
Huddersfield Bridge Club 

Permitted systems, conventions and partnership understandings 
for Thursday evening duplicates 

Introduction 

The key objective for the Thursday evening duplicates is to provide an environment where 
less experienced players will not feel threatened. The two main ways to achieve this are to 
actively manage the EBU guidance on Best Behaviour at Bridge; and to avoid undue 
complexity in bidding systems and conventions. 

Best Behaviour at Bridge 

A copy of the full guidance is available in the Thursday file. The principal elements of the 
guidance are as follows: 

• Greet others in a friendly manner prior to the start of play on each round. 
• Be a good “host” or “guest” at the table 
• Make your convention card readily available to your opponents and fill it out 

completely. 
• Make bridge enjoyable for yourself, your partner and the opponents. 
• Give credit when opponents make a good bid or play. 
• Take care of your personal grooming. 
• Ensure that your mobile phone is switched off. 
• Enjoy the company as well as the game. 

Systems 

The Blue Book Level 2 regulations on permitted understandings apply only to calls made 
before opener’s rebid. From opener’s rebid onwards any understandings are allowed. 

The underlying principle is that we allow natural, English Systems (note 1). In practice this 
will mean that the following are allowed: 

• Acol 
• Benjaminised Acol 
• Natural, 5-card majors with either ‘better minor’ or a short club 

Conventional bids 

Multi-style openings, such as the multi-coloured 2♦ are not allowed; nor is an opening 2NT 
bid showing a weak hand with both minors. 



Bids will be natural, or will specify at least one suit, such as in Michaels, CRO or Ghestem 
(note 2). 

Defence to 1NT (6G) must be natural or specify at least one suit (such as Aspro, Landy, etc.). 
As a result, Cappelletti or Hamilton are not allowed. On the same count, Lebensohl is not 
allowed. 

Transfers in response to a 1NT opening or after interference over a 1 of a suit opening are 
allowed. 

Any system of leads, signals and discards may be used, as long as the system cards give 
sufficient detail. Encrypted or dual meaning signals are not allowed. 

 

 

Notes 

1. The EBU Blue book allows strong club systems, such as Precision, Blue Club and 
Nottingham Club. We do not allow these on Thursday evenings. As nobody at the 
club plays a strong club system this is not draconian. 

2. There are two exceptions in the Blue Book: 6F2b, showing a strong unspecified 2-
suiter and 6F2d which shows any ER25 hand. Both of these are part of what could be 
considered as traditional Acol. 


