Is it Time to Renew?
\

Join the fun at the
70th Annual

CITY OF WASHINGTON
TOURNAMENT

April 6-9, 2017
featuring:
v NEW DAYTIME START TIMES
FRIDAY & SATURDAY % Experi-
mental, relaxed & fun IMP Pairs/Teams
returns on Friday night ¥ Panel Show on
Saturday ® Team games galore % I/N
events throughout ¥ Silver Points!

—See pages 6 & 7 for the complete details.—

But first, on MARCH 23-26,
come on out for the
WASHINGTON BRIDGE LEAGUE

Non Life Master

Seclional

WBL NLM Tournament Chair, Julie Marquette,

is back with a 4-day WBL sectional tourna-

ment just for Non Life Masters! (...with less

than 500 points.) Join in for a fun weekend

with lunch and refreshments included on both

weekend days. Silver points, too!

€ a8ed aas

See page 5 for the full tournament schedule...
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WBL OMBUDSMAN

SUGGESTION Box Any player with helpful director issues

Do you have a suggestion that
might help to increase membership or
otherwise improve the Washington
Bridge League? Give any and all ideas
to Don Berman, 301-776-3581,
don.berman@verizon.net, 13707 En-
gleman Dr., Laurel, MD 20708, or to her at any game, or mailed to her at
www. WashingtonBridgeleague.org. / 6333 Tone Dr., Bethesda, MD 20817-5811.

including criticism or praise of the direct-
ing staff may contact the Ombudsman,
Adrienne Kuehneman and be assured
that the source of the information will re-
main confidential. Information should be
provided in writing and may be handed
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

by WBL President, Ellen Cherniavsky

eachernia@vahoo.com

The January sectional yielded many pos-
itive results but also highlighted problems
which need to be addressed in the future. On
the plus side, the new Friday evening event
— IMP pairs/teams — was a big success! Play-
ers attended who had not been to a Friday
night sectional in years. Feedback was uni-
versally positive. At the same time, the NLM
game nearly doubled in size, perhaps in re-
sponse to the discount being offered. We had
stepped up efforts to advertise the sectional,
including the description of the new event
and the discount, and believe the publicity
blitz was instrumental in increasing atten-
dance. These efforts should be continued
with future sectionals. On the minus side, dif-
ficulties arose in fulfilling our promise of
guaranteed teammates when the pair slated
to take on this role became unavailable a few
days before the event. We need a process to
make sure we have guaranteed teammaies in
place; if someone shows up without a partner,
we will try to find that player someone to play
with, but we will not guarantee a person both
a partner and teammates.

Financial results are not yet in, but we be-
lieve that the sectional showed a loss, though
considerably less than the one for the October
sectional. The main reason for this is the lack
of revenue from the Saturday morning game.
Because of the snow, the county cancelled all
activities in county buildings until 12:00 pm.
We only found out about this at 8:15 am, and
posted the cancellation on the website (more
on this later) as soon as possible, but there
really wasn’t time to warn players that the
game would not take place, and roughly 120
people showed up. The person in charge at
the Senior Center authorized us to use the fa-
cility for an informal bridge game, but on the
condition that we not charge an entry fee. So
the game was held, and we were grateful not

to have had to turn people away. Thanks to
Bill Cole for negotiating this compromise, as
well as working with the county to reduce the
charge for rental to reflect a starting time of
2:00 pm.

We are starting to see the payoff for show-
ing respect for our playing area. At close on
Friday and Saturday, players volunteered to
pick up their trash and push chairs neatly
under the tables. Because of that, partici-
pants in the Saturday and Sunday morning
games were greeted by neat, orderly playing
conditions, and were inspired to help main-
tain them. Sunday closing went faster than
ever, with more people aiding in folding up
their tables, stacking chairs, and disposing of
trash. Thanks to all who cooperated in these
efforts. It is always more difficult to change a
culture than to build one, and as a group we
can be proud of successfully changing the
culture of our sectionals so that we keep our
wonderful playing site, which took so much

effort to regain, in top shape.

Finally, a note about the website. An at-
tempted upgrade by the WBL web service
provider actually resulted in the frustrating
loss of the database for the last two months.

People didn’t know the url through
which WBL information could be reached,
or had gotten used to not being able to ac-
cess it. This impeded our efforts to let play-
ers know the Saturday game had been
cancelled, not to mention our efforts to pub-
licize the sectional through this medium.
The District 6 website can now be accessed
via www.districtsixbridge.org; the WBL site
can be reached through a link on the D6
home page. In addition, the WBL website
(washingtonbridgeleague.org) should be

fully operational by the time you read this
with the same address as before.
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WBL BULLETIN & WBL E-NEwsS

Would you rather be reading this in print?
Printed mail subscriptions are reasonably priced:

The WBL Bulletin has ceased free mail distribution. The bulletin will continue to be avail-
able free online through our website: washingtonbridgeleague.org. You can be notified when

the new issue is available online if we have your email address—see below.
@ Yearly (6 issues), Printed Mail Subscriptions are available:
WBL members ............... $12.00/year Non-member ... $18.00/year

The bulletin comes out six times a year. @ To subscribe, give or mail a check to “Washington
Bridge League” via WBL Treasurer, Rose Berman, at: 13707 Engleman Dr., Laurel, MD 20708-
1325. Please include your full name and address (and player number if you are a WBL member).

@ We have established a WBL Unit Membership Email Database.
The emailings are used for occasional bridge news only.
One use is be to inform you when the bulletin is available online.
There will be no advertising, sharing or publishing of the addresses.
@ Send your email, name and player number to WBL e-List Administrator, Alex Gretsinger,
a: agretsinger@gmail.com
Please also indicate if you would like to be included on Steve Robinson’s email list in order
to receive additional bridge news, bridge problems, and other tidbits. You will be able to un-

subscribe from either list.
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BiTs AND PIECES

RUN FOR THE BOARD?

If you would like to run for the board,
please submit a bio form and picture to the
editor by March 20 to be published in the
next issue. The offices of President, Vice
President, Treasurer, and Secretary are one
year terms. The six Unit Director positions
are two year terms, at least three of which
will be open this year. Elections will be
held at the Annual Meeting and District 6
STaC — Stratified Pairs on May 11 at the
Unit Game. For more information, contact
Ellen Cherniavsky at 301-649-1350 or
eachernia@yahoo.com.

TIME TO RENEW?
If you started your paper WBL Bulletin
subscription with the March/April 2016

Did You Know?

The Rockville Duplicate Bridge Club
has a game almost every day!

Join us often and spread the word!

issue, it’s time to renew! It’s not too early
to renew for anyone else ;) ...See where to
send your check on the top of page 3.

WELCOME TO THE
WASHINGTON BRIDGE
LEAGUE

The WBL welcomes the following new

ACBL members: Dr Ken Chase, Rachel Evans,
Barry Grossman, Mr Lee Haller, Mrs Marcia
Haller, Karen E MacIntyre, Ms Yolanda Ma-
mone, Jerry Reynolds, Ms Selma Sawaya, Mr
Chen Zhao, Cecilia Chambers, Ms Janet Cole-
man, Emmett R Costich, Ms Gail Fleder, Linda
Hantman, Robin Hoiler, Mr Christopher Lewis,
Jennifer R Rasmussen, Ms Barbara Schrader,
Emanuel Stock, and Mrs Virginia Voorhees.

In addition, we welcome the following
transfers from other units: Jonathan Bart,
Mr Hugh F Cole Jr, Dr Valerie K Davis, Mrs
Bettina Hoar, Anita Newport, Mr Charles
Koser, Dr D Robert Levering, Mrs Cheryl
Sherman, and Dr M B Slomka.

Please join us at our weekly Unit
Game on Thursday evenings and fre-
quent the local bridge clubs in the area.
Information can be found at:

www. WashingtonBridgel.eague.org.

2016 RounD RoBIN WINNERS

DAY TIME LOCATION
Monday* | 11:15 AM St James
Tuesday 7:00 PM | Rockville S. C.

Wednesday | 10:30 AM |Temple Beth Ami
Thursday*®* | 11:15 AM St James
Friday * | 11:15 AM St James
Saturday® | 1:00 PM St James

*0-1000 game in addition to the open game
--as attendance allows—

www.rockvilledbc.com

Need a Partner? Call Mark Lavine: 301-503-3348
Locations:

St James Episcopal Church | Rockville Senior Center
11815 Seven Locks Road 1150 Carnation Dr
Potomac, MD Rockville, MD

Temple Beth Ami, 14330 Travilah Rd, N. Potomac, MD

Congratulations to last year’s Round
Robin Winners! It’s time to start thinking
about getting your team together for the 2017
event. Here are the 2016 overalls:

Flight A
1) Sylvia Shi, Daniel Korbel, Noble Shore,
Mike Gill, Alex Prairie, Stephen Drodge
2) Brad Theurer, Bob Bell, Fred King, Lyle
Poe Jr, David Ruderman, Richard Wegman
3/4) Bill Cole, Steve Robinson, Mark Shaw,
Peter Boyd, Roger Pies
3/4) Mike Berard, Murat Berk, Hakan Berk,
Peter Van Zijl, Richard Wissing

...continued on p. 19, column 1, midway

WASHINGTONBRIDGEL EAGUE.ORG

KENSINGTON, MD: MARCH 23-26, 2017

Non Life Magler
Sectional

Saturday & Sunday: NEWPORT MILL MIDDLE SCHOOL
11311 Newport Mill Road, Kensington, MD 20895

Maryland Hospitality Play for Silver!

............................

Vi hursday, March 23: OHR KODESH: 8300 Meadowbrook Ln., Silver Spring, MD
NILM StrataFlighted Pairs (NUM<500/200/100 and separate 20/10/5) 7:30 pm

Friday, March 24: ROCKVILLE DBC: 11815 Seven Locks Rd., Potomac, MD
NLM Stratified Pairs (500/100/20) ..........coovviunii.. 11:15 am

Saturday, March 25: Rest of tournament at: NEWPORT MILL MIDDLE SCHOOL
Free V2 hour lesson before afternoon game, by Leslie Shafer, ACBL Teacher of the Year!
NLM StrataFlighted Pairs (500/200/100 and separate 50/20/10) .. .10:30 am
NLM StrataFlighted Pairs (500/200/100 and separate 50/20/10) ... .3:00 pm

Sunday, March 26 (41l day playthrough with lunch break)
Stratified Swiss Teams (500/200/100) ....................... 10:30 am

—All events are stratified by average masterpoints, but no individual’s masterpoint total may
exceed the event’s upper limit. Strata may be adjusted according to attendance.—

TOURNAMENT CHAIRS:
Julie Marquette, 301-642-9197, jmarq3428@yahoo.com & Yaeko Perera

PARTNERSHIPS: Andrea Weiswasser, andweis@aol.com

DIRECTIONS to Newport Mill Middle School: Take the Beltway (I-495) to the Georgia Ave exit
(Exit 31A, MD 97) North (towards Wheaton). Go 1.6 miles then bear left onto Viers Mill Rd. Go 1.0
miles then turn left onto Newport Mill Rd. Go 1/4 mile to school on left.
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CiTy OF
~ WASHINGTON TOURNAMENT ~

at the MARGARET SCHWEINHAUT SENIOR CENTER

1000 Forest Glen Rd, Silver Spring, MD ( Friday-Sunday only
THURSDAY, APRIL 6

&% StrataFlighted A/X (unlim/2000) & B/C/D (1000/500/300) Pairs . . .11:15am
Rockville Duplicate Bridge Club, 301-503-3348 (Mark Lavine) | NO ENTRY
St. James Episcopal Church, 11815 Seven Locks Rd., Rockville | TILL 11AM

¢ StrataFlighted A/X (unlim/3000) & B/C (2000/750) Pairs (both sites),
0-20 Pairs (both sites), Intermediate/Novice Pairs (500/300/100) (Ohr Kodesh
only) & Stratified 199er (200/100/50) Swiss Teams (Beth El only)
Beth El Congregation, 3830 Seminary Rd, Alexandria . . . ... ... 7:00pm
Ohr Kodesh Congregation, 8300 Meadowbrook Ln., Chevy Chase 7:30pm
1-495 to Connecticut Ave. S. 4% light left E-W Hwy 410. Left Meadowbrook Ln.
18t]eft Freyman Dr. Parking lot on left. No outside food allowed.

: NEW DAVIIME START TIMES FRL & SAT.:  [ERYN AN

& *StrataFlighted A/X (unlim/3000) & B/C Pairs (2000/750) (single sessions) .. ... .. 11:00am, 3:00pm
Relaxed & Fun Stratified IMP Pairs/Teams replaces fast-paced Triple Nickel! 7:30pm
(unlim/2000/750)—2 Chances to Win!— This innovative & experimental game moves like a pair game

& scores the better of your IMP pair & team game. Come as a team of 4 or as a pair & we'll find you teammates.

A Intermediate/Novice Pairs (500/300/100) & 49er Pairs (50/20/5) (single sessions) 11am, 3pm, 7:30pm

—ILunch available for purchase— SATURDAY, APRIL 8

Win upgraded (more) masterpoints today! $1 additional fee supports Grass Roots events.
& *SrataFlighted A/X (unlim/3000) & B/C Pairs (2000/750) (single sessions) .......... 11:00am, 3:30pm
¢ Intermediate/Novice Pairs (500/300/100) & 49er Pairs (50/20/5) (single sessions) . . . . . 11:00am, 3:30pm

—TLunch available for purchase— SUNDAY, APRIL 9

A Flights A/X (unlim/5000) Swiss Teams (2 session playthrough w/break) . ............ 11:00am & TBA
& Bracketed Flight B Teams (no single player >3000) (2 session playthrough w/break) . .11:00am & TBA
B Teams Bracketed by total team masterpoints; three overall places in each.
4 500/300/100 Swiss Teams, VPs (single sessions) ............................. 11:00am, 3:00pm
& Lots of Intermediate & Novice Events with Silver Points! ¥
Separate I/N events & strata as advertised as attendance allows. (Director's discretion.)

Hospitality includes snacks, drinks, & Friday lunch & evening desserts. Sat. & Sun. lunch available for purchase.
Tournament Chair: Brad Theurer, 301-527-8819, batheurer256@gmail.com; Hospitality Manager:
Mike Zane; Volunteer Coordinator: Barbara Summers, 301-598-5838, jimbarb1184@aol.com;
Partnerships: Barbara Doran, 301-608-0347, barb.doran@verizon.net, Online Partnership Desk available.
*StrataFlighted if attendance warrants—otherwise combined into Stratified Pairs (unlim/2000/500)

Stratification by avg. masterpoints of the team or pair. No individual may exceed the event's upper limit.
Directions to the Margaret Schweinhaut Senior Center, 1000 Forest Glen Rd, Silver Spring, MD: 1-495
to Georgia Avenue North (toward Wheaton). 15t light right on Forest Glen Rd. The Center is .7 mile on right.

Mid-chart allowed in all events except I/N
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n I % WBL APRIL SECTIONAL — FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIALS
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WASHINGTON TOURNAMENT . /A
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Friday, Apr. 7, 2017 - 7:30 pm gh |_r(\jgton
1000 Forest Glen Rd, Silver Spring, MD rnage

eague

-TAKE 2-
elaxed & g
| IMP Pairs/Teams
\\Retums afler its first success!

The new Friday evening open event — IMP Pairs/Teams — was a big success
in January! Players attended who had not been to a Friday night sectional in years.
Feedback was universally positive. Never tried before in the ACBL, the game offers:

2 chances to win! — Double your IMPs in an innovative & exper-
imental new Friday night game! — Come as a team of 4 or as a pair and we'll get
you a team. This novel game moves like a pair game and scores the better of your masterpoints
earned from the IMP Pair* game or the IMP Team** game. Enjoy some dessert and at the

end of the relaxed, low time pressure game, IMP your results with your teammates.

*IMP your result on each board against each result at the other tables, then average.
*Fach 2- or 3-board round is also a short bead-to-head match against another
team. Your team's final score is your total IMPs over all the matches.

If you want to see the Friday night game continue,
come out & play! Recruit partners & team-
mates! Spread the word!

00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000
N EIN ENN NN BN ESE BEE BN BEE BEE BEE BEE BN BEE BN BN B BN S S . -

The NLM GAME nearly doubled in size—played as usual as a SEPARATE PAIR GAME.

r------------------
1 2 Jor 1 Friday Night Special
in the NLM (500) Pair Game only

—April 7, 2017, 7:30 pm—

$1Ppefson

2 play for the price of 1

in a fun PAIR game just for intermediate and novice players

% NLM PAIR GAME ONLY 3
x XINO IRV dIVd WIN =

N N BN I S S S S . .- q..‘““‘....'OOO.‘...CCC..........“““....'OOO“““‘....... °

*¢ 2 for 1 FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL in the NIM (<500) PAIR GAME ONILY :
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WBL SoLvERSs’ CLUB

Moderated by Steve Robinson

robinswr@erols.com

Congratulations to Robert Stone who came
in first with a score of 490. He wins a free play
to the WBL Unit Game, and will be invited to
be on a future panel. Tied for second were
Sumner Steinfeldt, Mark Chen and Larry Kahn
score of 470. Sixth was Bob Rivkin with a score
of 460. Seventh was Jim Andre with a score of
450. Tied for eight were Gene Kuehneman, Art
Hayes, Jim Allen, Mark Rosen, Michael Richey
and Ron Zucker with a score of 440. The aver-
age score of the 83 solvers was 362. The aver-
age score of the experts was 452.

All readers are encouraged to send answers
and/or new problems to Steve Robinson, 2891
S. Abingdon St. #A2 Arlington, VA, 22206-
1329. In addition to the winner receiving a free
play at the WBL Unit Game, Steve will play
with anyone who gets a perfect score or who ex-
actly matches all five of his answers. If you send
a self-addressed stamped envelope to the above
address along with your answers, I will send you
a copy of the new problems to ensure that you
can meet his next deadline. You can pick up a
copy of the problems at the WBL Unit Game in
Maryland, and can send answers or requests for
problems to robinswr@erols.com. You can also
see and answer the problems at the WBL web-
site. WBL Solvers club uses Washington Stan-
dard as published July 1996. I accept only the
first answer from each solver unless it is clear
that the solver wants to correct his answer.

I personally score all the problems. If a ma-
jority of the solvers vote for an answer, and the
answer is reasonable I will give that answer 100
points. I will not give 100 points to an answer
that I consider bad no matter how many experts
vote for it. There are times when [ want to make
a point. I will give that answer 100 points and
will therefore give the majority answer 90
points. For the other answers I consider how
good the answer is and how many experts vote
for it for its score. If you submitted an answer
that got 20 points, that bid would get a bad
score at the table. A good exercise would be to
figure out why I gave your answer 20 points.
You might have misread the problem.

The book Washington Standard second
edition is out. If you are a serious bridge
player, this book is a must. You can purchase
a copy from Steve for $25.00 whenever you
see him or can send him a check for $30.60
which includes $5.60 for priority mail.

NovEMBER/ DECEMBER
2016 SOoLUTIONS
1) Matchpoints They’re Vul
A-¥KQ1084 AQJO8%0Q1053
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

Pass Pass
1e Pass 1 1A
2777272
Action Score Votes Solvers

36 100 6 23
49 380 3 11
3¢ 70 2 18
246 40 1 26
29 40 0 5

2 20 0 1

Partner has responded 1% and you have
Jour-card heart support. Holding four-card
heart support, you must make a bid which
shows four hearts. With 11-14 support points
you bid 2 . With 15-17 support points you bid
3 ®. With 18+ support points you jump to 4 ®.
With distributional strong hands you jump to
3 M to show spade shortness, jump to 4 ¢ to
show club shortness or jump to 4  to show four
hearts and six good diamonds. If you have a
strong freak, you could bid above 4 ¥. All other
bids deny holding four hearts. Which of these
options comes closest to describing this hand?
I like 3 #. Shows short spades and four-card
heart support. If LHO bids 4 #, pariner will be
in a better position to decide what to do.

Five experts join me and jump to 3 # which
shows spade shortness and four-card heart
support. If the opponents bid 4 #, partner will
know that you have spade shortness.

Korbel: “3 4 —This doesn't have to work
out but I'm a 34 bidder.”

-8-

Poe: “34—With a void in spades and
such good texture in hearts and diamonds
this hand is certainly worth a splinter. In the
event that the opponents make a vulnerable
4.4 -bid 1 have told my story and will respect
partner's decision. I know of no rule that you
have to have first or second round control in
all suits, and if there was such a rule I would
probably violate it on this hand.”

Schwartz: “3 & —Admittedly light in HCP
but can't bid 24 as that doesn't show sup-
port, and 4% doesn't solve the problem as
partner will expect a different sort of hand.”

Shi: ““3 A—Is that a spade void I have? I'm
going to overbid a bit with 3. I have such
greal trumps and a source of tricks. It is nice
to set up a force over the inevitable 4 &-bid.”

Woolsey: ““3 4—This hand has enough playing
strength to justify the splinter. Also, West might
be about to bid 4#, and if he does it will be im-
portant for me to have described this hand type
to partner so he can make an intelligent decision.”

Five experts raise hearts. Partner won’t
know that you have spade shoriness.

Three of the five jump to 4 9. They don’t
say what they will do over 4 #.

Parker: “4%—Since partner is a passed
hand I am willing to take the plunge for game,
he should not move knowing that I know he
is a passed hand.”

Shimshak: “49—I bid 4% as the spade
void makes this hand worth more than its 14
HCP and the honors in the other suits are
likely to be well situated.”

Adams: “49—Who knows who can make
what. I'd like to be a bit beefier for a 3#-
splinter. This is essentially a preempt with
some hope of making it.”

Tivo of the five make a conservative 3 ¥-jump.
What are you going to do if LHO bids 3 #?

Theurer: “3 ¥ —Perhaps I'd shoot out 4%
or splinter with 34 at IMPs, but at match-
points I think inviting is enough. Partner is
still there and if my LHO bids 3 &, he'll know
I'm short in spades and can evaluate his hand
appropriately. Guessing Stevie makes a“game
try* with this hand (bid game and try to make
it), however partner may take me for more
stuff and bid on when it's wrong, or he makes
the wrong decision if my LHO bids 4#.”

Hopkins: “3¥—The value call.”

One expert cue bids. A cue bid in this situ-
ation denies holding support for partner and
is usually used when you have strong minor
ortented hand. Either a diamond one-suiter or
a very strong diamond-club hand.

Lahut: “2&—1I want to force to game and
give partner the maximum amount of time to
look deep into his soul and find a club cue bid.
With partner being a passed hand, I don't plan
to bypass 4% unless [ hear partner bid clubs.”

Showing shortness will help partner do the
right thing if the opponents keep bidding.

2) IMPs None Vul
AAVQT654 ¢ 765453
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1e 1w
20077
Action Score Yotes Solvers
3¢ 100 7 27
29 90 4 11
4 80 1 5
36 70 0 2
2¢ 70 0 29
54 60 0 1
Pass 30 0 5
INT 30 0 2
2 20 0 1
Dbl 20 0 1

Partner opened 1 ¢ and we have five-card sup-
port and a fair hand. We also have a singleton
spade which means that the opponents have at least
an eight-card spade fit. We could bid 2 ¥ which
shows a limit raise in diamonds or better. However,
this will allow LHO to bid 2 #. We could also bid
3 ® which is a preemptive raise. This makes it a lit-
tle harder for LHO to bid spades. Or we could bid
4 # which means that LHO has to bid 4 # if he
wants to show spades. The problem with 4 # is that
partner could have a 2NT-rebid with the AKQ.J of
spades and we could easily make 3NT.

Four experts cue bid which shows a limit
raise or better with diamond support. If part-
ner re-cue bids, are you going to bid 3NT or
bid 4 # o show a weak limit raise?

Parker: “2 ¥ —Limit raise or better in di-
amonds. Since partner is sure to be short in
hearts, he must have at least four diamonds.
Let’s see what he does next.”

Poe: “2¥—1 have limit raise values in dia-
monds. Partner is not likely to be bidding no-
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trump, but if he invites with 2NT I can bid 3 ¢.”

Schwartz: “2%—Admittedly light in HCP
but raising diamonds which is the only other
possible bid, allows the opponents to make a
responsive double. If partner is distribu-
tional, my hand isn't that bad, otherwise, I
just sign off in diamonds.”

Hopkins: “2¥—1I probably have a limit
raise for diamonds. I am going to discourage
notrump if partner seems to be heading in
that direction.”

One expert is more concerned about the oppo-
nents finding a spade fit, than us getting to 3NT.

Korbel: “4 ¢ —They have a spade fit and
I don't really want them to find it; partner
often has a stiff heart here and we might have
a great save or make in 54 anyway.”

Six experts join me and preempt in diamonds.

Theurer: “3 ¢ —How many diamonds to
bid? 2 ¢ is reasonable on strength, but it doesn't
do as much to block the opponents' spade fit as
3 ¢ does. Since the heart queen is of very ques-
tionable value on offense, I'm going to make a
bit of a heavy preempt here and make life more
difficult for the opponents. Also 3 @ gets across
the fifth diamond, which 2 ¢ does not.”

Lahut: “3 ¢ —I want to try to break up the
opponents' spade fit, but jamming 5 ¢ might
be too painful and there's no guarantee the
opponents can make game. These heart spots
aren't juicy enough to try for a penalty pass.”

Shi: “3 € —They haven't found their
spade fit yet®.

Shimshak: 3 ¢ —I bid 3 ¢ as this hand is
preemptive and partner likely has no more
than a heart or two.”

Woolsey: “3 ¢ —Seems on target for play-
ing value, and shuts out the enemy spade fit.”

Adams: “3 ¢ —They have an eight-card
spade fit and have not found it yet. Close to a
29 -limit raise, but that leaves 24 and I don't
want to do that.”

More and more experts are playing jumps
to show mixed raises which is 7-9 with 4-card
support rather than preemptive raises.

3) IMPs Both Vul
A9B298763 ¢ J93 %532
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Pass 1v Dbl Pass
29977

Action Score Votes Solvers

2 100 6 13
14 90 6 51
2¢ 30 0 2
Pass 20 0 8

INT 20 0 9

29 20 0 1

This is a nightmare hand. Partner made a
takeout double and your only four-card suit is
hearts. You have a choice of three three-card suits
and INT. INT has the advantage that they can’t
double you if they have a trump stack. The dis-
advantage is that is shows a constructive hand.

The worst continuation that could happen
is_for partner to cue bid. Suppose you bid 1 #
and partner punishes you with a 2 $-bid. Now
what? You either have to rebid your three-card
spade suit or bid a three-card minor at the
three-level. However, if you respond 2 & and
partner cue bids, you can bid 2 # which shows
exactly three spades and you're still at the two-
level. What you don’t want to do is to encour-
age partner. If you bid 1 # and partner has
Jfour spades and a good hand, he’ll say we’ve
Jfound a strain, the question is how high?

Six experts make the cheapest call.

Parker: “1 —1I can't bid anything less, I
expect to get too high.”

Korbel: “1 A . T know Stevie bid 2 in real
life with this hand, and that actually has a lot
of appeal to me.”

Shi: “1 &4—I know Stevie likes 2 but.
can't imagine being brave enough to do it.
Maybe partner will rebid INT.”

If you're brave enough to bid a three-card

spade suit, why aren’t you brave enough to bid
a three-card minor?

Poe: ““1 A—Only alternative is to pretend that
I have a four card-minor, and I think that is
equally dangerous as bidding 14, and more de-
ceptive. Partner knows that I do not always have
four spades with this bid when I am forced to bid.”

1 think that when you bid 1 #, partner as-
sumes that you have four.

Lahut: “1 A—Hoping to not get hung too
badly. “Sorry partner, the crawl-under-the-table
card was missing from my box.” I've read that
some players like to bid two-of-a-minor in this
situation to try to be the noise that partner isn't
excited to hear, but I don't think that gains
enough to voluntarily eat bidding space.”

The noise that partner isn't excited to hear
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is the reason why I bid 2 .

Shimshak: “1 & —I must bid so will try
14, the cheapest bid I can make.”

The following experts join me and make
the bid least likely to encourage partner. If
pariner’s next bid is 2 % we can bid 2 # which
shows exactly three spades and denies a heart
stopper. It also denies rebiddable clubs. The
object is to get out as low as possible.

Theurer: “2&%—My hand is so bad that I
don't want to bid 14 which would potentially
encourage partner more; even though it doesn't
guarantee four or more spades, partner will as-
sume that I do have a real spade suit. The
biggest disadvantage of 2 vs. 14 is that the
latter might allow partner to rebid INT with his
balanced 19-21 HCP hand. But if he has that
hand with four spades he won't rebid INT, he'll
probably bid 3#& and we'll be too high. Over 2¢
he can rebid 2NT with that hand type and I can
pass and hopefully partner will make it.”

Schwartz: “2#%— The bid least likely to
excite partner.”

Hopkins: “2&%—1I am trying for the call least
likely to encourage partner. If they were non
vulnerable, [ would probably pass the double.”

Woolsey: “2eé—The goal isn't to get to the
right contract. It is to avoid going for a num-
ber. Partner figures to have a big hand, and
he will get less excited over a 2¢ response
than over a 14 or INT response.”

Adams: “2&—Haven't we done this one a
bunch? 14 promises four. clubs only prom-
ises three (ever read the alert chart?)”

Don’t encourage partner.
4) IMPs You’re Vul
AJ639KQ1046428K0Q105
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

1e 3A
Pass Pass Dbl Pass
22077
Action Score Votes Solvers
ANT 100 5 2
44 90 2 7
Pass 90 2 26
5¢ 70 1 6
49 70 1 11
e 70 0 17
3NT 70 1 8
4e 70 0 3
Sk 70 0 4

Partner has made a takeout double of 3 # and
we have a very good hand. However, we have no
clear continuation. We don’t have a whole spade
stopper to bid 3N, four hearts to bid 4 ®, fwve clubs
to bid 5 & or four diamonds to support diamonds.
We do have enough strength so it could easily be
right to pass the double. To bid we need partner to
have a very good hand. Suppose partner has
AK WA Jxx ®AQ Jx o Jxxx, a 1=4=4=4 16-count.
In 5 o we lose one spade and one club for sure and
we need the diamond finesse to work. That’s as-
suming no ruff. Partner could have an extreme
hand such as #- WA Jxx ¢ AKQxxx doAxx where
7 # is a very good contract but that would mean
that the opponents have ten spades between them.
What I do have going for me is that the opponents
are favorable and therefore tend to over preempt.
Since they're not in 4 #, I'd expect partner to have
at least one spade and maybe two. This makes
passing the percentage action.

Seven experts force partner to make a
choice. It makes no difference if you bid 4 #
or 4NT. If you had four hearts and enough
strength to bid 4 #, you would have made a
negative double. Partner should never bid 5 ¥.

Parker: “4NT—I would never have
passed last time, I would have made a nega-
tive double and played a 4-3 heart fit. Now |
am willing to play five-of-a-minor. 4NT asks
for a minor, where 44 would ask for four
hearts from partner if he had four.”

Korbel: “4NT—]Just guessing. Even though
they are white they could still be making it on an
extreme day even into our slam, if partner has
something like #-%AJxx ¢ AKQxxxeoxxx. I'd
rather take the partnership action of not passing.”

Schwartz: “4NT—At matchpoints, I could
pass but that won't work well opposite a stiff small
spade. At least this will get me to the right strain.”

At matchpoints +500 against 4 # loses to
+600 playing in five-of-a-minor. At IMPs it
loses very little. It gains when your only plus
score is defending.

Shi: “4NT. Pick a minor partner.”

Woolsey: “4NT—Assuming partner has a
stiff spade, which is likely, we probably belong
in five or six-of-a-minor. This call is clearly
choice of minors. No other interpretation makes
any sense considering my pass over 3#.”

Thearer: “44—Ouch... a nightmare hand -
not only do I have significant values that I haven't
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yet shown, but [ have no clear action. If I make a
simple suit response here partner will not take me
for this much strength. He should have at least
some extras for forcing us to at least the four-level,
so it's likely we have a game. And with it being
vulnerable at IMPs we'd better not miss that
game. So | will cuebid here which should show a
good hand that couldn't bid earlier, probably with
no spade stop, not four hearts and not great dia-
mond support. 3NT might work but partner, with
a small stiff spade, will pass most of the time and
be assuming I have better than Jxx of spades.”
Hopkins: “4&4— 1 hope partner bids clubs
or diamonds at the appropriate level or 4NT
letting me show clubs, but probably suggesting
alternatives such as a 5-3 diamond fit.”

One expert jumps to 5 ¢. Partner could be
1=4=4=4 and we’d be playing in a 4-3 fit.

Poe: “5 ¢ —3NT is a possibility but there is
an excellent chance that partner has a singleton
spade. 4¢% and 49 are out of the question. Pass
seems silly when we are vulnerable, and we may
have a slam. 5 clues partner in on the fact that
I have some values in case he has a real big
hand. We want to be in game and 54 seems
more likely to be it than 3NT, and it might en-
courage partner to bid six with a big hand.”

One expert tries to play the 3-4 heart fit.
The opponents, not knowing that you only
have three hearts, might not continue spades
which shortens the long hand. Of course it
could be a 3-3 heart fit.

Lahut: “4%—1 sense the underlying ques-
tion is*“are you man enough to bid 3NT“, to
which I cheerfully say that I am not. Giving part-
ner a singleton spade, pass and 3NT both look
extremely dangerous. Even if 4% brings back -
100 to the teammates, at least I didn't pick the
decision to immediately lose the match.”

One expert tries 3NT. While I'd bet on part-
ner having a spade honor, there’s no guaran-
tee. If partner has a spade honor, passing 3 #
doubled will be a bonanza.

Shimshak: “3NT—I hope partner has at
least the queen of spades so will try 3NT with
my jack third in the suit.”

One expert joins me and takes a plus score.
On good days partner has #(Q) $A Jxx ¢AQxxx
o Axx. The king of diamonds is off sides so you

can make 5 ¢ and you get 500 since declarer
can’t bet to dummy to lead towards his king.

Adams: “Pass—We probably will beat
this. Sorry if we are cold for a club slam. 44
is my alternative, forcing to our better minor.
Preempts work.”

If you're not sure about the correct strain,
play for penalties.

5) Matchpoints They’re Vul

AKV]763 ¢ QJ10968% K64
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1w Dbl 29
3¢ 3v 3A Pass
77727
Action Score Votes Solvers
49 100 S5 2
54 90 1 2
SNT 90 0 1
46 80 4 44
4o 70 1 2
44 70 1 5
3NT 30 0 17
Pass 20 0 11

Partner has shown a good hand with at least
five spades. He had three choices on how to show
a strong hand with spades over 19. With
AAQ Jxxxx $x #AK fAxx, he could have over-
called 4 M. A four-loser hand needing only one
trick from partner. He could double 1 ¥ and then
Jjump to 4 #. However, if the opponents bid up to
49,4 # is not ajump. In this auction bidding 3 #
allows for other strains. With real good spades, he
could have jumped to 4 # over 3 ®. He could have
something like MA Jxxx ¥x ¢ AKx foAQxx where
6 ¢ is a favorite. Partner only promises five spades
and is looking for the eight-card spade fit.
Four experts raise spades. They could eas-
ily be playing in a 5-1 fit.

Parker: “4&—He has shown a strong

hand which is too good for an overcall. I don't
have any spade losers.”

He has shown a good hand but hasn’t
shown long spades.

Poe: “4 &—Partner has good spades and my
singleton king should be enough opposite most
spade holdings. I don't want to play 3NT opposite
partner's singleton or void in hearts and 44
scores better than 5 4 . T am expecting zero or one
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spade losers. If partner has a big hand I have
about equivalent to what he would expect, a little
less in spades but good useful high cards.”
Hopkins: “4&—I hope partner has a
sense of humor. He should have too much to
overcall hopefully with good spades.”
Shimshak: “4 &—Partner is likely void in
hearts and has a good spade suit so will bid 4 #.”

Four experts join me and investigate.
While we might belong in spades, we could
easily belong in diamonds.

Korbel: “4%—1 can't pass and have enough
for game, but I hate the idea of raising directly to
4 & . Partner could have something like & AQJxx
¥x ¢ AKxeb Axxx and 64 could just be laydown.
I'm not sure if 4 # is forcing or not, and it would
make me feel sick to watch it go pass-pass-pass.
[ guess I'll try 49, if we have a slam partner will
hopefully remember to check back with SNT
pick a slam if his spades aren't robust.”

Theurer: “4%—What's going on here? The
opponents are competing to the three-level vul-
nerable so they aren't bidding on junk or
psyching. Is partner showing a hand with long
spades, too good to overcall 14 initially? Or is
he ‘punting’ with his 3#, trying to get me to bid
3NT with a heart stopper? Since I have a very
useful hand opposite either a long spade suit
or a hand with good diamond support, I'll cue-
bid and let partner clarify what he's doing. I
want to be in slam opposite either & AQJ10xxx
V-4 Kxeb Axxx or AAQJxx ¥ - ¢ Kxxxeb Axxx,
not too much to ask for.”

Schwartz “4¥—Choice of games. I am heavy
for my previous bid so this is the least I can do.”

Shi: “49—1 think that 4% should be a
choice of games rather than a good spade
raise, but I don't know if I want to spring this
one out undiscussed. Ok I will do it. Second
choice is just a guess, | think partner may
give up on spades with good diamonds and
only five spades so I'd bid 44.”

One expert bids another suit. I don’t see
how 4 & can be passed so he’ll find out if part-
ner has good spades or diamond support.
Makes sense to me. It’s like new minor.

Lahut: “4¢—1I am very close to trying 3NT
here; if one of my heart spots was the ten, I'd bid
3NT. But against a known 5-3 or 6-3 fit, too
many layouts look like I lose the first five tricks.”

Two experts rebid their diamonds. One ex-
pert jumps to 5 ¢. He shows long diamonds
and a reasonable hand. If partner A Jxxx ®-

O AKxx #AQxx he might cue bid on the way
to 6 ¢ and you might get to seven.

Woolsey: “5 ¢ —Partner must have at least
three-card diamond support, or he would
have overcalled 14 or Michaels i