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MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING THE LINKS BRIDGE CLUB 
SATURDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2022 AT 12h00. 

 
1. Attendance:-, 

Rosemary Mason, Deirdre Ingersent, Rob Stephens, Lex Van Vught, Val Bloom, Robert Solomon, Pierre Du 
Toit, Joan Van Vught, Neville Eber, Bernard Donde, Bruna Levitan, Tor Meyer, Lotte Sorensen, Peta 
Feinstein. 
Apologies: James Grant, Tom Collinge, Ian Lowden, Fran Harrison 

2. Welcome 
Peta welcomed everyone. 

3. Minutes 2019 
The minutes from 2019 were taken as read and accepted. 

4. Chairman’s report 
Who knew that in March of 2020, when we closed our doors temporarily, because of something called 
Covid, it would change our lives so substantially. 

As soon as we got wind that this was going to be a long haul, we had to dig deep and go into survival mode. 

There was a need to keep bridge alive, create an income that would allow us to continue paying our bills, 
and ensure the upkeep of the premises and all administration. 

Thanks to the expertise of Robert, he got us going on BBO. 

We set up a virtual club under the auspices of the SABF and the rest is history. 

Online bridge everyday twice a day was a saving grace for us bridge players under lockdown and for the 
physical club as well. We were able to stay afloat financially. 

And we are most grateful for that. 
Regrettably, there have been some incidents of cheating and poor table behaviour which have required 
disciplinary action. The SABF have a no nonsense approach and misdemeanours have been dealt with. 
But, in all, online bridge has been brought so much satisfaction to so many. 
 
With the closing of the physical clubs at The Links, there was no longer a need for individual committees for 
Saturday afternoons at The Links, JBC and Hillbrow. 
Hence we had to combine forces and operate as one entity to make key decisions for the future of the club 
and bridge. 
Operating during lockdown was the “Bridge SA committee”, comprising the executives from the three core 
clubs. Saturday at The Links, (Peta Feinstein, Bernard Scop) Johannesburg Bridge Club (Val Bloom) and 
Hillbrow teams (Rob Stephens). Lex Van Vught very kindly offered to step in with his enormous financial 
expertise and business capabilities on the passing of Bernard. We are eternally grateful to him. 

Our goal was, and still is, to make key decisions:-  

- Keep Bridge SA financially viable. 
- Keep bridge alive. 
- Ensure the continued maintenance of the premises 
- And keep all administration up to date. 
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This has changed the structure of Bridge SA internally, which now operates, both online and face to face, 
as one entity – The Links. But it hasn’t changed our mission. We still endeavour, even more so now, to 
ensure continuity, and to do everything in our power to encourage players to come back to face to face 
bridge. 

We have a beautiful facility which is under serious threat of closing if we cannot increase the number of 
members playing face to face bridge. It would be a real shame if there was no more a “Home of Bridge” in 
Gauteng. This club holds within its walls many, many years of history of bridge in Gauteng. 

We would also like to be in a position to welcome back our private clubs, our endeavours of which, to date, 
have proved unsuccessful. 

Our future endeavours, and any suggestions with regard to face to face bridge will be discussed under 
General. 

Our thanks go to all members of individual committees for all their hard work pre Covid. 
Rosemary Mason, Bruna Levitan, Fran Harrison, Sharon Taitz, Neville Eber, Nathan Herscovitz, Robert 
Solomon, Sheila Francis, Yunoos Omar. 
Have no doubt, we will call on you again as soon as we are able. 
 
Once again, a big thank you to Rob for the tremendous efforts he has put into online bridge, whilst 
continuing with his tasks related to the physical club and administration thereof. 
There are many unseen components that he takes care of as General Manager of the club, 
which occupy a lot of his time over and above his commitment to online bridge. 
 
To Joan, Richard and Johannes, thank you for keeping the premises in order during this hard time. 
 
Now that face to face is slowly getting back on track, thanks to Lotte for providing that extra something to 
offer our players, to enjoy with their tea. 
 
We have an enormous task ahead of us, far beyond the scope of the committee. 
Let’s get back to face to face bridge, and, with the help of the bridge community, keep our club alive. 
Peta Feinstein. 

 
5. Treasurer’s report – Lex Van Vught 

BSA/The Links Bridge Club 
Financial Report for the 8 months to August 2022 
This report reflects the activities of the Links Bridge Club only, as the JBC and Hillbrow have been dormant 
over the period. 
I am pleased to report that your club’s year-to-date financial performance can be considered satisfactory, 
operating at a small loss of R30 000. 
Three-quarters of our total income of R830 000 came from online BBO playing fees, and the balance from 
Saturdays F2F, Wednesday evening teams, subscriptions, and the cell tower rental. 
Salaries and wages accounted for R505 000 of total expenditure of R860 000. Other expenditure included 
R120 000 3rd party TD fees, R70 000 municipal charges, R67 000 maintenance and R45 000 cleaning and 
consumables. 
Our cash balance at end August stood at R870 000. This provides a useful buffer should playing fees decline 
or for unforeseen expenditure, especially in the area of technology. 
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With the physical club only active at 5 percent of capacity, ie. one session a week, it is very clear that the 
substantial income from online bridge has subsidised the fixed costs of employees and premises and has 
therefore saved the club from closure. 
The JBC has their own bank account with a current amount of R111 000.00. 
 

6. Election of Office Bearers 
The Executive Committee agreed to stand for another year. 
And will be operating under one umbrella – The Links. 
Peta Feinstein 
Val Bloom 
Robert Stephens 
Lex Van Vught 
Sub committees will be organized where needed. 

7. General 
Suggestion to subletting The Links 
Peta will look at the contract and we’ll take this further thereafter. 
Getting people back to the club. 
Proposals were put forward as to how we could get people back to the club, and how we could make more use 
of the club, other than the one Saturday afternoon session each week. 
a) The GBU is hosting an event on the 23rd October 
b) The Links is organizing a one day event. 

The suggested date was beginning December. 
Thoughts were to bring this forward to November, others thought to move it to January. 
Rob will finalize this date and notify all and details thereof. 

c) Robert Solomon has suggested we get a list of names of people not yet playing at the club, divide this 
amongst a group of volunteers who will phone these people personally to encourage them back. Rob 
Stephens to organize this list and provide to Rob S. Rob will organize a sub committee to assist him. 

d) Val and the JBC are going to look into organizing a teams event. 
e) Supervised bridge. 

There are many people out there who have the need to improve their playing skills. 
The decision has been made to have a supervised bridge session every Wednesday morning at the club 
from 10 pm. People will be charged a nominal amount so that they take this seriously. 
This will also involve a sub committee. 
Neville, Bernard, Lotte and Rob Solomon have already volunteered their services. 
Neville will head this committee, but getting people will be driven by the Links Committee and GBU. 
This will involve getting existing players as well as new players, whose contact details we don’t have. 

f) Getting newcomers to bridge 
Rob will email the current “Gentle Tournament” database. 
Val and Deirdre will talk to the teachers and ask for assistance in getting contact details for newcomers. 
Once this is done, we will launch the supervised bridge. 
Should we be able to get enough people we hope to be able to restart a “Gentle” tournament. 
 
The meeting ended at 13h15. 


