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How playing bridge is a trump card 
when it comes to creative learning
Pupils are being offered the chance to improve and enhance their knowledge courtesy of bridge
FOR the second year running, there will be an 
Inter-Schools Bridge Tournament at Weald Com-
munity Primary School [WCPS], and the organis-
ers are hoping that this year many more schools 
from the area will join in the event.

Anton Mauve, Junior Officer for Kent Bridge, 
told the Times: “I have been promoting the game 
among schools over the last two years. 

“The Inter-Schools competition [on May 18] 
aims to provide a ‘season ending’ event for all the 
children who have been learning the game and 
following the English Bridge Union’s curricula. 

“Their junior award system allows pupils to 
progress through various levels of advancement 
from mini bridge to bronze, silver, gold, plati-
num, and diamond.”

Benefits
Mr Mauve went on to add that he is ‘most 

encouraged’ to see ever-increasing numbers of 
children learning the game and enjoying compe-
titions such as this one.  

Schools who entered the event last year include 
the host school, as well as St James’ Primary, 
Weald of Kent Grammar, Tonbridge Grammar 
School and Sevenoaks School. 

Mr Mauve said they will all be returning this 
year, with the hope that other education estab-
lishments in the area will also participate. 

“My aim is to grow the event to 20-plus schools 
with 150 or so children,” he said, before adding 
that if this is the case the competition will become 
too big for the primary school – which is in Weald 
Village, near Sevenoaks – and will ‘probably 
move to Sevenoaks or Tunbridge Wells’.

Playing bridge has myriad positive benefits. As 
well as being good for the mind, it is also well 
known for being a game that commands a mental 
workout which can stimulate both halves of the 
brain in equal measure.

According to ACOL Bridge Club, it also ‘uses 
and develops logical thinking, inferential analy-
sis, problem-solving skills, sequencing, visuali-
sation, lateral thinking, long and short-term 
memory, observation and psychology’.

A simplified form of bridge known as ‘mini 
bridge’ is currently being introduced into British 
schools, and is being cited by experts as a ‘fun’ 
and ‘social sport’ young people can get involved in. 

Learning bridge is also a qualifying skill for the 
revered Duke of Edinburgh Awards.

In October, Tunbridge Wells will host the Kent 
Bridge Congress which, for the first time, will 
have a gentle bridge section aimed at youngsters, 
said Mr Mauve. But before that happens, he is 

encouraging more pupils to come along to WCPS 
on May 18 and participate. For, as the novelist  
W Somerset Maugham once said, “Bridge is the 
most entertaining and intelligent card game the 
wit of man has so far devised.” 
If you would like to enter your child or school 
into the competition, please email:  
kent.youth.bridge@gmail.com or register 
with the Kent Contract Bridge Association 
online at www.kcba.org.uk

School choir celebrates being selected 
for prestigious national singing festival
THE award-winning senior girls’ Motet Choir at 
Tonbridge Grammar School is celebrating after 
being selected to perform at the Music for Youth 
concert at the Symphony Hall in Birmingham  
this summer. 

It is quite a feat for the choral group, given that 
only 40 per cent of the 40,000 entries are 
selected for this annual celebration of music.

There are various events taking place from July 3 
until July 7 in the city at venues including the 
Town Hall, the City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra Centre, the Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire and also the Symphony Hall. 

The latter is where the Motet Choir will perform 
on July 3 from 1 to 3pm and 3.45 until 7.45pm.

In addition to the live performances, there will 
also be fringe workshops, interactive sessions 
and outdoor stages for all to enjoy. 
Tickets and further information can be found at 
www.mfy.org.uk/national  
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