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by Robert Shore 

Ed Davis 

Just as we were about to go 

to press, we learned the sad news 

that Grand Life Master Ed Davis 

has lost his battle with cancer.  

Elsewhere in these pages you will find a tribute to Ed’s 

life, penned by his friend and partner Jill Meyers.  We 

had already scheduled Sunday, July 9, to be Ed Davis 

Day at Bridge Week.  Now, thanks to Ed’s longtime 

friends and partners Ifti Baqai, Mitch Dunitz, Sid 

Brownstein, and Jill Meyers, we are able to announce 

that all players on Ed Davis Day at Bridge Week will 

have their card fees covered by a generous donation.  

In other words, if you play that day, you’ll play for 

free.  The donation also will cover an assortment of 

pastries and coffee to be provided that day.  Please join 

us July 9, 2023, to commemorate Ed and honor his life 

and his bridge accomplishments. 

NAP Reimbursement 

A whole lot of news from our April board 

meeting (my last at the helm) so I’ll get right to it.  The 

first substantive question presented to the Board was 

whether to resume our previous policy of 

supplementing, in the amount of $50 per person, the 

stipend given to the second-place and third-place pairs 

in each flight of the North American Pairs.  The good 

news is that, thanks to the yeoman efforts of the 

fundraising committee led by Marjorie Michelin and 

Carolyn Byrnes, our treasury now stands at more than 

$13,000.  However, in light of the loss we suffered 

from Bridge Week 2022, the Board did not feel ready 

to spend the additional $600 for this stipend.  I imagine 

this decision may be revisited if Bridge Week 2023 

does well financially. 

New Vice President 

As announced in my previous column, Jan      . 
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Regional Director’s Report 

by David Lodge 

Cautiously optimistic!  

That’s what any hiring authority 

would normally be about someone 

they’ve just added to the team.  

Why? Because no matter how much 

time and resource you bring to the 

decision, not all of them pan out.  I 

know because as a business owner, I 

hired dozens of people, all of whom had appropriate 

resumes and excellent references  They all did well on 

tests aimed at measuring their abilities and their 

personalities to ensure that they fit into the culture of 

the organization.  Despite all the rigor applied to the 

hiring process, some, in fact quite a few, just didn’t 

work out.  Add to this that I, as an accountant, come to 

the table with a somewhat higher level of skepticism 

than many. 

BUT, there is nothing cautious in my belief 

that the ACBL has a star as its new Executive Director.  

Bronia Jenkins, starts work on May 1, as our new 

Executive Director.  She was unanimously and 

enthusiastically endorsed by the BOD.  I had the 

privilege of being one of the five members of the ED 

Search Committee.  We started work late last year.  

We processed nearly 20 applicants.  We reviewed 

resumes and had video conferences with several         .. 
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Wickersham decided she no longer had the capacity to 

serve as Vice President in the way she felt the job 

should be done, so she stepped down from the role.  

Once we were finally able to assemble a quorum, we 

opened the floor to nominations.  One person forgot to 

duck, so he was elected by acclamation.  Please 

congratulate (I think) our District’s new Vice 

President, John Jones. 

Bridge Week COVID Policy 

Another issue addressed by the Board was 

Bridge Week COVID policy.  As you may know, for 

tournaments starting after mid-May, ACBL is not 

longer imposing COVID policies on tournaments.  

That means for Bridge Week 2023, we are at liberty to 

decide our own policy on that front.  The Board 

concluded that the vast majority of our players are 

already vaccinated, so there is no further reason to 

require proof of vaccination status.  Accordingly, our 

Bridge Week policy will simply be to do what the law 

requires on this front, which is (as of this writing) 

nothing.  Obviously we continue to encourage 

everyone to stay current on your vaccinations, but we 

will not be checking. 

Farewell to Renee Mancuso 

We received the sad news in April that Renee 

Mancuso finally lost her long battle with her chronic 

illness.  We had hoped she would have the opportunity 

to appreciate having her long and successful bridge 

career honored at Bridge Week, but that was not to be.  

We still intend to pay tribute to her at the tournament 

in the hope that our efforts result in another set of 

warm memories for her family and friends.  Further 

details remain to be worked out. 

Grand National Teams 

The Grand National Teams District Finals will 

take place at the Pasadena Bridge Club on June 10 and 

11.  This is your annual opportunity to earn the right to 

represent our District at the Grand National Teams 

event of the Summer Nationals, which this year will be 

held in Chicago.  It’s also a great opportunity to win a 

ton of master points, even if you don’t intend to go to 

Chicago.  Give it a shot.  You’ll have a great time. 

Preparing for the July Election 

As my term approaches its end, it’s time for 

our Elections Committee to form and recommend or 

recruit candidates for the four officer positions that 

will be up for election.  Our bylaws designate the 

Regional Director, David Lodge, as Chair of the 

Elections Committee, and also require that it include 

four members from different units.  So if you get a call 

asking you to join the Committee, please give serious 

consideration to saying yes.  It’s another opportunity to 

contribute to our community and to have a voice in its 

leadership. 

Something you want me to know?  Contact me 

at Bob78164@yahoo.com. 
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candidates.  As we narrowed the field, we asked for 

presentations on a variety of subjects, but primarily 

focused on growth and leadership.  At the end we got 

down to a few excellent people, who likely may have 

been successful in the role. 

But then along came Bronia.  She was a late 

entrant.  And did she ever check all the boxes.  She is 

whip smart.  She graduated from MIT with a degree in 

Mechanical Engineering.  But she had a friend who 

was involved with option trading on the Chicago 

Mercantile Exchange.  She agreed to give it a look, and 

the next thing we know, she’s in the world of high 

finance.  At one time in her career, she ran the Foreign 

Exchange trading desk in Switzerland for Bank of 

America, at which more than 350 people were 

employed.  After realizing she was working way too 

many hours and not seeing her children, she gave up 

her career in finance to be a mother.  As her kids grew, 

she decided to become a math teacher at a private 

school in Florida.  The head of the school wrote a 

reference letter for Bronia.  In part it said “I always 

believed that no one was indispensable and that anyone 

could be replaced.  Until I met Bronia”.  She became 

the most beloved teacher at the school.  She coached 3 

sports teams, despite having no knowledge of one of 

the sports.  She attended every sporting event, home 

and away, for all the teams, not just the ones she 

coached.  She created a Financial Algebra course for 

the school.  She founded a free virtual tutoring 

platform for high school students.  She made herself 

available to all her students one night a week for 

anyone that needed additional time.  By the way, even 

though she no longer works at the school, she still 

provides that same help to her former students.. 

If all the above is not enough to qualify her for 

the job, she just happens to be an expert bridge player.  

She has 3 national titles and some high finishes in 

international competition.  When bridge pros and 

highly visible and influential clients (also known as 

sponsors) learned that she was applying for the 

mailto:Bob78164@yahoo.com
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position, many of them approached members of the 

search committee and strongly encouraged us to select 

her.  Her connection with this group of influencers 

may likely be very advantageous to the League. 

What’s her personality like?  Will she be easy 

for the staff to work with?  Will she be able to lead 

them?  I’m very confident that the answer to these 

questions is yes!  On her letter of interest, she offered 

the name of one of our own Region 11 pros.  When I 

asked this person about her, the response was, “I don’t 

know anything about her business background, but at 

the bridge table, she is a joy to be around.  She has a 

kind, gregarious demeanor.  She is never critical with a 

partner, be it a client or fellow strong player”. 

Note that one requirement for the position is 

that the candidate must be willing to move to the 

Memphis area.  This posed no problem for Bronia.  

The day after her contract was finalized and signed, 

she had rented an apartment, rented furniture and a car.  

She’s ready to go. 

I expect Bronia to travel to several regionals.  

So, if she can get our Long Beach regional on her 

schedule, make an extra effort to attend so that you can 

meet her.  You won’t be disappointed. 

I also want to acknowledge the tremendous 

effort that Paul Cuneo continues to provide to the 

ACBL.  Paul stepped in as the interim Executive 

Director in December.  He commuted from his home 

in Houston to provide exceptional, experienced 

leadership to the organization.  He received no 

compensation.  What would we do without volunteers?  

Thanks, Paul. 

Stay healthy, stay safe and enjoy our great 

game! 

 

Los Angeles Grand National Teams 

Final Saturday, June 10 

by Jeff Grotenhuis 
District 23 GNT Chairman 

310-600-4275 

jeffgro@gmail.com 

www.bridgewebs.com/agile 

In seven weeks, bridge players from all over 

Los Angeles County (District 23) will compete in the 

Grand National Teams (GNT) District Finals.  The 

winning teams of each category (Championship, A (up 

to 6,000 mps), B (up to 2,500 mps) and C (nonlife 

masters) will be invited to represent Los Angeles in the 

Grand National Teams Finals in Chicago starting July 

12, 2023.  Buckets full of gold points will be at stake.  

If there are enough teams in your flight, second-place 

teams in those flights also will be invited.  To see a 

flyer, click on:  https://www.bridgewebs.com/acbl23 

and click “GNT.” 

No pre-qualifying is needed.  The Los Angeles 

Championships take place Sat/Sun June 10-11 starting 

at 10:00 am at the new Pasadena Bridge Club.  Arrive 

half an hour early.  Please email or call me if you 

already have a team or wish to join a team.  Each team 

will have 4-6 players.  Team captains, send me a list 

with all your teammates.  Make sure they have current 

ACBL numbers.  Tell me which section 

(Championship, A, B or C) your team will play in. 

 

 

Ed Davis Obituary 

submitted by Bob Shore 

Just as we were going to press, we learned that 

Ed Davis passed away on April 30.  We reprint, with 

permission, the obituary written for Ed by Jill Meyers: 

We are heartbroken to report that after a five 

month battle with cancer Ed died this morning. Ed 

loved poring over articles in Bridge Winners so it 

seems fitting to pay tribute to him here. 

I met Ed 51 years ago.  He became my 

boyfriend, my teacher, my mentor and eventually my 

partner, but most of all we became the dearest of 

friends, we had quite a bond of brotherhood/sisterhood.  

Ed was incredibly loyal, honorable, and trustworthy, 

you could trust him with any confidentiality.  He hated 

gossip and small talk, and badmouthing, even if he was 

not a fan of a person.  He never spoke badly of anyone 

nor did he speak behind anyone's back.  He also had an 

incredible sense of fairness, as well as a great sense of 

humor and an infectious boyish laugh.  Ed was very 

competitive but always polite at the table; one of the 

biggest lessons I learned from him was you either win 

or you lose, coming in second is not being a winner.  

He was truly an amazing teacher and player, and he 

made me the player I am, I credit him with so much of 

my success.  Another wonderful thing about Ed is that 

he truly liked women and respected them as people; he 

never had a problem playing bridge with women, or 

working for women as his boss. 

I was blessed that when I met my husband Sid 

he and Ed became fast friends.  Ed was between 
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residences so was using my second bedroom as a 

“watering hole” while he was re-situating but he was 

not there much because he had fallen in love with his 

beautiful future bride Jamie and spent a lot of time 

with her.  About three months into my relationship 

with Sid he woke up in the middle of the night and 

went downstairs.  He had only met Ed at a tournament 

and was unaware that my apartment was Ed’s crash 

pad.  There in the living room at 2 a.m. Ed was sitting 

in his jockey shorts, reading a bridge magazine and 

eating a big bowl of ice cream, standard behavior for 

Ed.  My best friend and my future husband bonded 

over bridge and ice cream; in the last few years they 

have played a lot of bridge together – Ed loved bridge 

so much and he also loved inventing systems and had 

over 200 pages of system notes that Sid actually 

learned. 

Mitch Dunitz asked me to add: Ed was a fierce 

competitor in everything he did.  We were bridge 

partners/teammates/opponents.  We were partners and 

rivals for 40 years in fantasy sports leagues.  Ed’s drive 

to be the best he could be was something to be 

admired.  I simply can't believe our phone 

conversations will no longer be possible.  He was a 

gentleman – a loss to all he touched. In the words of 

Neil Young, “Long may he run.” 

Ed leaves his wife Jamie, his children Michael 

and Sara, his sister Dianne, many nieces and nephews, 

and many, many friends. 
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Category:  Starting with E (each term 

begins with the letter E) 

And the answer is … 

$100 – The spring San Diego Regional always ends on 

this Sunday holiday. 

$200 – What Bridge players with greater skill and 

knowledge than all others are called. 

$300 – Forcing an opponent to lead a suit that costs a 

trick. 

$400 – On defense, signaling with a higher card 

followed by a smaller card (this might indicate 

encouragement (discouragement using UDCA signals) 

or count. 

$500 – A high jump in the auction which asks partner 

to show Keycards without counting the ace of the bid 

suit. 
 

(Solutions to these puzzles are on page  8.  

No peeking!) 

 

May Rebus 

Well, can you figure out what this says? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North 

♠ A 8 

♥ A K 9 8 2 

♦ 10 9 4 

♣ A K J 

West    East 

♠ K 9 6    ♠ J T 7 4 3 

♥ 10 7 4   ♥ Q J 6 3 

♦ K J 7    ♦ 5 

♣ 8 5 4 2   ♣ Q 10 6 

South 

♠ Q 5 2 

♥ 5 

♦ A Q 8 6 3 2 

♣ 9 7 3 

Contract = 3NT 

Opening Lead = ♠6 

All players can see all the cards.  Do you play or 

defend? 

 

Play or Defend? 

by John Jones 
 

The Puzzle Page 

Bridge Jeopardy 

by John Jones 
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Solution to “Play or Defend?” 

Answer:  play.  Win the ♠A at trick one.  Run 

the ♦10 into West.  Win a club or heart shift in dummy.  

Repeat the losing diamond finesse.  Win any club or 

heart continuation in the dummy and you have nine 

tricks (one spade, two hearts, four diamonds and two 

clubs).  If West plays spades at any point after winning 

a diamond trick, the queen provides a stopper and 

West is unable to reach East in the spade suit.  

Ducking the opening lead completely doesn’t work.  

East shifts to a low heart at trick 2.  Declarer can’t 

afford to let the ♥10 win because West can play back 

the ♠9 to knock out dummy’s ace.  The defense can 

come to two spades, the heart ten and two diamonds.  

Winning the ♠Q at trick one doesn’t work either.  This 

variation allows West to continue the ♠K upon 

winning the first round of diamonds.  Now the defense 

can run the spade suit if West gets in with a diamond. 

This hand comes from the Julian Pottage’s 

great book, Play or Defend?  (His first book on double 

dummy problems).   

 

Bridge Jeopardy Questions 

$100 – What is Easter? 

$200 – What is an expert? 

$300 – What is an endplay? 

$400 – What is an echo? 

$500 – What is Exclusion Blackwood?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☺☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺☺ ☺ ☺ 

Submitted by John Jones 
 

 

☺☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺☺ ☺ ☺ 

Solution to “Rebus” 

“Multi-2♦” 

Have a good bridge rebus?  Send it to 

johndjones44@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 23 Rank Changes March 2023 

Junior Master  Sectional Master  Life Master 

Judy Beckett   Shelby Birch   Sadika Elewy 
Paul J. Beckett  Nabil J. Nahman   
Ahmed U. Khalak  Nick Schwieterman  Bronze Life Master  
Allan Lubitz       Sadika Elewy 
Ann Peacock   Regional Master  Robert W. Verhoef 
Fraser L. Perkins  Tracee G. Dezzutti  
    Alex S. Geczy   Gold Life Master 
Club Master   Ellen B. Kice   Mel Fineberh 
George E. Chilko  Margery Teller  R. M. Turner 
Horng Yee Chou   
Dana Dewberry  NABC Master   
Patricia E. Moller  Robert C. Propster 
Arthur Weinstein  Roman Sydorak 
    Prasad Upasani 
    Michael Vernia 

mailto:johndjones44@yahoo.com
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Pomona – Covina 

by Tom Lill 
www.acblunit551.org 

 

Individual: May  6, 10 a.m., Upland 

  June  3, 10 a.m., Ontario 

Unit Game:  May TBD, 11:00 a.m., TBD 

Unit Board Meeting:  10:15 a.m. before the game 

STaC:  May 2, 5, 6 

Club Championships:  May 16, 19 

Upgraded Club Championships:  May 23, 26 
Longest Day:  Friday, June 23, La Fetra 

In the April Individual, Kiran Kumar took top 

honors with 68.18%.  Steve Andersen was second, 

Linda Tessier third, and Don Logsdon tied for fourth 

with Paul Chrisney. 

The STaC being held the first week of May is 

a “Royal STaC,” meaning that the masterpoints will be 

¼ each black, red, silver, and gold.  This includes the 

monthly Individual game. 

There were quite a few big games last month, 

enough to present them bullet-list form: 

71.39%  Vic Sartor – Bill Papa 

70.19%  Fredy Minter – Lulu Minter 

69.64%  Amr Elghamry – Lulu Minter 

69.41%  *Tom Lill – Hanan Mogharbel 

67.84%  Fredy Minter – Lulu Minter 

67.25%  Vic Sartor – Bill Papa 

65.48%  Roger Boyar – Fredy Minter 

*Our 69.41% game was only good for second 

place.  Can you believe it? 

The only other first-place pair not already 

listed is Caryn Mason – Art Weinstein. 

In the April Unit Game, Vic Sartor – Bill Papa 

took the top spot with 65%.  Second we find Karen 

Olin – Karen McCarthy, then Stephen Andersen – Paul 

Chrisney, Mary Ann Wotring – Rosalie Roberts, and 

finally Fredy and Lulu Minter. 

 

 

 

 

The date and site of the May Unit game are 

still up in the air at press time.  Watch for your Bridge 

Alert! message (you don’t get those?  WHY NOT?).  It 

will be either May 13 or May 20.  If May 20, it will 

probably be at Gary A’s complex.  If on the 13, it will 

probably be at the Knights of Columbus.  Sorry – 

everything is in an uproar right now! 

Alas, after polling the players, we were 

planning to move our Unit games to the Friendship 

Center at my apartment complex.  Then I learned that 

it will be closed for refurbishment in May, June, and 

probably July!  TANJ!  So we will be returning to the 

Knights of Columbus until further notice (with the 

caveat from the previous paragraph).  The rec room at 

Gary A’s is certainly cheaper, rent-wise, but it was 

unpopular with the players, being rather small, 

cramped, and noisy.  Ah, well. 

We have one promotion to announce:  Art 

Weinstein is now a Club Master.  Keep up the good 

play, Art. 

Tentatively, La Fetra will be holding seven 

more Club Championship weeks this year, on these 

dates: 

May 16, 19  September 12, 15 

June 13, 16  October 17, 20 

July 18, 21  November 28 

August 15, 18  December 1 

We are also entitled to hold two “Upgraded 

Club Championships,” which will be (again, 

tentatively) held May 23 and 26, and October 10 

and 13. 

I say “tentatively,” because, as we all know , 

Life Happens. 

Roger’s Wednesday morning lessons have 

been expanded.  He now presents beginner material at 

8:00 a.m., and segues into the regular material 

(“intermediate”) as appropriate. 

It appears that not too many of us trucked 

down to San Diego for the Regional last month.  I 

found results for seven Unit 551 members, who 

combined for a total of 76.39 masterpoints.  Most of 

these – 60.53, which is 79% of the total – went to Clint 

Around the Units  

in District 23 
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Lew, who, playing bracketed Swiss all week, finished 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd (3 times).  A distant second in the race 

was Hanan Mogharbel, finishing 3rd in a bracketed 

Swiss to bring home 9.31 points.  The rest of us – yes, 

Yours Truly was there – racked up a few dribs and 

drabs, nothing to write home about. 

Our District held a Board meeting in April, 

and here a few things of interest to relate: 

• The Pro-Am event during Bridge Week is always 

short of Pros!  There are a lot of fine players in our 

unit; we can use you to help encourage the Ams.  

Here’s how desperate the situation can get:  during 

the first Pro-Am some years ago, they recruited me 

… as a Pro!  I had something like 330 

masterpoints at the time.  So, friends, give 

something back to this game you love.  You can do 

it!  (And Pros play free …) 

• Thanks to a fund raising drive, the District is 

solvent again … for now. 

• John Jones is replacing Jan Wickersham as District 

VP, until elections of officers is held in July.  

Sadly, Jan resigned for health reasons. 

• There’s an error in the Bridge Week flyer … self-

park will be $10, not $9 as stated in the flyer. 

Bridge Week flyers seem to be in short supply 

out here in the hinterlands, but you can always retrieve 

a copy from the ACBL web site.  I usually have a copy 

posted at each of our games. 

Now for the final (for now) installment of 

“Doesn’t This Game Drive You Bonkers?”  For a 

change, Yours Truly was the beneficiary of the Bridge 

Gods’ humor (maybe “sadism” would fit better), 

instead of the victim.  With both vulnerable, RHO 

deals and opens 2NT.  You, East, find yourself 

holding: 

♠ K   ♥ K32   ♦ J97532   ♣ 1083 

and are treated to this auction: 

South West North East 

pass pass 2NT pass 

3♣ pass 3♠ pass 

4♠ all pass 

Okay, what to lead?  Before looking at the 

entire deal, decide what you would lead.  Nothing 

really stands out (to me!), but a lead of either major is 

unappealing.  (Make that “suicidal.:)  Let’s try the ♦9, 

second best from a poor suit.  Ready for some fun?  

The full deal: 

 

North 

♠ A Q 6 4 

♥ J 9 

♦ A K Q 6 

♣ Q J 7 

West    East 

♠ J 9 5 2   ♠ K 

♥ A 7 6 5   ♥ K 3 2 

♦ none    ♦ J 9 7 5 3 2 

♣ A 8 6 5 4   ♣ 10 8 3 

South 

♠ 10 8 7 3 

♥ Q 10 8 4 

♦ 10 8 4 

♣ K 2 

North, a confirmed optimist, evidently liked 

his concentrated honors and did not discount the ♥J9.  

But the punishment surely did not fit the crime, if 

crime it was.  West ruffed the opening lead, and played 

the ♥A followed by the ♥5 as I “encouraged” with the 

♥3.  Another diamond, the ♣A, and a second club, 

taken in dummy.  Now a trump to the Queen, losing to 

the stiff King, and yet another diamond ruff!  At this 

point, the defense had shot its wad, but that was seven 

tricks lost, down a cruel four, 400 to E-W.  Believe it 

or not, this was not a top board for East-West!  One 

lucky E-W pair played 1♥X (don’t ask me!), making 

three despite holding only 16 HCP between them, 

+560.  Go figure!  But the look on poor North’s face at 

my table was priceless to behold. 

Quote for the month:  “A fool must now and 

then be right by chance.”  (George Santayana) 

 

Downey – Whittier 
by Liz Burrell 

Liz Burrell, 562-972-2913 

lizburrell7@gmail.com 

Downey-Whittier BC 

We made it through the crazy weather in 

March only  to encounter a bureaucratic impasse in the 

form of street reconstruction...right in front of the 

church where we play.  These repairs have been 

needed for some time but we had to cancel one game 

entirely and ask for superhuman feats from our 

members just to get into the building on other days.  

Never fear, our intrepid bridge players have been up to 

the task.  They’ve dodged enormous asphalt trucks, 

gigantic rollers, hot asphalt and multiple changes of 

plans by the City, just to support our little club and to 
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play our game of choice.  The good news is that we’ve 

been told that the repairs will be over by today.  We 

trust all will be back to normal by next Wednesday. 

Despite these obstacles, there were some great 

games played in April.  On April 5, John Petrie and 

Sankar Reddy had a very nice 69.44% game which 

paid 2.19 black points.  Steve and Linda Wood were 

second with a 54.17% game and 1.64 points.  

Rounding out the top three were Connie Kang and 

Gabrielle Sill with 53.47%.  Steve and Linda Wood 

were first on April 12 with a very nice 70.24% and 

2.04 black points, while John Petrie and Sankar Reddy 

were second with 57.74%.  Connie and Gabrielle again 

came in third with 54.17%. 

The biggest game we’ve seen at Downey in a 

while occurred on April 19 when Barbara Horn and 

John Dobson had an amazing 75% game and 1.90 

points.  Unfortunately, we only had three tables that 

day so we couldn’t spread the news via The Bridge 

Bulletin.  Alas, they require a minimum of five tables 

to print such news.  Second on that day were Kiran 

Kumar and “Tiger” Lili Williams with a nice 60% 

game.  Barbara Horn and John Dobson were again first 

on April 26 with 59.38% and 2.04 black points.  Bob 

and Linda Krause were second with 57.29% and 1.53 

points. 

Looking ahead, we will have a Royal StaC 

game next Wednesday, May 3, at our regular time, 

10:00 a.m.  You are welcome to join us for this very 

popular event which includes all of Districts 19, 21, 22 

and 23.  This is a chance to earn Gold, Red, Silver and 

Black points at the club level.  Mark your calendar 

now for this special event. 

Sadly, we must report that two of our favorite 

people, and very, very good bridge players, will be 

moving to the Las Vegas area next week.  We will 

miss them as loyal members of our little club, but 

mostly as good friends.  We wish them much 

happiness in their new home and hope they don’t 

forget us.  We will not forget them. 

Like most face-to-face clubs, attendance at our 

weekly games has suffered a severe blow since the 

beginning of the pandemic.  However, we are still 

playing and enjoying the challenges and camaraderie 

of our favorite game.  We invite you to join us any 

time.  Our address is Emanuel Lutheran Church, 150 

North Palm, La Habra.  Our weekly game is on 

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

Santa Clarita- 

Antelope Valley 
by Beth Morrin 

Unit 556 is continuing to hold a face-to-face 

game on Fridays at 10:00 am at the Santa Clarita 

Community center in Newhall. There is no fee for this 

game.  We have cancelled our 12:15 Friday Virtual 

Club game on BBO.  

In April, we elected the Board of Directors of 

Unit 556 for 2023.  We would like to introduce you to 

each of the 3 new directors.  This month we are 

featuring May Abagi who is a long-time member of 

Unit 556. 

May is a real estate broker that has been in the 

business for more than twenty years in California.  

May started in real estate first in Europe and the 

Middle East. 

She is the mother of two children, a son and 

daughter, both of them are married and very successful 

in life.  They have given her 3 grandchildren that she 

adores.  She now lives with her oldest granddaughter 

that is her love story since she was born. 

May’s second love is the game of bridge  

When she was young she wanted to learn the game of 

bridge and was fascinated by that young, good-looking 

actor, Omar Sharif.  She did not have the time to learn 

bridge at that time.  Later she took lessons and one day 

she was playing bridge in her club in Egypt and saw 

him playing at the next table.  She introduced herself 

and was able to talk with him about the game of 

bridge.  She was impressed by what an elegant and 

charming person he was. 

She still enjoys playing bridge very, very 

much!  

Winners of the Friday F2F game: 

Mar. 24 

N/S Jan Ladd – Roy Ladd           58.48% 

E/W Barbara Jones – Tom Jones          65.35% 

Mar. 31 

N/S May Abagi – Beth Morrin          66.90% 

E/W Bernard Seal – John Vacca          60.18% 

 



May 2023  page 12 

 

Apr. 14 

N/S John Langer & Sara Seeley          57.27% 

E/W Les Spitza – Don Dachner          60.12% 

Apr. 21 

N/S Ted Maki – James Gardner          61.01% 

E/W Bernard Seal – John Vacca          70.24% 

New Director Course: 

Paula will be offering a 3-session Club 

Director Course in the next few weeks to anyone 

interested in becoming a club director.  The course is 

FREE but participants will need to purchase (or 

borrow) club director materials.  If interested send an 

email to Paula (paula@pacbell.net). 

Virtual Game Schedule 

Monday: 12:15 PM Open game 

Tuesday: 6:15 PM Open game 

Thursday: 10:15 AM Open game 

Sunday: 12:30 PM Open game 

Contact our club manager at 

virtualclub@bridgemojo.com for reservations.  Our 

games cost $4 unless it is a special game series. 

Big Virtual Club Games (65+%): 

Sun. Mar. 26 

Farryl Weitzman – Jane Archer           65.78% 

Tues. Mar. 28 

Kathy Swaine – Rand Pinsky           65.97% 

Sun. Apr. 2 

Carolyn Cohen – Cathryn Martin          71.67% 

Paula Olivares – Bill Brodek           67.22% 

Mon. Apr. 3 

Adam Barron – Sharon Wolf           66.11% 

Thurs. Apr. 6 

Cathryn Martin – Diana Borgatti          65.74% 

Tues. Apr. 11 

Genise Hasan – Helen Wang           69.44% 

Tues. Apr. 18 

Amr Elghamry – Rae Murbach           67.06% 

Thurs. Apr. 20 

Helen Wang – Ronald McEwan           67.46% 

David White – Bob McBroom           66.27% 
 

 

 

 

 

Pasadena – San Gabriel 

by Morris “Mojo” Jones 

bridgemojo.com 

May is going to be a great 

month for bridge in and around 

Pasadena! 

The Royal STaC will be on 

from May 1 through May 7.  All 

awards will be paid in 25% black, 

25% silver, 25% red, and 25% gold 

master points. 

At the Pasadena Bridge Club, we'll be offering 

Royal STaC games on Wednesday through Saturday.  

Card fees will be $11 rather than $10. 

• Wednesday 11:00 AM Open Pairs 

• Thursday 12:00 PM 0-750 Pairs 

• Friday 11:00 AM 0-750 Pairs (Special 

additional game!) 

• Saturday 1:00 PM 0-750 Pairs 

Along with these games, the Pasadena Unit 

Game will be held on Sunday May 7 at the Pasadena 

Bridge Club, and it will be a Royal STaC game.  Game 

time is 12:30 PM, and reservations are required with 

Miriam Harrington, (626) 232-0558, or 

miratpf@aol.com 

New bridge class starting soon at the Pasadena 

Bridge Club:  Improving Your Judgment - Opening 

the Bidding, on Thursday evenings for six Thursdays, 

7:00-9:00 PM, starting May 4. 

Also a new round of Bridge Basics 1 – 

Introduction will start on May 20, Saturday mornings, 

9:30-11:30 AM.  Registration is through Pasadena City 

College (PCC) Extension, or let me know at the bridge 

club. 

At the April 9 Unit Game, I had a student 

visiting the game to kibitz. I always welcome students 

to kibitz, and warn them to try to arrive about an hour 

after the game starts -- otherwise I may draft them to 

play in the game! 

My student arrived before game time for this 

game, and sure enough, with a half table, I invited her 

to play with me to fill the half table. She was a good 

sport! 

We found ourselves in several 3NT contracts 

that should probably have been in a suit, and some 

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:miratpf@aol.com
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pass-outs that possibly should have been bid.  Perhaps 

we were the beneficiaries of a few mistakes by the 

opposing pairs as well.  Nevertheless, the stars aligned 

to give us first place overall in the game.  Amy said 

she was floating home during the drive back to Santa 

Monica. :) 

Winners in the Unit Games: 

April 9: 

N/S:  Morris Jones, Amy Muscoplat 

E/W:  Adam Barron, Stephen Licker 

April 23: 

N/S:  Carolyn Cohen, Stephen Licker 

      TIE with Michael Marcucci, Miriam Harrington 

E/W:  Robert Shore, Mike Savage 

Please reserve your seat for our unit games!  

Contact Miriam at (626) 232-0558 or 

miratpf@aol.com.  Game time is 12:30 PM. For May 

the Unit Games will be held as follows: 

• May 7, Pasadena Bridge Club (Royal STaC) 

• May 21, Arcadia Bridge Center 

Congratulations to the following players 

moving up in the ACBL ranks!  New Club Master 

Dana Dewberry, new Regional Master Tracee 

Dezzutti, new NABC Master Prasad Upasani, new 

Life Master and Bronze Life Master Sadika Elewy, and 

new Bronze Life Master Robert Verhoef. 

There is a special event this month on Sunday 

May 14, a full-day bridge seminar by player, teacher, 

and author Robert Todd.  See the ad elsewhere in the 

bridge news for more information. 

I hope to see you soon at the bridge table! 
 

 

 

 

Long Beach 
by Lillian Slater 

 

 

www.acblunit557.org 

www.LongBeachBridge.com 

Unit 557 had a month of upgraded 

masterpoints with Charity games and an upgraded 

Club Championship awarded to Long Beach Bridge 

Center for enrolling 10 new ACBL members.  Of these 

games: 

• In a field of six tables in the April 7 

Open, Rob Preece and Dalia Hernandez played a 

72.25% game.  Scoring first also earned Rob enough 

points to become a Ruby Life Master.  

Congratulations! 

• In the Charity Club game on April 

13th, with a field of eight tables, David Peim and Neal 

Kleiner scored 70.42%!  In the NLM section that day, 

with two tables, Nancy Imbery and Joey DuRee played 

a 71.91% game. 

Long Beach Bridge continues to develop new, 

intermediate, and advancing bridge players: 

• Bridge 1 and Bridge 2, taught by Hank 

Dunbar, started its second round of eight-week classes. 

• Dalia Hernandez has started an 

Advancing Player class on Monday evenings at 6:30 

p.m. consisting of a lesson followed by a 12-board 

sanctioned game. 

• Rob Preece is teaching an eight-week 

class on Major Suit Raises class starting Monday, May 

1, at 9:30 a.m. 

We SO appreciate our dedicated and talented 

instructors! 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:miratpf@aol.com
http://www.longbeachbridge.com/
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This great problem was sent to me by Jordan 

Chodorow, who got it from Marty Blain.  Thank you, 

gentlemen!  There are so many good answers. 

Optimistically, if partner holds ♠AKxx and the ♦A, a 

grand is cold unless partner is 4=3=3=3 or 4=4=2=3.  

Pessimistically, if partner has ♠Qxxx ♥xx ♦xx 

♣AKQxx, a heart lead might beat 4♠.  I’ll start with the 

panelist who sent me the problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chodorow:  2NT.  Hardest problem of the set.  Any of 

half a dozen choices have merit.  One might bid a 

reveal-nothing 6♠, an Exclusion 5♣, a splinter 4♣, or a 

cuebid of either red suit.  I’ll start with a Spiral 2NT 

bid to gain information and chart my course from 

there. 

Chechelashvili:  2NT.  Probably the only way to 

discover 6♠ is to hear partner jump to 4♥ showing 

singleton in hearts.  After any other rebid it is 

North  East  South  West 

  1♣  pass  1♠  pass 

2♠  pass  ??? 

You, South, hold:   ♠ J1076542   ♥ AJ   ♦ KQJ5   ♣ void 

What call do you make? 

 

Problem Solvers’ Panel 
Moderator: John Jones 

Wafik Abdou, Mark Bartusek, David Chechelashvili, Jordan Chodorow, Kitty Cooper, 

Mitch Dunitz, David Grainger, Daniel Korbel, Jill Meyers, Rick Roeder, Mike Shuster, 

and Jon Wittes are panelists. 

As always, panelists are playing 5-card majors, 15 - 17 NT, and 2/1 GF.  Beyond 

that, except where indicated, panelists may use any reasonable methods. 

This column is dedicated to recently lost friends:  Jim Looby, Renee Mancuso, Howard 

Parker, and Carnell Wingfield.  Jim Looby was an occasional teammate, a respected 

expert, and a nice guy.  Looby was a theorist in bridge promoting many low-level doubles 

to be takeout showing extra values.  Jim didn’t invent this concept, but promoted them 

more than any other California expert, and they became known as “Looby Doubles”.  Jim 

was calm enough at the table to have partnered the difficult Vic Chernoff.  Renee 

Mancuso was a Grand Life Master and represented the USA in international bridge 

tournaments many times.  I considered her an ideal player at the table.  She was focused, 

tough, pleasant, and fiercely competitive.  Howard Parker was another expert who was an 

occasional teammate of mine.  Margie Michelin and Rick Roeder were some of his 

partners.  Howard was scheduled to play with Rick on a team with Lynne Feldman and 

me in the recent San Diego Regional.  Unfortunately, Howard lost his battle with cancer 

before that tournament.  Carnell Wingfield lived in Torrance and was also an American 

Bridge Association (ABA) member.  He took some advanced classes with me recently.  

He was a great person to be around! 

 

Late breaking sad news!  Frequent panelist Ed Davis died just before I had to 

send final copy.  I will write more about Ed in next month’s issue.   

 1 
Matchpoints 

None Vul 
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impossible to scientifically bid it without bypassing the 

safe 4-level. 

Wittes:  3♦.  I don’t like any bid with this hand, but at 

least 3♦ leaves maximum room for a response from 

partner.  If partner has something like ♠AKxx ♥xxx 

♦xx ♣Axxx, we’re cold for a slam.  If partner has 

something like ♠KQxx ♥xxx ♦xx ♣AKxx, we can’t 

make anything at the 5-level with a heart lead. 

Shuster:  3♦.  Information leakage isn’t likely to 

matter on this deal, so I’ll start the slam auction 

rolling.  If partner cannot cuebid clubs, we’re probably 

in business.  I like 2NT as the only game try here and 

for 3♣/3♦ to be specifically slam tries.  3♥ is natural 

and forcing, and may or may not be slammish. 

Roeder:  3♥.  You may not want a heart lead; ergo, bid 

the suit.  As a bonus, if partner has a great mesh with 

the spade ace, heart king, and diamond ace, optimism 

will be rewarded.  A 4♣ splinter is technically within 

reason but I would rather be pragmatic and inhibit the 

lead I may not want.  “Game considerations always 

trump slam considerations” is a wise adage, 

particularly in matchpoints. 

The bid I would make is 4♣, a splinter slam try.  When 

I first learned bridge in 1974, 4♣ would have been a 

natural slam try.  But times change and 4♣ has been a 

splinter for a while now. 

Grainger:  4♣.  Could be cold for 7, but we don’t have 

5-level safety.  I’ll start with 4♣ and see what partner 

does. 

Korbel:  4♣.  I do not know if I can bid this hand 

intelligently.  I want to leap to 6♠ but we could easily 

be off two unavoidable aces (eg. If partner holds 

♠KQxx ♥Qxx ♦xx ♣AJxx).  I’ll do this and give up 

over 4♠. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bartusek:  4♣.  A splinter bid should work well in this 

situation since I need exactly three working cover 

cards from partner.  It’s fairly likely that partner has 

only three spades with x or xx in diamonds, so caution 

is warranted.  Partner should be able to evaluate the 

hand correctly after my splinter bid.  Admittedly a 

Spiral 2NT might get a “4 spades with a maximum” 

response where slam has a reasonable shot (but it 

might have little play). 

Abdou:  4♣.  I’ll bid 4♣ if this is a splinter (what else 

could it be?).  I believe that a splinter in this situation 

has been expert standard for a couple of decades now.  

Slam is possible opposite ♠Axxx ♥Kxx ♦Ax ♣xxxx.  If 

4♣ isn’t a splinter, I will have to bid around the void 

starting with 3♦. 

Cooper:  4♣.  Any hand with good spades and not 

much wasted in clubs is likely to yield a slam, like 

♠KQx ♥xxxx ♦Ax ♣Axxx.  But not ♠Qxxx ♥Qxx ♦xx 

♣AQJx.  However, AKxx of Spades and most any 

opening bid also makes slam, so perhaps exclusion 

would be better, but I’m not sure partner would take 

5♣ that way. 

Dunitz:  4♣.  This is a slam try with short clubs. 

If we are going to bid Exclusion, it is clearest to make 

this bid now, and not make other bids first.  4♣ 

followed by 5♣ might be construed as showing a stiff 

♣A or a club void and wanting partner to cuebid an 

ace. 

Meyers:  5♣.  This is Exclusion Keycard Blackwood.  

How much more scientific can I get?  LOL 
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The choices look like blasting into 4♠, bidding 3♠ 

which would be a mixed raise for some and a 

preemptive raise for others, making a fitted bid in 

diamonds, making a 3♣ mixed raise, or making some 

sort of a limit raise. 

Meyers:  2NT, limit raise.  My second choice is 3♠ 

showing a mixed raise.  I have too many losers for 4♠. 

Wittes:  3♥, if that shows invitational values with heart 

shortness.  I think it should since 4♥ would be a game 

force with heart shortness. 

Chodorow:  3♠.  Half of this game is “Who’s got the 

spades?”, so 1♠ is overcalled on a lot of hands.  4♠ 

could make or cost dearly; partner will know better.  I 

have a good hand for this bid but, at these colors, I 

should.  Give the opponents room to make a bad guess; 

over 4♠, when in doubt, they’ll just take the money. 

Shuster:  4♠.  We’ll have play for it and I’d like to rob 

LHO of any cuebids or heart jumps. 

Cooper:  4♠.  The problems with a 3♣ mixed raise are 

that the opponents can double and partner might expect 

a little more defense than this.  I’ll make the opponents 

guess right away. 

Grainger:  4♠.  Seems like one of those that’s so 

obvious it must have worked out very poorly at the 

table.  There was no table hand.  I made this problem 

up based on a hand that was also not a table hand. 

Korbel:  4♠.  I suppose I could get cute and try a fit 

jump into diamonds.  Not my style. 

Abdou:  4♠.  This is practical.  There are many 

possibilities and I would like to make a fit jump in 

diamonds if that’s available to involve partner.  A heart 

splinter is not helpful.  In the old days I would have bid 

2♦ and walked the dog to 4♠! 

The award for the worst prediction of the month goes 

to Rick Roeder.  Your crystal ball was just a little bit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

foggy.  Notice that the previous two panelists both 

mentioned fitted jumps in diamonds, and that Wafik 

would make a fitted jump if the partnership was 

playing it.  Now look at the bids from the other 

panelists. 

Roeder:  3♦, fitted jump.  No other panelist will bid 

this.  But if the opponents bid on past 4♠, I want 

partner to know where my defense is so he can do 

something uncharacteristically intelligent.  Partner will 

expect a fifth diamond but this may be the best I can 

do. 

Bartusek:  3♦, a fit-bid.  I need to get my lead director 

in if the opponents end up playing the hand in hearts.  

I’d prefer to be 4-5 instead of 5-4 but it’s still a 

reasonable description of my hand.  Due to the adverse 

vulnerability and holding a 7-loser hand I will actually 

leave it up to partner whether we bid 4♠ or not (despite 

possessing a likely 10-card fit).  I was taught that a 

fitted jump could be five in my suit and four in your 

suit or vice-versa.  By that definition, we qualify for a 

fitted jump. 

Dunitz:  3♦, spades with a diamond fit.  I couldn’t bid 

diamonds at my first turn, so partner should work this 

out. 

Yep, “no other panelist will bid this” was “Juuuusssst 

a bit outside.” 

Lastly, the panelist who makes the bid I most like. 

Chechelashvili:  4♦, suit + fit, hoping to help partner 

with the potential decision to bid 5♠ over 5♥ later in 

the auction.  I know it promises one more diamond, but 

I believe it’s a better bid than just bidding 4♠ and 

neither of us knowing what to do over a potential 5♥ 

bid. 

One side or the other is going to have a 4-level 

decision to make.  I like bidding as high as I can right 

now while giving partner help in making further 

decisions. 

 

2 
IMPs 

N-S Vul 

 

East  South  West  North 

  1♣  pass  1♥  1♠ 

  dbl*  ??? 

 *  three hearts 

You, South, hold:  ♠ Q9865   ♥ 5   ♦ KQ109   ♣ 1095 

What call do you make? 
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If problem one wasn’t the most difficult problem of the 

set, then this is.  The 4♣ preempt makes it difficult to 

describe this hand.  4♥ would normally show five 

hearts.  4♦ rates to make but doesn’t describe a hand 

this good.  Any number of spades risks playing in the 

wrong strain.  And double would normally not have a 

void in the opponent’s suit.  This is again a hand I 

created based upon a similar hand I was given. 

I’ll start with the only European panelist. 

Chechelashvili:  Double.  In my humble opinion, 

better than the alternatives of 4♦, 4♥ or 4♠.  After all, 

they are non-vulnerable, so it would not be unusual to 

find partner with ♠Kxxx ♥xxx ♦xx ♣AJxx. 

Chodorow: Double.  Dad always says, “Keep your 

options open.”  We haven’t already claimed ownership 

of the hand, so the double of a partscore can’t be 

misconstrued as penalty. 

Cooper:  Double.  I’m hoping partner can bid 

something.  Otherwise, I hope we beat them.  This 

shows cards with no good bid.  I hate doing it with a 

club void, but still it seems better than guessing what 

else to bid. 

Roeder:  Double.  Hoping that partner is looking at a 

couple clubs and can read the intent.  If playing with a 

lesser light, I would probably venture 4♥.  If you are 

taking a different high road, 5NT (pick a slam)  is 

better than 5♣. 

Korbel:  Double.  Do something smart, partner.  I’m 

rooting for you. 

Grainger:  4♦.  Double is too risky because of the 

possibility of being passed (you would double with eg 

♠QTx ♥KQJx ♦AKQx ♣Jx); it’s important to have five 

hearts when you bid four hearts here, leaving 4♠ and 

4♦.  I’m not sure at all which is better between those.  

This is more likely to find a slam and leaves more 

strain options open than 4♠ which will lock you, but 

may miss the best game, or even game at all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shuster:  4♥.  I get across the long diamonds, good 

hearts and extra values.  This could miss spades, but is 

much better for finding 5♦ or 6♦. 

Dunitz:  4♥.  Ouch. 

Meyers:  4♠.  I’ll let my partner play the Moysian, if it 

is a Moysian.  I think this may be our best shot at 

game. 

Bartusek:  4♠.  Preempts work!  I expect this contract 

to definitely have play.  Doubling with a void seems 

too extreme, and 4♦ could easily miss a game.  

Obviously attempting to find hearts doesn’t seem 

practical since partner would have five spades if 

possessing a 4-card heart suit.  Admittedly 5NT to 

force a slam in some suit might work out if partner’s 

hand is strong enough.  On the other hand, bidding 

4NT (RKC for spades?) might work at the risk of 

getting too high.  It’s a complete guess.  I’ll take the 

low road since there is no easy answer and we will 

likely encounter bad breaks. 

Abdou:  5♣.  A European does whatever is right; 

double may work here. 

(You didn’t exactly predict the European panelist 

would double, but it would have been a much better 

prediction than Ricky made.) 

This is a seriously tough problem with no perfect 

answer:  4♥ should be 6/5 or better; 4♠ shows four or 

more spades; 4♦ is a woeful underbid.  I think 5♣ gets 

us to the right strain but possibly the wrong level 

(that’s my answer - ugh). 

Wittes:  5♣.  As long as that doesn’t guarantee four-

card spade support.  It should show a huge hand with 

first round club control.  I could double 4♣, which 

should show a big hand with three card spade support, 

but you better have discussed the meaning of that bid 

with partner before trying it. 

First, I liked 4♠, then I decided I liked double, now I 

like 5♣.  Maybe tomorrow I’ll like something else.  Boy 

am I fickle!  And boy this problem is hard!! 

3 
Matchpoints 

N-S Vul 

 

South  West   North  East 

1♦  pass  1♠  4♣ 

??? 

You, South, hold:   ♠ Q105   ♥ KQJ10   ♦ AKQ974   ♣ void 

What call do you make? 
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This hand contains a fairly nice balanced 21 HCP with 

a partial stopper in the opponent’s suit.  Does 

doubling and then bidding 1NT show 19 – 20 HCP, or 

19 – 21 HCP?  Does cuebidding 2♦ imply any kind of a 

fit (I think not since it is the only way to force)?  Does 

it make sense to bid a 4-card black suit here? 

Shuster:  2♣.  I won’t bid an extra-strong NT without 

a stopper.  Between the black suits, partner is more 

likely to hold only two spades than four spades.  

Meanwhile, he could still have significant club length. 

Cooper:  2♦.  Let’s see what else partner has.  Over 2♥ 

I will bid 2NT. 

Abdou:  2♦.  This typically shows a massive hand with 

3-card support, but I am stuck, so I tell the best lie.  I 

will bid 2♠ over 2♥ which should imply the black suits. 

Dunitz:  2♦.  Forcing, fewer than four hearts. 

Korbel:  2♦.  Seems okay.  You should have asked 

about the next round LOL! 

I may well ask about the next round in a follow up.  

Over this cuebid do we play that the next step shows a 

really bad hand (0 -2 HCP), the Herbert negative? 

Meyers:  2NT.  This seems most practical. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bartusek:  1NT.  This bid reasonably describes my 

strength if not my diamond stopper.  Even if the 

opponents run diamonds, I’ll likely make 1NT even 

opposite bad dummies.  Bidding a black suit now 

seems very mis-descriptive and could turn a plus score 

into a minus. 

Wittes:  1NT.   Partner is unlikely to have more than 

three or four points, and even if we don’t have a 

diamond stopper, 1NT is a bit of an underbid anyway.  

1NT may be our best chance for a plus score.  If 

partner has a bad hand with five hearts, maybe he will 

bid 2♥, and maybe we can take eight tricks. 

Chodorow:  1NT.  The hand is worth about 21.5, so 

it’s a little heavy, but it lacks a five-card suit, 

intermediates, and - oh, yeah - a diamond stopper. 

Chechelashvili:  1NT.  Jxx is stopper enough for a 

1NT bid LOL. 

Grainger:  1NT.  2♦ will get messy with ♦Jxx.  Partner 

can still explore other strains easily over 1NT with 

short diamonds, and if everyone passes this should be 

fine. 

Roeder:  1NT.  I doubt that my RHO has seven 

diamonds.  Probably not, and a much better prediction 

than your last one Swami! 

 

 

 

 

4 
Matchpoints 

Both Vul 

 

East  South  West  North 

1♦  dbl  pass  1♥ 

pass  ??? 

 

You, South, hold:   ♠ AK65   ♥ A5   ♦ J75   ♣ AKQ5 

What call do you make? 



May 2023  page 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OK, it is true confessions time.  I sort of got this 

problem from an old Bridge World magazine.  I beefed 

up the hand to make it a clear opening bid by adding 

the ♦J instead of the ♦9 and changing the ♣2 to the ♣8.  

I still got an objection - see Jordan’s comment.  But 

there was a footnote on the original problem that I 

misunderstood.  It meant that responder promised 

another bid.  I inaccurately thought it meant that it 

meant that responder denied game-forcing values.  I 

was shocked that no panelist passed, and thinking pass 

was right I used the hand here.  By the time I realized 

the error of my ways, the cat was out of the bag and 

my panelists were answering.  Fortunately, it still 

turned out to be something of a problem (although 

easily the easiest problem of the set). 

Chodorow:  Pass.  I like solid citizen minor openings 

in early position, so would not have bid the hand this 

way.  Partner should never fear kicking a trick by 

leading away from a king of a minor I opened and 

rebid. 

Abdou:  Pass.  Pass and hope for a plus.  I do like 2♦ 

(the bid available to force with that allows 2♥ to be 

played as non-forcing) as an artificial force in that 

sequence. 

Shuster:  Pass.  I love my honor placement, but even 

so we’ll often struggle for even nine tricks on a trump 

lead.  Give partner:  ♠Kxxxx ♥Kxxxx ♦Kx ♣x, and 110 

is probably the limit. 

Meyers:  Pass.  If 2♥ promises four hearts then I pass; 

if it does not promise four hearts, (only a heart 

stopper) then I bid 2NT. 

Bartusek:  Pass.  Partner doesn’t guarantee five hearts, 

so I’m not going to look for a perfect fit and risk 

turning a likely plus into a minus.  It’s impossible to 

bid every making game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wittes:  Pass.  The only time I might lose is when 

partner has a 5-5 invitational hand. 

Cooper:  Pass.  If partner has a good five card heart 

suit, then we might make more but otherwise this 

seems high enough.  In the BW problem (where 2♥ was 

forcing), Kitty bid 3♥.  Kitty suggested that 1NT might 

be a better rebid than 2♣.  This must be the alternative 

that Jordan was thinking of. 

Dunitz:  Pass.  If 2♥ is non-forcing then I pass.  If 2♥ 

is forcing, then 3♥.  What is a little lie like a fourth 

heart worth? 

Grainger:  3♥.  My holdings in partner’s suits are too 

strong to pass.  They either have a reasonable hand or a 

lot of distribution to pull 2♣. 

Chechelashvili:  3♥.  It’s a potential vulnerable game; 

partner can easily have ♠KQxxx ♥KJxxx ♦xx ♣x. 

Korbel:  3♥.  It’s not worth more because the 

opponents may know to lead trumps.  May be better to 

pass, but with all my honors in partner’s suits I’ll try 

for a game. 

Roeder:  3♥.  My apologies if 2♥ was our last making 

spot (in which case I hope the bad guys can make a 

diamond partial).  With three MONSTER cards in the 

majors, I cater to the only form of scoring in which I 

would bid on (red at IMPs).  I do not want anybody to 

refer to me as Neville Chamberlain.  In bridge being 

called Neville Chamberlain (a chicken) might be bad, 

but being called Wilt Chamberlain might be worse.  

Wilt is my candidate for the best basketball player 

ever.  He was also the best overall athlete I ever saw.  I 

watched him play volleyball, he was outstanding in at 

least seven different track and field events, and 

considered other sports such as boxing.  But when Wilt 

took up bridge, he was mediocre at best.  OK Rick, in 

bridge we won’t call you either Wilt Chamberlain or 

Neville Chamberlain. 

 

5 
IMPs 

N-S Vul. 

 

South  West  North  East 

1♣  pass  1♠  pass 

2♣  pass  2♥*  pass 

??? 

 *  less than game-forcing values 

You, South, hold:   ♠ A   ♥ AQ5   ♦ J105   ♣ J108765 

What call do you make? 

 
 


