 pm  (200/300/500) 
Nancy Wilson 282-9916 
  
Wednesday 
12 pm       Free lesson 
12:30 pm (20/50/199)   
Bonni Newton 778-0899 
7 pm      (500/1000/1500 or 
any non-LM partnership) 
Gregg Walsh 771-4802 

  
Thursday 
12 pm    (1500/2500/open) 
12 pm    (300/750/1000) 
Gregg Walsh 771-4802 
  

Friday  
9:00            Lesson 
9:30-11:30  Supervised Play 
Replay hands-No scoring 
Bonni Newton 778-0899 
  
Saturday 
12 pm        (300/500/750 
or any non-LM partner-
ship) 
12 pm        (Open)  
Gregg Walsh 771-4802 

Unit 216 Club Games 

Welcome  
Y’all come to the  
Greater Des Moines 
Cornbelt Sectional 
Sept 14-17 

 

Th@7PM: Stratified Pairs 

Fri@10AM: Stratified Pairs 

Fri@3PM: Stratified Pairs 

Sat@10AM: Stratified Pairs 

Sat@3PM: Single Session Swiss 

Sun@10AM: Stratified Pairs 

Sun@1PM: Eight is Enough 

 

 

AMES 
Heartland Senior Services 

205 South Walnut 
 

Sun. 1:15 pm       (open) 
Ira White 
292-5616   or     802-1246 
  

Tue. 6:30 pm        (open) 
Ray Schoenrock 
 232-4717   or   291-3444 
  

Thur. 6:30 pm         (open) 
Ira White 
292-5616   or  802-1246 
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The Splinter Bid 

By Jessie Chance 

 

The splinter bid is a useful ad-
dition to any pairs' bidding ar-
senal. It is a specialized type of 
raise that may facilitate getting 
to a slam with less than 33 
points. How strong does part-
ner need to be to use a splin-
ter. The guideline is between 
'13 to 15 points COUNTING 
distribution.  
 
Here are some of the criteria 
required to make a splinter 
bid. 
• Controls plus tricks can 

produce slam on less than 
33 points 

• Point count is not very ac-
curate with unbalanced 
hands that have a good fit. 

• With a fit, knowing about 
shortness can help diag-
nose a good slam on fewer 
points. 

• The Splinter: A double 
jump shift shows a raise to 
game (MUST HAVE 4 OR 
MORE TRUMP) and the 
suit bid shows a singleton 
or void. 

• For slam, opener needs 
controls, good trumps, and 
no wastage. They should 
not have values in their 
partners splinter. 

• Opener can splinter over 
responder's response and 
responder can splinter on 
the second round of bid-
ding for ex: 

Opener Responder 
1♦  1♥ 
4♣ 
or 
Opener Responder 
1♣  1♥ 
1♠  4♦ 
 

ln the first example 4♣by 
opener is a splinter bid in 
support of hearts and a sin-
gleton or void in clubs. In the 
second 4♦ by responder is a 
splinter bid in support of 
spades and a singleton or 
void in diamonds. Splinter 
bids are usually for major 
suits. How can you tell which 
jumps are splinters?  They 
are usually defined as any 
new suit response higher that 
a jump raise,  
 
For example 
• After a l♥ opening 3♠, 4♣, 

or 4♦ are all splinter rais-
es, each showing a differ-
ent singleton or void.  

• After a 1♠ opening 4♣, 4♦, 
or 4♥, are all splinter bids. 

 
Now let’s examine some 
hands where you would use a 
splinter bid. 
 
Example 1 
Opener Responder 
♠AK654 ♠Q10987 
♥KQ6  ♥A542 
♦862  ♦5 
♣A6  ♣KQJ 
 
Example 2 
♠AJ65  ♠KQ743 
♥9  ♥876 
♦KQJ4  ♦932 
♣AQ102 ♣J4 
 
In the first example the bid-
ding would go 1♠ by opener 
and responder with 15 play-
ing points, 12 in high cards 
and 3 for the singleton dia-
mond and at least 4 trump 
would splinter in diamonds 
showing a singleton.  From 
openers point of view this is 

very good news because he 
has no wasted values in the 
diamond suit and now 3 losers 
becomes only one. Game in 
this hand is easy and slam is 
definitely a try.  So opener 
would probably ask for aces as 
he doesn’t have two quick los-
ers. Notice that the partner-
ship has only 28 points com-
bined. Had responder splin-
tered in hearts now opener 
would not have been so quick 
to bid slam because his KQ of 
hearts are wasted values. 
 
In the second hand a 1♦ open-
er would elicit a 1♠ response 
and now a splinter bid of 4♥ 
showing spade support, a sin-
gleton heart and enough 
points for game even though 
responder only promised 6 
points for his response. Even 
though responder has no 
wasted heart values, he has a 
very minimum hand and 
would simply bid 4♠. 
 
What do we do with the follow-
ing hands after our partner 
has opened 1♠?  (Try these 
yourself BEFORE looking at 

the answers.) 

(Splinter cont. on page 10) 
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Squeezed Again 
By Pete Wityk 

I am playing in a match point-

ed pairs local club game with a 

regular partner against a 

strong pair.  With partner as 

dealer and NS Vul, I pick up: 

 

♠K9752  ♥Q8  ♦A103  ♣K84 

 

Partner opens 1♣.  Over a Pass, 

I bid 1♠.  Over the next Pass, 

partner rebids 1N.  After anoth-

er Pass, I rebid 2♦.  This is new 

minor forcing; asking partner 

to describe their hand.  After 

yet another Pass, partner 

jumps to 3♠ showing top of the 

range and 3 card support.  Af-

ter a Pass, I continue to 4♠ 

which closes the auction which 

has been: 

N E  S W 
  1♣  P 
1♠ P 1N P 
2♦ P 3♠ P 
4♠ P P  P 

 
The 7♣ is led and the following 

dummy appears: 

♠Q104 
♥A107 
♦Q94 
♣AQ53 
 

7♣ lead 
♠K9752 
♥Q8 
♦A103 
♣K84 

 
I should have 3 ♠ tricks, 3 ♣ 

tricks, two A and lots of oppor-

tunities for anywhere from 2 to 

4 more tricks.  The opening 

lead could be anything from 

one to 4 ♣ ( 7 from 97xx ).  I 

play the trey from dummy and 

beat the nine with the King.  

Drawing trump seems appro-

priate.  I lead the two of ♠ to 

the 6, dummy’s Queen and 

the trey.  Then I run the 10 of 

♠ to the 8, 5 and Jack.  East 

now cashes the Ace of ♠, 

drawing the 4 from dummy, 

the 5 of ♥ and my 7.  East 

switches to the 6 of ♦, which 

goes to the 4, the 8 and my 

10.   I lead the 4 of ♣ to the 

deuce, the A and the 10.  I 

continue with the Queen of ♣ 

to the Jack, 8 and six.  On 

the 5 of ♣, West discards the 

2 of ♥, I throw the trey of ♦ 

and East the trey of ♥.  I re-

turn to my hand with the 9 of 

♦ to the deuce, my Ace and 

East’s 7.  On the King of ♠, 

East discards the 4 of ♥, 

dummy the 7 of ♥ and West 

the 6 of ♥.  On my 9 of ♠, 

East discards the Jack of ♥, I 

play the 7 of ♥ from dummy, 

and West the 2 of ♦.  I lead 

the 8 of ♥ to the King, Ace 

and 9.  Dummy’s 10 of ♥ goes 

to the J of ♦, my Queen of ♥, 

and the King of ♦. 

 
The full hand was 
 

♠K9752 
♥Q8 
♦A103 
♣K84 

♠83  ♠AJ6 
♥9652  ♥KJ43 
♦J852  ♦K76 
♣J109  ♣762 

♠Q104 
♥A107 
♦Q94 
♣AQ53 

 
Post Mortem 

4 making 5 for +650 was a top.  

East’s comment was, 

“Squeezed again.  I hate it 

when you do that!” 

 

In my Moving to the A Side 

class, I teach that many 

squeezes can be defeated by 

either attacking the declaring 

side’s entries or by eliminating 

threat cards.  Not only did East 

fail to do either of those, but 

East squandered the available 

entries by cashing the other 

trump winner.  When winning 

the Jack of ♠ East should rec-

ognize that when they are 

holding 12 HCP, W holds next 

to no high cards.  Assuming 

that N is 5-3-3-2 or something 

close, the threats are  in the 

red suit.  E can be subject to a 

squeeze since they guard both 

red suits.  E can do nothing to 

effectively attack ♦.  But, if W’s 

5 of ♥ is the start of an echo 

showing an even number, W 

holds 4 so that E holds 2.  

And, it doesn’t matter whether 

(Squeezed cont. on page 11) 
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Bidding Bewilderments 
By Toby White 

This summer alone, I have 

encountered multiple com-

mon bidding sequences for 

which a particular bid is ei-

ther misapplied or misinter-

preted by partner.  Some of 

these situations are quite 

basic, but repeatedly violat-

ed by less experienced play-

ers nevertheless, while other 

situations are quite tricky 

(or less common), which one 

only learns about by having 

a more experienced play-

er at the table make a 

friendly post-de-facto cor-

rection.  Here, I identify 

15 such bidding sequenc-

es, with the first 5 orient-

ed toward beginners, the 

next 5 for intermediate 

players, and the last 5 

geared toward advanced 

players who employ cer-

tain conventions. 

Beginning Sequences:  (let 

PTN = partner, LHO=left-

hand opponent, RHO=right-

hand opponent) 

1)  1C (you) – 1D (LHO) – 1H 

(PTN); The issue is whether 

1H guarantees 5 hearts or 

only 4.  Here, it promises 

only 4 (whereas 1C-1H-1S 

would promise 5).  When 

playing ‘negative doubles,’ if 

it goes 1C-1D-X, PTN 

should be 4-4 in the majors, 

but with only one 4-card 

major, she bids it now. 

2) 1C (you) – 1S (LHO) – 2D 

(PTN) – Pass (RHO) – Pass 

(you); Unfortunately, here, 

you have just made an im-

possible bid, as any new 

suit by PTN is 100% forcing 

(showing unlimited 

strength).  It doesn’t matter 

how light you opened, or 

how much you hate part-

ner’s suit – you must bid. 

3) 2D (you) – 2H (PTN) – 

Pass (you);  Once again, 

you have passed a 100% 

forcing bid by partner 

(unless you play this as 

non-forcing, which is alert-

able and not recommend-

ed).  Partner may have a 

huge hand, and wants you 

to say something more 

about your hand (for exam-

ple, do you like her suit 

(bid 3H), do you have a side 

suit/honor (bid 2S or 3C), 

or if neither, just rebid 3D). 

4) 1C (you) – 1S (PTN) – 1N 

(you) – 3S (PTN); this 

time, partner’s raise to 3S 

is neither strong nor forc-

ing; rather, it is only invi-

tational to game.  As 

opener your options are 

to pass, raise to 4S, or if 

you don’t care much for 

spades, but have a fairly 

solid balanced hand, risk 

3NT. 

5) 1H (you) – 1S (LHO) – 3H 

(PTN); The issue is whether 

partner is showing a limit 

raise or rather a pre-

emptive raise.  Here, the 3H 

bid should be weak, a 

blocking bid that makes it 

harder for LHO/RHO to find 

the right contract.  With a 

limit raise (or better), PTN 

should instead cuebid 2S. 

 

Intermediate Sequences:   

6) 1C (RHO) – Pass (you) – 

(Bewilderments cont. on page 6) 

15 (Fifteen)  

bidding sequences, 

when a particular bid is 

either misapplied  

or  

misinterpreted  

by partner 
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Pass (LHO) – 1NT (PTN); 

When a 1NT overcall is 

made in balancing seat, it is 

on average about 4 HCP 

lighter than if made in direct 

seat.  Note that the same 

principle applies to doubles 

in balancing seat.  Thus, 

here 1NT shows 11-14 HCP, 

not 15-18 HCP. 

7) 1C (RHO) – Pass (you) – 

Pass (LHO) – 2NT (PTN); 

Most people play that 2NT 

overcalls of 1-level bids are 

‘unusual,’ showing 5-5 in 

the two lowest unbid suits; 

however, that only applies to 

2NT overcalls in the direct 

seat.  In the balancing seat, 

2NT bids should resemble 

2NT openers.  If instead you 

have 5 hearts and 5 dia-

monds here (and enough to 

compete), just start with 1H. 

8) 1C (PTN) – Pass (RHO) – 

Pass (you) – X (LHO) - 1NT 

(PTN); The issue is whether 

PTN’s 1NT rebid shows a 

minimum opener or extra 

strength; The correct answer 

is that 1NT by PTN should 

show considerable extra 

strength, specifically 18-19 

HCP.  It cannot be 12-14 

HCP since you don’t have 

much, and it shouldn’t be 

15-17 HCP either, or else 

PTN would have opened 

1NT. 

(Bewilderments cont. from page 5) 9) 1C (you) – 1N (LHO) – 

2H (PTN); This is a rare 

situation where partner’s 

bid is not forcing, and in 

most cases, you would just 

pass.  With a good hand, 

PTN would probably dou-

ble the 1NT overcall for 

penalty, so without the 

double, you should as-

sume PTN is weak and 

long in hearts. 

10) 1C (you) – 1S (PTN) – 

1N (you) - 4N (PTN); I can-

not tell you how many 

times I’ve observed the 

next bid in this sequence 

(by you) to be 

5C/5D/5H/5S, which are 

all non-sensical.  The 4NT 

bid is purely ‘quantitative,’ 

which asks opener to ei-

ther pass with a minimum 

(12 – bad13 HCP) or raise 

to 6NT with a maximum 

(good13 – 14 HCP), as no 

trump suit has been 

agreed upon. 

Advanced Sequences:   

11) 1C (you) – 1S (PTN) – 

1N (you) – 2H (PTN); If a 

partnership uses the ‘new-

minor-forcing’ convention 

(which is somewhat stand-

ard now), this is another 

situation where partner’s 

new suit is non-forcing 

and shows a weak hand 

with at least 5 spades and 

at least 4 hearts.  The 

opener may legitimately 

pass or correct to 2S if not 

strongly preferring hearts 

over spades. 

12) 1C (RHO) – Pass (you) – 

1H (LHO) – 1NT (PTN); The 

meaning of partner’s 1NT 

bid depends on whether you 

(together) play the ‘sandwich 

no-trump’ convention.  If so, 

1NT means a highly distri-

butional hand in the other 2 

non-bid suits, but not 

strong enough for a takeout 

double.  If not, 1NT is a tra-

ditional 15-18 HCP overcall 

with stoppers in both of the 

opponents’ suits. 

13) 1H (PTN) – 2N (you) – 4C 

(PTN); If you and PTN play 

the ‘Jacoby 2NT’ convention, 

which most people now do, 

the 2N bid shows an open-

ing hand with at least 4 

hearts.  Then, the 4C rebid 

by partner (unlike 3C which 

shows shortness in clubs) 

shows a second suit of 5+ 

clubs. 

14) 2C (you) – 2H (LHO) – X 

(PTN); After a strong 2C 

opener, and an annoying 

overcall by the opponents, 

the typical modern treat-

ment, although perhaps 

counterintuitive to some, is 

to double with a ‘bust’ hand 

and to pass with enough 

values to at least 

(eventually) bid to game. 

(Bewilderments cont. on page 11) 
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Welcome to the NEW Hawkeyer Website 
By Bud Stowe 

For the past 20+ years, Kathi 

Kellen has maintained the 

unit’s web site keeping us in-

formed of any and all events, 

results, or activities related to 

bridge for the Des Moines ar-

ea. It was over 10 years ago 

that Kathi introduced me to 

BridgeWebs.com.  This site is 

where many other clubs have 

taken advantage of their ad-

vanced web system that is 

dedicated to providing the best 

facilities for bridge clubs 

throughout the world to share 

information with their bridge 

playing community. 

We have finally taken the 

steps necessary to move our 

web presence to this new 

framework. Our new web site 

can be found at http://

bridgewebs.com/unit216/. 

One of the best features of the 

new site is the maintaining of 

detailed results from each 

game showing every hand and 

every result in a pleasing 

graphic format. 

 

On the Home page you will 

find a list of options: 

 

News Page 

Information 

Bridge Classes 

Calendar 

Results 

The Hawkeyer 

Unit Board Meetings 

Members Only 

Useful Links 

Administration 

BridgeWebs 

 

This Home page will have ad-

ditional important and timely 

information, such as 

“Results’” and “Calendar” in-

formation 
 

As you select some of the 

Home page options you’ll find 

drop-down menus for the 

page you selected.  For ex-

ample, on the Information 

page, you will find 

additional options: 

Where & When, How 

to Find Us, Contact 

Us, Committee, Need 

a Partner?, and Pub-

lic Phone Directory.  

Not all of the options 

are completed yet, 

but you’ll get an idea 

of how accessible Unit 216 

bridge information will be. 

 

In order to make it as easy as 

possible to access, please read 

the Using the Site section un-

der the News Page menu. The 

site becomes easy to use not 

only for PCs, but for tablets 

and smartphones as well. 

There is a Members Only sec-

tion that requires you to have 

a password established, but it 

is not necessary for the casual 

user and currently provides 

little special extra information. 

The site is flexible for modifica-

tions and any ideas, com-

ments, or suggestions for im-

provement can be sent my 

way. As noted there’s a Con-

tact Us item within the Infor-

mation section of the site you 

can use. 
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Not long ago someone at the 

club asked me which conven-

tion would be best to add to 

their card.  I think they were 

expecting me to say “1430” or 

“Jacoby 2NT” but my answer 

to them was that they should 

endeavor to count out each 

hand to the best of their abili-

ties.  This drew a blank look 

from the person, as if I had 

somehow failed to answer the 

question properly.  After a 

Saturday afternoon game this 

person returned so I shared 

the question and my unex-

pected answer with Jessie 

Chance.  I then added, “You 

might get to make a Jacoby 

2NT bid once or twice a 

month, but the benefit from 

counting can be applied to 

every single hand you play”, a 

statement which seemed to 

meet with Jessie’s approval. 

I played bridge for about five 

years before I started to real-

ize how important counting 

the hand was.  Like many 

things in life, it is a discipline 

that you improve at through 

sheer effort and willpower.  

Fifteen years have passed 

since that realization and the 

sad truth is that I still do not 

count the hands or remember 

the information nearly as well 

as I should.  That I continue 

to work on this skill should 

demonstrate how important it 

is. 

I played one time with a C 

The Best Convention  

By Rich Newell 

player at the club who did 

not impress me with their 

play.  This person hoped to 

schedule a second game, but 

I told them it would only 

happen under one condition: 

that when they defended a 

hand against me sometime 

in the future, they should 

count it out and tell me the 

shape of my hand and rele-

vant high cards once the 

hand was over.  Sadly, this 

person never took me up on 

this offer; evidently it was 

too high of a price. 

The good news is that there 

is no secret to counting out 

the hand.  While the ability 

to process all the infor-

mation does not come over-

night, it is something you 

can develop over time entire-

ly on your own, without any 

help from anyone else.  If 

you plan to start doing this 

you may find it necessary to 

play a bit more slowly so you 

can take in the information.  

Don’t get caught in the trap 

of fast, mindless play; if you 

want to improve it will take 

time not only to learn what 

declarer’s shape is, but how 

the rest of the hand should 

unfold.   

So I leave the same invita-

tion out to other non-life 

masters who have yet to play 

a game with me: when I de-

clare a hand against you, 

warn me ahead of time (so I 

don’t claim early) that you ex-

pect to tell me the shape and 

high cards in my hand once 

the play is over and we’ll 

schedule a Wednesday even-

ing game sometime if you suc-

ceed.  I look forward to seeing 

how many of you take me up 

on this offer… 

Editor's Note:  I’m taking 

some wild pills at the mo-

ment  and so sometimes I 

can’t even remember what I 

made trump.  That excuse 

being confessed, I found a 

couple of sites that we (you 

and I) might find useful as a 

place to start practicing our-

counting. 

 

The Subtle Joy of Counting 

http://bridge.rfrick.info/ 

count.htm. 

 

Developing Counting Skills 

http://kwbridge.com/ 

counting.htm. 
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Up the ACBL Ladder (June, July) 
New Members: Joanne Emery, 
Jacquelyn Kaufman, Amar 
Nath, Darian Briell, Cindy 
Bunge, Donna Deatsch, Chris 
Grad, Willia Lackermann 
 

Junior Masters: Karen 
Cordes, William Long, Brenda 
Mouw, Jan Porto, Susan 

Wistey, Christopher Jones, 
Carol Pehap 
 
Club Masters: Jill Bassman, 
David Grace 
 

Sectional Masters: Dana 
Terndrup 

Fall Bridge Classes 
By Penny Rittgers (Education Chair) 

 

Beginner Bridge Lessons  
& Refresher Course 
Aug. 26-Oct. 21 
Sat., 9:00-11:30 am 
Bridge Center 
8529 Hickman 
Instructor, Nancy Wilson 
515-285-9916 
$40 for course and $15 for book 
 
How to Think at Bridge 

Tue., Sept 12, 7:00-8:30  
No registration necessary. Just show up. 
Instructor, Rick Kelly 

 
More Commonly Used Conventions 
Wed Sept.13-Nov. 8 
Wed. Mornings- 10 to 11:30.  
Please sign up by Sept. 6  
Bridge Center 
8529 Hickman 
Instructor, Bonni Newton 515-778-0899 or  
bjnbridge@live.com. Please text or email 
Target: ALL Wednesday Players plus Adv. Be-
ginners/Intermediate. The class will cover Neg-
ative, Take-Out, Cooperative, and Penalty Dou-
bles; Overcalls over Suits and No Trump; Two 
Suited Overcalls; Black-
wood & Gerber; Cuebid-
ding Controls; Leads and 
Signals.  
Book $15 and Classes 
$45/$5 per class 
 

 
 

 
Introduction to Contract Bridge 
8 weeks starting Tue. Sept.19 
Tue. 6:15-8:30p.m.   
Bridge Center 
8529 Hickman   
Instructor, Mike Smith  
Registration cost $40 payable to DMPS 
Plus the purchase of a book at $15 payable to 
the instructor at the first class 
Please register at the DMPS Community Educa-
tion web site at commed.dmschools.org with a 
credit/debit card OR call 242-8525. 
 

Bridge Basics for Beginners 
Bridge Center 
Aug. 20-Oct. 13 
Wed. & Fri.afternoons 
Fridays1:00-3:00 pm 
Bridge Center 
8529 Hickman 
Instructor, Paul Spong 
twohawkeyes@msn.com 
$15 for the book and $40 for the class 
 

Play of The Hand 
Beginning Sept. 7 
Thur. 10:00-11:30 am 
Bridge Center 
8529 Hickman 
Jessica Chance, instructor 
Content includes The Dangerous Opponent, 
Planning the Play at NT and Suits, Long Hand 
Short Hand, Managing Trump 

$5 per class 

Regional Masters: Denise 
Dornbier 
 

Bronze LM: Roseanne Rin-
derknecht 
 
Silver LM: Susan Seitz 
 
Sapphire LM: Pattee Mulford 



 

Page 10  Sept.’17 Hawkeyer 

Sunday.  We noticed that the 
750 to 1500 MP players are 
not playing on Sunday.  So we 
are experimenting with chang-
es. We are hoping that our 
schedule will be a good com-
promise. If. you like our new 
schedule, please attend.  Num-
bers will determine the future 
schedules for our sectional 
tournaments.  Your vote is 
your attendance.  

Unit Board Elections and 
Nominations:  Terms for Gregg 
Walsh, Bonni Newton, Eric Hill 
and Margie Brennan will be 
expiring.  Consider whether 
you would like to be on the 
board and what contribution 
you can make to our Bridge 
Community.  The Unit Board 
needs to be a working Com-
mittee.  Everyone on the Com-
mittee should make a commit-
ment to attend meetings and 
also chair, co-chair, or serve 
on some function or commit-
tee. We have appointed a Nom-
ination Committee.  They will 
be soliciting volunteers after 
the Corn Belt Tournament. 

New Web Site:  See Article in 
Hawkeyer for details.  A Thank 
you to Kathi Kellen for her 
past years of service and wel-
come to our new Web Master 
Bud Stowe. 

Classes:  This fall, we have 
four Beginning Classes and 
two for our more seasoned 
players. Please let your friends 
who are interested in playing 
know. I am sure they will be 
able to find a class that will 
suit them. 

I also want to thank Linda 

(Prez cont. from page 1) Johnson.  She organizes all 
our tournaments and func-
tions at the Bridge Center, 
and she is the reason things 
runs so smoothly.  She also 
is great at keeping our ex-
penses down.  Thank you so 
very, very much Linda.  You 
have made my life so much 
easier this year.  Unit 216 
players, please express your 
appreciation to Linda—
running tournaments can be 
a very thankless job. 

This is also our last paper 
copy of the Hawkeyer.  I 
would like to take the time to 

a)♠K983 ♥AK93 ♦4 ♣Q103 
 
b)♠KQ83 ♥AQ54 ♦AK32 ♣7 
 
c)♠AK3 ♥K7543 ♦K982 ♣void 
 
d)♠J1054 ♥K762 ♦5 ♣Q763 
 
e)♠AJ62 ♥void ♦KQ1072 
♣7632 
 
a) 4 Diamonds splinter 13 to 
15 points and singleton dia-
mond 
 
b) Too strong for a splinter. 
Use Jacoby 2NT or bid 2 dia-
monds 
 
c) You do not have 4 trump, 
bid 2 hearts first. 
 
d) You are too weak for a 
splinter. Just bid 2 spades. 
 
e) 4 Hearts, splinter. Remem-

ber, a splinter can be single-

ton or void. 

(Splinters cont. from page 3) 

thank Terry for her services.  
She has done an absolutely 
fabulous job.   Terry has 
agreed to oversee our website 
Hawkeyer. I cannot wait to see 
what she will do with this me-
dia.  Many of her former con-
straints will be lifted.  Definite-
ly Exciting Times . Thank you 
Terry and Harry Swanson 

I also thank all of you so very 
much for the privilege of serv-
ing you this past year. 

Limericks 
By Bob Shutt 

 

A woman played oft at the 
Bridge House 

As did  
her dear partner and spouse 
Her signals he usually dissed 
And his bid he often missed 

Even so  
she still loved the big louse. 

 
Listen bridge players  

you shall hear 
How he found his love  

so very dear 
He opened with his heart 

When a diamond did its part 
Black suits  

at a wedding then did appear  
 

Listen bridge players and you 
shall hear 

How to learn bridge  
in only a year 

For Twenty-five hours  
every day 

Go to the bridge house & play 
Soon you will play  
without any peer 
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15) 2H (LHO) – X (you) – 3H (RHO) – X 

(PTN); This sequence has come up twice 

this summer, with neither auction end-

ing well for my side (because PTN/I were 

not on the same page).  If one plays 

‘Responsive doubles’ through at least 3H, 

then the 2nd double here should show at 

least 4-4 in the minors and some playing 

strength; it should not show 4 spades be-

cause PTN would likely bid spades with 4 

pieces here. If not playing responsive 

doubles, the 2nd double is penalty.  

 

(Bewilderments cont. from page 6) 

A cursory reading of the Laws of Duplicate 

Contract Bridge shows that the dummy 

barely has the legal right to breathe. 

 

Some years ago, while declaring a hand in a 

Chicago tournament, after about trick 8, my 

partner piped up and said, “I just feel I have 

to say something—NOBODY but me has the 

tricks turned correctly!”  As declarer and a 

director, aghast at this outburst, and certain 

that the opponents would immediately sum-

mon the director and demand damages pay-

able only in blood, I asked my partner to be 

silent.  Not this partner, however, when she 

believed she was right!  Again, she said 

words to the effect that no one else had the 

tricks turned correctly.  After about my third 

request to please be quiet, she did and our 
opponents appeared unruffled and never, 

even after the hand, said a word about it.  

Perhaps they felt I was so distracted in my 

efforts to quiet my partner that any ad-

vantage gained would be theirs! Maybe they 

just believed her and looked at how she had 

the tricks turned. 

My partner and I did not speak again of the 

incident until several years later, when she 

too, had become a director. We got into a 

conversation about rulings, the Laws, etc., 

and the discussion wound its way to dum-

my’s rights. “They are practically nonexist-

ent,” said she. “Really,” I said, “how do you 

know that?” “You taught me,” she replied, 

“at that tournament in Chicago years ago.”  

You have to love such a partner! 

For those who may be interested, and can 

stay awake while reading more than ten 

words or so of the Laws of Duplicate Con-

tract Bridge, dummy’s rights are contained 

in Law 42. 

 

I’ve long believed that once the bidding 

starts, conversation should cease, except for 

proper questions about the meaning of bids, 

etc. Then there can be no question about the 

verbal passing of information or other infrac-

tions. I’ve also long believed that silence 

should prevail after you have just gotten a 

really good result on a hand. There really is 

nothing to be gained by ‘rubbing it in.’ 

N or W holds the Queen.  Leading the K of ♥ 

now and a small one when the Ace of ♠ wins a 

trick, eliminates the ♥ threat.  And the only en-

try to dummy is the Queen of ♦ since ♣ must 

be played before ♠ to squeeze E.  That means 

E will win the King of ♦ for -620!  So E should 

assume the blame for 

being squeezed!  All I 

can take credit for is 

taking advantage of 

E’s miscue. 

(Squeezed cont. from page 4) 

Silence and The Art of Being Dummy 
By the Cantankerous Cardmudgeon 

From the April 2009 Hawkeyer (Good advice still) 
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