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THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 27
§Stratified Open Pairs 10:30am
Washington Bridge Center, 1620 Elton Road, Silver Spring MD
" StrataFlighted Open Pairs, Stratified 199er Pairs (Christ the King Church
only), Stratified 99er Pairs (Beth El only), Newcomer Pairs (0-5 MP)
Beth El Congregation, 3830 Seminary Rd, Alexandria .. mpm
Christ the King Church, 2301 Colston Drive, Silver Spring
Capital Beltway to Connecticut Ave. South. Left on East-West Hwy. Rng}u
on Grubb Rd. 1st left on Colston. The church is one block on the left.
** % % Remainder of Tournament held at White Oak Armory Only * * * *
12200 Cherry Hill Road, Silver Spring MD
Capital Beltway East to US 29 North (Exit 30A- toward Columbia) or Capital
Beltway West to MD 193 West (Exit 29 - toward Wheaton); go % mile and turn
right on US 29 North. Go north 4 miles, then right on Cherry Hill Rdl. Right on
Robert L. Finn Dr. (immediately after Toyota dealer) and left into parking lot.

ERIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
©Stratified Open Pairs (singl .. 10:00am, 2:00pm
a Stratified Senior Pairs (single sessions)
§ Intermediate/Novice Pairs (single sessions)..
©StrataFlighted Open Pairs

SATURDAY. MARCH 1
a Senior Pairs (single sessions) +9:30am &1:30pm
§ Intermediate/Novice Pairs (single s 5). 30pm & 7:00pm
“ Newcomer Pairs (0-5 ints) (s s 1:30pm
©StrataFlighted Open Pairs (single sessio . 1:30pm & 7:00pm

SUNDAY, MARCH 2
2 A/X Swiss Teams, VPs .. 11:00am & TBA
§B/C Swiss Teams, VPs .. 11:00am & TBA
" 300/100/50 Swiss Teams, VPs (single sessions) .. . 11:00am & 4:00pm

N events: 199er, 99er, 49er, & 0-20; S'lmuﬁcalion at Director’s discretion

Open and Senior Stratified events are: A = 1500+, B = 500-1500, C = 0-500
StrataFlighted events are: A/X = 3000+ /0-. 5000 B/C = 500-1500/ 0-500
Famous Washington Hosp includes food and/or drinks for all players
every day. Refreshments available throughout the tournament. Serip awarded for
1st/2nd overall and section tops. Information : Lee Jensen, 4206 Independence
St., Rockville, MD 20853, (301) 949-7467, Ipj@lsr.nei.nih.gov.
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WBL OMBUDSMAN

In an effort to provide confidential feedback to the Washington Bridge League Board of

Directors, our Bo..\nl has blished a position called Ombud:
ding criticism or praise of the directing staff may contact the Om-
hudamun .md he assured that the source of the information will remain confidential.
y serves as the first Washington Bridge League Ombudsman. Informa-
tion should be provided in writing and may be handed to her at any game, or mailed to
her at 18518 Grackle Way, Gaithersburg, MD 20879-1767. Ann has served on the Wash-
ington Bridge League Board and is an experienced and regular WBL player.

In most ¢ , comments can be transmitted to Michael Carroad, Club Manager of the
WBL Unit Game, or Millard Nachtwey, Tournament Chief Director and ACBL Field Repre-
sentative, rather than to Ann. Under Michael’s leadership, our game has grown to be the
number one unit game in the United States. The Ombudsman adds a conduit to Michael
and our tournament directors for constructive progre

Any player with help-

§ e § e
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PRESIDENT S LETTER
by WBL President, Barbara Doran

s are over, il's a new yea ned his positions. Lee, we can
and here T am again with a few random | never thank you enough for all the work you
thoughts. The Holiday Party, put together by | have done for the League. You will be very hard
Kitty Gottfried and mher key volunteers was | to replac
its usual suce celebrated our new Life Ben Laden, with co-chair Kathy Kruskal and
ters at the January onal — congratu- | Hospitality Chair Kitty Gotdried will be run-
lations, again, to you all. The trophy winners | ning WBL tournaments, starting with the May
(see the article in Bits and Pi and the full | sectional. They'll need help. And they and Lee
listing on page 14) and the Mini-McKenney our help in March, Come get involved.
and Ace of Clubs winners will receive their | We always have something for a volunteer to do.
awards at our annual meeting in May. Talk 1o a board member if you want to help.
Speaking of the annual meeting, it isn’t too We have jobs that don’t involve sectionals,
early to be thinking about running for the WBL | too. We could use someone (probably someone
board. It's a lot of work (I won't pretend it isn't — | who doesn’t have a full time job). who could put
that would be silly), but it's rewarding, too. If | upthe Unit Game scores on Friday afier the game.
you are interested, let a board member know. | Talk to Don Berman if you think you can help.
And, speaking of the board, T regret o an- Finally, Sylvia Levy could use a ride to the
nounce that Lee Jensen, who has served the | Unit Game on Thursdays. She lives in Forest
Washington Bridge League as Tournament Co- | Glen. Any volunteers? Tell Sylvia or a board
chair, board member, WBL President, keeper | member if you can help.
of the policies, and so much more for over ten Until next time. ..Barb

ARTNERSHIPS

NeedaP: for Ui P

The WBL has expanded its efforts to to help players arrange partnerships for the Thurs-
day evening unit game and for WBL sectionals. Players who would like assistance can
obtain help either on-line or by contacting one of the WBL’s partnership coordinators.

(1) On-line partnership desk . The WBL has established an on-line partnership
desk on its web site. The WBL is the first unit in the country to do this. Players can
sign up, indicate which events they are available for, and find out if other players are
available for the games they wish to play in. The on-line desk can be easily a¢
57 g o 0 e AL ity e (st i ey, o ety

clicking on the partnership desk. Please give it a try.

(2) Partnership coordinators . For those who prefer assistance in person, three people
have volunteered to help players find partners in advance of the unit game or sectional
events. Fred King will assist players in Flights A/X (J.hgﬁkmgal@anl.mm 703-536-
1914) ('hznmv Sack and Barbara Rothkin will assist play n Flights B and C

m; 703-963-7027; hmthkm@mlmn 301-493-9359). Please
let them know as early as you can what game or events you would like to play in. Madge
Gallant will continue to be available to help anyone who comes on Thursday evening
needing a partner.

Good luck, and we look forward to seeing you on Thursday evenings and at the WBL sectionals.
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BITS AND PIECES

EDITORIAL

In our last issue, Alfred Steinberg ex-
pressed his concerns over the difficulties
that occur when the dates of a tournament
get changed at the last minute. Our tourna-
ment site, the White Oak Armory is sub-
ject to last minute disruptions due to un-
predictable military requirements and as
such has proved to be an unreliable site,
although it was a good site for tournaments
in other ways. The February/March City of
Washington Tournament will be the last
WBL tournament to be held there. Our new
tournament co-chairs, Kathy Kruskal and
Ben Laden are currently looking for a new
site or combination of sites that will be more

requirements. This is no small task and they
are open Lo suggestions.

We have now received over one hundred
survey responses and are beginning the pro-
cess of tabulation. It’s not too late to re-
spond. Make your opinion count. Respond

snail mail, at the unit game, to
rat our website:

rg. Remem-
ber, you can answer as many or as few ques-
tions as you would like.

by e-mail
any club owner or directo

SAD NEws

Stuart Dunlop, a long-time member of
the WBL, and the first winner of the
Lovenberg Trophy, died Tuesday, Jan. 21
suddenly of a heart att: The obituary was
in the Jan. 26 Sunday Washington Post. Stu
was still playing bridge up to the day be-
fore he died. His most frequent partner of
late was Margaret Peil
of the ACBL registered in Maine, but spends
most of her time in Maryland. In tourna-
ments, they
events with a lot of success.

‘e, who is a member

ncentrated on the senior

2002-2003 WBL-NVBA
PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Eligibility
Players must attend at least three WBL
and three NVBA sectionals during the
t period (August, 2002, through
2003). Points won on Tournament
ay evenings are included in the to-
tals, but do not count towards eligibility.
The WBL's "In-Club Sectional" in Sep-
tember, 2002, does not count towards the
totals or for eligibility.

Awards
Two trophies will be awarded.

Standings

Here are the standings after five of ten tour-
naments. The asterisk* indicates that the
player has met the eligibility requirements.

Open Leaders
1 Leo LaSota . .74.87
2 Robert Gookin 169.12
3 5
4

5

6

8

9 Stephen Swearingen

Stan Schenker
11 Barbara Shaw
12 Helene Bauman
13 Kefu Xu
14 John La
15 Janet Gookin .
16 Kenneth Davis
7 Fred King
18 Hailong Ao.
19 James Geis
20 Prahalad Rajkumar

enc




NonlM Leaders 10 Joseph Ogulin .

Points 11 John Laurim
.76 12 Sulaiman Ghaussy .
13

I John Lowe ITI .

2 David Hamilton. Richard Cassel

3 Huailin Chen . 14 Jay Kelkar .
4 Michelle Cantave 15 Stephen Goldstein . 10.93
5 Todd Zimnoch 16 Ali Al-Aref 10.81
6 Penny Stoever 17 Thomas Din. 10.46
7 John Christensen 18 Morris Umansky . 10.3:
8 D Tonnesen . 19 Joana Da Silva 10.2:
9 Mark Rosen. 20 Charles King ... 10.12

AFTER FEBRUARY S CITY OF WASHINGTON TOURNAMENT.

THE NEXT WBL SECTIONAL

5_th Annual Potomac Valley Sectional
May 1 -4, 2003

THURSDAY. MAY 1

§Suatified Open Pairs 10:30am
Washington Bridge Center, 1620 Elton Road, Silver Spring MD
* StrataFlighted Pairs (A/X unlim/3000, B/C Separate 1500/500)

Beth El Congregation, 3830 Seminary Rd, Alexandria ...

Christ the King Church, 2301 Colston Drive, Silver Spring

©200/100/50 Pairs & 0-20 Pairs (Christ the King Church only)

*%%* Friday & Saturday at Christ the King Church Only, Sunday TBA ****

ERIDAY, MAY 2
Stratified Open Pairs (unlim/1500/500) (single sessions)
Stratified Senior Pairs (unlim/1500/500) (single sessions
! 1 Novice Pairs 10:00am, 2:4
(300/200/100/50/20, 3 single sessions)

©StrataFlighted Pairs (A/X unlim/3000, B/C Separate 2000/750)

SATURDAY. MAY 3
@ Senior Pairs (unlim/2000/750)
§ Intermediate/Novice Pairs 30 (s
* StrataFlighted A/X Pairs (unlim/3000) (single se
©StrataFlighted B/C Pairs (2000/750) (single sessio

single sessions)

30pm & 7:00pm
SUNDAY. MAY 4

a A/X Board-A-Match Teams (unlim/3000)
§B/C Swiss Teams (2000/750, 2 s
' 300/200/100/50 Swiss Teams,

11:00am & TBA
sions with a short break) .... 11:00am & TBA
.11:00am & 4:00pm

(single sessions)

SUGGESTION Box

Do you have a suggestion that
might help to increase membership
or otherwise improve the Washing-
ton Bridge League? Give any and all
ideas to Don Berman, 301-776-3581,
don.berman@verizon.net, 13707
Engleman Dr., Laurel, MD 20708, or
www WashingtonBridgeLeague.org.

BRIDGEATSCHOOLS
FUNDRAISER

The BridgeAtSchools auction to play
with a pro on Thursday night at the Phila-
delphia Nationals will begin on E*Bay on
FEBRUARY 19. The auction on E¥Bay will
run for 10 days. Please bid on a pro and
help BridgeAtSchools, a non-profit
501(3)(c). Go to: www.ehay.com AND click
through to the "Charity" page.
Just some of the pros you can bid on are:
Paul Soloway
Zia Mahmood
Mildred Breed
Geoff Hampson
Eric Greco

GRAND NATIONAL TEAMS

Club qualification for all levels contin-
ues through March 31, 2003.

District Finals (The first weekend is quali-
fication for the final weekend.)
Open Flight: Feb 15-16, then April 5-6
Flight X: May 17-18, then May31-Junel
Flight B (North): February 1-2, then April 56
Flight C: February 15-16, then April 5-6

APRIL 17TH UNIT GAME
AT THE WBC

Christ the King Church is closed for a
Holy Day on April 17, 2003. The unit game
will be held at the Washington Bridge Cen-
ter which is located at 1620 Elton Rd. in
Silver Spring, MD. Take New Hampshire
Ave. north of 495 to the first light. Turn
right, then take your first left into the park-
ing lot. The club is on the second floor of
the office building. 301-445-0276.

2003
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nadine Wood is our District 6 represen-
tative to the ACBL Board of Directors. Dar
Afdahl is the 1 alternate. Steve Robinson
is the 2" alternate.

Steve Robinson
David Berkowitz
David Treadwell

Charlie Gray
Ivar Stakgold
More information from:

RUN FOR THE WBL BOARD
If you'd like to run for the WBL Board,

please submit a bio form and picture to
the editor by March 27 to run in the next
issue. The offices of President, Vice
President, Treasurer, and Secretary are
one year terms. The six Unit President
positions are two year terms, three of
which will be open this year. Elections
will be held at the Annual Meeting and
Charity Game on May 15" at the Unit
Game at Christ the King Church.

ADVERTISE?

Advertisements are welcome
in the Bulletin. We distribute ap-
proximately nineteen hundred
copies each issue. Advertising
rales are:

$60 for a full page ad
$40 for a half page ad
$25 for a quarter page ad

$15 for an eigth page ad

e sixth consecutive appear-
ance of an ad runs for free.
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2002
UNIT KNOCKOUT WINNERS
The winners of the 2002 Unit KOs
Fred King, Earl Glickstein, i
Ruderman, Bob Bell, and Jim Houghton.
2002
ROUND ROBIN WINNERS
The winners of the 2002 Round Robin
were: Donna Rogall, Linda Maloney, Janet
Gookin, Robert Gookin, John Adams, and
Barbara Shaw

2002 HOLIDAY PARTY

The Annual Holiday Party was held on
December 21st. Great food and great fun
was had by all courtesy of hospitality by
Kitty Gottfried and her helpers.
some pictures:

2002
WASHINGTON
BRIDGE LEAGUE
TROPHY RACE WINNERS

Each year, the Washington Bridge
League runs a calendar year long contest
to see which WBL members can win the
most points in most Unit sponsored events
in their category.

There are five races:

1.Lovenberg : Open

2.lzzy Cohen: Players who had less than
1500 Master Points at the start of the year
(January 1st)
Tubbs: Players who were Non-Life
Masters at the start of the year (January 1st)
layers who had less than
(or the equivalent total
from any other bridge organization) at the
start of the year (January 1st)

5.Jerry Machlin: Senior Events only.
2002 Awards: 1% Place: Name on respec-
tive Trophy plus four sessions of free pl
24 Place: Two sessions of free pla;
ssion of free play.
year, the trophy presentation will take
place at the Annual Meeting on May 15",

The 2002 Award Winners are...

Lovenberg
1 229.23 Alfred Steinberg
221 Leo LaSota

il 317 John Adams

Tzzy Cohen
101.05 Ellen Cherniavsky
97.09 Yi Zhong
76.00 Hailong Ao
Tubbs
68.79 Charity Sack
42.57 David Hamilton
41.89 Robert Wissman
Woolridge
42.57 David Hamilton
29.95 Ellen Rosenthal
28.61 Steven S;
Machlin
14.10 Rosemary Marks
13.73 Marie Creisher
3 10.75 James Rodgers
See page 14 or the unit website for list-
ings that include runners-up.

-6-
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WBL SoLVERS CLUB

Moderated by Steve Robinson
robinswr@erols.com

Congratulations to Hailong Ao and
David Rodney who tied for first with a per-
fect score of 500. They win a free entry to
the Unit Game and will be invited to be on
a future panel. I will play with them at a
future Unit Game. Tied for third were Bruce
Kretchmer and Dave Smith with a score of
470. Tied for fifth were Brad Theurer,
Seymour Baden, Ellen Cherniavsky and
Gerald Lerner, with a score of 460. Tied for
ninth were David Chechelashili, Marvin
Elster, Ron Zucker, Pete Whipple and Mike
Richey with a score of 450. Tied for four-
teenth were Bob Klein, JJ Wang and
Ransone Price with a score of 440. Tied for
seventeenth were Yi Zhong, Al Duncker,
Bulent Demirer, Razvan Spiridonescu, Mel
Yudkin, Kevin Barnes, Lee Bauer, Saul
Penn and Ted Guthrie with a score of 430.
Tied for twenty-seventh were were Todd
Zimnoch, Doug Waffle, Randy Thompson,
Andy Gofreed, Barbara Israel, Audrey War-
ren, Hy Chansky, Steve MacArthur and
David Abelow with a score of 420. The av-

erage re of the 208 solvers was 365. The
average score of the experts was 428.
All readers are encouraged to send an-

swers and/or new problems to Steve
2891 S. Abingdon St. #A2 Arling-
2206. In addition to the winner re-
ceiving a free play at the WBL Unit Game,
Steve will play with anyone who gets a per-
fect sc all five of
his answers. If you send a self-addressed
stamped envelope to the above addre:
with your answers, Steve will send you a copy
of the new problems to ensure that you can
meet his next deadline. You can pick up a
copy of the problems at the WBL Unit Game
in Maryland, and can send answers or re-
quests for problems to robinswr@erols.com.
WBL Solvers Club uses Washington Stan-
dard as published July 1996.

Washington Standard second edition the

book, is out. If you are a serious bridge
player, this book is a must. You can pur-
chase a copy from Steve for $25.00 at the
Unit Game and at tournaments or can send
him a check for $28.95 which includes
$3.95 for priority mail.

1)IMPs Both Vulnerable You,South, hold:

3 AJ10650Q" A758 Q654
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1© Pass 10

Pass 100 8 102

42 70 363
Double 50 2 43

Do or don’t you and if you do, what? Pass,
42 and double are the three choices. Eight
experts pass. They think it’s too dangerous
to jump in. If partner holds
2 xOxx” xxxx§ xxxx you go for 1400 if
you bid 42 or =990 if you double. Four ex-
perts agree with me and jump in. On bad
days partner has nothing. On good days
partner has some help for you. For the jump-
ers who hope this is a good day, there are
two choices - 42 and double. I think that if
you decide to do something other than pass,
you should jump in with 42 . Give partner

2980xx" Knonx§ KJx, you will make 42
if the king of spades is onsides. If you
double, however, partner will bid 5° , which

has three losers. Another reason to do some-
thing is that partner could have
2 Kx x§ AJxxx. They easily make
4© and you easily make 42" You lose 13
IMPs if you go for 1400, you lose 15 IMPs
when both games make.

Two experts agree with me and jump in.
They're following Lublin’s Law. “When they
hearts we have spades.” RHO usually has
five hearts for his jump to 4© which makes
it more likely that partner has some spades.

-7-



Even if bidding 42 is wrong, the opponents
might save us by bidding 5©.

LuLIN: “428 —Lublin’s Law - When they
have hearts, you have spades. Never bid 5
over 50 save so I bid 42 .

CAPPELLETTI : “48 —Certainly better than
double. Another problem might be if opener
doubles. Do you redouble or stay in pocket.”

By the way, if the opponents are playing
a forcing club system, bidding 42 is very
dangerous. RHO could have an opening
hand and only three hearts. He knows his
partner’s hand is limited to 15 HCPs by his
failure to open 1§ .

Two experts double. Double has the ad-
vantage that if this is a bad day you might
hold your losses to =990. Double breaks
even when partner has four spades but loses
when partner has three.

Parker: “Double—They may have just
got me, but T have to assume that partner
has at most two hearts and therefore a fit
somewhere, plus 10+ points. T can make a
slow double here and not put partner under
pressure, but not a slow pass. Bidding 42
is too unilateral.”

Partner, having at most two hearts is a
very good assumption. However, partner

: “Double—Takeout for spades. I'd
like to bid 42 but could go for a telephone
number. Partner will bid 42 with four
spades. If partner passes the double; most
they will make is a doubled overtrick plus
we could be cold for 42

The problem with double is that partner
might have only three spades. There are
some hands that make 42 opposite honor
doubleton. Wouldn’t you want to be in 42
opposite @ Kx©xx" J1098 AKxxxx.

Eight experts passed and they have some
good arguments. The best argument for
passing is that bidding is a crap shoot. It
could be a disaster if partner is short in
Another good argument is that part-

two defensive tricks and if partner has two,
40 will be defeated. Bidding is bad if both
games are going down. The biggest disaster
a stiff spade. 4© will
easily be defeated and 42 will go down like

the Titanic.

Wooisey: “Pass—Partner didn’t overcall
12, and he didn’t make a takeout double.
These factors are sufficient to indicate that
we probably don’t have a game. We might
or might not defeat 4©, and we may be go-
ing for a big number if I bid, so passing
seems right.”

Right. Partner could have a weak hand
but might have enough in queens and jacks
to sink 4©.

HopkiNs: “Pass—Normally partner is not
long in hearts on this auction so he could
have acted directly if he had reasonable
values. My values are not such as to expect
to make a game or set them doubled often
enough to make up for the expected and
possibly large minus score.”

Musso: “Pass—A423 over 4© is always
tempting espe v with the power of AJ10.
r. partner with likely holding of two
or possibly one small heart did not overcall
or double 1©. Doubling here is a distant
third choice, which risks -790 or -990 as
well as -800 or -1100.”

1f you double, partner, with a weak bal-
anced hand, should pass and hope that you
can take four tricks on defense.

SWARTZ: “Pass—Not enough offense for
42, not enough defense for double which
partner rates to pass. Queen of hearts big
negative for action.”

If RHO has five hearts, your queen is
worth nothing either on defense or offense.

Apans: “Pass—Bidding is guessing. At
matchpoints, where minus 500 could be a
big gain, I'd bid 42 , but partner is unlikely
to have four spades and an opening bid.
Might be that neither 4© nor 4% makes.
Only reason to consider bidding is that 42
might push them to 50, but that rationale
never scores well in bidding challenges. T
would rather double than bid at IMPs. At
least then, partner can convert and we might
still get a small plus.”

Partner does not need an opening bid
for 42 1o make. Suppose partner has
2 QxxxOxx" xx§ AKxxx. 42 makes when
the spade finesse works. Give partner
2 QxxOxx" xx§ AKxxxx and 62 makes
when the spade finesse works.

8-

Roman: “Pass—Only slightly tempted.
T'll try to win the match on some other
board.”

BAuER: “Pass—4© may be our last plus

score. Advantage in the bidding game goes
to he who guesses least.”

Advantage goes to he who guesses right.

King: “Pass—It is close but I don’t think
this hand is quite good enough.”

T have found that this is a bidders game.
Those who are aggres: get good results.

2)MPs Both Vulnerable. You, South, hold:
Q87650A9765" AT58-
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

You opened this hand intending on show-
ing partner 5-5 in the majors but something
happened on the way. You can no longer bid
your best . You have four horrible
n bid three notrump but you
have no ce of tricks and no help for
partner’s suit. You can rebid your weak
spade suit. You can bid 3", but bidding a
three-card suit can lead to problems. You
could pass which in effect ends the auc-
tion. This keeps the auction low but could
ruin your partnership. What would your
partner say if you passed 3§ and he held
3 AKx©x" Kx§ AKxxxxx? The problem
with bidding is that you are very likely to
get too high. If you can’t make anything,
partner will let you out in game and you
will go down quietly. You might even get
doubled if East has clubs and spades bottled
up. If partner has enough strength that game
makes, you will find yourself heading to-
wards slam.

Two experts join me in ending the auc-
tion. You can’t do this if partner can bid
3§ with very good spade support. T have
the advantage that my partner supports me

when he has support.

SawarTz: “Pass—Wouldn't take this ac:
tion at the table as I have to worry about
partner’s blood pressure, but here I can take
what I feel is the percentage action. Part-
ner shouldn’t have a big spade fit as he
should fear heart preemption. Thus having
enough for game is unlikely with the misfit
and likely entry problems, particularly with
the overcall.”

BAur: “Pass—I hate it when this hap-
pens. Partner had ample tools 1o establish
spades as trumps and did not. This is as
cheap as we can get out of this misfit and
the only person I really want to hear bid
again is LHO.”

Ten experts keep the auction open. Two
experts bid three notrump. If three notrump
is going to make, partner has to be strong
enough to move towards slam.

WooLsky: “Three notrump—Bidding
notrump can be a dirty job, but somebody’s
has to do it. On this hand that somebody is
me. Partner isn’t going to have a heart stop-
per. We are forced to game, and unless part-
ner has three spades, in which case he will
surely get us to 42, three notrump is our
most likely game.”

Suaw: “Three notrump—T'd like to pass
and forget the whole thing but will main-
tain discipline.”

Eight experts bid a three-card suit.
Great! You have next to nothing and you
are misdescribing your hand. How many
aces are you going to show if partner bids
RKC?

LuBLIN —Looks like 3" to me. Only
bid T can make.

CAPPELLETTI : “3” —This is definitely an
“uh-oh™ hand. Might as well gamble a bit,
with disaster when partner has Kxxx of dia-
monds, to try to achieve parity. If partner
bids 3© or 32 or 48 , you are probably OK.”

Hopkins —1 can see the grinch
stayed around for this hand! T am leaving
partner room to show spade support (please,
please, please!), but the situation do not
appear promising. Since this is only
matchpoints, T would probably pass a 43
rebid by partner.”

Musso: —Since 3§ is forcing, pass-
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s instantly out of the question. Choices
and 32 . Since spades are so poor,
bidding 3" is the selection. Hopefully, part-
ner will support s

riner given
a chance to take captaincy has an easier

—Not because I like it, but

PARKER: “3” —This should work out fine.
Partner’s most likely bid will be 30 to try
for three notrump and T will unhappily bid
it. If for some reason he rai:
will pass and watch him turn red. If he bids
48 T will also pass.”

Are you going to pass four notrump.
—T think this is the b
s hear what partner says.

At the table, where I passed, we
achieved a plus score. Partner made six
clubs for +170. T have a feeling that if T
had kept on bidding we would have gotten
100 high and gone minus.

's diamonds T

3)MPs None Vulnerable. You, South, hold:
21093201032 A7538 Q2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

— INT(10-12)
Pass  Pass Dbl Rdbl!
Pass 2§ Pass®  Pass

B

‘Redl

=one-suiter; *Dbl would be takeout

Action  Score  Panelists  Solvers
Double 100 9 94
Pass 70 3 57
22 50 0 31
2 50 1 25
2NT 20 0 1

This hand is a good lesson hand on how
to play continuations after a penalty double
of a weak notrump. North’s double of one
notrump shows at least 14 HCPs. When
West bids 2§ which is presumably natural,
it’s better to play a double as takeout. The
trouble with double being penalty is that
there is a wide range of hand types that
partner might double with. You can't tell
the difference between the four-card 18
HCP T got you double and the three-card

15 HCP optional double. How can North
double 2§ for penalties when you could
have @ xo@xoo” o8 xx? I's best if the
double alw; shows shortness. If North
doubles howing fewer than three clubs
with at least 14 HCPs, South will be in a
good position. He can pass the double with
four clubs and some strength. Bid something
at the two level with a weak hand or jump
id with a strong hand. With
A xxxx@xxx” xx§ xxxx, South bids 22 over
North’s takeout double. When North passes
28 South knows that North has a balanced
hand with at least three clubs. With an un-
balanced hand, North would have either
doubled for takeout or bid a long North
should have fewer than 20 HCP: ith 20
or more HCPs, North can't take the chance
that 2§ will be passed out. North will
double or bid two notrump. So where do you
want to play the hand if North has a strong
notrump with at least three clubs? Give
partner @ AKx©AQxx" Qxx§ xxx. If you
double, partner will bid 2©, which has five
and % losers. 2§ . on the other hand will be
either +90 or —50. There’s also the problem
that this is matchpoints. Partner, thinking
that you have something for your double
might not want to settle for +300 when he
could be +600 in three notrump. Double not
only shows short clubs, it shows values.

Two experts join me and pass 2§ . T
would have doubled if my queen of clubs
were somewhere else.

SuAw: “Pass—This auction shows a good
treatment. The one-notrump bidder rescues
himself with a redouble instead of bidding
a suit. His partner may have a good hand.
Since he pulled presumably we have at least
half the deck. Partner may have a penalty
pass of 2§ or may just have a balanced
hand. Partner usually has a minimum of a
good 14 but may be lighter in balancing

position. We already have got them out
of one notrump and if partner has a penalty
pass we should do ok anyway. T also don’t
like the vulnerability. T would double at
IMPs without a thought but here; I'll break
discipline and pass since my hand is also
ak.”

or cue

Pass—Nice shape to double for

-10-

takeout, but the ace of diamonds is the only
working honor. Queen of clubs is better for
defense. -90 or even -110 may be useful
scores as bidding again will likely result in
-200 or worse.”

Nine experts double for takeout. I think
you need at least eight bad or six very good
HCPs 1o double.

WooLsey: “Double—Presumably if
partner’s double would be takeout then mine
would be also, else we can never penalize
them when he is long in their suit. Given
that, this hand would seem quite suitable
for a takeout double.”

LuBLN: “Double—If double by partner
is takeout then must double to protect our
side and solves all problems.”

Hopkin: ouble—If partner’s double of
28§ would have been takeout, then mine
should be here. Partner can convert or make
a call at the two-level which T will pass.
Partner has 3§ available for forcing ac-
tions.”

Sawartz: “Double—Partner can’t double
for penalti s is the only way to get
them. If partner bids, the two-level should
be a good sacrifice or a possible make.”

Apans: “Double—Your description of my
methods implies partner has a penalty pass
of 2§ and is expecting me to bid. I have a
few values, so I can cooperate if partner
converts to penalty as I expect he will. T
only have minor nervousness over playing
20 vulnerable. T doubt that letting them
play 28 undoubled will be a good score, so
inaction is wrong.”

Roman: “Double—Would T pass a pen-
alty double of 28 ? You bet'cha.”

Baver: “Double—Majority of the field
will go P-P-P-INT for +90 or +120. Catch-
ing a white 2§ one trick undoubled won't
cut it.”

PaRKER: “Double—This must be for take-
out and I can’t let them steal this hand for
2§. 1f we have to play a 4-3 fit let partner
play it. T have a 75% chance partner will
pick one of my four-card suits so why not
double rather than guess what suit to bid?”

KinG: “Double—Need to protect partner.
The short hand must be aggressive.”

One expert bids a suit. I would expect

27 1o show five.

CappeLLETTI: <27 —Make lower balance
and leave room for partner’s 2©.”

Don’t bid with bad hands.

4) MPs Both Vulnerable. You, South, hold:

2Q10730KQJ10" 9728 63
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

- 30 Dbl 40
?72?
Action  Score
Pass 100
Double 60
42 40
52 20
4ANT 20

You hold @ Axx©xxx" KQxx§ Kxx and
the auction goes 3© - double - 4©. Wouldn't
it be nice to make a strength-showing
double? You want to defend 4© doubled
unless partner has a distributional hand. If
partner holds & KQxx®-" J10x§ AQJxxx, he
bids 58. If  partner holds
AKQxxOx" J10xx§ AQxx he defends 4©
doubled. Which hand comes up more of-
ten, the hand with the trump stack or the
balanced good hand? The balanced good
hand probably comes up five times as often
as the trump stack hand. I can’t remember
the last time I had a trump stack in this
position. Double in this position should be
a responsive/cooperative double. A
coosponsive double!

Eight experts agree with me and pas:

CAPPELLETTI : “Pass—Can’t double (re-
sponsive), so I'll take sure plus since 42
will often go down. And partner might re-
open with doubl

Suaw: “Pass—I play double here shows
cards and convertible values. With a non-
expert partner I might double since we
would only play penalty doubles. T can’t
double because expert partner might pull.
Make that will pull with his probable void.
Hopefully partner will double again and we

s—If partner doubles
ind hope to beat it.”

Double should show
convertible values. When partner is fairly
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likely to be able to double again with his likely
void. If not, since I don’t expect to make .m)-
thing, T just take my small plus score.”

Ap ss—Where is the issue? If we
have anything, partner will double again and
I can pass. If we do not have anything, this
will be a good score. Why should T tempt fate
by doubling with this? Although double is not
responsive, it is not 1009% penalty either.

RomaN: “Pass—C’mon partner...one more
double...just one...”

PARKER: “Pass—Since I assume that
double is for takeout here, I must pass and
hope partner reopens with a double. With
no one vulnerable I can afford to beat them
200 undoubled if for some reason partner
passes out this hand, and not lose a bunch
of IMPs.™

Double—Partner has made
his takeout double implying heart shortness
and probably four spades. If T want to play
in spades T bid them. If T want him to pick a
minor, T bid four notrump. If T want to de-
fend 4© undoubled, T pass. Guess what T
do when I want to defend 4© doubled?”

So with @ Kxx©xxx" AKx§
bid 58.

Baueg: “Double—No point in hanging
partner for bidding his shape. Take your
sure plus and maybe even your best plus. If
42 makes we're probably beating 4© three
tricks.”

The Law assumes that partner is
4= . There are 16 total tricks (82 +80©).
If we make ten tricks in spades, they
should only make si

Lusuix: “Doubls
Hand is usels

Musso: “Double—Penalty oriented as
responsive doubles do not extend to this
level. If they do extend thru 4©, T would
pas

. you

scol

KiNg: #42 —Give partner a hand like
A AKx©-" Axxx§ KJxxx and 42 should
make. Double is responsive, not penalty and
pas not forcing.”

High-level doubles should be
coosponsive. Shows that we have the ma-
jority of the highs. Partner will usually pass
but can bid with unusual distribution.

5)MPs You Vulnerable. You, South, hold:
a KJ9763©K 10638 A75

l 2 2 20 Pass
?22?(*Double would show three spades)

30 100 5 27
Pass 90 3 35
22 70 2 56
38 50 2 10
3" 50 1 28
40 40 0 3
32 40 0 47
2NT 20 0 2

You know that partner has at least six
he have a good 2©-bid

xx§ Qxx where 40 is
likely to make or does he have a minimum
20-bid @ Ax©A109654" xx§ KJx where
bad breaks will sink 3©. Unless partner
a singleton diamond, your three-card dia-
mond holding becomes an anchor, dragging
you down to the depths. Even with this bad
diamond holding, if you knew what would
be the best trump suit you might invite in
that suit but you don’t know how good
partner’s heart spots are and how many
spades he has. Vulnerable at IMPs, it could
be right to force this hand to game by
cuebidding. Cuebidding makes sure that
you get to the correct strain. At matchpoints
its probably right to go plus.

Five experts invite. Some of them even
mention the anchor diamond holding.

H Seems about right on
is likely to be as good or
trump suit than spades even if part-
er has a doubleton spade.

Suaw: “3©—Can’t bid three sparts. [
have the values for a 3+© bid although T
may be a heart light. Partner should have a
decent suit since he could have passed.
With Kx I'd bid 4© at IMPs.”

Hopkins: “3@—Invitational. My diamond
holding isn’t good and T would like another
I rate this hdnd as an invite.”

ter in the major suit in whmh partner Tolds
an Ace and that suit rates to be hearts. The
el on my values is about right.”
©—My diamond holding is bad,
and is too good to pass.”

Two experts signoff in spades. If partner
has a  normal 2©  hand,
x§ KQJ. you will still lose
s after they take three dia-

CAPPELLETTI : “28 —AUIMPs T would make
book 32 bid, but at matchpoints I like plus
scores. Partner will have two and rarely
three spades less than half of the time. Math
is not difficult - if you want it.”

Partner would have doubled 2" with
three spades so at least half the time he’ll
have only one.

Mus 2 _Diamond holding suggests
conservatism. Passing could be best oppo-
site rd suit. Raising 20 1o 3© also
reasonable. T prefer rebidding six-card
spade suit hoping for eight or nine-card fit.
Rebidding 23 in this auction should imply
some values since I would pass 2© with
weak misfit. Very tough problem.”

Even partner takes ten
till beat the pairs who end

ass—Since if T invite, I'll
have to get both strain and level right. It’s
likely some of the field is in the wrong strain
even when there are values for game. If T
bid 3", T can’t count on partner jumping to
the right game.”

—Do we or don’t we have a
game? I can invite to find out, winning when
we do, losing when T get us too high or to
the wrong strain. Or, I can take a deep po-

sition and pass. Would have to bid at IMPs,
but at matchpoints, there is a large reward
for going plus. Even if we have game val-
ues, communication problems and bad splits
could make us go down.”

Three experts drive the hand to game.
One expert cuebids. If youre interested in
getting to game in the right major
cuebidding is the way 1o go. Over 3" , part-
ner should show you two spades or rebid a
good heart suit. However, what do you do if
partner bids three notrump?

Roma; —Very tough problem, but
my heart king and prime values convince
me 1o go big. I will raise three-of-either-
major and pass three notrump. May be too
high, but this is best chance to be in the
right strain, while everything clse is just
guessing.”
Two experts bid 3§ . Sinc is avail-
able as a forcing bid I would think that 3§
\muld better be used as a natural non-forc-
in the blacks for instance.
should allow partner
to bid out h:s hand and show any pattern.
He can bid three notrump with a diamond
stopper, bid 3" 10 see if I have one, and T
can then raise hearts, bid 32 with a
doubleton or rebid s with a suit ori-
ented hand and I can raise to 4©.”

Lupuiv: “38 —And correct to 48 10 4©
or raise 30 1o 4©.”

At matchpoi: when you aren’t sure
what’s the best strain take a plus score.

Make every card count!

SOLVERS SCORES

John Adams Pass 3" Dbl Pass 490
Nancy Bauer Pass Pass Dbl 30 430

42 : 2 22 390
Robbie Hopkins Pass Dbl 30 500
Fred King Pass Dbl 30 440
Glenn Lublin 42 3 Dbl 38 380
Tom Musso Pass 3" Pass 22 430
Steve Parker Dbl 3" Dbl 38 400
Steve Robinson 42 Pass Pass Pass 400
Jeff Roman Pass 3" Dbl 3" 450
Alan Schwartz Pass Pass Dbl Pass 460
Mark Shaw Dbl 3NT Pass 30 380
Kit Woolsey Pass 3NT Dbl 30 420
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2002 FINAL
TROPHY RACE STANDINGS

www. W

idgeLeague.or

Updated by our Webmaster, Don Berman

The Lovenberg Race is open to all WBL members; the
Race is open to all WBL members who started the calends

fewer than 1500 masterpoints; the Tubbs Race is open to all WBL mem-
bers who started the calendar year as a Non-Life Master; the Woolridge

Race is open to all WBL member

who started the calendar year with

fewer than 20 masterpoints; the Machlin Rm e includes only thuw points

won in senior events at the five W]
Lovenber;

1 229.23 Alfred Steinberg
221 Leo LaSota

3 178.76 John Adams

417, Steve Robinson

5

6

8

=
S

Alan Kleist

Earl Glickstein
61 Ellen Klosson

122,60 Barbara Shaw

9 118.19 Mark Shaw

10 115.63 Robert Klein

11 115.17 David Ruderman

12 107.66 Fred King

13 104.04 Robert Bell

14 101.15 Donna Rogall

15 101.05 Ellen Cherniavsky

16 100.92 Weizhong Bao

179979 William Cole

Yi Zhong

Peter Boyd

20 8382 Jim Allen Jr

21 8264 KefuXu

22 7885 Fugene Kales

23 77.60 Jim Houghton

24 7645 Clyde Kruskal

25 76.00 Hailong Ao

Tzzy Cohen
1 101.05 Ellen Cherniavsky
2 97.09 YiZhong
3 76.00 Hailong Ao
4 68.79 Charity Sack
5 67.64 Andrew Kaufman
Jackie Thompson
James Geist
Vincent Wilmot Jr
Janet Dence
Kitty Gottfried
William Colligan
Hy Chansky
David Hamilton
Robert Ellis
Joel Miller

This list is final for 2002, All
points are subject to audit by the
WBL Director.

Tubbs
6879 Chariy Sack
David Hamilton

1

2 4

3 4]89
4 58
5 37.26
6

8

9

65
35
30 Mark Rosen
29.95 Ellen Ruwmhul
10 28.61 Steven

Woolridge
7 David Hamilton

Ellen Rosenthal
Steven
Timothy Stewart
Joan Fitzpatrick
Gail Morgenweck
David Epstein
Joan Donoghue
Tulie Oethinger
Azmat Ali

Machlin

Rosemary Marks
13.73 Marie Creisher
10.75 James Rodgers

830 Jeanne Stenger
(died 8/4/02)
8 804 Janet Coffin

|

0-20
GAME

THURSDAY
NIGHTS
AT THE

UNIT GAME

Z:30PM -
10:30PM

JOIN ANYTIME

The cost is $5. This
includes a 30 minute
lesson by Dr. Steven
Forsythe followed by
fun, enjoyable bridge
for players with 0-20
masterpoints.

Lessons will cover
slam bidding, weak
twos, 3 level* pre-
empts, overcalls, take-
out doubles, negative
doubles, opening
leads, and signaling.
Each lesson will be tai-
lored to the needs and
interests of the players.

This is a great pro-
gram for beginners as
well as experienced
social bridge players!
Partners will be pro-
vided if needed. For
more information call
or email Steve or
Sandy Forsythe at 301
592-9177 (email:
majslf@aol.com)

g e -~

WBL UNIT GAME SCHEDULE

All Games held at Christ the King Church

February 27 . WBL Sectional

March 6 . § mul'ml Charity Game

March 13 (lighted Unit Ck hij

March 20 .. NVBA Sectional

March 27 Stratified District 6 Charity Game

April 3 District 6 Sectional Tuurmnwnt at Clubs
April 10 S lighted Unit CI I

April 17...CHURCH CLOSED - Cuug Criampionsuip AT THE WASHINGTON BRIDGE CENTER
April 2 v o

May 1 .

May 8

May 15

May 22

Newcomer, Novice, and Intermediate
Free Duplicate Mini-Lesson
Bridge

:15pm
:30pm

RS

“Partner, Partner?”

Tofind apartner befor the game,contact: Fred ing for Flights A/X (theSkings=2@aolcams
703-536-1914), Charity Sack (charity@charitysack.com; 703-963-7027) and Barbara
Rothkin (brothkin@aol.com; am -493-9359) for Flights B/C.

I BridgeLeague.or;

...0rlog on to the WBL’s new Part
Call Frances Burke at 301-384-6103 for info on Newcomer Classes and Games
FOR INFORMATION CALL 301-649-1812

pDesk Online ~ at: ww W

GAME IS TO START PROMPTLY AT 7:30pM

Map to Christ the King Church  and Parking

T3 Caprras Beurway Rr. 495 Fur




Paid Advertisement

Paid Advertisement

RealtyToWeb.com

Bridge Players
on the Team

EvaKlivington
Principal Broker,
Licensed in VA, MD, DC

Steve Czecha
Agent, Licensed in MD

§ Special Bridge Player Deal "’

Trying to “Sell” your home?
Want to “Buy” your

dream home?

Trying to “Find” the right real
estate investment?

Get a Greater Return on
Your Investment:

© If you list your property with
a Bridge Player, you'll get up
to $4,000 credited to you at
settlement.

»

If you purchase a home
through a Bridge Player, you'll
get up to $2,000 credited to
you at settlement.

Curious to know how much
your house is worth?

Clickon........

2557 John Milton Dr

and Oak Hill VA, 20171
Office Phone:
Michael Chelst 703-391-7450
Loan Officer, www.broker
Serving VA, MD, DC @realtytoweb.com
-16-

COMMITTEE ACTION XLII

Part 1

by Rich Colker, rcolker@worldnet.att.net

Disputed claims seem to present prob-
lems for Directors and Committees alike,
and this one from a Bracketed Knockout
Teams (Bracket 7) at last year's Summer
NABC here in Washington was no excep-
tion. This was the situation.

aK
©63
* KI87432
§ 954
West East
210963 2 QJ52
©KJ ©Q109542
" 10 T AQ
§ KJ8732 §6
South
a A874
©A87
965
§ AQl10
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pas 3 Pass 3NT
All Pass

The opening lead was the §7 and the
play proceeded:
Trick 1: §7,84,86, 810
10,7 1," Q
©5,©7,0],03
§3,.85,02.8Q
6,82,7 K,” A
6: ©2, ©A, ©K, ©6
at which point declarer claimed. East ini-
tially agreed to the claim, but a dispute later
ensued and the Director was called. South
said that her ™ 9 was on the table when she
claimed. Dummy agreed. E/W said that af-
ter South claimed and East agreed, West
asked 1o see declarer’s hand and then re-
quested a review of the play. E/W said South’s

review did not include any reference to un-
blocking the ™ 9. Declarer insisted that she
initially either said that she would unblock
the * 9 or that she lifted the card partly out
of her hand and showed it as she claimed.
However, she did admit that she might not
have mentioned the unblock when she re-
peated her claim statement. The Director
ruled that the player was clear on her intent
but had simply misspoken in reviewing it.
Therefore, according to Law 70A the claim
was valid; he assigned both pairs the score
for 3NT made three, +400 for N/S.

E/W, of course, appealed the Director’s rul-
ing (or we wouldn't be discussing this case).
The appeal was heard by a Director Panel, a
group of Directors at NABCs who function like
a regular Appeal Committee except that they
consult with (usually expert) players on bridge
matters critical to the case. The appellants
were initially interviewed together with the
table Director present, then South and later
North were interviewed separately.

E/W said that East agreed to the claim
at first but West then asked for a restate-
ment when she heard nothing about un-
blocking the * 9. Both E/W players thought
the original and repeated statements had
been something like “§ A, spade to the king,
the diamonds are good.” West was more
certain than East that both statements had
been the same. Neither East nor West could
remember the play prior to the claim.

South gave the Panel a line of play (shown
above) consistent with her remaining cards.
She said her original statement included
mentioning playing the diamond first, but it
was quite possible that she didn’t mention it
in her restatement because she became flus-
tered by West's challenge. North agreed that
the first statement mentioned the ™ 9 but that
the second statement did not.

Well, there you have it. Decide how you
would adjudicate this appeal (and why) and
T'll share my own views on it the next time.
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Paid Advertisement

Paid Advertisement

OUR PROFESSIONAL
TEAM OF

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

IN ROCKVILLE

CAN ASSIST YOU
WITH A WIDE RANGE
OF ACCOUNTING

AND TAX SERVICES.

BARBARA AMES

caed t eelce
I srvie,

Tax & Business Services Available:

Income Tax Return Preparation

Estate & Trust Administration

Business Profitability Enhancement

Estate Tax Return Preparation

Planning for Retirement Plan Setup & Distributions
Buying & Selling Business Consulting

IRS Audits and Negotiations

Divorce Tax Issues/Planning

Nonprofit Organization Accounting & Income Taxes

Quickbooks Setup & Consulting

FISHER BARKANIC & AMES

[GTYEIDY PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

15825 Shady Grove Road, Suite 130
Rockville, MD 20850
301-330-6664 + 301-330-6860 Fax * www.fbacpa.com
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AREA BRIDGE CLASS OFFERINGS

LESLIE SHAFER S CLASSES
Washington Bridge Center (WBC),301-445-0276
Every Sutunlm IUu m. - 12 noon:  How
$10 Includes

handouts. Every Tm*ulm l(lu m. - I)mmn

the “bread and butter” plays that you must
know to improve your declarer play. These are
“drop-in” clases - No reservations reauired.

g !

T)zm.\dun 10 a.m. - 12 noon__for Inter-
mediate to Advanced Students. Fridays 10
a.m. - 12 noon for Beginning Students.

Get practical and hands-on Bridge in-
struction in these very small clas; Each
lesson limited to a maximum of six students!
Shuffle and play up to eight hands with Leslie
guiding you through the bidding and play.
By reservation only. Call her at 301
erve your spot. $20 per lesson.

Each class is a one-time 3-

a
class, Sunday Afiernoons from 2-5p.
Lesson Handouts and Hand Analyses provided.

Feb. 23 How to Avoid A Dangeraus Op-

April 6 Conventions #3. Topics: Cappellettiz
Do you roll over and play dead whenever one
of your opponents open INT? Learn when it is
safe to compete and why! b) Leslie’s Rule of
Margaritas!! Do you ever open “light” in 3rd
seat? When is it dangerous? Location: Potomac
Com. Center; Level: Interm.

April 20 When Should Yon Lead Trump?
There are specific situations when a trump lead
is called for, even demanded. Don't just do it
“when in doubt.” Level: Int-. \n]\u{ @ WBC

April 27 How to Make Your Opponents

d. Creating may-
hem and confusion for your opponents will
be your accomplishment after taking this
class. Level: Int-Adved. @‘“

May 11 Game-Forc Bids. A re-
sponder can usually keep |m|.1m« new suils
to force, but it is not that qmple for an
opener. Imrl Int- \dwnl @‘ WBC

May

At
]n(dllnn Potomac Com.
(enlrr Imrl \dwnl BP"IH Adved.
May 25
Snlnvtlme\ (|u||h]m;, an opponent’s artifici m]
bid Stayman, Transfers, Blackwood

There are play-of-the-hand tech-
niques, which allow declarer to choose which
opponent gets the lead. Learn how to “de-
fang” the dangerous opponents. Level: Int-

Adve nl @WBC

arcl . How to compete when
the uppunent\ auction has died out at the one-
or two-level. Learn when to get aggressive and
when 1o be passive. Level: Tnterm, @ WBC

NLMasterPointers continued from page 29...

can tell partner what you want
led. What quality suit must you have? What
length? Level: Interm. @ WBC

MARY JANE VON Moss
rvonmoss@erols.com, 301-990-8897
April 3 - May 8 Play of the Hand and De-
15¢ g Kantar’s s. 6 weeks at 10 a.m.

on Thursdays at the Potomac Com. Center.

Junior Masters (5 Masterpoints)
Neal Rosenthal Ron Starr
Ruth Woods

Club Masters (20 Masterpoints)

evin Acker  Cecelia Calhoun

Thomas Din Marlene Ehrlich
James Price David Raley
Charles Tartanian
Mary Tartanian Jeanne Taylor

STEPPING UP TO NEW HEIGHTS
As of January 8, 2003

Sectional Masters (50 Masterpoints)
Steven Sacks

Regional Masters (100 Masterpoints)

Sherrie Schrama

NABC Masters (200 Masterpoints)
Piotr Gajewski
David Hamilton
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NEW LIFE MASTERS

Magy BAXTIR, who is an Aero-
e Software Manager with
Tntelsal, camed her degree in
Math/Computer S
McGill Univer
es with her son, Russ
(19) ml hrr daughter, Eileen
(16). Mary started playing
bridge 4. Cage B it hor ghanct.
moher a oumament player), hee parents and e
ight home games.

ce game al the
At this year's D.C

S mel: y
cer/Operations Research

(e lag
The 2002 Washingion Bridge League New Life Mas-
ters who are listed on the cakes fiom the party at the January
sectional are: Mildred N Anderson, Mary E Baster, Gregory
Campbell, Morris F Edmundson, Manny Eisenfeld, Rich-
ard Ferrin, Steven L Forsythe, Carol Fouts, Steven H Fox,

studentin Austin, Tt rnd welcome tothe
Bible Bell, They would cac
tomecthalfvay n

t 1ur the United S

chiding words of hs

g

NM twelve ye: Steven took
bridge in order to meet new people. He and his wife
Sandy run the Suit Yourself Forest Glen Bridge Cluby
ey are also running the new 0-20

lessonat the unit game on Thurse

ren, Aaron (6) and Mila (9).

e bridge books are “Poin

avery properly dressed elderly lady w.u.d;mur
onherlaponce wusinghimi
Mhe bos unit provded ot nly s ot e

Dept.of Justice. He
an antitrust case of

meeting, the Attomey G
notified the President of the
United States of Lewi

: co
o winming the cas. Hehas becn avarded e

te Pro-
lﬁ\mr at (.\VU dll(! U of Md.
Steven | .
without ever having, ,.md ina
knockout team event. He
pPze on the back of a bus in Mon-
g S Dikoaduigas

devte heboursspent dving fom o g
o the next o e

paty bridgslosame e, Lo |~\ru|v fellinlove with
ng lessons from Pegy Reich. His
ame in a tournament when his partner
ed up and put him in GNT missing two ac
actually made the hand and they won the event
by a tenth of a poin. His o bridge boks are

b ld.mu - Vry Jne, son
William, and daughter Barbara Bandy..

CaroL. NETGIROLODOFF is a Reul Estate Broker with
ish

i)
M Mu,, ,zmw.Ml

WW‘

Touis GolL Tol Gutlie s M Ho
Carol Netchrolodoyf, .mmz Nylen, Richard E Redfild,
James LRodgers, Charity A Sack, Joseph ¥ Stockel, Franklyn
W Toor. I Coslic A Vol Ll Whiting, Dennis Wick,
and Robert B Wissman. Meet some of them belo..
six grandchildren. Carol.
herB.A. lmm“a:hmglun Ui
Louis which is
st leamed to play
e and her regular
partner, Linda Logan met on the

. 2002 NEW LlFE MASTERS

directing in the theatre. Richard says he has alw
played card games and started playing bridge in 1968,
biggest moment in bridge came when b

ed 3re/dth in the Flight C of the GNT at the
i\llnlqur‘n]ur Nationals in 1997. Richard likes play-
ing Standard American and can be seen playi

the Laurel Bridge Club.

MeMullinis one of her favori
with Lawrence, Kantar, and Robinson for
young as 8, Chaity would be
ed on 1o serve as “the fourth.” but she lef the

intemel on OKBridge five years
ago. Carol and Linda (who is

ol
IJn.nL 98% of

with Linda in pair even

convinced her to go o ¢

spring of 20001 Since then, she has become an avid

b has translated to success at the table.

rin a row that she has won the

Mini-MeKenney in her category. Her special vk
forbridge s

both Linda and Peggy Re
of them) for her success nga Life Master.
Mage U. NI is retired from NIH w||r‘m
employed for 35 years in various capac

A

ral Director of the Na-

jonal Institute of Dental Rescarch, She eamed her
the Royal College of Dentitry at the

has two honor-

lude I}lwr( luldrrn

peraonal bidge wich
tile by the time the Nationals come back to D.C.

. in
Uni umla Masters in Guid:

74110/@“. .
also had a first o

i
porter of bone marrow trans
plant and was himselfa donor

byd
asmall 3 x4 incl
resularly u

i
s his partner, Gary Wold,
1. this year. Gary started the tour-
ded it with over
|pf<”umln.|] o make L

top players during
he has no special wi
have fur
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hfor bridge other than to, “Just




Paid Advertisement Raid Advertjsement

AN 51
Do you get along witd? b (i

your computer? __ -}

Help s lenel ™

[ 0KBridge/OKWin
0 Microsoft Word

[ Get on the internet
O Computer purchase

O Computer setup [ Microsoft Excel/Access
[0 Email setup [0 Web Page Design

[0 Software installations [0 Uploads and Downloads
O Programming [0 Phone support

dibasoft

Computer Consulting
301-990-8534
diane@dibasoft.com

Diane Walker

LoNG TERM CARE INSURANCE

At least 40% of people over 65
will be at risk of entering a nursing home
during their lifetime.

National average ANNUAL cost
for a nursing home facility is over $40,000
and in this area it is over $50,000.

Roy BECKER INSURANCE
(301) 299 2235

Paid Advertisement 99 Paid Advertisement

39TH ANNUAL PRESIDENTIAL TOURNAMENT
5, 2003

Top TEN CUMULATIVE
POINT WINNERS
All Players

1Helene Bauman
2 AlanKleist .

1
2

3 M_m San Morkow

THURSDAY EVENING

FLIGHT A/X PAIRS . Stratum A
70 Pai

3 LeoLaSol
4 Steve Robinson
5 JimWakeficld.
6 John Adar
7 Alf
8 FredKing

9/10 Prahalad Rajkumar

9/10 Margot Hennings

(i 1500 Players

Prabalad Rajkumar

e ol
King- Richard We

o Cofcecd
Jm\lluuglnun Joln Ada
m - Donald B

Stratum X
44 Pai
Robert Hartmann - Ronald Spicke:
Terry Feetham - Donald Berman
Madan Nanda - 1.a|mx le Nanda
hong Bao
Michael Polunin Sulmnmn Gh:
6 BobKe

FLIGHT B/C PAIRS
56 Pai

a Valdivieso
Gloria Halstead ..
Michelle Cantave

9 Arthur Mackwell
10 Huailin Chen ..

THURSDAY MORNING

OPEN PAIRS Stratum A

1 Daniel Shankle Jr - |.m 1 JonRanhand - I)nlmlll(ynhlmnn

2 Andrew Gofr 2 Kitty Gottfried - Eileen Houghton .

3 Arthur Mackwell - l)nl«v 5 ThvendranAnduandiy Cocls Vald M( 50

4 ,I|ml|uug|\mn I(nphm]}n\hn 1 «m( Wegman - John Glynn

5 RossiLi ! 5 Mary Spark;

6 SylviaL 6 Friston o
Stratum C
38 Pairs

1 Anthur Mackwell - Dolores Rious 1 Jon Ranhand - Donald Goldman

2 James Prentiss - Alan Haga . 2 "Thavendran Arulnandhy-Cecilia Valdivies

3 John Laurim - 3 Bryan Macpl hriston John:

4 4 Da .IILmuImn Michelle Cantave

5 n ', 5 Jo

6 ‘epper - Wallaee Ol




200/100/50 PAIRS
16F

ey

e

o

3

OPEN PAIRS .

Stratum A

Gail Morgenyweck - Joan Fitzpatrick .. -6288
Julie Oethinger - Joan Donoghue
‘Arnold Kritz - Nathanicl Pres

ci
dman
Stratum B
10 Pairs
- Joan Fitzpatrick . 6288

Gail Morgenwey

Julic ethinger - Joan Doroghue . 23
Eric Nash - Wilma Middleton 005
Vo Gil- Jeremy 4898

Stratum C
airs

- Joan Fitzpatrick 6288
Joan Donoghue ..

Michael Gill - Jeremy Tilstvs

FRIDAY MORNING

Gail Morgenwey
Js thi

X 98

Stratum A

48 Pai;

1
2
3

3
4

300/200/100 PAIRS
12 Pai

ran
4 Juan Pardo - John Lowe

3 Ny
4 V\allcr“nnltkrlh\ldllnu

OPEN PAIRS .

1
2
3
4
5 Arthur Mackwe
6 Mark Roser 1
2
1
2
3 en - Eugen
4 stance Bynum - K Soderberg
ER e h Ogulin
6 Robert Hartmann - Alan Breed .
Stratum C
17 Pairs
1 Arthur Mackwell - Zoe Martindale
2 Mark Rosen -
3 Todd Zimnoch -
4 M all Kramer - Ne
5 Mary Ann Moskowitz - I)umt}\hud 1
FRIDAY AFTERNOON 2
OPEN PAIRS . Stratum A | _*
48 Pairs 5/6
506

-24-

K N
Edward Rodrigues - Dayle Ma \mumﬁlzi

Stratum (‘
2P

Wik
Jean Morgan - John Laurim

Stratum B
1 Pair

hrama - Ricl Iunl Is.un

FRIDAY EVENING

Stratum A

Robert Gookin - Donna Rogall
Kitty Gottfried - Hy sky
Arnie Frankel -

1 Gill - Michae

ng - Steve Robinson
mnoch - Joseph Ogulin -

3
4

Stratum B
21 Pairs
y Gottfried - Hy Chansk

Stratum C
5 Pairs

1 Michael G

tein - Marvin W
Stratum C
9Pairs
William Gill - Mich:

Imld/ mnoch -

Khon nt;
Bob »\mmmng Don Henry

300/200/100 PAIRS
12 Pai

Gloria Hal
David Raley - Jon C}
Robert Munger David Bort
Wanda Avila - Samuel Bowlin

izmmm B

Gloria Halste: udr ‘Thomas Din

Robert Munger - David Bort

Wanda Avila - Samuel Bowlin
Stratum C
6Pairs
1 Gloria Halstead - Thomas Din
2 David Raley - Jon Chasson .
SATURDAY MORNING
SENIOR PAIRS Stratum A
24 Pai
1 Donald Van Arman - Bruce Houston
2 David
3
4
5
6
Stratum B
12 Pai
1 Leila Whiting- Audrey
2
3 Rodg
4 JohnLowe I - John Laurim ..

2 JohnLowe Ill Jnhn Laurim ..
SATURDAY AFTERNOON
A/X PAIRS

Stratum A

40 Pais

1

[}

1/2 Mark Chen - Hal Hindman ..

3 David Gottfried - Earl Glicks
4 |h|)uu~ John Ashe
5

6

7

1 Hal Hindman - Mark Chen .
2 - Jim Hahn
3 c Branfman
4

5

[
B/C PAL

1

2

3

4

5

6

Stratum C
0 Pairs

1 John Laurim - John Lowe I11 .
2 in

3

4

5

6



SENIOR PAIRS
2

FpEye

o

B

@

o

300/100/50 PAIRS

ey

B -

@

B -

Stratum A

Dorothy Weinstein- Marvin Weinstei
Jerome Resnick - Eugene Davidson
Gregory Mullins - David Wakefield

Bernard Octjen - ).
Jim O"Neil - Mary O'Neil
Stratum B
13 Pairs

Dorothy Weinstein - Marvin Wei
Gregory Mullins - David Wakefield
Charles Pan - James Rodger
ynthia Helms - Barbara Porte
Joan Benesch - William Benesch .

Stratum C
5Pairs

Cynthia Helms - Barbara Porte
r- Nelu Schwartz

Marshall Kram

Stratum A

22 Pairs

Solomon - lm Newmay
Stratum B
13 Pairs
Robert Schwab - Anne Derk

efring - Richard Bryan .

Stratum C

n
tichael Gill_J y
Kuhn - Edward Dyer

SATURDAY EVENING
A/X PAIRS .

Stratum A

1 Helene Bauma
2 John Adan
3 Brad The
4 nko
5 n Brand - ,Iu}ml,mn ne
6 Donald Berman- Leon

Stratum X

16 Pai
1
2
3 Charleen Brand - Ju}\nl,mvl ne

4 Donald Berman -
5 rniavsky - l)mmd lhwull

Stratum B

60.91

1 Sandra Forsythe
e 59.46

2 Robert Padg
Mary Baxt

60.91
56.28

axter - Brian Child
3 JayKelkar- Malm(h co Patwardhan
4 Robert Wissman - John Chr

300/200/50 PAIRS

Stratum A

jam MendezJr 052
alter Lafferty - Mary Lafferty 8.9:
Reni Malloy - Juanita Beeson
homas Din - Gloria mlm ad
Leonid Fastovs n Pardo .
6 Jean Donnell - Tack Lavrence

Stratum B

19 Pairs

172 Reni Malloy - Juanita Beeson

1/2 Thomas Din - Gloria Halstead

3 Jean Donnell - ,Imkla\\wnu
I) s

Stratum C

3 Pairs
1 Thomas Din - Gloria Halstead
2 can Donnell - Jack Lawrence

: aine Davis - Freida Joyee
4 I)a\ulMud Kathleen O"Toole
5 Julie Octhinger - Joan Donoghue

SUNDAY
A/X SWISS TEAMS

Stratum A

1

- 79,

/8 Weizhong Bao - Hailong Ao - Huailin Chen
Jian-Jian Wan K‘m 5.00
hael R

ams
112 Weizhong Bao - Hailong Ao - Huailin C
an-Jian Wang. Kef cfu X
12 ael Richey - Lloyd Rawle
.00

68.00
B/C SWISS TFM\’H Stratum B

21T

Stratum C

9 Teams
Yudkm - Frank Cardillo - 1
dillo - Christon Johnson - Paul Krueg
2 I)d\ltlllmm]hm Michelle Cantave
DaSilva - Robert Gunnell Jr ..
3 ,Iun Ranhand - Donald Goldman -
-Mare Werner

4/5 I(ulunl(u sell - Gordon Hatheway Jr
ann

Alan Dockterman - John McC:
4/5 Ted Guthrie - Andres D
Abrams - Reese Hous

SUNDAY MORNING
300/200/100 SWISS TEAMS
ams

1/2 ia
Ila«lulmn— ai

- David Raley - Gloria

1 David Raley - Jon C} haeson - Thomas

Auna F IuM ad ..

107.00
Bucklinger - John
103.00

o

1 David Raley - Jon Ch

GloriaHalstead ..

SUNDAY AFTERNOON

TEAM:
1

« Stratum A

son - Thomas Din -

00

36.00



BALANCING ACT
Visiting a Richmond Regional one year,
I was looking in on the I/N playing area,
checking on students and visiting a friend
that was directing. I spotted two of my regu-
lar students looking over thei with
glum faces. “What’s the problem, ladies?”
“I think we need a fairy godmoth,
sighed one. “We just can’t seem to get 50%
or better on our session scores. You wouldn’t
have a magic wand or something you could
wave over our heads, would you?”
“e had a few minutes before the next
n started so I sat down with them and
asked to see their private score sheet. T
noticed quite a few -90's and -110s. Many
of them were from the opponents playin
either two of a minor or two of a major!
think T might have some fairy dust here for
you. Repeat after me: ‘T will not let my op-
ponents play in a fit at the two level.™
Wh his good advice? Well ..

1. Don’t you think the opponents
are happy and comfortable pl.
ing at such a low level? If we
have happy opponents, we are
NOT doing our job properly.

o

. If the opponents have a fit,
then we probably do also.

If we do come in and b
might push the opponents up
another level. Maybe they can’t
make three! We'll get a plus
score for them going down.

-

Even if we go to the three-level
and go down one, it is better than
letting them make two of any-
thing. In this situation, “down
one is good bridge.” (Ever hear
that phrase before? I'd rather
hear “making three, partner?”
But maybe that’s just me.)

5. We could make our contract

for a plus score.

Let’s do some math. (Just what you were
afraid of - higher math!) If the opponents have
died out at the two level, how many points
do you think they have? Opener should have
around responder should have about 7,
which means they have ONLY half the points
in the deck! And who has the other half of
the deck? Why our side does!

When the points are evenly distributed
between both sides, then it is just about
anybody’s ball game at the two-level. Here's
a hand that came up in the last Mentor game
at the Washington Bridge Center. (If you
would like to join as a student or as a men-
tor, call Lorraine Morgan at 410-730-4187.
Students will be assigned to a life master
for a free play date once a month at their
convenience. Call for details. This is a very
popular program!)

Dealer: North
E/W Vulnerable
North
2701086
©107
T 43
§KQJ93
West East
aQ32 a4
©A65 ©KQ92
" 18765 AKQ102
§87 §54
South
aK975
©J843
o
§A1062
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pass 1"
2" Pass Pass

28

Our South (a student) didn’t feel confi-
dent coming in over 2 with no five-card
suit to overcall. He didn’t want to double
because he had “only” eight points. So he
passed. The opponents were very happy to
be playing in a low-level contract.

Since South’s final pass ended the auc-
tion, we say that he was in the “balancing
seal.” When you are considering balanc-
ing, the bridge gods allow you to “borrow”
a King from your partner’s hand. If our South
had done that, he would've had the equiva-
lent of an 11-point hand with a singleton
diamond. His bid should have been
“double™ (for takeout). It would say, “I'm
short in diamonds and can tolerate any of
the other suits, partner. Please bid the one
you like the best.” South’s double will never
be taken for an opening hand since he
passed the first time around.

The auction should have gone something
like this:

True FM or West might go to 3" (and
make it), but that’s better than letting them
play a 2 contrac r, North/South
can actually make 3§ or 33!
IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO THE
PARTNER OF THE BALANCER

You will need to remember that when
your partner balances, that he has “bor-
rowed a King” from your hand. Therefore,
before you get all excited about your points,
remember to demote your hand’s value by a
King (3 points
A GOOD MANTRA TO LEARN

“Nobody plays in a fit at the two level at
MY table except ME!” Note: See vulner-
ability issue below.

VULNERABILITY

Some players, if vulnerable, tend not to
balance over an opponents 22 contract. If
vulnerable and doubled you could go for
-200. Might as well let them have their 90
or 110. You really need some good d
bution or a reasonable belief you can make
your contract to be bidding at the three-level

Howev

famous humor! Call (301
for a fiee copy of Issue #1. You may subscribe

vulnerable when you and partner are both
passed hands!

If our side is not vulnerable, my oppo-
nents will never be allowed to play at the
two level if they have found a fit.

How HAVE THEY
FOUND A FIT ?

When a suit has been bid and raised,
then a fit has been exposed. If they have
not found a fit, then balancing is not a big
priority anymore. Consider these auctions:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Pass I Pass 1©

INT Pass Pass

West will probably not balance, as they
opponents do not have a fit. We tend not to
balance if they have no fit anywhere.

If they have a fit, then so do we.

If they do NOT have a fit, then maybe
we don’t either.

West will bend over backwards to keep
this auction open. His opponents have found
a fit and are trying to buy it at the two-
NOT AT MY TABLE! West should
use a takeout double or overcall a four-carc
(or longer) unbid suit.

So quit rolling over and playing dead at the
bridge table. Stat trying some of these balanc-
ing acts, and your game will be much improved.

[Leslie Shafer s the editor of “Brid, !

R Us.” A national bridge newsletter spe
cally for Itermediate and Novie players,

it is
Started in January

attests to its easy-to-read format and Leslie’s
-6828) or write

by sending your name, address, phone number
and payment of $25 for a one-year subscrip-
tion (six issues a year) to Leslie Shafer, 690
Concerto Lane, Siler Spring, MD 20901 Her
website is m and her
email address is slamhand@erols.com]

Stepping Up to New Heights  on page 19

-29-



THE WASHINGTON BRIDGE LEAGUE
14517 PERRYWOOD DRIVE
BURTONSVILLE, MARYLAND

20866

Periodicals
Postage Paid
at Burtonsville, MD

WBL SoLVERS CLUB S NEw PROBLEMS

May/June 2003

1) IMPs, You Vul, You, South hold:
AK1086©K2" J109438 54
WEST

20 Dbl

3

2) MPs, Both Vul, You, South hold:
2]963©763" K1043§ A10
WEST  NORTH

EAST
Pass
48 10 Pass
43 5 Pass
3) IMPs, Both Vul, You, South hold:
a AKQU8TOT65" 38 Q65
SOUTH WEST NORTH —EAST
Pass 2" (FG)  Pass
Pass 3 Pass
Pass 18 Pass

4) IMPs, None Vul, You, South hold:
2 AK876503" 1083872

SOUTH WEST NORTH  EAST
1 1©
30 E 40

'dbl would show 3spades

5) IMPs, Both Vul, You, South hold:
2Q20Q76547 J943§ A10
SOUTH WEST NORTH  EAST
1© 28

2

imit raise:32 =forcing raise

Return answers by March 24 to:
Steve Robinson
2891 S. Abingdon St#A2,
Alington Va, 22206
robinswr@erols.com




