
I'd like to start by thanking everyone who has helped out this year with organising events and 

running them on the day.  I'd especially like to thank Alan for organising the Green Point events so 

well and Robert for providing the catering for the Seniors Pairs.  Also, many thanks to Mike Minting 

for all the help he has given us taking over the role which he handled so competently for so long. 

We are no longer producing the printed competitions booklet and are advertising through other 

channels instead.  Thanks to Alan, we are now communicating much more frequently with our 

players and with Susans help, we've been trying to make it easier to find information on the website.  

If anyone has ideas for improvements, we will gladly hear them. 

We have also been using a new system for entries which is making it easier for us to manage them. 

As part of this, moving forward we will be asking clubs that when they inform us of their heat results, 

they do this by sending us a copy of the file that gets uploaded to the EBU. 

In general, the number of entries for events has stayed at a similar level to last year.  The only major 

exception to this was the Des Flockhart which unfortunately had to be rescheduled due to bad 

weather. 

This year thanks to a change in management at Welwyn we are no longer restricted to use Gosling 

Stadium's catering services.  This means that we are able to use an external catering service for food 

for the Seniors events.  We tried this for the first time at the Seniors Pairs, and the food went down 

well.  We hope that we will be able to provide food which is at least as good as we have had in the 

past, and at a lower cost. 

Looking forward to next year’s events, there are not too many changes planned. 

The first round of the Humble Cup and Championship Pairs semifinal will be held at Watford rather 

than at Welwyn next year.  This is because the bar area at Welwyn is not in a usable state and there 

were problems this year with a lack of space especially at the first round of the Humble Cup.  We are 

hoping that when the bar area is renovated we will be able to use it for future events. 

Another change affecting the Humble Cup is that we are looking into changing the rules about who 

can play as a substitute.  This year we had about half a dozen teams who qualified and had to 

replace players for one reason or another.  It is difficult to find a substitute because so many people 

play in the heats and anyone who has played in a heat is not allowed to become a substitute.  The 

proposal is to allow players who played in a heat but didn't qualify to be substitutes in a later round 

if there are no alternatives. 

One frequent complaint is that we hold a lot of events on Fridays so next year we have decided to 

experiment by moving the Cadet Teams to a Sunday.  We intend to play it at the same time as the 

semi final of the Humble Cup.  This will also save us money on room hire charges and directors fees. 

Again the HBA has many great events coming up next year and we'd love to see you at as many of 

them as possible. 


